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FELDER DARES BLEASE

“HUBR HANDED ME $500; DESTROY
THIS LETTER.”

In & Bitter Arralgnment
of Cole. L. Blease, Publishes Two
Interesting Letters  In the Atlanta
Constitution—Challenges 0 Libel
Sait or Duel,

Atlanta, June 4.—The Atlanta Coun-
stitution yesterday published a most

sensational open letter addressed “To
Cole. L. Blease" and signed by Thom-
as B, Felder. This letter follows one
of & more general character address-
ed to many newspapers.

Charges of the gravest nature are
y of South
Carolina, and he Is challenged to go
int> tt, United States courts for
redress. Two lettrs signed ''Cole”
alleged to have been addressed
to> a liquor establishment, one asking
for pay for services and the other
acknowledging the recelpt of $500,
and expressing doubt of “Hub's"
rellability In money matters, are
printed.

HS says In part:

“If the charges I make are false,
they are lbelous per se, and 1 am
suably solveni

Moreover, with apologles to the
shades of my dcparted ancestors, 1 in
modesty (7) 2lalm to be your equal,
and if you are aggrieved by the
charges, it will be my pleasure to
meet you at such time and place with-
out the confines 5f your State that
may suit your convenlence, to the
end that abundant opportunity may
pe afforded to redress your griev-
ances, ' -

If my charges are groundless and
libelous and you do not wish t> seek
personal satisfactlon, you can insti-
tute suilt against me in the United
Btates court in the city of Atlanta—
should It be objected, however, that
this Is my home county, then in any
of the subdivisions of the district. As
sooh as suit is flled T hereby promise
and agree, In order to facllitate and
sxpedite the same and by way of cir-
cumventing any excuse you may offer
for inaction, that I will acknowledge
service and will enter Into a recog-
nizance with good and approved se-
ourity In an amount covering the
sum sued for, the fees of your goun-
8! and tha cost &f court together |
with your personal expenses gnd Lhe

men of your

|

witnases, the only|

sha!! finally pre litigation, |

Au investigation of this court will)

Al In the

& disinterested jurist, who, In the ad-
ministration of the laws, knows
nelther friend nor foe, and while his
decisions are occaslonally reversed,
they abound In such rigid integrity
that they are universally interpreted
1o be “without varlableness or shadow
“ tmj"-"

Then follow the direct charges on
which Blease is Invited to base hia‘
sult for libel. They affect his conduct
while senator frora Newberry in deal-'
ing with persona selling supplies to
the State dispensary. ;

Here are two letters as presented
by Col. Feider: !

“l use your own language: From
the “mountain of evidence" in my |;m-r
seaslon 1 submit for your consider-
atlon “a few grains of sand.” In do-
ing so T omit the names of the ad-
dresses:

“Dear Sir: I am greatly surprised

that you falled to eall upon me t‘Iul"-T
Ing your recent visit to Columbia and _

arrange the matter as promised.
Spoke to Hub about it and he referred
me to you, Have performed all ser-
vices as agreed both as to matters
pending here and as to the last pur-
chase by the board. Let me hear
from you at once. Read and destroy,

Yours truly,
(Signed.) “Csrle.”
This letter was written by you dur-
ing a sesslon of the legislature of the
State of South Carolina, in the month
of February, 1905,
tive

very

of a well known liquor house

which has had large transactions wlthi

the State dispensary.
Mareh 16, 1905, yvou addressed
other commuhlication the
party, as follows:

to anme

“Dear Sir: Since writing you on the

26th ultimo, saw Hub,

me the five hundred.
either deal directly with me
through J. Confidentially, can not
rely Hub in matters,
Hape to see you soon and report hap-

He handed

on money

penings. Very truly yours,
(Signed) “Cole."
Other charges about the methods

of securing votea in the primary elee-
tion last summer follow, and
closes In a caustic

taunt to the gov-
ernor of South Carollna t» seek vin-
dieation,
Commenting on the let*er, the

lanta Constitution says editorially
The Consiltutli n  publishes ¢lse-

where an Interesting, though some-

what personal, communieation ad

dressed by Hon., Thomas B. Feldep
to Gov, Bleasze of South Carolinn.
To those who know Col, Felder and

of tha bhond 1o be that you it

to the representa- |

Thereafter, on
an=- .

H«l‘l'ilfh-l:i

or

Felder

Al-l

who are informed as t> the chaos ex-
isting in the political affairs of South
Carolina, Is It scarcely necessary to
say that the governor of South Caro-
lina has, to say the least of it, taken
a circuitous route ta attack Mr, Fel-
der, his allegation, as mysterious and
misty as it is, relating to an event of
seven years ago., If there had been
anything in the governor's position,
he was recreant to his duty in not
having given the penpl'e of his State
the berefit of his infsrmation before
now, when he suddenly springs an at-
tack on Col. Felder in a general
fusillade in which he assaults at the
same time many prominent citizens of
South Carolina,

Gov. Blease seems to have a way
of running amuck, and that he has
done so in this instance no one who
knows Col. Felder will doubt,

FAROLED BY GOV. BLEASE

Four Convicts Free During Good Be-
havior.

Columbla, June 5.—Gov. Blease
late this afternoon paroled, during
good behavior, Martin McCreary, of
Barnwell, serving twelve years for
manslaughter since 1901; Clinton and
Bertha Harmon, of Abbeville, serving
eleven years since 1907 for man-
slaughter, and Charley Graham, of
Sumter, who was sentenced to three
years in 1910 for larceny of a blcycle.

Martin MecCreary has served ten
years of his sentence, and had but a
short while to serve If the regular
time is taken off for good behavior.
Solicitor James E. Davis wrote In the
McCreary case that the man ought to
be pardoned.

LUMBER COMPANY HAS CLAIM.

D. W. Alderman Firm Presents Com-
plaint Against Rates Filed by At-
lantic Coast Line.

P .

Washington, June 3.—The D. W.
Alderman Lumber company today
filed a complalnf against the Atlantic
Coast Line and the Southern rallways,
alleging vwnjust and unreassnable
ratea on shipments of lumber from
Marion, 8. C., to Canton, N. C. The
rate between these points, it is claim-
ed, should not exceed 17.8 cents per
hundred pounds, this being the rate
to Landrum, 262 miles from Marion.

“The rate as charged by defend-

ints is unjust and uureasonable,' the
complaint says, “as compared with
rates for similar distances, inasmuch
as [t make= 2 lower rate for this bus-

Miess moved Lhe same dis.ance be

‘ Misclose that it Is presided over by, 'Ween the same points when shipped

on local bllls of lading from Marion
to Landrum and to Canton than when
shipped on through bills of lading
from Marion to Canton.”

Reparation is asked and the com-
miasion 13 resuested to fix a fair rate
between the points named.

MAY INDICT FELDER MONDAY

BILL WILL BE HANDED TO NEW-
BERRY GRAND JURY,

Atlanta  Attorney Charged  with
Atempting to Bribe  State  Offi-
cial and  Conspiracy — Governor
Blease, H. H, Evans, John Bell
Towill and L. W, Boykin Expected
o Appear as Witnesses—Governor

Blease and “Hub" Evans on  Fel-
der's Letters,

i ——
Columbla, June 5.—1t is learned

tonight that at Newberry Monday

Thomas B, Felder, the Atlanta attor-
ney, will probably be formally in-
dicted. It is understaod that the in-
dictment will be in
warrant recently sworn out against
Col. Felder, charging him with of-
fering a bribe and conspiracy to de-
fraud the State.

The following witnesses, it is also
learned, have been summoned to ap-
pear at Court:

Governor Cole L. Blease, H. H.
Evans, of Newberry; John Bell Towill,
of Batesburg, and L. W, Boykin, of
Camden.

The information at hand is that
the Dbill of indictment will be placed
before the grand jury upon the con-
vening of court at Newberry Monday.

In regard to the ospen letter of Col.
T. B. Felder, published in the Atlanta
Constitution several days ago charg-
ing in effect that Governor Blease,
when a State Senator, represented
certain liquor houses, and otherwise
reflecting on South Carolina’'s Chief
Executive in connection with the old
State dispensary, Governor Blease to-
day had the following to say: “I do
not care to say anything as to such
stuff emanating from a man that I
have made a requisition for to an-
swer to corrupt practices in attempt-
ing to bribe the former State official
of this State. I shall not be diverted
from my purpose to bring him to jus-
tice. The public will soon learn how
foolish, maliclous and foul have been
and are the charges made against me
by such persons and their friends,
and will see how they will be con-
founded in their own filth. Let them
go on. The commission will econtinue
thelr work of investigation, and I will
do my best to have Felder answer for

accord with the

the violation of our law and his
‘-."\ Nas ner Wil Hnd thoat ) KB Y
|
lay of ¥ Koning
Referring to ol Felder's recent!ss
| i#sned open letters, “"HHubh' ¥, Evay
" .\;'nou.l;. whe was n Columhi

today, entered a sweeping denial to
all allegations made by Felder con-
cerning himself (Evans) in connec-
tion with the old State dispensary af-
fairs and signifies his readiness to
meet all charges made, even to the
extent of giving “them personal satis-
factlon” at any time and place they
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m

or eithor

of them may desire.
Columbia, June 5.—"We are going
to do avervthing we can to aid the
commission,” said Dr, W, J. Murray,
of this eity, the

former I]i.‘-i[!l-ll:-?-.lr_\'|
tonight. “Yes,”
will appear before the commission to-
morrow,” he added,

board chairman, we |

Rumor had it here a fevw days ago
that Dr, Murray was going to sue the

new commission for damages. 0,
Murray was asked about this and he,
while admitting that the same had |
heen suggested, remarked that he W;ts;
not going to do this.

You know it would have to be al
suit against the individual members

and not against the commission as a
whole, any way,” Dr. Murray ex-
plained. The story of his suing in
any event was denied by Dr. Murray
in his statement to this
dent.

COrrespon-

Commission Meets Today.

Columbia, June 5.—The dispensary
commision meets tomorrow. The
comission will have members of the
old commision before it wlith the
vouchers, about which Chairman
Murray, of the old commission will
also receive a letter from State Treas-
urer Jennings, to the effect that four
of the five banks, where the com-
mission seeks to have the $25,000
placed on deposit are not State de-
positories.

The new commission has engaged
an expert accountant, who has been
working on the books of the dis-
pensary commission and accounts in-
cident thereto. This {s regarded as
an important feature of the work be-
ing done by the commission’s order,

Florence Reaching Out,

The Times has been informed by
a gentlemen in a position to know,
that with the opening of the through
line to the west, and the institution
of a package train service from Chi-
cago to Florence, the Armour com-
pany might be induced t> pur fts
distributing depot here instead of
in Sumter. Up to this time the
Armour people used Sumter because
the freight to that point was less
than to this, everything coming over
the Southern and its connections
Columbia and being rebilled. Now

to

the conditions are changed. The

™ . Tait 3

themselves of, but which has not
been done so far. This would be a
great thing for Florence and it is a
pity, as we see things, that there is
not an organization here that could
take up a lot more that would make
Florence investments

Florence Times.

worth more.—

NEW BUILDINGS IN MAYESVILLE, |7

The Town is Growing and Improve-
ments are The Order of the bay,

—

Mayesville, June b.-~Th building
wave which struck Mavesville about
Lwo years ago still  continues and
many arc the improvements gaing on.
R, F. DesChampsand W. G. Thomas
are completing handsome residences |
on West LaFayette strect, Dr. J. 1.
Mills, J. D. Blackwell, and Miss Em-
ma Mayes have modern homes in!

process of construction  on Church
street, and E, G. Spencer and C, Tay-
lor are preparing to build residences |
in other parts of the town,
er residences probably
within the next few

business section

Still oth-
be  built |
months, In the!
of town, the l:lﬂ.‘.‘ul_
Mayes building on the corner of West
LaFayette and Main streets is near-
ing completion. This building will
contain the new quarters of the Bank
of I}Iayesville. which will be equipped
as conveniently and attractively as
any of the smaller banks of the
State. The building will contain two
large store rooms and offices and

will

when finished will be one of the hand-
somest and modern  business
buildings in the town, The new stores
of the Mayes Hardware company and
W. H. Dean are now completed and
occupied and add greatly to the busi-
ness scction,

most

R. J. Mayes, Jr., has been appoint-
ed a trustec of the Muavesville school
to succeed =, M. McCall, who moved

to Florence sometime ago. The se-
lection of Mr. Maves should give en-
tire satisfaction to all concerned. The

election of teachers for the scho] here
will be held in the near future, An
entirely new faculty will have to he
chosen, it is reported.

The citizens of the (own held a
mass meeting some weeks ago for the
purpase of taking steps toward se-
curing a new station here. A com-
mittee consisting of Rev. H. A, Knox,

1. W. Cooper and J. I'. Bland was
apopinted to interview the proper
authorities on the matter.

The com-t
mitte saw the Coast Line Officials in
Florence and laid their claims before
them. Nothing has been heard as yet
from the offieials in regard. to the'
matter and probably some further |
steps will be taken soon to push the
railroad people up. The town needs
a4 modern station in keeping with the'?
present progress and growth of the

=w * Y
i Ty ¥ 1

Imace haa in-

The refreshing rains o1 past
few days have improved the crops and
other vegetation to large extent
and the prospects are much better
for cotton and corn especially. Gar-
den truck has suffered greatly and
the rains eame too
some vegetables,

LIy

a

late

benafit
cabbage.

to

such as

, Bailey

, Mr. Davis's body servant,

1s

}
B LA A |

crop has been harvested and

i most cases has turned out better

than eXpected,

_\T'.il\'irl‘ N. I, \\'nmi-in has Eone to

his home at Sanford, N, C,, for a few
dayvs. Relief Agent Webster iz in
charge of the Coast Line otfices in his
absenee,

“Mir. and Mrs, R, OF. DesChamps
have returned from their extended
iridal tour in the North and Canada.

Mrs, . A. Chandiler, Jr., and Ilit-
the daughter, are visiting relatives in
Soelety HL

Mrs. W, 15 Smith and daughter, of
| Foikston, Ga., are visiting her moth-
er, Mrs. M. M. Maves,

Misz Carrie Maves, of Whiteville,
N. €., Is at home for a vacation 2f a
few weeks,

Misses Fannie Chandler, Hattie

Mayes, Nettle Mayes and Sadie Mayes
are at home from tb.ir respeetive col-
leges for the summer vacation.

BATLEY ON BLACK RACE.

Must Admit Their Inferiority amd

Keep It Constantly in Mind.

Washingion, June 5,—Senator Jo-
feph W. Bailey of Texas, addressing
a gathering of Confederate veterans,
tonight declared that if the two races
are to live in peace in this country,
it must be with the black race in con-
stant recognition of its inferiority.

Speaking of Jefferson Davis, in ob-
servance of whose birthday the gath-
ering was held, Senator Bailey said he

s less responsible for the conflict
between the States than any other
men, and was the last man in all the
South to abandon the hope of
reconeiliation,

“The truth of history was with the
Confederate people,” said the
tor.

a

sena-
“The fathers would never have
formed this Union if they had not
believed that it could be dissolved for
cause, If the Southern people be-
lieved they could not remain in the
Union with honor and safety they had
a right to secede.”

There was applause when Senator
presented an aged negro,
James A. Jones, who had served as
“He is the
only man living,"” said Senator Bailey,
“who knows where the seal of the
Confederate States is, and he won't
tell.

Many shook hands wth the old

negro, who had Jefferson Davis’' eane
with him.

t! been thrown out on the
DANK Smens Lo neaven as 1t
in the sun,

wanes

Sumter county alone b
a sufficient number of v
gies and carriages to ke
busy for a month or
them.

R.
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BOOSTER?

| Then Boost your Favorite in the Item-Watchman and Southron
Great Popularity Contest by paying a Yearly Subscription during

i
|

Booster Week--From June 5 to 12, 8:30 P. M.

25,000 Extra Votes —

20,000 votes over and above the regular scale will be given for
every club of 5 yearly subscriptions to the Item, or 10 yearly

subscriptions to the Watchman and Southron, from Monday,
June 5 to Monday, June 12, at 8:30 P. M

Every reader should pay a subscription this week and help some deserving
young lady to win. Both Old and New subscriptions count.
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