A GRAY JACKET

By Randall Parrish
"'l-'l“x;u King"
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and I could Iuvo|

l::u:::;rm 'road,” he sald, quietly. “I kinder reck-

ny | Oned they'd hev some sort o' guard
Deuced queer, though, w 7| thar, so I crept up on the quiet ter be

the other direction with | bim in ther dark.”
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| do s0!) and succeedéd In  bridging

. , Real Estate Transfers,

| tersely., “When thet pa.trof makes E

was already urging our mounts for- yneir round, them fellers will be after Lee's message safe to Longstreet, it ' L

- ward when his shadow grew black in us hot.” meant much to me—promotion, dis- II. J. Harby, A. D. Harby, J. M.
‘“.mt- and he "h‘:lﬂi In at my side. I urged my tired horse to a gallop, tinction, honor. On the other hand, Harby and H, Harby, trustm‘-s. to
| e plohit, sbe. pressing upon Cralg's heels as closely it I remalned behind, and Craig suc- Anna Williams, lot on  Bee Street,
| Very well, sergeant; when We ..i 4ared: nor did I glance back, for cessfully carried out the duty which ¢,

come to the turn you are to ride a tew [~ o0 T dead picket was had been especially Intrusted to me,

rods in advance of us, and will set

& good pace, for we must make up
for all this lost time.

“Very well, sir; here is the turn—
to your right.”

I could dimly distinguish the open-
Ing designated, and as we wheeled
into It he at once clapped spurs to his
borse and forged ahead. In another

| moment he had totally disappeared,

If one of them should |
a match to light a Dour at it, riding at no mean pace,

and with utter disregard of danger.
Tt e bk Al'hough I knew little of where w6
bis soft southern draw! Were, and nothing as to the condition
And  Of the path we traversed, yei so com- |
went at it:: with a Pl#te was my confidence in Craig that
the spur on'uh‘ ntg | I folt no hesitancy in blindly following |
exhibit such sudden '€ Pace he set. Then a black shape |

to keep the escort

lcome gue . Yented a collision,
e & 40§ Jay ' my horse poised half in air,

It was Celved it was Cralg

and as [ urged our reluctant mounts
to more rapld speed all sound of his
progress was Instantly lost in the
pounding of our own hoofs on the

CHAPTER IV.

A Woman With a Temper. .
I think we must have been fully an

loomed up before us so suddenly that .
it was only by a quick effort I pre-
Even as I held\
I per|
himself who
blocked the way.
“What 1s it, sergeant?”

“A picket, sir, at the end of the

sure. The feller helped me out a bit!
by strikin' a match ter see what Umai
‘twag, or 'l reckon I'd a walked over
|

“Had we better ride him down?” l|

hoot beats 4yiug rapidly away | S9ked. thinking only bow rapidly the|
We turned back down the |

night hours were speeding and of the
importance of the duty pressing uponi

“Not with ther woman, sir," he nn-E
swered In a low, reproachful voice. |
“Besided we never could git through
without a shot, an’ If by any dern luck |
It should turm outto bea cavalry out.,

fer & hard run. You uns better wait
here, sir, an' let me tend ter that soger |

| man quiet like, an’ then p'raps we uns

lylng somewhere by the crossroads,

and that his comrades would be heard |
' from before dawn.
bravely now; for the road u~der foot \

grew better as we advanced, and gave
back the dull thud of soft earth in-
stead of the rattling clang' of the

| rocks we had been so long accustomed

to. Then, suddenly, my horse was
jerked almost to a standstill, the hand
upon his bit seemingly as hard as my
own, and I wheeled In the saddle,
pressing my knees tightly to prevent

' belng thrown, only to rcelve the
' hard road. B A g

- woman tugging desperately at the
| lines.

“What now?” I asked sharply, and

| in sudden anger I forced her to re-
“We must ride, and
madam, to be out of this

leagg her grasp,
ride harg,
cordon by daylight."

“Ride where?”

She faced me stiffly, and there was
a slight sting in her volce, I felt.

“Where?" I repeated; then partially

gathering my scattered wits:
to the camp we are
course.”

1 was consclous that he- eyes were
striving anxiously to see my face
in the darkness—that her suspiclons
were now fully aroused; yet her quick
retort surprised me.

“You le!" she said, coldly.

uwny'
seeking, of

' That

was a Federa! picket he killed.” |
It was no time for argument, and 1|

knew it. Cralg, noting our pause, had
ridden back, and reined In beside us!
without a word. '

“You are right,” I sald, tersely. “In

one sense of the word you are a pris- l

oner, for the time being, at least, but
not through any wish of mine. We
do not make war on women, and your
being In this situation is altogether an |
accident. However, be that as it may, |
We must, first of all, protect ourselves.
1 would very gladly leave you with
your friends, if possible, but as things
bave shaped themselves there remains |
but one alternative—you must ride as'
1 order."” '

“"You—you are not Major Brennan's '

| post—an’ I sorter reckon that's what' friend then? You were not sent by
dle, s0 1 luded | It ls—why, our horses are in no shape Frank to meet met"

The questions |

burst from her lips so rapidly that!

I scarcely caught their import.
“I am Captain Philllp Wayne, —th

We were moving

| Quickly Fiung Up My Arm te Ward |

Off a Second Blow.

sired and In darkness, her form éen-
veloped In & cavalry cloak, her face
shrouded by the night. As to wheth-
er she was young or old I had scarce
means of knowing, saving only that
the tone of her volce and the graceful
manner of her riding made me confi-
dent that she had not lost the agllity
of youth. But beyond this vague im-
pression (it was little more), and a
fleeting gleam of the starlight In her |

| eyes as she faced me in anger, 1 was |

as totally unaware of how she really |
looked as though we had never met. |
Her very name was unknown to me. |
Who was this Major Brennan? Was |
he father, brother or husband? and
was her name Brennan also? For
eéome reason this last possibility was |
repugnant to me. Yet I knew not |
why.

“You ride as though born to the sad-
dle,” 1 sald pleasantly; and although
I spoke low, we were 8o close to- |
gether that my volce carried distinctly |
to her ears. “We have been suffi-
clently conceited to suppose that to
be an accomplishment peculiar to our
Bouthern women."”

“l have been accustomed to ride
since childhood,” she replied rather
shortly, and I was conscious of a-re-
straint In her manner far from pleas-
ing. Yet I ventured upon one more
effort at conversatlon. '

“le Major Brennan an officer on!
Sheridan’s staft?” |

I should be fortunate indeed to escape
with a reprimand instead of more se-
rious consequences. If failure resuit-
ed, It meant certain and deserved dis-
grace. Yet I could absolutely trust

dier, and would falthfully perform a
soldler’s duty. More, he would carry

him with the dispetch; he was & sol-

iMost Prompt and Effectual Cure {op
I Bad Colds.

|  When you have a bad cold you want

'a remedy that will not only give re-
lief, but effect a prompt and permas-
nent cure, a remedy that is pleasant
to take, a remedy that contains noth-
ing injurious. Chamberlain’s Cough
Remedy meets all these requirements.

. sinewy frame was like steel,

| suppose we are from

| wo mile.”

It acts on nature's Plan, relieves the

lungs, aids expectoration, opens the
talnty than I, for he knew the road'-secretiona and restores the system to

much better, and—I write the wWords|, yeaithy condition. This remedy has

besitatingly—I could not trust him a world-wide sale and use and can

there alone with the woman. always be depended upon. Sold by all
I glanced aside at him as 1 thusidea]ers.-—-Advt.

::"::: :;:dfr;pi:ﬁn:‘;tr.:z:nggl As the Philadelphia Ledger puts

eer, whose sole discipline of mind and ' !t i3 against the law to carry a re-

body had been the army; hardenmed by Volver, but anybody can fool with a

service until every muscle in his lean, | motorcycle,
a cavalry-
man who would follow his leader Into' =+ A slight cold in a child or & grown
the very jaws of bell, but whose mor Person holds possibilities of a grave
als were those of the camp, and Pature. Croup may come on suddenly,
whose face revealed audacious d,"l_'bronchitis or pneumonia may develop,

severe catarrhal troubles and con-
try such as no man would care to 888 | sumption are possible results. Fo-

In one to whom he Intrusted the wel 'icy's Honey and Tar Compound nips a
fare of sister or wife. cold at the outset, cures croup quick-

“Sergeant,” I asked, flinging aside ly, checks a deepseated cough, and
the improvised brush, “how:hr do you heals inflamed membranes. Sibert's

the message with even greater cer-

| Drug Store.—Advt.
gotreet’s |

pl?,’,‘;:n “:31:; T T—— ."'..' The Review of Reviews for May
he answered promptly, “an’ I reckon jcontains an interesting article on the
with another Yankee outpost atween.” !Ide\'elopment of efficiency in munici-

“With fair luck and good riding it P2l government by the introduction of
might be made by daylight?” | business methods under the Commis-

“I reckon as how it might, captain, sion Form of Government. Nearly a
It we only hed sum fresh hosses,” b page is devoted to the discussion and
sald glumly; “but it's bin mighty hard |exp|anatlon of the Sumter Plan, which
on mv nag; I've looked fer him to rol! |

{is characterized as a long step in the
wver like yer sorrel did fer the las’ ... 4ieciion.

“Well, Cralg, you shall have both | )

' | For the Weak and Nervous,
?;r:::". ::m&:h:w:? n::: ';ro:t ::_,u:;i Tired-out, weak, nervous men and
.get through if you k’lll them both and | Women would feel ambitious, energet-
then walk.” {ic, full of life and always have a

{
igood appetite, if they would do thes
His face brightened, and he resised |sensible thing for health—take Elec-
his hand in salute.

tric Bitters. Nothing better for the
"And you?” he asked, wonderingly. stomach, liver or kidneys. Thousands

" . say they owe their lives to this won-

1 remain with the woman; there |derful home remedy. Mrs. O. Rhine-

I8 no other way. Walit here a moment 'vault, of Vestal Center, N. Y., says: "I

while I speak with her.” regard Electric Bitters as one of the

I left him standing there, and moved Krﬁatest o}f sif(tls. I tcan never aoilet

. what it has done for me.” et a

back to where she walted. As I came 'bottle yourself and see what a dif-
up she faced me, and for the first time
(for the night had ligk.ened some-

ference it will make in your health.
Only 60c and $1.00. Recommended
what) I could see her eyes and dis-

by your druggist.—Advt.

o -

' kin all sllp by without a stirrin’ up ' Virginla cavalry, at your service,
' ther patrol.” | madam,” [ sald, calmly, “and to the.
| “Well,” I sald, reluctantly, yleld- best of my knowledge I have not the

“l was not aware”—and I could not| cern gome faint outline of her fece
mistake the accent of vindictiveness where the night wind flung back the The T. P. A. delegates to the An-

In her volce—"that prisorers were ypturned cape. It was & winsome nual State Convention have returned

¥ your long ride.”
turned slightly at sound of my

fell

obliged to converse against their!

at all, #ir; 1 am merely eager

| ing to what I felt was doubtless tbe  Pleasure of Major Brennan's acquaint.

i

on. Besides, my ride has not | Wiser course, and mechanically grasp-| fnce.”

"l

A long one, as we merely calllol
General Sigel's headquarters.”
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was at Coulterville.”
oed to Bear creek yes-

HE
T

ree miles when we met. HoW
arther
is stationed?” . .
r [ was gullty of hesitancy, but |
for & moment. |
am unable to tell exactly, for, as |
chances, I have never yet been In
eanip, but I should judge that two |
riding will cover the distance.” |
." In a tone of sudden surprise, |
Hale certalnly told me It |
all of twenty miles!'"” ;
Bear creek?’ 1 questioned |

for it was my turn to feel |
now. “The map barely makes |

T

i

_!

:

is ten, and scarcely that, by |
the direct White Briar road:; or, at |
ot least, 80 | heard some of the '
younger officers say; but it seema the
Oonfederate pickets are posted sol
close to the White Briar that my '
friends decided It would be unsafe to
proceed that way "

This was news Indeed—news so un-
expected and startling that [ forgot
all caution.

“Then what road do they call this?™
. She laughed at my evident igno-

rance, as well as the eagerness of my
tone.

“Really, you are & most pecullar
sulde.” ehe exclaimed gayly. “You al
most couvince me that you are lost
Fortunately, sir, out of my vast knowl-
odge of this mysterious region, | am
able to enlighten you to some extent.
We are now riding due southward
along the Allentown plke.”

Cralg leaned forward so as to look
across ber horse's neck to where 1
rode on the opposite side.

-
=§

certalnly,” 1 stammered, |
l ‘ ‘ | NOW, '8
I N" ‘1“;.: "::: : |..:I | fuss, ter I kiiow just whar ther feller SWirling down upon

returned quletly. “So O0e Is compelled to walt in helpless
we had covered scarcely more uncertainty, every nerve on strain.

s it to where Major Start,” I sald, warningly to my com-
|

ing the rein he held out to me, “go
ahead. But be careful, and don't

of a shot we shall ride forward under
spur.” ol

“All right, sir, but there'll be no

is.” {
Time seems criminally long when

“Hold yourself ready for a sudden

panion. “If there is any noise of a
struggle yonder I shall drive In the
spurs.”

As | spoke I swung the sergeant's
horse around to my side, where 1
could control him more readily. i

There was no reply from the wom-'
an, but I noticed she endeavored to
draw together the flapping cape of
her cloak, as though she felt chilled
by the wind and her figure seemed to:
stiffen in the saddle.

It came at last—not the sharp flash
of a musket cleaving the night in/
twain, but merely the tall figure of!
the sergeant, stealing silently out of
the gloom Ilke a black ghost, and
standing at our very horses' heads. |

“All clear, sir," he reported In a
matter-of-fact tone. “But we shall |
hev ter move mighty quiet, fer ther
maln picket post ain't more nor a
hundred yards ter the right o' ther
crossin’.”

He did not remount, but, with reins
flung loosely over his arm, led the
way slowly forward, and carefully wo

: followed him.

What had become of the sentinel I|

. did not know, respecting Cralg's evi-

dent dccire for sllence; but as we'
drew nearer the White Briar road 1!
sought in vain to plerce the dense
gloom and note some sign of a strug-
gle, some darker shadow where a
body might be lying. There was noth-
ing visible to t=ll the story.

The sergeant walked without the
least hesitation across the open space,
directly Into the deep shadows oppo-

She suddenly lifted the heavy rid-
ing whip that was cienched in her

volce was pleasantly modulated | Waste any time. If we hear the sound Tright hand, struck me with it full

across the face, and then, as T ~nt~%
ly flung up my own - ' oot
a second blow, she

horse. With one bour

animal wrenched the re - i oul
my hands, nearly dragging me from
the saddle, and swerving sharply to
the left. There was a shock, a smoth-
ered oath, a moment's flerce struggle
in the darkness, the sharp ping of the
whip as it came down once, twice—-
then sllence, broken only by deep
breathing. -

“I've got her, captain,” chuckled the
sergeant, softly, ‘b'ut dog-gome if I
know what to do with her.”

There was small sentiment of mercy
In my heart as I drew up toward'
them, for my cheek burned where the
lash hed struck as though scorched
with fire; but when I saw her lean-'
ing helplessly forward on her horse's
neck, all bravado gone, her hands pin-
loned behind her in the iron grasp
of the sergeant, my flerce resentment
died away within me.

“Let her hands go, Cralg” 1 com-
manded, briefly,

She lifted her body slightly from its
cramped, uncomfortable posture, but

| her head remained bowed.

“Madan,"—I spoke sternly, for mo-
ments were of value now—"listen to
what | eay. We are Confederate sol-
diers passing through the Federal
lines with dispatches. In order to
save ourselves from discovery and
capture we wera compelled to wko
you in charge. It was the fortuue of
war. If now we could honorably leave
you here we would most gladly as 3o,
for baving you with us adds vastl; to
our own danger; but these mountalns
are simply overrun with wandering
guerrillas who would show you neither
respect nor mercy. We simpiy dare.
not, as honorable men, leave you here
unprotected, and consequently you
must contlnue to ride 1In our com-

i of the hoofs, and the spitting of flinty

will,”

“l ask your pardon, I am sure,” 1
returned soberly. “But my question
wag not altogether an Idle one. 1!
have %= .ed to meet sgeveral of
i.eridan's staff and thought |
.'"ajor Brennan might have'
‘elr number. Seelng that
" soclate for a time, I nnt-[

't It would prove pleasanter|
for both of us If we might discover
some mutual tfe.”

There was no response. ;

The road we were following here'
took a sudden trend downward, and!

we could tell from the sharper ring|

*y y £
e '

e

sparks beneath us, that we were
among rocks once more. Then our,
horses suddenly splashed into water,
and I held them up long enough to!
drink. 1 felt thirst strongly myself,
and slipping out of the saddle fllled
my canteen. |

“Would you care for a drink?” I
asked, stemming the stream (o reach'
her side, and holding the vessel with-
in easy grasp of her hand. j

I actually believe her first impulse
was to refuse haughtily this proffered'
civility from an enemy of her coun-
try, but the deep sense of need con-,
quered her to accept the offering. An-
other hill followed, and then another,
and finally we swept swiftly down a
long slope densely bordered by trees|
and with irregular plles of rock up-|
rearing ugly heads on elther hand. 1
caught a swift glimpse of a rough.
log house Oon the mgnr, B0 Bet DACK
among ftrees that I half doubted its
real existence, when—there was a'
8lip, the crunching of a stone, a long|
stumble forward that fairly wrenched |
my hand loose from the woman'’s rein, |
and then, hopelessly struggling to re-!
gein his feet, my horse went down |
with a crash, head under, and I was|
hurled heavily forward upon my face.
Cralg, startled at the sudden crash be-
hind him, spurred back to loarn the
full extent of my disaster. By this'
time I had regained my feet.

“I'm all right, I think, sergeant,” I
sald hastily, “but the sorrel has brok-

| nilamed condition of the mucous lin- |

sight to soldler vision, but with a cer- to the city after a most delightful stay
tain semblance of pride and remerve In Spartanburg.
about it that caused & hesitancy in my |

speech strange to me. | *The spring monthhs p(:;f.iteni ﬂg&cku
’ , woman tired out, wit n in .
(TO BE CONTINUED.) |hips and head, nervous and sleepless.
| Foley Kidney PiMs wil’ guickly provae
1their worth and value -5 12 hen?
'all kidney and bladde - -
irregularities. They
remedy for rheumatis
uric acid from the jo.i: -
lTry them. Sibert's Drug -~

Deafness Cannot Be Cured
by local applications, as they cannot
reach the diseased portion of the ear.]
There Is only one way to cure deaf-|
ness, and that is by constitutional
remedles. Deafness is caused dy an

of
@l tin s
1 jied

1
™

; t -
ing of the Eustachian Tube, When |  BoWing Team Must Practice

his tube is inflamed you have a rumb- iFlarence Times.
ling sound or imperfect hearing, and| The Florence bowling team is get-
When it is cntirely closed. Deafness ting ready for another tilt with the

is the result, and unless the innam--b : . = v
mation can be taken out and this| oys in Sumter, who have gotten

tube restored to its normal condi- | AWaY with the games of most of the
tion, hearing will be destroyed for- tournaments, and they want to give

ever; nine cases out of ten are caused [Sumter a wigging. Florence won one

by Catarrh, which is nothing but anigame over Sumter last year, and she
inflamed condition of the mucous
surfaces. wants to put one more to her credit.
We will give One Hundred Dollars '
for any case of Deafness (caused by This Interests Every Woman.
catarrh) that cannot be cured by|
Hall’'s Catarrh Cure.
culars, free,

Send for cir- women come to him thinking that

jthey have female troublel.‘ but wheg

K he treats them for their kidneys an

¥. % Ch?rmiydﬁ c(;)l.;lo Iblatldor. they soen recover, This is

0300, ‘|worth knowing, and also that Foley

Sold by druggists, 75c, {Iidney Pills are the best and safest

Take Hall's Fﬂm“y Pills for Constl-,medicine at such times, They are
vation, '

| tonic in action, quick in results, They
SUMTER PROOF, 'Fwill help you.—Advt.

Should Convince Every Sumter Read- | Marriage License Record,
oF | A license to marry was issued Thurs.

|day to Mr. R. D. Butler and Miss

l;I.'ula Hodge of Sumter.

The frank statement of a neighbor, | .“'
' Constipation Cured.

r. King's New Life Pills will re-

lleve constipation promptly and get
(Your bowels in healthy condition
again. John Supsie, of Sanbury, Pa.,
says: “"They are the best pills I ever
used, and I advise everyone to usa
/them for constipation, indigestion and
{liver complaint.” WIill help you.
' Price 26c., Recommended by your
| druggist.—Advt.

telling the merits of a remedy,
Bids you pause and believe,
The same ondorsement,
By some stranger far away
Commands no belief at all.
Here's a Sumter case,

A Sumter citizen testifies,

Read and be convinced,
E. T. Windham, grocer, 20 B, Cal-
houn Street, Sumter, 8. C., says: "My

Fire Wednesday Afternoon.
Fire Wednesday afternoon destroy-
ed a chicken house on the premises

*A family doctor said recently that'

'kidneys did not do their work regular- |

(ly and I was annoyed by too frequent

of Mrs. C. ’. Gregg. For a while it
'looked as if the fire would spread to

: > » secreti the residence, but the chemical being

“May | speak a word, sir?™ he : pany. Now answer me plainly, will . p 0o ., ' pasages of the kidney secretion. There '

utd.'elutjz:oly. :::mimzlhe;:ythacg::;::;dlt)?nilr‘)m::: you proceed quietly, or shall we bo He began to swear at our {1l luck, Was lameness, soreness and pain in Auickly applied by the firemen ex-
“Certainly, sergeant; 40 you make gaddle, we followed him as silently | compelled to tle you to your horse?" , . I stopped him with a gesture he the small of my back and I had oth- tinguished the blaze. [

*nything out of all this:" as though we were but spirits of the _ | XNe¥ she was crying; but with /oo ¢ ooearipanso ignore. ‘er symptoms of kidney complaint. b
“Yes, oir”" he answered eagerly. “I night. Up the road I caught the red ;:rafo'i'; :ﬂ;:l‘":;'fd":" ‘l“ Steadying  upnough of that” 1 commanded, Doan's Kidney Pills, which I got at! *Foley Kidney Pills repay your

now exactly how we missed I, gieam of a dre almost spent, and & “1 will go,” lh: naido i - sternly. “Bad fortune ls seldom bet- China's Drug Store, entirely relieved Confidence in their healing and cura-
snd where we are. The cutoff to the &9, -

White Hriar | spoke to you about this

black figure crossed us, casting an odd

tered by hard words. PFirst of all,

Any kidney or bilad-

“ " i : . ave. tiVe qualities.
shadow against the face of the rock my";‘ha:n:. ’;o;l.nk“d"!i' gra:oly lmag help me to drag this dead body out of :ne T‘d SalRl Be N fonl 0.y hpe der disease not bevond ths reach of
afternoon cannot be more than a hun- where it was lighted by the flickering Paue; Ol Save save sizht.” . em‘. ) _ medicine will yield to their use. Mrs,
dred yards below here.” red blaze. It was all over in a mo- '0® & most unpleasant duty. You may  n one side of us the bank fell away I'or sale by all dealers. Price 50 (grgelia Copeland, Ardeola, Mo., says:
“Ride ahead carefully then, and seco ment, a mere glimpse, but 1t formed ride on, largeanl;"thlu lady and I will with such precipitancy that when we CONt8. Foster-Milburn Co., Buffalo, 1 had kidney and bladder trouble
if you can locate it. Be cautlous; one of those sudden plctures which follow, as before. once succeeded in dragging our load New York, sole agents for the United for over a vear and 6 bottles of FFo-
there may be a plcket stationed there, paint themselves on the braln and fhe scarcely changed her posture ¢ the edge, we experienced no diffi- States. fley Kidney Pille cured me It is
We will balt where we aro until You can never after be effaced. I recall 28 I spurred forward, riding now so

return.”

culty in sending it crashing down-

Remember the name— Doan's—and

the same story from every one who

- X / sayv, "'they ¢
yot the long shade cast by the man's ¢lose to her side that I could feel the ward. The body plunged through the take no other. No. 28 | Sibert's 'flléun:'\:*]t:rl; Adve, oo e
He wwung forward his carbine gun, the grotesque shape of is flap- fap of her saddle rise and fall against thick underbrush at the bottom of the
where it would be handy for Instant ping army overcoat, the quick change ™Y knee. Whatever of evil she may oggre, where [ knew it would be com- One of the revisions now  being
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