SOROOL FINANCES IN SOUTH
CAROLINA.

.l Appeal to Common Sense and
Consclence,

Te The Editor of the Dally Item:
in my last letter I discussed the
distribation of the constitutional
mill tax, and suggested a defi-
n of enroliment wnich woull
make the distribution contribute to
sohool efficlency. 1 now wish to dis
Cuas the practical difficulties whicn
comfront the school authorities of
South Carolina in the present method

of apportionment, and Its moral ten-
d dencles

q Constitution provides that the
i mill tax shall be apportioned

among the districts of the county In

which It is raised on the basis of en-

rellment, and leaves to the legisla-
ure the definition of enrollment. The
legislature has defined enrollment as

“Ten duys attendance during the pre- |

vious scholastic session.” Under this
dedinition & pupil who attends school
for less than ten days should not be
earolied and should not secure recog-
nitlor In the distribution of the three
mill tax. The actual number of pu-
pils who at one time or another at-

school during any scholastic

‘4 usually greater than tha
logal enrollment. For example, In

the annual report of the Columbia

schools for 1908-00 the total number

of puplls enrolled, In the
-

! 'c'ot the term, was 3,933,
;

ten day enroliment” was 3,-

#88. This is typleal of actual con-;

ﬂh'u all over the State.

B Since the amount of money avall-
able from the three mill tax for the
maintengnce of schools In any dis-
trict is dependent on the enrollment,

it Is to the pecunlary Interest of the

.~ imum period of ten days. The teach-
- or at the end of each month makes
}_* on the back of her pay warrant du-
plicate a report ta the county superin-

_ nt of education, who approves
y warrant for the teacher's salary.
. AR the end of the year each teacher
b.
port of the total number of puplls
emrolled, and of certain other data
indicated by the standard forms pro-

w by the State Department of |

ted through the district board of
trustees, who alone have the opportu-
to check its accuracy. The teach-
very soon finls out that the dis-
__telot board of trustees ls more con-
o that there should be a large
ént than thai there should be
te statement of facts.

consequence, the enrollment ro-
perted frequently Includes every child
_-"lto has been present even for one
day durin: the school session. In
fact there ure teachers in South Caro-
. ‘lﬂ who through Ignorance of the
legal provision, without desire to de-
fraud, report the entire list of puplls
as the legal enrollment.

The, law Is especlally subject to
abuse by negro teachers. As Is well
kmown in South Carolina, the dis-

funds are not divided among tha
schools of the district In propertion
to enroliment, but every negro child
counts as much as a white child in
securing funds for the district. The
negro schools afford the best oppor-
for padding the rolls. In fact,
contract with negro teachers Is not
infrequently made In South Carolina
in which the salary to be received by
the teacher ls dependent on the
ammber of children enrolled. The re-
Yort of the teacher is usually recelv-
ed and transmitted without correct-
’on. with a result which can be easily
imagined. Recently 1 visited a negro
school In South Carolina In which
I foeund nine children present. 1
asked the teacher for his record for
beok. Although it was the closing
day of school, he handed it to me
.v.‘h the statement that he had just
made It out that morning. He had
snrolled eighty-eight children. There
were no marks in the book to indi-
eate the number of days each child
had ben present. 1 asked him for
the dally record which he had kept,
andl he produced from his

L- Bducation. This report is transmit-
)

“
\

2 4

pocket

another book which contained mere- |

Iy the names of the puplls. 1 called
his attentlon to the legal definition
of enrollment In the front of the
register, and asked him how he
pected to ascertaln how many of his
upils had heen present ten days, e
- replied “Well, sir, 1 just guesses
at It." In the afternoon | called on
the chalrman of the district board,
who candidly told me that he had In-
structed the teacher of his district
te enroll evervbody who appeared at
the schoolhouss during the session,
and to get as many of them as they
could. There are districts In the
State In which negro
opened up for brief perlods of time
in two or three sectlons of a district
for the express purpose of Increasing
'thp district enrollment
an advantage In the distribution
the county fund.
in seanning the reporis
the cltles of Bouth Carolina one
quently finds

Fiven of
fro-

dlserepanclies In the

enrollment of the succeeding vears
which are only to be explalned on
the theory that the onrollment has

ordinary
The

'R to serure as large an anmll-'
meoent as possible for at least the min- |

is supposed to make an annual re- |

"X~ |

schools are |

and pm-nrinxl
of |
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been padded. The county superin-
tendents of South Carolina make an-
| nual reports to the State Superin-
| Intendent of data concerning the fi-
I nances and the general condition of
' the schools. Most of these county su- |
perientendents will tell you plainly to|
place no rellance on the accuracy of |
the enrollment and attendance lta-t

l

tistics as given in these reports. They
must accept them as presented by
the teachers and district trustees.
Nevertheless, upon the data in these
trports the money of the county Is
distributed. Last yYear 153,807 whltu‘:
children and 181,076 negro children |
were enrolled In the public schools
of South Carolina. More than a
milllon and a half dollars paid an-
nully by the people of the State Is
distributed largely upon the uncheck-
ed reports of ignorant and often un-
| principled negro teachers who, in many
| cases, as indicated above, have been
! glven the strongest pessible incentive
to lle. It Is hard for the honest
teacher and trustee in the county to
'tt-ll the truth when they realize that
the rolls of other districts are pad-
ded for the purpose of securing an
unfair adavntage. Any system which
does not check critically the figures
en which money is apportioned and
which rewards the liar for his effort
will inevitably drag down the moral

standard, and make liars out of
truthiful men. The morals of a
community are not safe as long as

the honest man can say truthfully:
“The wicked flourish as the green
" bay tree.” We cannot expect to in-
| culcate honesty and public morality
in South Carolina as long as our
laws In their operations encourage
| this miserable graft in the very in-
| stitutions which train our children.
'A Proposed Remedy for the Condi-
| tion.

How shall wa remedy this deplor-
able state of affairs? The first
'n-mod_\' is the removal of the county
‘superintendent from polities, and
the establishment of this on
some such basiz as that Indicated in
former letters. The county sunerinten-
"dent must be able to spend all of his
! time in the schools, and must receive a
 salary which wlill enable
‘this, His position must made
stable enough to enable him to do
{his duty faithfully and fearlessly.
| The second remedy
I

office
i

him to do
he

is to change
the definition of enrollment to coin-
c¢lde with the total davs attendance,
28 indicated in my last letter. The
report of the teacher to the county
superintendent of education should
indicate the number of children pres-
ent each day during the school
month and the total attendance for
the month. It 1is Impossible for
anyvbody to check enrollment accord-
ing to the present definition. It is
possible, howaver, for the county su-
perintendent, or other supervising
officer, to visit the schoo! at inter-
vals, to count the children present,
]and to form an intelligent

idea of

tthn attendance,
In the third place, the figures on
which the money s apportioned

should be published for the informa-
tion of the districts of the county,
The mere publication of records
would be sufficlent to correct in a
large measure the grosser violatlons
of the law,

At heart the people of South Caro-
lina are honest and truthful. I be-
lHeve that they would welcome a law
which would divide the school! funds
equitably, and which would secure
truthfulness in reports. The present
condition is the direct result of a
system which rewards lying by in-
creased appropriations and punishes
honesty by a reduction in school
funds. Such a system, If long enough
continued, would corrupt a Metho-
dist conference or a Preshyterian
Synod. In no other department of
the State finances is there such laxity
I shown. How much longer can we
| afford such an unbusiness-like pro-
| ceeding In the schools of the State
{ which are supposed to train our chil-

—

{ dren In personal honesty and clvie
| righteousness?
W. K. TATE,

State Supervisor of Elementary Ru-
| ral Schools.

New Express Agent for Sumter.
|

The Southern Express i'nmpuu)'i
| has appointed a new agent ut its of-
:n' ¢ In this city, Mr. J. J, Avent hav-
ing taken charge of the office the
first of this month. Mr. Avent has|
been In the express business for sev-
erfal vears, he having been agent at

Florence, from which place he was
gent here, for four years prior to hlul
| appointment here,

.: Mr. Avent, when seen, said that he
| Wag very much surprised to see what
of work was done
express  company. He
has been very busy since having ta-

-l n large

hy

amount

here the

ken the office In hand, and has not
vot had time to meet the Sumter
people, but as soon as he has

stralghtened up the affairs of the of-

e

he CX P s oy

Ko ont and meel

them, He was very favorably  im-

| prossed with what he has seen of the
ftown and with those of the businees |
im--n he has met. Mr, Avent hapes to
‘ Kive the people of Sumter the VETry

: hest servies poszibile, and ]|‘,|.! 3

h
| that the people will ald him in dolng |
this !

S L

His Objection,

_(By Kennett Harris.)
+ always felt a sort of doubt,
I could not “pish!"” or pooh!"
For quite a while 1 hung about
To hear her sofly coo;
But, when 1 came to try her out,
I tound she wouldn't do.

Her hair was like fine golden thread, |

Her throat was lilke the swan;
Her skin was white, her lips were red
And fair to look upon;
But she could never make a bed
Or sew a button on.

Her voice was ever soft and low,
Her smile was very sweet;

From certain points of view 1 know
That girl was hard to beat;

But 1I'd have had the slimmest show
To get good grub to eat.

She warbled like a mockingbird
Upon a budding haw;

Her playing was, upon my word,
Without a single flaw;

ut 1 believed, from what 1 hear.d,
She cooked her heefsteak raw.

I mean no sort of slight or slur,
However it may look,

I knew 1 could not marry her—
She'd never sult my book;

I knew ‘twas certain to occur—
I'd have to hire a cook.

More Trouble in China.

China i declared to be on the
verge ol another upheaval, similar
to the BHoxer uprising and the lives

of foreginers are in jeopardy. Ad-
vices received in Washington recently
from government officials in China cx-
press the belief that an outbreak at
any time would not surprise them. The
state department instrucred its
diplomatic and consular officials to
maintain a close watch on the inter-
national conditions,

All through 'the summer
there have

has

months
of
Chinese

been mutterings dis-
comtent  in some ‘of the
provinees, due to the rice famine,
dynastic difficulties and  dissatisfac-
tion over acts of the Pekin govern-
ment investments
China. harvests mitigated
someé extent the gravity of the situ-
atlor, but there 1is still a general
feeling of unrest here from men on
duty in that quarter, The army and
the navy are prepared for any emer-
geney, but their readiness is solely a
precautionary measure, it is saild,
and should not be taken as an indi-
cation of immediate danger.
Authentic advices from those
charged with keeping in touch with
conditions indicate that the only
thing lacking to parallel today's =itu-
atlon with that preceding the Boxer
troubles, which drew into China the
American forces as well as those of
other nations, is the of

as to foreign in

Grood to

matter ur-

ganization and that it only needs a.

leader to effeet that.

wvery vessel in the Asiatic fleet, as
well as the military forces at Manila
is prepared for almost instant action
in the event the trouble breaks.

Revolutionary uprisings are of
greater or less frequency throughout
China and it is recognized by Wash-
ington authorities that trouble is lia-
ble to occur at any time in some of
the provinces.

Fire on Manning Avenue,

A store on the corner of Manning
avenue and Divine street, the prop-
erty of Mr. A, E. Gregg and run by
Mr. J. D. Gregg, two negro resatu-
rants, and a negro dwelling house
belonging to the Rev, Friday Ker-
shaw and occupled by Manda Treze-
vant and James Ross, were burned

Wednesday at 1 o'clock. The cause of |

the fire was unknown, although
was ascertained that it orviginated in
a4 negro restavrnat belonging to

negro by the name of Adam Wiider.

ili

| or darker gray.

THE UGLY LEOPARD
He Is a Cattle Thief and Even a
Human Being Thief.

WORSE THAN LION OR TIGER.

Beizes Its Prey by the Throat lﬂd)
Clings With Its Claws Until It
Breaks the Spine of Its Victim or
Strangles It. |

I.ess In size, but even more feroclous, |
the leopard has a worse character than |
the tiger or lon. Living mainly Ir;’.
trees and very nocturnal, this flerce |
and dangerous beast 1s less often seen
than far rarer animals. It Is widely
spread over the world from the Cape
of Good Hope to the Atlas mountains '
and from southern China to the Black
sea, where It is sometimes met with in
the Caucasus.

Any one who has frequented the zoo
for any time must have noticed the
difference in size and color between
leopards from different parts of the
world. Ob some the ground color is
almost white, in others a clear nut
brown. Others are jet black,

Wherever they llve leopards are cat-
tle thleves, sheep thieves, dog thleves
ind humap being thieves. Though not
formidable in appeatance, they are im-
mensely strong, and it is not unusual
for them to turn man eater. Both In
Indian and in Africa they have been
known to set up in this line as delib-
erutely as any tiger. They have four
or five young at a birth. The cubs can
be kept tame for some time and are
amusing pets, but it is extremely dan-
gerous to have them about.

In Hongkong an Englishman had a
tame leopard. It was brought Into the
dining room by a coolle to be exhibit-
ed to the owner's guests. Excited by
the smell of food, the leopard refused
to go out when one of the women, who
did not like his looks, asked that it be
removed. The coolle took hold of Its
collar and began to haul it out. It
selzed him by the neck, bit it through
and in a minute the coolle was dying,
covered with blood, on the dining
room floor,

The Chinese leopard ranges as far
north as the Siberian tiger and, like
the latter, seems to grow larger the
farther north it is found. The color
of these northern leopards is very pale,
the spots are large and the fur is very
long.

The natives of all countries are unan-
imous in declaring that the leopard is
more dangerous than the lion or tiger.
They have no fear of the lion, provided
they are not hunting for it, for it will
not attack unless provoked, but a
leopard is never to be trusted.

In Africa a number of natives were
firing the reeds along a stream. One of
them, a boy, being thirsty and hot,
stooped down to drink. He was imme-
diately seized by a leopard. The boy’s
brother, with an admirable alm, hurled
his spear at the leopard while the boy
was in his jaws. The polnt separated
the vertebrae of the neck, and the
leopard fell stone dead. But the boy
could not recover, The leopard’s fangs
had torn open his chest and injured the
lungs. The latter were exposed to
view through the cavity of the ribs.

He died during the night. |

Leopards are essentially tree living
and npocturnal animals. Sleeping In
trees or caves by day, they are seldom
disturbed. They do an incredible
amount of mischief among cattle,
calves, sheep and dogs, being especial-
ly fond of killilng and eating the latter.

They seize their prey by the throat
and cling with their claws until they
succeed In breaking the spine or in
strangling the victim, They have a
habit of feeding on putrid flesh. This
makes wounds inflicted by their teeth
or claws llable to blood poisoning,
Nothirg in the way of prey comes
amiss to them, from a cow in the pas-
ture to a fow!l up at roost.

In the great mountain ranges of cen-
tral Asia the beautiful snow leopard is
found. It is a large creature, with
thick, woolly coat and a long tail like
a fur boa., The color 18 white, clouded
with beautiful gray, Hke that of an
Angora cat, The edges of the cloud-
ings and spots are marked with black
The eyes ure very
large., bluish gray or smoke colored.

The alarm was turned in from box | It lives on the wild sheep, Ibex and

35 and the reel wagons

responded | Other mountain animals.

In captivity

immediately, but owing to the charac- | it Is far the tamest and gentlest of the

ter of the buildings and the stiff Lreeze

[ that was blowing at the time, the fire

had gained such head way before the
wagons reached the gpot and the hose
was properly adjusted that the fire-
men turned their attention to
saving of other buildings

gsible to save those already on fire,
The fire, while not unusually large,
was an unusually hot one and the

firemen suffered
heat,

The store belonging to Mr. A. I
Gregg was  valued at about $600,
about $400 of which was covered by
Insurance. The stock of goods was
valued at about $500, there heing no
Ingsurance,

extremely from the

The negroes living in the
house, and carrying on (h»  restau-
rants, were unable to save anyvthing
except a small amount  of furniture.

A, D prominent
man of Laurens was thrown from a
hugey

Giray, a busineas

in a runawsy Tuesdav

and =oeverely Injured
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large carnivora, not excepting the pu-
ma, Unllke the latter, it is a sleepy,
quiet animal, like a domestic.

The West Africap leopard skin is
more handsome than the Asiatic, the
spots being very distinct and clear. He
and she—they usually go in couples—
are fond of hunting cantonments and
around native towns, where they pick
up a goat and now and then a baby.

One night 1 was camped in a native
town and after 1 had retired the na-
tives, as was thelr custom, were sitting
about a great fire asking my caravan
all sorts of questions, for the African
savage Is the greatest gossip In the
world. Suddenly a child's cry rang
out, followed by a great clamor, Rush-
ing out to discover, the cause of alarm,
1 was informed that a leopard had
stolen from the darkness and quick as
a flash had grabbed a four-year-old
child and mmade off with it. The child
was seatod in the midst ¢f the grown
men and women, The latter could
only lament their loss. They knew it
wig nseless to try to pursue the beast

into the dense bush. i

The leopnrd is so bold that even In
daylght he will wander about a town
or n white mnn's premises. It I8 not |
at all nnusunl to get o good ghot at a

| leopnrd from n bungnlow veranda or

n mnd hut door.—Pltfshurg Dispaten.

[Te that plants thorns must never
exnect to gather roses-—Pllpay.

|

1s the name on a hox of Candies
that guarantees purity, quality, fresh-
ness. There’s“None like Nunnally’s,””
We receive them fresh almost daily,

The ideal

W, W. 8§ 2
holiday gift. IBERT,
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Sumter,
Monday,

Ameriea’'s Oldest, Richest Circus, A modernized stupendous
realization of all that is great in the cireus world. 4 rings, 3
combined menageries, hippodrome and great wild west, all

united in one greatest show on earth,

1000 Men and Women 400 Horses
Enormous Zoological Exhibit

10 BIG SABY« _Z 7
o -,’.-' } 1]

- r'f :

COPYRMAKT, w08 BY THE U B UTHOGRAFS OB/

WARREN TRAVIS

STRONGEST MAN LIVINC

30-Male and Female Riders-30

AND EVERY ONE A STAR

6-GREAT AERIAL THRILLERS-

The Wonderful DeComas. LeMuars,
Leach and Vance, Miss Webb and

Miss Davis, The Reckless Japs. 50 c'n'RS! 10d Fﬂlilll'e ‘Iils !
cﬂMPLETE WILD WEST 100-Acrobars and Symnasts-100

5" cowboys, 50 cowglrls,

blanket Indians,
men, Vaguercs, Russian Cossucks
and Jupanese Scouts.  Singalese
Dancers and Magicians. Company
of ' 8 Cavalry in all kinds of
fane, drills,

$500,000 Free- Street Parade

I'wo performances daily. Doors open at 1:00 and 7:00 p. m.
The only big show not in the circus trust, consequently there will
-be no adavnce in prices for seats or otherwise,

Lowanda's Eight Brazilian Riders

The World's Createst Horseman

3 Famous Pefiaeie Elephants,
Including Robinson's Wonderful
Comedy Four

* Grand Camp of the Nations

o real
Mexican horse-

MILL SUPPLIE

T SR [~
Roofing

Galvanized and Painted Corrugated, Galvanized, Crimp,
Rubber and Paper.
Belts

Leather, Rubber and Gandy. Try
Giant Stitched aud Shawmut Belt,

Revere Rubber Co's.
Every Foot Guaranteed.
Packings

Sheet and Piston.  All Kinds and Grades.

Circular Saws in Stock
Simonds, oes, Ohlens and Disstons.

Shafting, Wood and Iren Pulleys, Wire Ropes ard Manilla Ropes,
Rubber Hose, Pumps, Babbitt Metal. Lace Leather, Bar Iron, Pipe, Pipe
Fittings, Valves, Etc,

Saw Mills, Shingle and Lath Machines.

If needing anything in the SUPPLY Line. write or call on us.
Prompt shipments a specialty.

| Sumter Railway

Phone 368. : : :

& Mill Supply Co.

- Sumter, S, C.

LIME, CEMENT,

ACME PLASTER, SHINGLES, LATHS,
FIRE BRICK, DRAIN PIPE, ETC.

- Rice Flour, Ship Stuff, Bran, Mixed
Hay’ Graln’ Cow and Chicken Feed.
Horses, Mules

Buggies, Wagons and
No Un-l:;"l_'nn Large or Too SmaHl

' Harness.
Booth-Harby Live Stock Co.

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA,




