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WHAT ABOUT STOTHART?

Gov. Blease answers some of the
damaging charges made against him
by flat denials, others by denounc-
Mg those who make them as cow-

arde and lars, still others by produc-
g aMdavits from Hub Evans, John
Bell Towell, J'm Farnum, L, W, Boy-
Rin, Jos. B. Wylle, Jodle Rawlingon,
John Black and others whose con-
mection with the old dispensary Is a
matter of record. His explanations
are specious and do not get down to
fhe meat of the matter, A denial is
mot proof of the falsity of a charge;
abuse of a witness does not disprove
Bis testimony; aMidavits by men charg-
o6d with being accessories to the al-
Jeged crime are not accepted In any
ocourt a# adequate defense. Governor

has not produced evidence to
sontradict the charges against him,
and belore an interested and honest
jury his defense would fail. There is
one charge that he dodges altogether,
for his own boon companion, Stothart,
does not deny the charges and Blease
sannet In this case manufacture a

defense by getting Stothart to make '

an affidavit to sult the exigencies of
the case, Stothart admits that if he
says onything he will  incriminate
himself, yet Blease stands by his
friend and gives him & free hand to
sontinue his course of grafting on the
Charleston blind tigers. Judge Jones
‘In his speech at Chester stated the
Stothart matter ery forcibly as fol-
Tows: -

“Judge Jones sald he hoped, from
thebottom of his heart, that the gov-
ernor, for the honor of his great office
and the good name of his great State,
wWuuid ultimately be shown to be clean
and innocent of graft. “I have not
charged him with graft,” Judge Jonea
declared; “I do not now charge him
with graft. 1 have not referred to
the investigation at Augusta, though
Be imtimated yesterday and again to-
day that I had. But I have spoken
of the situation developed at Charles-
163. where witnesses have sworn to
the payment, statedly, of graft to the
ehlef constable of the governor for
protection of ‘blind tigers' against the
Iaw; and this chlef constable himself
Stothart, when asked as to his con-
nectlon with such graft, declined to
testify, on the ground that it would
tend to  ineriminate him—this being
& practical admission of his com-
plicity. If 1 were governor, and as
much evidence had been produced
Against my appointee as has been pro-
duced against Stothart, | would sus-
pend him, or remove him; 1 would
not tolerate such an officer, 1 would
not let him serve another minute,
I would not permit the great name of
my State to rest under such a stain,
There hns been made out agninst the
chief constable o prima facle case of
systematic grafting. and
&ven to deny It. So long as he is kept
in office he s encouraged In this posi-
fion, and you

he refuses

my fellow eltizens, hoar
the shume -q){l humiliation of it."”
And while
Btothurt remains silent foar fear of in-
sriminating himselr
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with many bloody oaths that they Kk sl
it all and never gave Blease aocent
they are  sawift witnesses  for  they
deny dividing with Blease before they
are charged with doing so It I= siig-
niNncant, howeveg that m J. Nich
nlas, Esq., of Hpoortan o vihen i tend
that he paid, out of his own pocket, o
part of HEHlease's campuaign eoxXpopses
two vears ago anl expected to de L he
sptne thing this enr, A AL e
come from the pardon induastry coppes

In handy In the cirewmmn=tances, and It
perves Nlease’s purpose just as well a
if ‘there had heen 0 business-like di-

iIslon of the pardon sp
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FARMERS’
UNION NEWS

Prastical Thoughts for Practioal
Farosers.

|| (Conducted by B. W. Dabbs, Pres-

ident 8. C, Farmers Unlen.)

—
—

some Random Thoughts,

warehouse law,
'el'!ect in its present form by reason
of its fallure in certaln respects o
comply with the requirements of the
Constitui'on, " an@ not on the prin-
ciple involved, Nowhere in the de-
cision do the Justices even suggest
that the underlying idea Is repug-
nant to the Constitution or to a sound
governmental policy. That the State
Union will be able to make the next
bill constitutional there can be no
reason to doubt, Already resolutions
are belng drafted, and plans formn-
Ited to remove the defects, and sug-
gest a safe, practical, and constitu-
tional measure,
. & L

In the next lssue we will print an
article on Sumter County's School-
day. The wide circulation of the
Progressive Faurmer from Texas o
Virginia makes this a splendid adver-
tisement of Sumter County and City.

Light From the Dark Corner,

Dark Corner, July 18.—Well, as my
last letter slipped Iinto that large
mouthed recepticle just at the edi-
tor's right hand, I will write a few
dots more from this corner.

We are having fine rains for the
crops which have improved since
the rains set in on the 28th of June.
But corn is surely small and, if we
make any, it will have to grow on
small stalks,

Mr. H. W. Pritchard, near Ramsey
has the best acre of corn that I have
seen and Mr, J. M. Kolb the best field
of cotton.

There i3 a fine crop of peaches, but
they are rotting very rapidly. Whole
trees will rot In a night.

Politics 1s still cool here as yet, no
one finding fault with his neizhbor
about who he intends to vote for,
which 1 think is right. No man has
any business to say who another
should vote for. I have heard that a
man sald a few days ago that no
vote for Blease,
Don't you think, Mr. Editor, that is
golpg too far? There are good men
who will vote for Blease as well as
bad ones who will vote for Jones,
Both have got good and bad sup-
porters. 1 learned a verse when |
was a boy that 1 think all should
read and remember:

“Speak gently; it is better far
“To rule by love than fear;

“Let not harsh words mar,

“The good we might do here.”
And I have learned a man may he
coaxed and persuaded, but you will
fail most every time you try to drive
or scold him into your way of think-
ing. As | have said, every man that
don't vote as 1 do is a scoundrel—I
expect to vote as 1 please, I have
seen none of the candidates here as
vet,

Mr. Len White called on me but 1
WwWus not ut home when he came
through here sharpening his seraping
Knife preparing to scalp Mr. P, M,
Pitts on the supervisor's job. Hurrah
for the that as they
both my friends,

Rev, Marion W, Gordon at Summer-
ton and Mr, I, P, Broadway of Pinoe-
wood, dined with M., J. Ardis
Suturday and Sunday,

ane beats are

last

Hard Times,

News Notes From Wisacky,

Wisacky, July 20.—~Farmers are

very busy with the cotton crop, have-
ing linished with the corn crops aned
With the peas and the potato crops,
They have been greatly hampered ia
thelr work by the heavy rains which
began in this seetion the st day of
this month,

The health  of the community U
moderaiely cood at this thine.

Mr. M, L. Willinms I3 hmproving
slowly from severe trouble with  his
rikht eve, The sight has  not heen
restored yei, but D, Wilson of Sio-
ter gives il great  encony LU AR ERARY

vMrs, K. J, Willinms has heon ver
Sich for severa! months A pant il
the time she was extremely jL
her oyesight has TR preatiy dn
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The yvour torllks L hiving |
merry  thne, There will be a
party  ar M, M, L, WHanms" harie
nest week. Thoere will also be i priv et
nt Mr. Willlie Giteoan'™s Mond oy
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ENTERS GENERAL DENIAL OF
DICTAGRAPH RECORD,

™

Spartunburg Pardon Speculator Says |

He Was Drunk When Talking to
Burns' Detective and Was Not Re-
sponsible  for  Statements—Testi-
meny Belfore Investigating Com-
miitee Explanatory But Not Satis-
factory—Graft  Collection Proved
on Stothart, Blease's  Charleston
Friend.

P
Columbia, July 18,—Senator Car-
lisle, the chairman of the investigat-
ing committee, did not arrive here
from Spartanburg until noon and the
proceadings began at that hour.
| Samuel J. Nichols, the Spartanburg
attorrey, went on the stand then and
‘told of his side of the alleged deal,
which Detective Reed claimed to
{have made with him to l)‘l}' the par-
tdon of James Johnson, the notorious
iyeggman. Nichols, with an array of
prominent attorneys, was here to go
ton the stand. Several people from
different parts of the State are pres-
ent,

The library at the State house was
well filled with spectators when the
dispensary investigating committee
assembled today at noon to hear the
testimony of Sam J. Nichols, who was
charged in Detective Reed's testi-
mony with having been employed by
him in the alleged scheme to buy a

pardon for James Johnson. alias
cracker,
Gus  DeFord, the notorious safe

Mr. Nichols was present with his
attorneys, his father, Judge Geo, W.
Nichols and Ralph K. Carson, C. P.
Sanders, W. M. Jones, C. P. Sims,
Robert T. Gantt of Spartanburg. J.
G. Hughes of Union, W, 8. Nelson of
Columbia and C. ¢, Wyche of Spar-
tanburg.

All of the investigating commit-
tee were present except W. L. Danie)
of Saluila.

Prior to opening the public ses-
sion, the investigating committee
held a short executive session. They

filed in the library at 12.20 and took
their seats.

Carlisle called the meeting to order
at 12.20 and announced that it was
called chiefly to hear the testimony
of 8, J. Nichols, Mr, Nichols gave the
names of C. P, Sanders and W. M.
Jones as counsel, who would appear
for him today.

Chairman Carlisle read intg cthe
record rhe statenment that he had at
the request of Mr. Nichols requeste:l
Felder to have E, 8. Reed, the detec-
tive, present at the hearing today, He
also read into the record Felder's
reply that Reed had left Atlanta for
Chicago. but that if he were there ne
would not come into South Carolina
to testify,

W. M. Jones, of counsel for Nicho!s,

asked questions of Nichols to show
that Reed, the detective had come to
Spartanburg posing as a Chicago Jaw-
yer, whe wanted to represent the man
D¢Ford in the South Carolina peni-
tentiary,
Heed, Nichols said, had been sent
him by a Spartanburg hackman,
“Mr, Porter” was referred to C. P.
Nims Spartanburg. Nichols went
into the details of certain  arrang:-
ments hetween “Porter,”
to representing
and accounts of which have
well published.

Nichols related certain things about
hiz  conversation with “Porter”
the Hotel Finch., Nicho's
dted certain testimony that had been
titiaen the  dictagraph,  He o
Plained thiat he went into the “inter-
mrban' he had  tola
Tleed it reported that he
hicd been patd $350.000 for the sign-
ing ol the incorporating act,  He said
had told this “itan
He had the
his 1o the
Picdmont
the
hiud not even received
the Southern
which he
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NCHOLS BLAMES BOOZE.

|graph he was a delegate to Baltimore,
instructed for Harmon, he must cer-
{tainly have been drunk, for he was
fuu delegate at all. There was ltugh-

iter on the purt of all present wh-n!

‘this statement was made.

Nichols denied that he had ever
represented one Green in securing a
|pa:dun. Nichols told of joining the
campaign party in Barnwell and said
he went there with the intention of
asking the governor if he would con-
sider any pardons before the election.
He said, however, that when he found
the governor so busy, he did not men-
tion the matter.

The witness said when he saw the
newspaper story that Felder had said
Nichols had wired Reed to come to
Spartanburg and get the pardon, he
went to the Blackville office and wir-
ed Reed:

“Things do not look good. Come
to Spartanburg at once,” and he said

he was then “cold sober.”
He introduced the original mMessuge
in evidence., and said he had not

wired Heed anything else.

Mr. Nichols saild he spent last Sun-
day here with Governor Blease, and
the first he knew of any reported
"er okedness.” he read it in the Sun-
day morning papers. He said when

he got to Spartanburg he found Por-
ter's

answer from Chicago to the
Blackville message.
“Though, in truth” he said,

"Porter was in Augusta.” This wire
was introduced and is as follows:

“"Chicago, July 13, 1912,
J. Nichols, Spartanburg, S. C.

“Your wire received today. Take
it for granted papers ready. Am
mailing New York draft twenty thous-
and as ngreed. Wire immediately if
paper is issued today,

“Henry N. Portes”

The witness said he had been told
the stenographer who took the rec-
ords of the dictugraph was Tom Fel-
der's stenographer.,

"Cun not stenographer  easily
changing the notes so as to misreport
statements?” asked Attorney Jones.

Mr. Nichols replied he thought he
could. Chairnan Carlisle stated., for
Mr. Jones that the stenographer had
never sworn to his notes as submitted
to the committee, The witness suid
the nume of mian who is alleged
to have had a fight with Mr., Hearon,
editor f the Spartanburg Herald. as
mentioned in the
WICNg s reported, other
of Spartanburg people men-
tioned fn the dictugraph records. At
one place in the dictagraph record
Nichols had referred to the governor
a8 necessarily sharing in the “prof-
its"” of the pardon. but the witness
said he evidently was referring to
Sims and not to the governor. Mr,
Jones said the stenographer had
here and in other places put in the
word “governor” to make the record
miscarry.

AMr, Nichols read from a magazine.
the American Federatfon, a statement
from George W. Wickersham, attor-
ney general of the United States to
show that W. J. Burns *“stacked
cards,” using Burn's own words, and
had used “improper methods in the
investigation of certain
country, The attorney general, this
article said, had reported Burns’
work, “haracterizing certain of Burns'
reports in o Lovernment investigation
evigive,'”

Ar. Jounes =aid he had a letter  to
show that the dictagraph, as used in
the Lorimer case, was unreliable, and
he said this will be introduced if the

“Sam
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writer of the letter, an oficial  in
Wiashington and o friend of Nichols',
would give consent for its uze. This
will b lutroduced Later, if  at all

', Sunders of
hiz counsel, Mr., Nichols sinid he never

tin o ogquesiion ol O,

Matde any agrecment to receive any
money for Governor Dlease and he
did not think the governor  would
Nove Peveived any =uch bribe, if it
shon!d be offered, In all this testi-
meny o Mr. Nichols was gneztioned by
PWL M. Jones, of Sjartanburg, one

El-l‘ hiis attorneys,
! Nichols said he

had made no gtate-

tment o hiz knowledge, and i he
.'nI{-I it was when he was under the
151.!1”': veoof whizkey,” that he  wonld
LCeept any oney for ase in connecs
l;n--:. Wity cion, Blease's campaign.
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friendship in securing the lu*ge num-
ber orf pardons and he
(has Leen governor of Caro-
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South
Commissioner Curey,
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imposed upon, and ir the others were

1‘azs meritorious

as mine, in none

he Leen imposed upon,” replivd Nich-
ols,

Asked as to the statement reported
in the dictagraph record that if
Blease were elected the United
States senate, he (Nichols) would in
two vears the

Lo
be elected governor,
witness laughed and suid:

“That shows 1 was drunk, for it I
should he elected governor in two
years, I could not qualify, for i am
too young,” There was considerable
laughter,

Mr, Nichols said he knew little of
the DeFord case, except what he
got from Reed, the detective.

He suid, that on investigation he
had found that €, P, sims did not
represent Del‘ord, the prisoner repre-
senting himself, not being able to pay
for an attorney,

R. K. (Carson,
Spartanburg,

an attorney of
was the next witness,
He testified of the trial and physical
condition of DeFord and said, from
his knowledge. and ir his condition
now is as it was when he last had
a4 report on it, he thought he needed
a pardon, and he said under the cir-
cumstances: he thought there
nothing unprofessional in laying a
petition for DeFord's pardon before
the governor, Severul witnesses tes-
titied that Delord was suffering from

was

tuberculosis and had other infirmi-
ties,
Magistrate R. J, Gantt was the

next witness, He testitied that on the
day of the interview Mr, Nichols was
“fighting drunk.” He gave as his
opinion that there was nothing un-
professional in laying the pardon pe-
tition before the governor.

Affidavits from C‘has P. Calvert
and R. B, Paslay were introduced to
show that Nichols was drunk on the
trip to Baltimore,

Mr, Nichols testified that he want-
ed Reed. the detective, here today
to appear that he might contradiet
him in case the detective said Nichols
wus not drunk during the testimony
recorded in the dietagraph, and he
also wanted to contradict his state-
ment, as reported in an Atlanta pa-
per. that a telegram had been sent
to Chicago by Nichols telling Reed
to come to Spartanburg and close the
“deal.”

Judge

Geo, W. Nichols, father of
the first witness, was the second wit-
ness. He testified that on’ the day
of the interview in the Hotel Finch
had taken place he saw his son more
drunk than ever before,

C. P. Sims, of Spartanburg, was
the third witness,. He told of cir-
culating the petition for the pardon
of DeFord, and said he thought the
prisoner in such a bad physical condi-
tion that he should be pardoned. He
offered to get an affidavit to show
DeFord had been wrongfully
victed,

Sims testified of Sam J. Nicholg’
drunken condition on the day of the
interview, and of having been suspi-
cious as to the doing of “Porter,” He
spoke of his high esteem of Govern-
or Blease and said knew of no
wrongful acts on the part of the govd
He said he doubted that
wis honest, but he was will-
ing to “risk” the job for a good fee.

The direct charge of gralt in con-
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ernor,

“Porter”

nection with the Charleston whiskey
situntion and the defense as put up
Sam J. Nichols, the Spartanburg  at-
torney, to the charge of & pardon
deal were the features of the session
vesterday  of the  committes ol the
general assembly of South Carolina

investigaiing the affiirs of

the old State dispensary.

is

thut

The committes made a ruling ves-
terday that wiill have an  important
hearing on all witnesses to be sun-
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'BLEASE A LIAR! SAYS BRAGE

CHARLESTOX  MAYOR DIRECTS
STRONG LANGUAGE AT GOV.
ERNOR.

Emphatically Denies  Statement That
He Endeavored to Control
Peintment of Constables,

Ap-

| e ——
I Charleston, July 20, —Muvor Grace
declured that the statement of Gov.
'lila-nsv that he endeavored to control
‘the dispensary constabulary appoint-
ments is “un absolute, unqualined lie
and Blease knows it is a lie.” Mayor
Grace said that he protested against
_thc appointment of constables for
Charleston from the very first, as his
letters, which have been printed,
?ha\'e shown., Mayor Grace said that
Gov. Blease attended the conference
at the German artillery hall and he
{was pressed to say what he proposed
lm do about the placing of constabu-
ilar,\' forces in Charleston. At first he
denied that he was going to appoint
‘constables for Charleston and then
he admitted that he was thinking
{about appointing Stothardt to the of-
fice of chief constable, Mayvor Grace
ind others protested against it and
I the presence of the party, num-
bering about 15, Mayor Grace said,
thut Blease turned to L. C. A. Roess-
ler and offered him the position. Ms.
Roessler refused to have it and de-
clared also his opposition to a con-
stabulary force in Charleston.

After the announcement of the ap-

pointment of Chief Stothart, Gov.
Blease asked Mayor Grace if he
would name the appointees for the
force, the mayor stated that he in-
dignantly told him that he wou'd
have nothing to do with the
constables, that we - Lt

the appointment
kind, even if he
of the men.

BARS PRIZE FIGHT PICTURES,

House Pusses Senate Bill Prohibiting
Tramsportation of Such Films in
Interstate Commerce,

Washington, July 10, —Prize fight
moving pictures today became a thing
of the past in the United States when
the house pasased a senate bill pro-
hibiting the transportation of such
moving picture films between the va-
rious =States and territories or from

foreign countries. Heavy fines for
violation of the prepesed law are
fixed by the billL

ARMY WORMS APPEAR.
Much Damage Being Mo oo o

Forage Cro:.

The aimy werm ha-
large numbers in varic Lirns
the State within the past week and
much damage is being done to corn,
grass and forage crops, The situation
is serieus and fears are entertained
that the corn crop may be destroyed
in some sections, Until Saturday no
worms were reported in Sumter Coun-
ty, but that day reports began to come
in from widely separated sections of
this and Lee county that the worms
had mude their appearance and were
doing great damage to corm,

"

peas
and sweet potatoes as well as mak-
ing a clean sweep of grass. Thus far

¢otton has not been attacked by the
worms., Seme of the farmers whose
cropg are heng destroyved the
worms were buying Paris green Sat-
urday and will make an effort to ex-

by

terminate the pest before their corn
Crops are a total loss. There was
only a limited supply of Paris gresn

to be had in town and unless the sup-
ply of poison  is repienished guickly
the worns will do great damage be-

fore the fight against them cun be
started.
Comptroller General A. W. Jones

completed his inspection of the audi-
tor’'s hooks and reports Thursday
dabont two hours,
Pleted

in
When he had com-
his inspection he made some
Very complimentary

the

=tatements con-
and the manner
in which he Kept the books and he ex-

verning auditor

pressed himself as very much pleas-
vd with the results of his  examine-
tion.
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