‘Suddenly trom!ithe other side of the

Seps a black figure rose, a fist shot
out and Mr. lf went spinning llke

8
Wrerichéd the Package Frem
His Hand.
ling de¢vish down the snowy
land iu a beap five feet away.

wext fnstagt the mayor of Reuton
the 5 were locked In

fifteen w muttering. slip-
milnz' the two figures waltz-
about in the falling

R

mow. Then the 'mayor's feet slid
from under hin on the treacherous
white carpet, and the two went down
together. As. Mr. Magee swooped
down upou pi"¥e saw the hand of
the stranger the mayor's pocket
and draw frowg it the package that had
been placed in the office a few
moinents be

Befure that tleman renlized what
bad Inppnoﬂim bad wrenched the
package ' hand, thrown him
back on the prostrate form of the
highest oflicial of Reuton and fled up
the steps. Quickly stranger re-
guined hig feet and started in pursuit.
but he arrived at the great front door of
Baldpate Inn just in time to hear the
Jock click inside.

Safe for A moment behind a locked
@Goor, Mr. Magee paused to get his
breath. The glory of battle filled his
soul. It was not until long afterward
that he ren the battle had been a
mere acufile if'the dark.

With no thought fer Mr. Bland.
bound In his uneasy chalr, Mr. Magee
burried vip thé broad staircase of Bald-
pate Now came the most gorgeous
s ne of all-a falr haired lady; a
knight she had semt forth to battle; the
kuight returned. “You asked me to
bring you this. my lady.” Business of
surprise and goy on the lady's part.
business als» ;:rh:m of adoration for
the knight. :

At the t of the stairs lay 17
and the Iadyf at the left a supposed-
Iy uninhablitesd land. As Mr. Magee
reached the floor, blithely ple-
turing the e in which he was to
play so satisfactory a part. he paused.
for baifway §own the corridor to the
left an open [oor threw a faint light
foto the hall nnd In that light stood a
woman he had never sven before,
! Mr. Magee's impres-
fur coated, tall, dark,
handsome, th the hanghty manner

a chaufTeur,
pardon.” she sald, “but
ar< you by any chance Mr. Mngee?”

The knighfeleaved wenkly agalnst
the wall and tried to thiuk,

“I-1 am." he managed to say.

“I'm so glad I've found you,” replied indemnity and does not further exact!in the

the girl. It seemed to the dazed Ma-
gee that her divk vyes were not overly
bappy. “I eannot ask you In, I'm
afraid. | do' not know the custon nn
such an occgslon. Does anybody? 1
am alone wlh my mald. [Inl Bent-
ley. when | Wrote to him for a key to
this place, tald me of your being here
aud sald thag | was to put myself un-
der your protection.”

“Delighted,I'm sore,” he murmured.

“I shall not try to hmpose on you,”
abhe went oni “The whole affalr Is so
unusual ns be almust absurd. |
have come Rere to get something—

and 1 bavew't the least idep how to |

proceed. 1 came because 1 must have

ft—s0 much depends on It.”
Prophetically Mr. Magee clutched In

his pocket the package for which he

had done baRle,

“1 may b nte” The girl's ayes
grew wide. “That wonld be terribly
uafurtunate. | do oot wish you to be

fand Mexico growing out of the
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Injured serving me'— She lowered
her volce. “Rut If there is any way
| ln which you can help me—in this dit-
ficulty - 1 ean  never he gratetul
| enough, Downstalrs In the safe theve
Lia, I belleve, n package containing a
| large sum of money,"
| Mr, Magee's baud closed convulsive-
1y du his pocket,
j “If there Is any way possible,” sald
| the girl, I must obtaln that puckage.

1 give you my word 1 bave as much
| right to it as any one who will ap-

penr at the lun. The honor and hap-
| Plness of one who is very dear to me
| are involved.”

With the eyes cf a man in n dream
’ Mr. Magee looked 1ato the face of the
| latest comer to Baldpate.,

“Hal Bentley is un old friend and a
bully chap,” he sald. “It will be a
great pleasure to serve a friend of
his.” He paused, congratulating him-
self that these were words, idle words.
“When did you arrive, may I ask?"

(To be Continued.)

MEDIATORS SIGN PROTOCOL.

NIAGARA FALLS: CONFERENCE
OUTLINES TERMS OF
PEACE.

Agreement Provides That Settlement
of Mexican Affairs Shall Be left
to Representatives of Huertan and
Carranza Who Will be Brought To-.
gether by Mediators,

Niagara Falls, June 24.—Terms for
composing all Iinternational differences
between the United States and Mex-
lco have been concluded. The condi-
tionsa under which dip’omatic rela-
tions will be resumed were embodied
In a protocol signed tonight by the
ambassador from Brazil, the minis-
ters from Chile a: ' Argentina and
the American and Huerta delegates.

The character of the settlement is
not expected to arouse opposition
from the constitutionalists, who would
participate In it, and to a large de-
gree it would mould the adjustment of
all internal disputes,

When a new provisional government
is established to succeed that headed
by Gen. Huerta the result of medi-
ation—recognized as a triumph for
Pan-American  diplomacy—will  be-
come effective.

Coineldentally with the action taken
tonight It was announced that the
actual selectlon of a provisional pres-
ident and the organization of the
new government will be left to an in-
formal conference of representatives
of the constitutionalists—Lulg Ca-
brera, Rafael Zubaran and Jose Vas-
concelos—and the Huerta delegates
to the mediation conference,

No fprmal adjustment of mediation
will be taken but there will be no ses-
sions while representatives of the two
Mexican factions endeavor to agree
on the personnel of the new govern-
ment, agrarian and educational re-
forms and other internal problems.

It was decided by the mediators
and delegates to postpone (‘Olmldi;l‘{l-
tion of ihe exact date when Ameri-
can forces shall be withdrawn from
Vera Cruz. This, as well as the per-
sonnel of the new provisional govern-
ment In  Mexico, will be protocolized
after the conferences between the
constitutionalists and Huerta dele-
gates adjourn.

While the informal conferencea are
in gession, Ambassador Da Gama of
Brazil, and possibly Minister Suarcez
of Chile, will take a short vacation.
Assurances that the constitutionalists
would be represented at the informal
conferences came direct to medlators
today from Luis Cabrera, confidentinl
representatives of Gen., Carranza in
Washington,

Tonight's formal session of media-
tors and delegates prepared the way
for the complete settlement of dif-
ferences bhetween the United States
fail-
ure of a Iuerta officer at Tampico to
salute the Stars and Stripes.

The singlo outstanding proviso in
the protocol s that the international
differences shall be adjusted on the es-
tablishment of g new provisional gov-
ernment, The protocol sets forth:

That the United States and Argen-
tnn,  Brazil Chile—tho
;iu-.: countries— shall recognize the new
||ll'--\iuiun:tl government and that
!”ll'llf'l'flal"lh diplomutie relations b

and meaddint -

|
ton that the Amervican government de- |

sired to have the constitutionalisis
and  Fluerta  government compose
their differences as a previous condi- |
ton to the settling of the '
tional problem.

The work
tonight places the issue now squarely

interna- |
result of the mediators'

befure the representatives of the two
warring factions

the responsibility
cess of the peace
Lauis Cabrera,

tn them will rest!
ftor failure or sue-

plan as  a whgle

Rafael Zubaran and
Jose Vasconcelos, the constitutional-
st delegates, are in Wusllington!

and should arrive here in another day |
or two. The sending to \\'u.'-lllhlglnn:
of Fernando lnglecias Calderon, who, |
it had been expected, would head the
constitutionalist delegation, caused
some confusion in plans, but it was
believed tonight that Calderon’s mis-
sion to the capital merely was to sub-
stitute for Zubaran during his ab-
sence from Washington, Cabrera and
Vasconcelos originally were desiy-
nated by Gen. Carranza to attend the
modiation conferences

There was little said here tonight
about Gen. Villa's attitude townrds
the sending of delegates, but it was
believed he was In thorough accord
with the proposition. Reliable infor-
mation has come that he is ready to
accept the result of the conferences
and it is not unlikely that he will le
kept informed of its progress,

At the close of the conference Am-
Passador Da Gama gave out a state-
ment embracing the protoocls uignedl
tenight, He announced that three ur—‘
ticles  of the peace plan had been
I'roctocolized and that these related
only to the internativnal side of the|
Mexican problem. i

"We deemed It advisable,” he sald,
“to invite the constitutionalist party
to send delegates to discuss with the
Mexican delegates the internal aspects
of the problem.,"”

The protocols
lows:

"Article 1, The provisional gove.n-
ment referred to in the protocol No.
3 shall be constitued by agreement
of the delegates representing the pav-
ties between which the internal strug-
ele in Mexico is taking place. i

“Article 2, (a) Upon the constitu-
tion of the provisional governmet in
the city of Mexieo, the governm¥at
of the United States of America will
recognize It immediately and theru--|
upon diplomatie relations between the
two countries will be resumed,

“(h) The government of the United |
States of America  will not in any|
form whatsoever claim a war indem-|
nity or other international mtiur:uu_
tion.

"(¢) The provisional government |
will proclaim an absolute amnesty 1o
all foreigners for any and all politice
offenseg committed Aduring the 1u-rImIF
of civil war in Mexico. '

(d)

-

signed are as fol-

The provisional government |

an international commission for (he

on  account  of damages sustained

ing contlict with the  United States.

I1Imt where the maediation eoanferences!
are heing held, in order to discuss an1!
agree betwoeen
H basis af an arrangement wherehy the
political
feould Yo consummited,

]
will negotiate for the constitution <-:'Ir|a|-v_i||:1im-1l and - compromising  spivit |
could prevail ot said conferences,
settlement of the elaims of foreigncts | trust that Mexican padriotisin will
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and is too well known and bears to
We were lucky enough to secure it

Pain

This paint is Lucas High Grade Goods,
o high a reputation for us to remark on.
at a BIG BARGAIN. In this lot is

PAINT FOR EVERY
PURPOSE ——

Beginning MONDAY we place this paint on

such attractive offerings that if you are contemplating a painting job of

any Kkind, large or small, you cannot afford to overlook this opportunity.
Call and let us show these goods and tell you the prices.

sale at a very low price—

W. B. BURNS & SON,

35 North Main Street Sumter, S. C.
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