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PARCEL POST GROWTIL

In ;ma.ny cities it is being found
necessary to establish new parcel post
givisions in coanection with the post-
office. In some cases special buildings
é.re being fitted up for this purpose.
The enlarged facilities are intended
t6 accommodate an increase of parcel
post mail which amounts in some
cities to as much as 100 ner cent in
the last three years. =

This is a Dpleasing development.
Government and public alike rejoice in
every extension of the useful parcel
post sysiem, and do not grudge the
money required to provide udeguate
quarters and clerical forces, since the
business amply pays for itself. The
only complaint anyone has to offer is
that the patronage doss not grow
even more rapidly.

in comparison with the advantages
offered by this service, most citizens
are surprisingly slow to avail them-
selves of it. This is particularly true
with regard to the shipping of food-
stuffs from producers to consumers.

-  FOOLS AND THEIR FOLLY.

The May Day plans of the Bolshe-
viki in this country, as revealed by
some of the men in their councils,
were extrordinarily ambitious. A
trusting Cleveland “Red” is credited
with the statement that the parad-
ers in his city had everything arrang-
ed as follows:

Phey were going to meet on the big
public square, converging from four
different directions, and seize the ad-
jacent federal building, then take the
banks and the city hall, providing
themselves with funds and proclaim-
ing their leader mayor. At the same

ime a2 similar progam was to be fol-
-lowed in several o'-cr big cities. The

. West Virginia Bolshevists were to at-

tack the penitentiary where Eugene
V. Debs is confined. liberating Debs,
taking him to Washington and instail-
ing him as president.

The Bolshevists were convinced, said
this man, that more than 90 per cent
of the people were with them in shir-
it. .and that ail that was necessary
was a bold move—the country would
succumb to Boishevism “without a
blow.”

On May as evervbody knows, the
government at Washington stiil stood,
and every State and municipal govern-
ment in the country s'ood likewise.
All that the bold “Reds™ gzined were

9
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heads broken and clothes tern by '.‘:mi

indignant public, with some slight help
from the police.

Ail of which goes 19 show what ut-
and
are such

ter fools these Bolshevists are,
how, precisely because tney
fools., they are merely z nulsance
stead of a menace.
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APANESE HOXCR.

The Japanese problem at DTaris
seems to have been settled on a bha-
sis of “honor.” Japan, while profess-
ing her willingess to give the Shan-
{ung peninsula back to China. as in-
ded she had promised at the time she
took it from the Germans, was strong-
only opposed to ass ~ning any definite
time for its return. She insisted that

any attempt to set a definite date Was

a reflection or her horor. And in
support of that seemingly disingcen-
uous position the delegates argued

that Japan had never yet broken her
word in her relations with other pow-
ers.

It was a bold claim,
the oth°r pariies concerned,
honest old Unecle Sam,
been embarrassed to repeadi.
other parties could not dispute it, and
so agreed to leave the territory in
Japan’s hands on that basis.

even
might

Anrd the

It seems a risky thing, as nations;

=0, to leave the fulfillment cf an ob-

ligation merely to a nationul sense of

honor, svithout exacting a precise. de-|

tailed program of fulfillment.
er nations nor individuals are
tomed jto making their contracts
way. It will seem especially risky in

RCCUS=

that

thic case to sorne Americans. who ha-

bitually express doubis as to Japau's

honesty and sincerity.

mitted, foo, that certain racent o nis,

particularly
Chinese and the Korecans. have scein-

THE

and therefore the

been satisfied. And certainly no Amer-
ican ecan say that Japan
broken her word in her relations with
this countiry. The most serious dis-
pute we have ever had with Japan is
an excellent instance of that. Japan
is keeping her laborers
country not beecause of any formal
prohibition but purely in pursuance
of a “gentleman’s agreement.”

And maybe, after all, that is not
such a crazy way to handle interna-
tional affairs. Thousands of explicit
agreements have been made “scrans
ci paper.” A gentlemanly
word of honor may he betier than
other nation’s signed contract.
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The outlook for the adoption
raticnal business methods by Con-
gress is somewhat better than usual.

The Chamber of Commerce of the
TUnited States has strongly urged 2

budget system for appronriaticns, and
nany, of the more progressive con-
gressmen express themselves as fa-
verable to the plan.

Certainly it is high time for such a
reform. The need has always been
great. At a time when Congress was
spending about $1,000.000.009 a year,

2300.000,000 a vear could be save
Last vear enough billions were voted
to make even a Wall Street banker

dizzy. There is no expectation of
the annual expenditure falling be-

low §4.000,000,000 for several years.

It ecan easily be imagined what a
waste there must be in having these
vast sums apportioned

the grab-bag policy of administra-

most  suspicious
diplomats in the world, seem to have

has ever

oi this |
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Senator Aldrich estimated that Ly
businesslike methods in the !egisla-i
tive and administralive depariments
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| iy. to be sure, they themselves start
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American communities. Phis
shown with striking force in the Aaxy
day riots.
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without a
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1
il

re-

uring the war and by tneir more
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| shevism with all its brutality and
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Our National Weakness
!Lies in Insecure Industriali Re-

, lations

| leveland, May S8.—America’s na-
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tive departments and the 1:\t:t!‘k-b:l.rrt.ﬂi tional weakness as revealed by the
meihods of more than 50 congre:—;sion-[ .
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Uncle Sam is the b
in the world.
any too much money at that;
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what he does spend.
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May Day was to be Eolshevist Day.]
It turned out to be America Day. |
N
Now they are going to divide those|
German warships among the Allies
and let each country decide what to|
do with its share. There certainly|
has been a lot of tallk about those
ships. Still; about all German |
navy has proved it=elf zeod for is to|
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provide a subject for conversation.
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How to get rid of all the liquor be-|

fore July is certainiy a problem, ‘see-
ing that there isn't any pipe line to
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000,000 tons of shipping. .
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“Broczdorii-Ranizau.”

The removal of the body of Edith
| cavell for interment in England will
'taike place on May 13. Edith Cavell
wos the maglish nurse who was exe-
crted summarily by the Germans in
1915 for aiding prisoners io cross the
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