feal like a rainbow gone wrong. Just
my luck to have to borrow from
everybody, Look at me! This collar
t Mr. Welington’s makes me feel like
peanut in a rubber tire.” He turned

‘to Fosdick.
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“l say, Mr. Fosdick, what size col-
lar do youn wear?

“Fourteen and a balf,” sald Fosdick.

“Fourteen and a half!—why don't
you get a neck? You haven't got a
plain white shirt, have you? Our
English friend lent me this, but it's
purple, and Mr, Ashton's socks are
maroon, and this peacock blue tle is
very unhappy.”

“I think I can fit you out,” sald Fos-

“And if you had an extra pair of
socks,” Mallory pleaded—"“just ome
palr of unemotional socks.”

“I'l show you my repertoire.”

“All right, I'll see you later.” Thea
he went up to Wellington, with much

of manner. “By the way,

Mr. Wellington, do you suppose Mrs.
Wellington could lend Miss—Mrs.—
could lend Marjorlie some—some—"

Wellington waved him aside with
magnificent scorn: “l am no longer
in Mrs. Wellington’s confidence.”

“Oh, excuse me,” sald Mallory. He
bhad noted that the Wellingtons occu-
pled separate compartments, but for
all be knew their reason was as ro-
wmantic as his own.

CHAPTER XXIIL

Through a Tunnel.

Mrs. Jimmie Wellington, who had
traveled much abroad and learned in
England the habit of smoking in the
corridors of expensive hotels, had ac-
qQuired also the habit, as travelers do,
of calling Englund freer than Amer-
fca. She detesmined to do her share
toward the education of her native
country, and chose, for her topic, to-
bacco as a feminine accomplishment,

She had grown Indifferent to stares
and audible comment and she could
fight a protesting head waiter to a
standstill, If monuments and tablets
are ever erected to the first woman
who smoked publicly in this place or
that, Mrs. Jimmie Wellington will be
variously remembesed and occupy a
large place in historical record.

The narrow confines of the women's
room on the sleeping car soon palled
‘on her, and she objected to smoking
there except when she felt the added
luxury of kesping some other woman
-outside—fuming, but not smoking.
And now Mrs, Jimmie had staked out
A claim on the observation platform.
She sat there, pufing like a major-
general, and In one portion of Ne-
braska two furmers fell off their agri-
‘eultural vehicles at the sight of her
cigar-eamoke tralling after the train.
In Wyoming three cowboys followed
her for a mile, yipping and howling
‘their compliments

Feel v the smoke mood coming on,
Mrs Wellington 1uvited Mrs. Temple
te gampolta with hat, Lut Mrs. TIIHDI.
folt & temtnticent 2ualm at the very
thought, s0 Mrs. Juomie sauntered
out alome, to the great surprise of
Ira Lathrop, whose motto was, “Two
heads are better than one,” and who
Was apparently willing to wait tiA
Anne GQGattle's head grew on his
shoulder.

“I trust I don't intrude,” Mrs. Well-
ington saild.

“Ob, no. Oh, yes.” Anne gasped in
flery confusion as she fled into the
car, followed by the purple-faced ira,
who slammed the door with a growl:
“That Wellington woman would break
up anything.”

The prim Ittle missionary toppled
into the nearest chair: “Oh, Ira, what
will she think’

“She can't think'" Ira grumbled.
“In a Nttle while she'll know."

“Don’t you think we'd better tell
everybody before they begin to talk?”

Ira glowed with pride at the
thought and murmured with al! the
ardor of a senlle Romeo: *] suppose
80, ducky darling. TI'll break it—I
mean I'll tell 1t to the men, and you
tell the women ”

“All right, dear, I'! obey you,” she
answered, meekly,

“Obey me!” Ira laughed with boy-

ish swicger. “And you a mission-
ary!"

eil, I've ennverted one heathen,
fuyway,” sald Anne as she darted
dowu the corridor, followed by Ira,
who announced his intention to “go
to the bagguge car and dig up his old
Prince Albert.”

In laelr flight forward they passed
the mysterfous woman in the state-
room. They were too full of thelr
own mystery to give thought to hers.
Mrs. Fosdick went timidly prowling
toward the observation CAr, suspect-
ing everybody tc be a 8py, as Mallory
suspected everybhody to be a clergy-
mun In disgulse

As she stole along the corridor
past the men's ¢clubroom she saw her

husband—her here-and-there husband |

~wearlly counting the telegraph
posts and summing them up tato |
miles. She tapped on the glass and
signalled to him, then passed on.

He answered with a look, then pre- |
tended not to have noticed. and walt-
ed a few moments before Bo rose with
an elaborate alr of carelessness. e
beckoned the porter and sald:

“Let me kuow the moment we en- |
ter Utah, will you?"

“Yassah. We'll be comin’

along
right soon now. We got

to pass

through the big Aspen tunnel. after !’

that, b=fo’ long, we splounce into old
Utah.”

“Don't forget,” sald Fosdick, as he
sauntered out. Ashton perked up his

ears at the promise of a tunnel and |,

kept hls eye om hils watch.
Foadick entered the
room with a hungry look In lhis !
lusclous eyes. His now-and-then wife
put up a warning finger to Indlcate
Mrs. Whitcomb's presence at
writing desk.
Fosdick's amlile froze Into a smirk

L
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of formality and Re fried to ehill his
tone as if he were speaking to a total
stranger.

“Good afternoon.™

Mrs. Fosdick answered with ecual
fce: “Good afterncon. Won't you sit
down?"

“Thanks.
ery, lsn’t 1t?

“Isn’t 1t?" Fosdick seated Atmself,
looked about cautiously, noted that
Mrs. Whitcomb was apparently ab-
sorbed in lLer letter, then lowered his
voice confidentially. His face kept up
& strained pretense of indifference,
but his whisper was passionate with
longing:

“Has my poor little wifey missed
bher poor old hubby?”

“Oh, so much!" she whispered.
“Has poor little bhubby missed his
poor old wife?"

“Horribly. Was she lonesome in
that dismal statc.oom all by her
self?” .

“Oh, so miserablel f <un't stand 1t
much longer."

Fosdick's face blazed with good
news: “In just a little while we corce
to the Utah lilne—then we're safe.”

“God bless Utah!'™

The rapture died from her facs as
she caught sight of Dr. Temple, who
happened to stroll in and go to the
bookshelves, and taking out a book
happened to glance near-sightedly her
way.

“Be careful of that man, dearie,”
Mrs. Fosdick hissed out of cone side
of her mouth. “He's a very strange
character.”

Her husband was infected with her
own terror. He asked, huskily: “What
do you think he i8?"

“A detective! I'm sure he's watch-
Ing us. He followed you right in
here.”

“We'll be very cautious—till we get
to Utah.”

The old clergyman, a little fuzzy in
brain from his debut in beer, contin-
ued Innocently to confirm the appear-
ance of a detective by drifting aim-
lessly about. He was looking for his
wife, but he kept glancing at the un-
easy Fosdicks. He went to the door,
opened it, saw Mrg. Wellington finish-
Ing a cigar, and retreated precipitate-
ly. Seeing Mrs, Temple wandering in
the corridor, he motioned her to a
chalr near the Fosdicks and she sat
by his side, wondering at his filmy
eyes,

The Fosdicks, glancing uncomfor:-
ably at Dr. Temple, rose and selected
cther chalrs further away. Then
Roger Ashton sauntered in, his eyes
searching for a proper companion
through the tunnel,

He saw Mrs. Wellington returning
from the platform, just tossing away
her cigar and blowing out the last of
its grateful vapor,

With an effort at sarcasm, he wen?
to her and offered her one of his own
cigars, smiling: “Have another.”

She took it, looked it over, and
parried his irony with a formula she
had heard men use when they hate
to refuse a gift-cigar: “Thanks. I'll
smoke it after dinner, if you don't
mind.”

“Oh, I don't mind,” he laughed, then
bending closer he murmured: “They
tell me we are coming to a tunnel, a
nice, long, dark, dismal tunnel.”

Mrs. Wellington would not take a
dare. She felt herself alrendy eman-
cipated from Jimmie, 8o she answered
Ashton's hint with a laughing chal-
lenge:

“How nice ot the conductor to ar-
range it.”

Ashton smacked his lips over the
prospect.

And now the porier, having noted
Ashton's impatience to reach the tun-
nel, thought to curry favor and a
quarter by announcing its approach,
He bustled in and made stralght for
Ashton just as the tunnel announced
itself with a sudden 8woop of gloom,
& great Increase of the train-noises
and a far-off clang of the locomotive
bell,

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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mirds of our county  folks  will
naturaliy turn to State and  county |
politics szain. I think it = well
vnough  for the candidates in the
counly to have o few mectings in

Blease and Charleston,

July 10,
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Charleston
which T will  do,
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Pubilisp it
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wrote,
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do my best o give it you,*
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THE FAMOUS “OLDS" GASOLINE ENGINES

Made by Seager Engine Works, Lansing, Mich.

Corn Machinery, Feed Grind-

s, Sawing Rigs, Spray Rigs,

\ Electric Light and Water

Pumping Plants, Hoists,

Cream Separators,

SUMTER RY. & MILL sUP.

lllll

PLY COMPANY,

B e e

Include in Your Summer Plans a Trip to
the Beautiful

Isle of Palms

Every Acpessory. Comfort and Amusement Belong-
Ing to a Modern Seashore Resort.

See Historic Sullivan’s Island—Restaurant, Hotels, Cot-
tages, Boarding Houses, Etc. Reduced R. R. Rates.

Consolidated Co. cuarieston

——n

ﬁ
GEORGE H. HURST

Announces that he has secured the services of Mr. J.
K. Wilson, of Columbia, Tenn., an experienced fur-
niture man and funeral director and embalmer, and is
better prepared than ever to serve you day or night.
We solicit your patronage, and appreciate same,

George H. Hurst,

202 W MAIN STREET
: Night Phone 201

Day Phone 539

e —>
Seaside E ion Rat
. VIA
The Standard Railroad of the South
Ten-Day Rates.
Sold each Saturvday (June 1st to Aug. 10th inclusive) te 1sle
of Palms and Sullivan's Lslund, 8. U, limited reach original start-
Ing point 1o days from, but not including date of gale,
Sold each Thursday (May 30th 1o Aug, 15th inclusive' to
Wilmington and Wrightsville Beach, N. C., limited to reach orig-
il starting point not later than midnight second Monday fal-
lowing dute of sale.
Wilmington, N. C.—Wrightsville 1vach, X, Cooand return £5.00.
I'or turther information cuall on local Ticket Agent. or address
T. C. WHITE,
General Passenger Agent, W ilmington, N. C.
. — N S—

Wrightsville Beach,
Wilmington, N. C.,

Is Calling You

The surf, the music, all ery out for vou to
follow the crowd.

No more delightful seaside resort onY South
Atlantic Coast, for bathing, boating, fishing
vacation pleasures.

Reached in a few hours via the eleg

of the

ATLANTIC  COAST LINE RAILROAD

The Standard Railroad of the South. andy Connections

and

ant service

[nquire for rates, schedules. ete., of
cal agent or address
W. J. CRAIG.

Passenger Traflic Manager,
WILMINGTON. N. C.

vour l.o-




