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GERMANS CONTINUE DRIVE.

HUN FORCES AGAIN HAMMER-
ING AT FRONT DOOR OF
AMIENS,

Malg’s Men Withdraw From Village
of Villers-Bretonneux on Northern
End of Latest Fighting Front—So
Far as Known Allles Hold Firm u
Other Places.

After three weeks of preparation in
the SBomme, during which time they
launched an offensive in Flanders, the
Germans have resumed their ham-
mering @t the front door of Amlens.
For days there has been heavy artil-
lery firing along the northern sectors
of the Somme salient and finally the
Cerman iInfantry began
tempts to advance on the line pass-
Ing Villers‘Bretonneux, have caused
& British withdrawal from this vil-
lage, according to a report from
Field Marshal Halg. This marks u
German gain of about a mile.

Villers-Bretonneux is about 11
milles directly cast of Amiens and is
on the northern end of the Iatest
fighting front. It is situated between
the Somme and Luce Rivers, and.
while it is flanked on the south by
low lying ground, it is by rolling hills
to the west and northwest,

The fighting on the rest of the
front where the Germans have resum-
ed their drive toward the allied base
of supplies In Northern France has
not, so far as known resulted in any
notable retirements on the part of
the allles. The German official re-
port Issued on Wednesday was silent
as to events in this sector of the
front. :

An attack on this particular part
of the line in the Somme region had
been expected and it is probable that
preparations to meet it had been
made. The British lines held firm in
this region.during the last days of the
initial drive while the Germans were
able to forge ahead farther south un-
til‘they reached the village of Castel,
sbout three miles from the rallroad
running to Parls from Amlens.

‘struck at the British and French

lines nofthwest of Ypres. Savage
fighting is reported at various points
along the line from Ballleul to Mer-
ville and Berlin claims that heights
to the northeast of Ballleul have
been stormed. Coincident with these
#ttacks, here have been assaults on
the British forces near Bethune,
along the Lawe River, but these have
been repulsed,

Some of the uncertalnty as to the
Success of the British exploit in at-
tempting to seal up the harbors of
Zeebrugge and Ostend has been clear-
ed up by observations carried out by
aviators., Grave damage was done to
the mole at Zeebrugge and the chan-
nel leading out to sea from the port
of Ostend s sald to have been part-
ly blocked.

On the front In France, with the
oxception of the Somme salient, there
has been little fighting of an unusual
nature.

The situation hetween Germany
and Holland s still obscure. It has
been reported that a virtual ultimat-
um was delivered to the Netherlands
government by Berlin but this Is not
ar yet Known to be a fact Dlspatches

their at-

Festubert a post, captured by the
enemy in this locality on the 22nd,
was regained. The hostile garrison
offered strong resistance and lost
heavily, We captured a few pris-
oners and four machine guns,

“Early in the morning the enemy
delivered a strong local attack, with-
out success against our new positions
east of Robecq. Our line was main-
taind intact and 84 prisoners were
left in our hands, Additional prison-
ers were secured in successful mi-
nor enterprises in the forest of Niep-
pe and in the neighborhood of Me-

tern."
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April 24

my attacking south of the
along the line of Villers-Bretonneux,
Hangard-en Santerere, Halilles and
Castel. HEarly developments indicat-
¢d that the Germans were trying only
for limited objectives.

On the British sector Villers Bre-
tonneux, which nestles on a
overlooking the long stretch of the
Somme valley, was the storm center,
and here the enemy for the first time
since the war began had tanks in ac-
tion, Three of these engines of war
accompanied the storming Infantry,
which at latest reports had battled
forward into the eastern outskirts of
the town.

From the French sector came word
that the Germans had made very
slight progress,

The assault was
heavy bombardment about Villers-
Bretonneux. At the conclusion of
this preparation the Germans surged
forward along the whole British
front south of the Somme. The first
attack was thrown back but the ene-
my immediately came forward again.
and this time met with more success.
In the face of heavy machine Eun
and rifle fire the Germans pushed on
towards the town, their three tanks
leading.

The Dritish gave way slightly and
the enemy got a footing in the east-

n.

a little above the

preceded by a

up an 8. 0. 8. tor artillery protec-
tion about 4 o'clock this morning and
what appeared to promise a serlous
attack began to show. It turned out
tc be nothing more pretentious than
an attempted raid, however.

Between Robecq and Givenchy-le
Labassee there was also considerable
enemy shelling this morning and the
Germans made a small attack in an
attempt to take a position near Gi-
venchy, But this ‘movement
Guickly stopped by the British.

/
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ALL DAY BATTLE STILL
ON.

GOING

Defenders Continue to  Strive Des-
perately to Prevent Advance of In-
vading Forces.

Paris, April 24,~The battle on
the whole front south of the Somme
and on the Avre lasted all day and
still continues, according to the war
office announcemert tonight. The
iermans gained a footing in the
woods to the northward of Hangard-
en-Senterre #nd also in the eastern

outskirts of the village, which the
French are desperately defending.
Several enemy assaults were shat-

from The Hague insist that Holland ' tered near Hallles and attacks at Sen-
will not depart from her attitude of|ecat wood and Hill 82 also failed,

neutrality,

that the Dutch minister has left for
The Hague and that the German min-
Istor has started for Berlin.
—
VILLERS-BRETONNEUX IN THE
HANDS OF GERMANS,

Huns Attack Whole British  Front
South of Somme and French on
Right—Score Partinl Success Alter
Farly Repulse,
London, April

t
the statement reads:

violent bombardment the enemy at-
tacked our

nnd vas repulsed. Later in the morn-

Ing an attack on our positions in thia' the neighhorhood of Hailles,

sector was renewed in strength and,

although repulsed with loss on

An unofficial report suyul

|

The statement says:

"An intense bombardment of the
Franco-American positions south of
the Somme and on the Avre was fol-
lowed by a German attack carried out
all along this front by considerable
forces at § o'clock in  the morning.
The efforts of the enemy were direct.
ed against Hangard-en-Senterre, the
region of Hailles and Senecat wood.

“South of the Avre the battle

| which lasted all day, eontinued at the

24.—~Field Marshal! present hour.
Haig reports that the Germans hu\n stubborn in the reg
aken Villers-Bretonneux. The text uf After a series of

whole front south of tlw-vlllngo which our
Homme and the French on her right! ately defending,

It was
ion of Hangard, |

| Amiens, the t
| The battle continued throughout the

With the British Army in F‘rnnce.'lnlght in this sector,
(By the Associated Press.— Hangard, recaptured
Hard fighting developed this morning were again forced out of the town,
on the southern battle front, the ene-| but are holding the ground around It.
Somme |

ridge |

Fly Pl aay

Jntantry put|.

SUMTER, 8. C., SATURI

GEAMANS MAKE GAINS.

NEW DRIVE FOR AMIENS RE-
SULTS IN SOME HEADWAY.

Irench Forced Out of Hangard and
British Line Near Bailleul Dented,
But British Recapture Villiers-Bre-
tonneux—DBattle Continues With
Unabated Fury.

Paris, April 26.—The Germans
have captured the village of Han-
gard, on the front southeast of
war office announces.

The French lost
it and finally

FIGHT ALL NIGHT.
Iufantry Attacks Preceded by In-
tense Artillery Bombardment.
London, April_

25.—Three attacks

by the Germans on the British po-|e¢

sitions east of Amiens have been re-
pulsed, it was announced officially
this morning.

After the Germans were repulsed

by the French northeast of Bailleul| *

renewed | °
their attacks this morning after an|

late yesterday the enemy

intense bombardment of these posi-

tions and the British positions furth- |1l

er east,

The British regained

ter attacks, and took prisoners.

ground {
around Villiers-Bretonneux by coun«|4

Severe fighting was in progress :l!}®

last night, and still continues in thut ay

seclor, and on the Bailleul sector the -

battle
front.

is continuing over

a wide|

1>

SHOOTING PARIS AGAIN,

Big Gun Resumed Bombnrtlment
This Morning.

Paris, April 256.—The long rangel.
bombardment of Paris was resnmoq
again this morning.

LOSE THOUSAND GUNS.

British Have inued Gm Loul

Sl o g

have lost ‘nearly a
between four and five thouund ma-
chine guns and great quantities of
ammunition since the present battle
In France began, Winston Spencer
Churchill told the House of Com-
mons today.
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THE ZEEBRUGGE RAID,

Naval Attack on German Bases

Arouses England,

Ottawa, April 25.—The maval ‘rald
at Zeebrugge continues to be the all
engrossing | topic in England, says
Reuter's dispatech from London. Spe-
cial leave has been granted to the
men who participated. There are
columns of interviews in the daily
press. Reflecting the spirit of the
survivors, one said he would Bo again
tomorrow on a similar errand even
thvugh he knew he wouldn't return,

AMERICAN LOSS AT
PREY,

SEICHE-

Few Killed and Not Many Wounded.

Washington, April 25.—The num-
ber of Americans killed in the Ger-
man attack at Seicheprey April 20th
was less than a dozen and the wounil-
ed about twenty. These figures, made
known today, appeared to give sup-
port to the German claim that =
hundred and eighty-three Americans
were captured, since it
previously admitted that the Amer-

lean casualties were around two hun-
dred.

April 24.—Milus Smith, a
negro living in Pea Ridge, about eight
miles from Union, was shot by Sheriff

Union,

particularly | Fant while resisting arrest and died

| shortly afterwards. The negro fired

furious assaults the [.ll the sheriff seven times without any
| enemy succeeded in gaining a foot- | result,
“About §.30 this morping, after a Ing in

He had sald he would kill any

the wood north of Hangard u-q] man - who tried to arrest him and o

well as in the eastern outskirts of the | f®W days ago had refused to be taken

“The fighting was less violent

enemy assaults directed  against the

the ridge east of the villuge were broken

in!
Several |

#outhern and northern positions of down by our fire and our counterat- |
the front, made progress at Vil-' thcks,
lers- Hretonneux, where the fighting “"Farther to the south the Germans'
has been severe through the dav. were similarvly checked in thelr at
"By evening the enemy had gain- tempts aguinst Seneent wood and Hill
ed possession of the village, and the | *2, which remained entirely in oy !
Aghting was continuing poOssession
“Other attucks by the enemy thin “On the vight bank of the Meuss
morning on the north bank of the the trtillery was quite aetive '
Bomme and north of Albert were re —_—
pulsedl; we secured u few prisoner The reference in the official state
“By a suceossful loenl operation ment jssued by the French wir office
carried out thix morning northwest of delinitely locintey Lhe Amerioan

troops are ttmnu-r-! by officers.

e re——

troons  which were moved from

thomm! guns,

had been:

th-‘| Killed in action, two;
southern sectors of the battle line tnfﬂi*&

parts of the French front which were | disease, seven: other «
hard pressed during the great Ger-!verely wounded, five; slig

S o | !'l':""." month
“Many banks and, merca.ntl!a oon-
cerns are looking for efficient women
at good salaries to replace men who
have been called into service.

“Many of the most efficient school
teachers in the State intend to seek
commercial employment at the endl
of.¢he present school year. .

“If the authorities,controlling the
schools of South Carolina do not im-
mediately recognize the danger and
apply the necessary remedy, our
school system will be badly cripplec
at a time when efficiency is more vi-
tal than ever before.

“There is but one remedy—adequate
salary, We cannot expect expert, |
consecrated service for the wage ol
an average day laborer.

“Our! teachers do and should oc-
cupy positions of influence and lead-
ership in their respective communi-|
ties, and it is unfair to keep them !
in their present humiliating financial |
condition,

“I personally know efficient tench-i
ers of high patriotism who are re-|
ceiving salaries barely able to moetl
their absolutely necessary expenses
and who deeply feel their inability to|
respond to requests for contribu-
tions to worthy patriotic causes.

“If adequate funds are not avail-
able from taxation, school trustees
should raise by private subscription
from the school patrons sufficient ad- |
ditional funds to pay an adequate sal-
ary to secure and keep the services
of competent and experienced teu.ch-l
ers,

“The structure of our government
depends more largely upon our edu-
cational system than upon any other
one agency. Let us keep this fact|
clearly before us and do our full duty
to our schools no matter how urgent;
are other calls for patriotic service, |

(Signed) “D. R. Coker,
“Chairman 8. C. Council of Defense."

|

W,ashington,
|alty list today

April 25.—The casu-
contains 49 names.'
died of woundﬂ,i
four; died

HLuses  one;

died of accident, of |
E“..'

htly wound-|

man drive through Picardy. [ed, tw enty-four, Lieut Lawrence
On April 10 dispatches from both Ayver was included in those killed in!
the French and British headquarters! daction. Lieut. James . Marquanrlt
in Franee  reported the arrividl ot | died of accident,
Amervican troops This was prior tu! Feeermme EW B4 ERETE
the thne when the French |-xtt-unlmi§ Washington, April 25 ——Scores  of
their lines far to the north of '\hmt—m‘ltll'u passed their Liberty loan quo-
didier The French oflicial utqu--'l.r'-l today as shown in reports to the
ment o may indicate  thaot ‘\.m‘lf_*lnﬂn.:tiun.ul headguarters,  Total  sub-
didh not move to the north when the Seriptions reported are  one bhillion
Peitish forees wepre replaced by thel éight hundred  thirty-seven tullion, |
French, but - held  the  positions to dight hundred  sixty-eight  thousand,
which they werps orviglnally assigned. ! three hundred and finty dollars, s
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relations has been taken. And a rup-
ture of relations is the step short of
war.

It is possible that the ministers
might have been recalled by their gov-
ernment for conferences, though such
a step hardly would be probable since

it would be open to misinterpretation.

CHAUTAUQUA WAR TAX.

| Important Information for Purchasers

of Season Tickets.

—_——

Special war tax

revenue stamps| 2B€ncy.
{ for use on season tickets to the com- | POWer of execution and the responsi-

“The appolntment of a llnsll 0 ' ;
vidual witl. definite and adequate pow-
er to deal with all aspects of army

aircraft production is
necessary step.

a logical and

“It is necessary to get away from
any question of a division of respon-
4ibility, either in fact or in the public
mind. The alrcraft board remains, as
since its creation in October, an ad-
visory body; but under this new ar-
rangement the chairman of the board
becomes aiso the supreme executive
For proper results both the

ing Redpath Chautauqua have just.b“"y must be concentrated in the

| been received, and these stamps will |
be affixed to tickets upon presenta-
tion at the Y. M. C. A. and payment
of the 10 per cent. of the purchase
price of the ticket, as required by the
government.

When the ticket sale was launched
in Sumter,
had not been printed.
ruling by the internal revenue
partment was required, due to the
fact that the season tickets are re-
tained by the owner for use at the

same hands. The method of Mr. Ry-

|an's appointment would seem to ac-

plish this result.”

his reorganization forecast at the
war depariment since before the sen-
ate military committee made its re-
ports referring to the aviation pro-

the government stamps|8TaM as a “humiliating failure,” fol-
A sm.cluil lows a preliminary report from a spe-
de- | Clal comniittee of
Ipoimed by

| headed by H. Snowden Marshali

investigators ap-
President Wilson and
of

New Yorik. The report never has been

ensuing entertainments, and it would | !hade publie,

be impracticable to ¢ollect the tax at!

each entertainment,

The government revenue
tickets
vance sale at $2.50; the tax on chil-
dren’'s tickets is 13 cents,
advance sale closes, the price of tick-

ets will be advanced to $3.00 for

adults and $1.50 for children, with a'
the govern- aircraft for the army and is given full

consequent increase in
ment tax,
Tickets may be stambped at the!

gate on the opening day of the chau-
tauqua, May 1. No
will be honored for

season
adinission un-

Those who wish may wait and have
their tickets stamped at the grounds
on the opening day,
the large crowd that’ will be present

it is sugrested that all who can do so

will eall at the Y. M. C. A. in ad-

pay the government tax.
This will obviate delay and confusion.

and

llﬂl.a.ct:ru»; chiel of staff,
on all adult | to have worked out the new plan of
sold during the ad-|Or$anizatiou.!The authority given Mr.

When the |
{ Emergency Fleet Corporation. He has

esg it bears the government stamp. |
selectibn,
!

but because of |#n industrial leader,

Assistant Secretaries Crowell and
Stettinius and Major General March,
are understood

Ryan corresponds to that given Chas.
M. Schwab as director general of tha

the task of speeding up production in
all of the many plants working on

power in that respect.
Mr. Ryan's war work up to this
time has been confined to an active

ticket | Part in the work of the Red Cross
iw;u- council,

Fresident Wilson is said
to have had a hand personally in the

Born in Michigan 54 years
Ryan has had a busy life as
He is president
of the Anaronda Copper Company, of
the Unitec Metals Selling Compan:}
and ol the Montana Power Company,
One of the big things in which he
has played 1 part was the electrifica~

#go, Muvr.

and will enable the holders of stamp- | 100 of the mountain division of the

ed tickets to go right to their seats
iu the big tent.

The Redpath Chautaugqua organ-
ization is serving the government inl:
collecting this revenue entirely with-
out it

will

compensation, and i= bhelievel

Sumter people cooperate |

with the government and the Red-

piath organization in the same lovall

I he

nianner as o was displaved in the re-

cent Laberty it paign l

l,ll_l il

M. St. >, probably the greatest
;umlm'mkim; of the kind ever at-
| tempted.

Brigadier General Kenly, chief of
the new military aeronautics division,
| recently returned from France where
he has had charge of aviation under
[ ieneral Pershing., Soon  after the

first expeditionary forces went over

was sent to France and given the
rank of brigadier

Al b

general in the Nate
I"|I'I|



