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~ The Cotton Growers’

four now.
front rank as a shoe market.

Forthe past year was the largest in its history,
_satisfaction. We also wish to thank the wearers of shoe

get a good price throughout the season. This put more money in circulation.
23 well as farmers, have been invited to join the Association and are working together as « man.
sentiment is there now, and the shoe jobbers in the cotton belt sold more goods last year by far than any year previous. There were four shoe jobbers in Charlestoa ten years ago—there are -

We sold more goods last,year than the four sold ten years ago, and we believe there has been a large increase in the bu-iness of the other three.
And we are in a large measure responsible for this condition. :

> Business of the

E-INN:

and we beg to thank the merchants of South Carolina for the liberal share of patronage they have given us, and trust it was handied to thsir
s for buying our well known brands in preference to all others
Association, for two reasens, is in part resposible for the enormous increase in our busidess
Second—A sentiment is being created in favor of patronizing home enterprises.
They realize that the success of the one contributes lar:gely to the success of the other
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Why?

 res Vh Because we have put out a line second to none in the United States, and do not allow any
The foliowing celebrated brands are as weli or better known than any other shoes handled in this State :

|

First—Their influence on the coiton market enabled the farmers to

Professional and business men,
The

Charleston stands today in the

of-our competitors to offer better values than we do.

MEN. .

FOR L

ADIES.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Red .Eye; ~ Astoria, Consolidated,  Sam Lichten, The Countess, Ainslee, White Hous2 Queen, Full Dress, Warrior, Good Wear
Southern King, Iron Age, Columbia Calf, Black Mingo, The Queen, Golden Bell, Blue Beli, Red Eye, The Queen, —Biue Bl
S : Bates’ Ga. Special. Inness’ Kangaroo,  Ruby. Gentry’s Special. Blue dSrar, Red Star, _' Klondyke:.

. Missing Link,

=

Imthensvery high now, but it is our
of a shoe rather than to reduce it so as to be able to put out a shoe at a price. A
2rd Happy and Prosperous New Year.

RAKE-INNESS-GREEN SHO

FOR SALE BY ALL FIRST CLASS DEALERS.

intention to keep the above brands up to the standard It has been our policy in the past and will be our policy in the future to imorove the quaiity

gain thapkiug you for the liberal share of business given us

Yours very respectfully, .

the past year, and wishing you a Merry Christmas

COMPANY.
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£850 and the True Southron in 1866. " The
“Watchman and Southror DO bas the com-
he cid_ papers, and is mauifestly the best
- medinm in Sumiter. -

Wehesrﬂly end;ome tb?auggesﬁon
made today by a-citizenthat-a fund
Be -aised by popular subscription to
ere . a stone to mark the grave of
Jos:pa Levan. The geatleman who
e this sugzestion showaed-his earn-

P Loy N ine 2 1 or
estioss by teadering 2 subsciption.
s ~h Levan weés & man to whose
- the people of Sumter c2n

d to show this mark cf re-
by so doing they will pay
nerited tribute to- ‘honest
aroughout his lrﬂﬁé"'il!e Joe

true to his iriends and
swerved him from allegiance
ust in the white men of the
8 of this community in par-
openiy declared to

ne

3 were proef of the sin

T e

- weonstruction period
- citile courage for a negro to take
nd maintain the stand that he @id’
we have caid heretofore there was
‘negro’ in Sumter more sincerely

it reguired

“ipie of all ages than Joe Levan and it
~ould be but 2 small testimonial of
r respect for them' to mark his
Azsting _resting place with an appro-
te monument

. 3Ve xmow that the old =Confederate
=olgiers will gladly contribute.to. this
fend for they showed ig what esteem
it:iey neld him by attending his funer-
afin 2 bedy. . =
‘Tne Daify Tteme’ suggests that the
“iscontributions be handed to Mr. J. D.
Wiigef, who is an officer of Camp
-“Dick Anderson, U C. V., and the us-
" ‘af these columns is tendered him'for
4te purpose of making acknowledge-
ifz:ent »f the contributions received.

: A QUIET LYNCHING

Barewell Last Friday

Oceurred 0
27 Night.

“Colnrabia, December 26.—In one
“yespect the most unusual Iynching
ighat ever oocuirel in this Stafe took,
& place in Barnwell riday night. Noth-
B} ing ho- DLeen puinlished about it and
; i % the first known of it/ was when the
informztion from
iiT Creech this morn-

- report of Sh

Fnz, The ohinr took place at Ul-
ers, Lwa es peing the vietims,

--ased of Kiiling &
Craddock. Only

to the megroes,

' 20Z.  While await-
~=o lockup to be taken
233 8ol shoet them to death. Con-
rtad to the sheriff
the priscners had

tive 10 Veterans.

Crosses of Yasoer will be givea to sons
2 :duzte of Confederate vete-
by Do Anderson Camp UL
19th, 1996, Ap-

“= ‘be obtained from

‘2 E3 mest be fiiled
1 :ongntly_, Or Crogsses
ncd i time for be-

Adele Mosas,
nonding Secretary.
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The, Swnter Walchman was founded in |~

R 2nd’ troesr Friends of the !
<5 Cuonduce and his po}iti-i

-2t 106 Wess Hamp-;

bnil 1ot Report. ed debt which, including existing
_.,3. 1 - bonded indebtedness, shall exceed 8
V¥ Privau The Sumter Cot- | Per ccnt. of the assessed value of the

DECISION OF ASSOCIATE JUSTICE W0oDs

. Are Yalid, .~

Commissioners Are Authorized to Sell
tbe Bonds Turned Over to Them by
the City of Sumter.and Purchase the
Water Works System.

The friendly suit brought by May-
or Geo. W. Dick and the city aldermen
against the commissioners of public
works of the city of Sumter was to
establish the validity or invalidity of
the $116,000 worth of bonds voted to
be issued for the purchase of the plant
owned and operated by the Sumte:
Water Company. :

The decision of the State Supreme
Court was in favor of the validity of
'the bonds, which was established by
ithe following opinion of Associate
Justice Woods in which the rest of the
| court concurred: v

Declares That Water - Works  Bonds)

iare duly qualified for

i/ In this proceeding, the city couneil ;
of mandamus to compel the commis

municipal
amount one hundred

and

thousand ($116,000.90) doilars, turn-
ed over to them by the _aizny coutcil
ard to wme THE progécds N the pur-

“nd 4uring ‘ehase, under option heid by tbe city, !

of the water works now owned by tnd
operated by the Sumter Water Com-
pany.

The answer admits 21l the facts set
out in the petition, . but alleges that
“the bonds are invalid, unsalable and
void, because, (a) the .‘bonds were is-
sued for the purchase of water works
aiready constructed, and under the
statutes a city in South Carolina has
no power to purchase waterworks al-
ready constructed.

(b.) Because the question voted
upon in the election was 2as follows:
“Shall the city of Sumter purchase
the property and rights of the Sumter
Water Powser Company and issue
bonds in payment thereof in such
amount as may be necessary?”

“Yes.”

The negative ballots, it
were in precisely words, “Xo"” being
substituted for “Yes.” “Whereas it is
respectfully submitted shat the defin-
ite ‘amount of bonds to be issued
should 2lso have been submitted to
the voters voting in said election.”

/ The first objection to the validity of
the election raises a serious gquestion
of camstitutional and satuatory con-
struction.

It is provided by Section 5, Article
PVIII of the constitution:

“Saction 5. Cities and towns may
acquire by construction or purchase,
and may operate, water works systems
and plants for furnishing lights, and
may furnish water and lights to in-
f viduals, firm and private corporations
-:for reasonable Pro-
;Vidf:{l. that no such construction or
purchase shall e made excepl upo=
ia maiorsity voie of the electors in said

|
i

is alleged,

compensation:

cittes or towns who are qualified to
vote on the bonded indebtedness of
sajd cities or towns.”
This articie of the constitution ex
pressly conferring the power 10 issue
bonds for the purchase of “waler
works systems” “upon a majority vote
of the elecfors,” necessarily implies the
power of the municipality to ho!d an
Ie!ectirm to ascertain the will of the
I'majority, though possibly this right
'mig‘:t have heen defeated by the fail-
ure of the General Assembly to pro-
vide election machinery.

Section 7, Article VII, contains this
provision:

Section 7, “No city or town in this
State shall hereafter incur any bond-

‘Laange. taxable property therein, and no such
A COTTON. . debt shall be created without submit-
Low Close. {ting the question as to the creation
ﬂ gg i} 8":1 thereof to the qualified electors of

11 95 11 E:E; such 'cit_y-' or ‘tnwn. as provided in this

o

of the city of Sumter asks for & Wril @en:
sioners of public works to sell certzis Lo

bonds, aggregating in =

S_ix“‘l'.‘i‘ L

. this statopte whiie

ey

;oth-:*r‘:.'i::p known to the qualified elce-
tors and the freeholders of the city of

voting on the question sha.ll_be in fa-
vor of creating such further bonded
debt, none shall be created.”

The “provision for “such special

lelection” here referred to is found in

Section' 13:of Article II, which is as
follows: MZEE T

Section 13. “In authorizing 2 spe-
cial election in any corporated city or
town in this State for the purpose of
bonding the-sarne, the General Assem-
bly shall prescribe as a condition pre-
cedent to the holding of said election

a petition from a majority of the free- |

holders of said city or town as shown
by its tax books, and at such elections
all electors of such city or town who

vnting under
Section 12 of this Articie, 2nd who
have paid all taxes, st=iz, county and
muniecipal- for ‘hs preévicus year, shall
be allowed ¢ voie, the vote of a
majority «f these voling in said elec-
tion skz!l Be necessary to authorize
the is=. of sald bonds.”
In pursuzice of the articles of the
<he Ge:ggra.] Assembly
ieted = general law on the subject,
it «'ode, Section 2008) providing
‘ccrions to be held “in accordance
.is tae laws of force governing mau-

S
aills

Constitution,

{on precedent to the holding of |
of ihe peiliiion
ither
Row Cver, |
Do 1% for the is-!
suance of bonds, sanctioned . wy an:
election, for the construction of water !
works, omits all reference to bonds:
for the purchase of water works. The |
case, therefore, stands thus. The!
constitution conferred upon munici-
palities the right to acquire, by con-
structien or purchase, water Wworks
systems and to issue bonds therefor.
under the sanction of an election. In
engeting the general law for holding
such el--ci'ons it was not within the
power oi the General Assembly to so
limit the vse of the election machin-
ery proviced as to deny »ne of these
coprstitutional rights while giving op-
portunity for the exercise of the other,
which was linked with it and stood on
precisely the same footing. When the
machinery is provided, and the pre-
requisites of the election are laid down
ty the General Assembly under the
mandate of the Constitution, alt rights
to which they were intended bf{ the
Constitution to give effect may be ex-
ercised under them whether expressly
mentioned in the statutes or not.
The facts of this case do not war-
rant the court in sustaining the objec-
tion to the form of the ballot.y With-
out doubt, it is safer in such ®lections
to have th. ballot express the precise
amount to which it is propoesed to is-
sue bonds for then there can be nc
aoubt of the voter having fair notice
of the import of his vote. Eut there i'«E'
no statutory provision as to the form
of the ballot, and the most that the
court can require in this respect
that the voters should have reasona-
tla nectice of the election and the is-
sue it invelves. In this case the hal-
let ikat the
vwwhether the city should purchase tae
Sumter waie: issue
for the puvsehase money. The record
shows the purchase price agreed
by city counciFBefore the election was
$116,511.65, with
tingent additions
boring of additional
was published officially and was

> giection, (o

is

expressoid issne was

vorks and honds

ol

certain small con-
for

wells, and

axperimental
that

this

Sumter.” It thus appears that the
municipal voters with full knowledge,
by the election gave their assent to 2
bond issue exceeding $116,000.00,
which is the aggregate of the bonds
actually signed add now in the hands
of commissioners of public works.
The bonds, be
held invalid on the grounds that the

therefore, cannot
ballot did not give notice to the volers
of the issue involved in the election.

T'nder the facts of this ease the bal-
1ots were sufficient.

~z1 elections” and presecribing as ai

public works of the city of Sumter to
seil the bonds turned over to them by
the city of Sumter and make the pur-
chase of the waterworks, sanctioneil
iT:)y’ the election hereinbe,f?re‘ referred
to. :

THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

: Is Preparing an Interest Comparative
Statement of Land Tax Values.

Columbia, December 26.—Comp-
i troller General Jones is preparing for
iincorporation into his annual report
to the legislature, an interesting
comparative statment of the land tax
values of this State, the comparison
being as bétween the three decade
periods ending in:the tax years of
1883-4, 1893-4 and 1904. The table,
when completed, will also show the
values for the present year. The fig-
ures are given by counties, and while
the table is not yet complete enough
to show 2ll the final results for which
jt is intended there are some interest-
ing figures ready. The table shows
only the wvalues for property outside
i the incorporated cities and towns, but

{these values include the buildings on

this country land. The table is there-
fore of particular interest as showing
the tax values on farm property. The
‘figures show that whiie -this class of
‘property increased in value from
1883-4 to 1893-4 from an average of
$3.36 per acre to $3.74, there has been
an actual decrease since the Tillman
regime to $3.72 per acre in 1504. The

| figures for 1905 have not yet been tab-

uplated. In 1883-4 the number of

‘acres réturned was 17,404,927, the tax

value of*which was $58,475,922, as
a2gainst the total valuation of $67,462,-
620 in 1893-4. Since that time there
has been a great quantity of land add-
ed to the tax books, through the re-
covery of marsh lands and for other
reasons, over 245,000 acres in the past
ten years, there has been not oniy no
proportionate increase in the total
valuation, but an actual average de-
crease of 2 cents per acre. Althougn
it is a well known fact that the sell-
ing value of farm property has gone
up in this State along with everything
else. In passing it should be noted
that this property does not include
cotton mill plants either outside or in-
side of cities ard towns. =

The table as 2 whole is not yet avail-
able for publication, but the figures
for Anderson, Charleston, Florence,
Sumter and Greenville counties w2re
pointeci out as showing interesting
changes.

The figures for Anderson are: Total
valuation in 1883-4, $12,689,769,
against $2,373,732 for 1893-4, $2.817,-
013 for 1904 and $2,829,311 for 1905;
the average value per acre for these
periods are $£5.90, 87.67, 36.0¢ and
$6.08.

Charleston—§817,510, $510,309, $1,-
342,105, $1,833.645; average per acre,
$16.92, $9.12, and $4.70. (Just
prior to the third period Charleston
added $0,080
county.) ~

Florence—31,546,685 for 1893-4,
$1,477,310 for 1904 and 31,458,212 for
1905, the average per acre being 83,71
and $4.006.
county, and there are therefore no fig-
ures for the first periond.)

Sumter—g$2.295.100, 8$2.946.160, $1.-
G096.760, 31.604 6060; average por acre
$4.43, $5.29, §4.54 and $4.52. Sumter

as

=

4
T,

acres from PBerkeley

.00 (Florence is a new

recently lost considerable territory to

i_¢e cOUNty.
Greenville—3$2,309,285,

$35.049,225, $3.069.250;

acre, 3494, $5.50, $6.23, £6.24.

$2.666,535,

average per

Woodward, of

down by a

W.

was knocked

Mrs. Thomas
winnsboro,
trolley car on the streets of Columbia
Wednesday, but was not seriously in-
jured.

J. F. Grandy & Sons, of Greenville,

ineg the big power dam on the Saluda

river, have been adjudged bankrupt

It is therefore ordered and ad-

~
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and work on the dam has stopped.

the eontractors who have been build-
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TAKING STOCK!
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We are now engaged in our annual

work of taking axi inventory of our

™

anxious to dispose of at & sacrifice.

(&
()

i
L

you will be advised of it. In \the mean-
time permit us to wish you the compli-

ments of the season, and to express our

)
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thanks for the liberal patronage bestow-

B!

ed upon us during the year about fe

s
v

close, to which we will be forced, regret-

T e

fully, to say

FAREWELL!
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On Febraary 1st, Durant’s Pharmacy will give away a hand-
some Gold Watch worth $40.90, or its equilira.lent, to be se-
lzcted at Folsow’s Jewelry Store.

The watch wiil be awarded to the person who guesses near-
est the number of seed contaired in the big pumpkia nsw on
exhibition.

A disinierested committee wil]l be appointed to cur the
prmpkin and couni the sced the day the contest closes.

With each five (5) cents purchase one guess is given.
for a “Pumpkin guess” ticket, and record one guess for
5 cents you spend.

ciranf’s Pharmacy.
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Ask
each
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R - 2
stock. Itis possible as we proceed we ¢
may find a few items of which we have &
too much, or some that we az< especially =

e (A




