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- Urbana, Dec. 28.—Officials
Kelley, the missing
uperator who ig charged with respon-
sibility for a train wreck at St. Parls,
when Engineer Coffee was killed.
The operator sent the trains toward
each other on the same track.

expense, but it {s true also that the
Panama capal has been bullt largely
out of current fupds in the treasury
and of course the Panama canal is
& permanent institution to be ejoyed
by the future evén more than by the
Present. We have lomethlns over
$200,00,000 of these bonds which
might be sold and this would Eo n
long way in providing for the addij-
tional expense for preparedness, .
belleve, too, that the Income tax
law can be modified in such a
way as to provide for a larger
revenue, and I would favor, in addi-
tion to this a federal inheritance tax.”
“Is there likely to be any oppostilon
to the nomination of President Wil-
son?" Mr. Lever was asked. He an-

“If the president
desires the nomination, he can have it

by the unanirnous volce of the con-
vention and I am inclined to think
that the country will demand a con-
tinuance of his services durlng this
crisls through which we are passing.”
Mr. Lever will return to Wasing-
ton next Monday to be present when
the full committee receives the rural
credith 'bill fronr the subcommittee,
And It is understood that he will pre-
sent to the full committee several
amendments not agreed upon by the
subcommittee,
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EXPEGT BREAK WITH AUSTRIA

REPLY THIS WEEK MAY NOT BE
' SATISFACTORY TO UNITED
STATES.,

If Dual Monarchy Docs not Comply
with Demands Rupture with Central
Allles Will Probably Follow, as
There Is Little Hope of Ayerting it.

Vienna, Dev. 26 (by Courier to Ber-
lin, via London).-—The answer of the
Qu-tro-l-lunsarinn government to the
American government in regard to the
sinking of the Itallan steamer, Ancona
is expected this week. I‘redel ilc C.
Penfield, the American ambassador,
had not received the reply up to Mon-
day evening, however. .
—— ’

. Washington, Dec. 28.—Unofficial
advices recelved here today conformed
with jntimations from abroad that
Austtlg's forthcoming reply to the An-
cona note will fail to meet the de-
mands of the United States and Teu-
tonic diplomatic circles were authori-

tha.tlvoly represented as being prepared

for a break in diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries.

Various developments, it was
a2greed, might avold sueh an eventual-
ity, but nono of the counter proposals
it " has been | intimated the
Vionm foreign office might advance
have been renrded so far as coming
within the state department’'s renewal
of d'mndl regarding the Ancona.

Now that the gituation, after being
dormant nearly two weeks, is again
beginning to take on the aspects of a
crisis, the status of the megotiations
of the United States over submarine
warfare against merchantmen, not
with Austria alone, but with the Teéu-
tonic powers as allies, I8 commanding
attention, Although Germany has
given the United States assurances

|that she will conform to the principle

of vikits and search before attack, the

. | practices’ anlnlt which tHe Unfted

Btates 80 vigorously contended are be-
ihg carried on now by her ally, Aus-
tria, and it has been charged that the
Austrian submarines are in some in-
stances furnished by Germany and in
others are officered and manned by

) {the German navy, Such a situation, it
| 48 being pointed out, amounts to prac-
: |tically a defeat of the lubmlﬂno ne:

gotiations with - Germany. Further-
more, the impasse In the Lusitania

ituauon. t

 |scarcely can request Austria to con-
‘|@uct submarine wartare in ‘its rela-
j|tlon to the rights of neutrals in a
manner different from that permitted
to Gmny.

Germlny has admitted her obun-
tion not to sink liners without giving
warning and making provision for the
_|safety of passengers and créw pro-
8 | viding there was no resistance. 8o ‘“',"
no agreement has been reached as to
the exact meaning of the word liners.
The Germans Lold it applicable to
veasséls carrying passengers alone and
Plying between certain points on reg-
The state” depart-
ment's view has been that the terms
lpclude any merchant line, 'but not
to a regular steamship line, ' 'but no
issue has been made of the ’differing
interpretations because Germany has
undertaken to use such precautions as
may be consistent with the use of the
submarine as to warning merchant-
men as to Insure the safety of pas-
sengers and crew provided theése arc
not a part of the military establis-
ment of the enemy.

The demand of the United States
upon Austria in connection with the
Ancona case is broader than any Ger-

Lo t

&j¢ iman admission, being based upon the

contention that international law, the
Hague coventions and the declara-
tion of London all require warning be-
fore sinking a vessel, and Insurance ot
the safety of the passengers and crew,
even when the vessel is of belligerent
ownership. The Austrian govern-
ment ﬂu not admitted any such ob-
ligations and recent events in the
Mediterranean indicate that subma-
rine commanders are sinking mer-
chantmen without warning and with-
out inquiry as to whether they carry
neutral passengers. So far no  ex-
planation beyond that of military
necessity has been offered.

Unless the expected note from that
government should amount to a sud-
den and total severance of diplomatic
rédlations, it is expected in official quar-
ters that the Austrian foreign office
will seek to justify its methods, per-
haps adopting one of the original
German contentions in the Lusitania
case, that the appearance of the sub-
marine as a weapon of war has in-
troduced new problems and not only
Justified but demanded a departure
from the old rules,

Canadian Farmer Murdered,
Montreal, Dec, 28.—Held up near
his home by three desperadoes Fran-
cols Frechette, a farmer, was murder-
ed last night. His head was severed.

Butte, Mont., Dec. 30—A mysterlous
explosion of dynamite wrecked the
Salvation Army Barracks, badly dam-
aging several adjoining buildirgs. No
10ss of life is reported,

negotlations becomes g factor in the

| It is admitted that the United States.
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STEPTOWARDGENERAL SERVICE

WAR DEPARTMENT BELIEVES
TIME I8 COMING WHEN ALL
MUST SERVE ARMY,

If British Fail With Voluntcer System,
Compulsion May be Introduced in
Connection With Continental Army
in This Country.

Washington, Dec. 28,—Great Brit-
ain’s effort to carry on the war with-
out resort to conscription i8 being

anxiously watched by the American
war department. Army officers say,
the United Kingdom's situation
touches at the-root of conditions the
United Btates faces in carrying out
the administration army increase pro-
gramme,

If Great Britaln decides for con-
scription, high officials said today, a
long step will have been thken to-
wards the time when ‘universal ser-
vice will be generally accepted in the
United Btates as a national necesgity.
If Great Britain goes on with volun-
teers, American officials feel that
nothing short of a great military de-
feat would bring the TUnited States
to universal service. Entirely aside
from its part in the European war,
officials believe the question of
whether service with the colors in
time of need shall be a legally recog-
nized duty of citizenship id ot vifhi
importanee on this slde of the Atlan-
tic. The virtually unanimous opln-
fon of the commissioned, personnel
and 't.he civil officers of the war de-
partment is said to be that adequate
preparedness can be secured only on
the basis of universal
vice.

Whllo Secretary Garrison has made
no public declaration of his own opin-
ion, Assistant Sceretary Breckinridge,
who frequently* serves as his chief
spokesman, has clearly indicated in
public utterances adherepce to the
bellef that universal service i8 the
only fair and democratic solution to
the military problem of the nation.
Signs are not lacklng that the mili-
tary committees of congress will be
formally acquainted with this view at
the coming hearings, either by the
secrétary himself or by an authorized
spokesman. It {s§ understood, how-
ever, that the department will urge
that the vital thing fs-to put throygh
at the present session a definite
statement of military policy and cre-
ate machinery for organization of a
citizen army, volunteer to begin with,
but based ultimately ' on universal
service. Department officials are un-
willing to see the fate of their policy
Jeopardized by tying it up with the
universal service issué which may be
well disposed of after the policy has
been written. : \ ol

The adminlutration'a continental
army plan, it was learned authorita-
tively tonighy, is designed to operate
with either the volunteer or the uni-
versal service system, ‘It was framed
With the Swiss system/as a model and
iacks only one feature=-~that of com-
pulsory service—to -adapt that sys-
tem to what army officers regard as
American needs ‘and conditions.
Should events prove that a sufficient
number of volunteers. will not com’
forward or public sentiment underge
a change in favor of universal mili-
tary service, a brie! amendment in
the law would set the continental
army machinery in motion with little
delay to establish the citizen army of
the nation on that basis,

Regulations contemplated by the
framers of the plan to put the con-
tinental army project into « effect in-
clude the division of the country into
military divisions corresponding gen-
erally to the present congressional
district.) Each district would be called
upon for 333 recruits annually. In
the event that compulsory service
were decided upon, it is stated, the
only action necessary would be to
authorize the war department in any
year when the quota of recruits from
any district had not been made volun-
tarily by a predetermined date, to
draft the necessary men for that pur-
pose from the portion of the popula-
tion of the district liable for service.

Advocates of the administration
plan say that the 400,000 men with
the colors and 400,000 reserve pro-
posed to be produced within six years
will not constitute a force adequate
to the needs of the nation, and they
do not contend that the proposed two
monhs’ intensive training a year for
three years is sufficient to make a sol-
dier. As a matter of fact they do
not believe it will be possible to se-
cure more than 30 days' training” an-
nually under a purely volunteer sys-
tem.

It is an open secret that the plan
is regarded by its framers in its pres-
ent form as more of a preparatory
measure than anything else, pgving
the way to a decision by the people
at large for universal service and es-
tablishing immediately the fundamen-
tal principles that must underlle any
proper milltary: system. That con-
clusion must be reached, the officials
insist, by any process of reasoning
based upon facts and they look to

the men who will enter the conti-
nental army, whether they come by
the tens or hundreds of thousand in

military ser- |

RESORTS T0 GONSCRIPTION,

DECIDES ON MODIFIED FORM OF
SYSTEM,

Mecasure Permitting Government to
Apply Compulsion to be Prescnted
Soon.

London, Dec. 29.—It is stated on
excellent authority that the cabinet
has virtually decided upon a modified
form of conscription bill to be intro-
duced in the house of commons next
week, giving the government the nec-
essary power, should it be found nec-
essary, to bring in single men and
preserve Premier Asquiths pledge to
married men.

Yesterday's cabinet meeting, al-
though it failed to result in an agree-
ment of all the ministers upon the
vexed question of the voluntary sys-
tem versus conscription, was of a very
critical and decisive character and
virtually reached the decision that the
application of force may become nec-
essary after all willing eligibles are ef-
fectually brought to the colors.

Therefore it was resolved that at
the earliest opportunity a bill should
be introduced in parliament in order
that the government might take the
necessary steps should it be found no
other course was effective to this end.

The premier is expected to make a
statement ‘on the whole question in
the house of commons on Wednesday
or Thursday of next week and an-
nounce the speedy introduction of a
bill of a permissive character, making
service in the army obligatory on un-
married men who have failed to at-
tedt under the Derby scheme.

The anti-conscriptionist ministers
offered st\'ong opposition and it still
is unknown whether any resignations
will follow. It is believed, however,
that this is quite likely.

The line of policy upon which a
majority of the ministers agree, in-
dicating that some, at least, of the
anti-conscriptionist section of°' the
" binet so far waived their principle
¢ t0 consent to a modified applica-
tion of force is as follows: °

First, that the premier's pledge to
married men is binding on the whole
government, .

8econd, that tHe peldge should be
redeemed forthwith.

‘Third, that the principle of com-

‘| pulsion should be accepted.

Fourth, that the premier should
announce this pollcy at the earliest
opportunity after the reassembllng of
parliament,

It is believed that the actual formal
resolution on the new policy has been
postponed until another meeting of
the cabinet on Thursday and that in
the interval Mr, Asquith will be em-
'Ployed in using the strongest influ-

ence to avoid disruption of his cabi-
net,

TO MAKE SUGAR BARRELS.

Company Capitalized at  $30,000
Chartercd at Savannah.

S8avannah, Ga,, Dec. 29.—The Globe
Machinery and Barrel Factory, with
a capital of '$560,000 has filed an ap-
plication for a charter, It is pro-
posed to make barrels to handle the
prdduct of the $3,500,000 sugar refin-
ery to be erected near Savannah.

DISPENSARY CLOSES.

Georglans’ Favorite South Carolina
Resort Goes Out of Business at Last
Augusta, Ga., Dec. 29.—The North

Augusta dispensary, aboyt which so

much has béen written, is no more.

The remaining stock has been shipped

to the Aiken dispensary and the place

is for rent. The stock on hand did not
exceed' $400,

e ——

the first few years, to carry home a
practical view of the country's mill-
tary problems,

retary Garrison is Xnown to have con-
sulted every general officer of the ac-
tive army and many on the retired list.
In addition he received hundreds of
opinions from officers of lower rank
and for months contcrred early and
late with the ot’ﬁcergand officials im-
mediately about him in the war de-
partment,

Efforts of the department officials
first will be directed toward convine-
ing congress that the urgent thing is
to gét the machinery for a citizen
army created, the arms, ammunition
and supplies necessary piled up, mo=-
bilization points selected and equipped,
coast defenses extended and improved
—in a word, the foundations laid upon
Which such features as 1 :iversal mili-
lary service, extension of the general
stalf idea of scientifie control, and the
amount of training necessary for the
continental troops may be superim-
bosed later. To attempt to secure all
this now, they fear, would send the
whole plan toppling of its own weight
and notihing would be accomplished.

There is no difference except in the
numbers of men and amount of train-
ing, it is asserteq, between the sec-
retary's proposals and those of the
war college division of the general
staff, all authorities being agreed upon
the correctness of the continental

army scheme,

In determining upon his plan Sec--

BET TORETHER MEETING.

LIVERY BANQUET AND SPEECH-
ES ON NIGHT OF JANUARY 6.

Chamber of Commerce Will Endeavor
With Dollar Dinner to Instill More
Optimism into Minds of Sumter's
Business Men—J, I, Crosswell
Heads Committee in Charge of Ar-
rangements,

Arrangeme_nts have been complet-
ed for the dollar get together busi-
ness men's dinner, on January 6, 1916,
A rather unique feature of this
festive occasion will be the total elimi-
nation of “set pleces of pyrotechnical
oratory,” all speeches being of five
minute limit, “sky rocket” variety,
quickly up and quickly down, except
by unanimous consent for extension
of time. -

It has been decided that there will
be no long or short “reports” of
committees, and no possible oppor-
tynity for expressions or explanations
of “regrets” of what '"might have
been"” or what was done.

This dinner is going to be largely a
social gathering with an intermixing
and eéxchange of ideas, in short form,
between business men about what can
be.accomplished for the generai wel-
fare of Sumter and Sumter county
during the year 1916,

“Looking T'.ows.rds the Future” will
be the motto for the approaching din-
ner. Optimism ~ will. predominate
throughout, and good cheer will pre-

vail. “Let the dead past bury its
dead.” Those now living must be,
“boosters,” says the committee.

The committee however, has in view
several matters of importance for
consideration by any sufficiently inter-
ested to participate in the diseussions,
and who think they can open and close
on the rapidfire, high gear process,
hitting orly the high places as they
proceed. Only high tension talks will
be permitted.

All who desire to talk will be af-
forded .an equal opportunity to do
S0, _

As one of the committee express-
ed it, while being .a business men’s
dinner, with more or less business in-
tentions, the ‘‘real thing” is the “si-
mon pure feed” we are going to get,
taken In connection with the desire to
get our business men together for so-
cial intercourse and to blow the cob-
webs off of their minds, and to get out
their system old standing grouches
that are now unnecessary and out of
fashion in Sumter, onward to the 1916
model prosperity, we are going to en-
joy. T

We propose also to have.some fun
while we are at it. All work and no
play makes Jack a dull boy, ete.
etc. don't you know. ,The idea is to
inject “some ginger” into the discus-
sions,

The contract for serving the din-
ner has been awarded to the Hotel
Claremont, Sumter's up-to-date- and
popular home for traveling men. Mr.
C. F. Whitted, the proprietor and
manager guarantees that he will find
Pleasure in furnishing a menu that
will please every one present.

Mr, John K. Crosswell, the chair-
man of the committee on entertain-
ment, and a well-known cofmojﬂem
of culinary art, has assumed the en-
tire responsibility on the part of the
committee for the variety, excellence,
and seasoning of t}:e billeof fare, His
reputation as a connoisseur, of which
he is justly proud, is therefore at
stake.

The tickets will be placed on sale
next week, anc the sale will be dis-
continued forty-eight hours prior fo
the dinner, which will be held at
8.30 o'clock in the main, dining hall
of the hotel, unless sooner sold out.
Seating capacty for 150 guests will be
provided.

The following gentlemen consti-
tute the committee who will gladly
take the name of any. one wish~-

ing to reserve seats in advance.
John K. Crosswell, chairman: H. A.
Moses, Thomas Wilson, H. N. For-

rester, W. W, McKagen, W, B. Upshur,
S. L. Krasnoff, W, Percy Brmth W. A,
Thompson, Dr, W. J. Bristow, H. G.
McKagen,

Ticket reservation may be made
at, through, or from the office of the
secretary of the Chamber of Com-
merce, by telephone or otherwise.

Mrs. Grant, who is acting as as-
sistant secretary will call on the busi-
ness men in a few days with tickets
as a special accommodation.

It is guaranteed that neither be-
fore, during, or after this dinner
will there be any collections taken
up, nor will any guest be asked to
pledge himself, friends, relatives or
acquaintances, financially for any
cause or provocation,

Washington, Dec, 27.—Officials of
the department or Justice said tonight
that the coptinued rise in the price of
gasoline probably would be made the
subject of an inquiry to determine
whether there had been any viola-
tion of the Sherman anti-trust act.
No formal complaints have reached
Washington so far, but attorneys ex-
pressed the view that an investigation

should be made on the department’s
own initiative,




