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State to Collect
- Valuable Figures.

New Act Provides for i‘iome-
_ thing Long Needed.

For a long time South Carolioa
has been at s great disacvantage be
eause of the fact that ehe hae had no
mesns of collecting facts and figares
about her cotton mills, etc: The
enly statistics available since the
great development of the textile
industry began have been what the
mewspapers could collect and what
sould be given by means of the char
ter record Henceforth, however,
snder a new act of the general assem-
bly sach informstion is to be offi-
sially obtained through the tax machi-
sery of the State, snd thatit will
be of great valae goes without ssy-
in
iooking to the carrying out of the

provisions of this mest important
sew act Comptroller Geoeral Derhsm
yesterday issued the following ecircu-
lar letter to the auditors in (Lhe
several counties in the State :

Desr Sir: As required in tbe act
spproved 19th day of Febraary, 1901,
of “An act to provide uniformity sad
equality in the assessment of pro
porty returnable for tsxstion by per-
sons, firms or corporations engaged
in textile industries, and cans!s pro-

.widing power for rent or hire, and
sotton seed oil companies and fertili-
ger companies,” you will immediate
iy, on the sdjournment of your

_goanty board of equalization, send
setarns of all such companies in your
gounty to this office. with & tabulated
statement giviog, in the case of cot
ton mills, the capital stock, number
of looms, number of bands employed
and amoannt of cotton consumed dar
ing the preceding year, sod such
ether suggestions a8 you may deem
proper. Aad io the case of cotton
seed oil companies, their capital
stock, amount of cotton seed con-
samed, etc, eiC

And in the case of fertilizer compa
mies, give their capital stock, guan
tity and valge of material used, and
such other information relative there
to as will be useful to the State board
of equahization

Give me the nsme sud address of
¢he chairman of your coaanty board
of equalization, wheo is ex officio 8
member of the State board of equalizs
¢ion.—The State

HIS TITLES.

———

It was evident in bis swagger that be
was a sciop of the Britich aristocracy
and the most casnal observer conld ou:
bave failed to pote tkat he was a
stranger to the city He fouched s
well dressed, auburn-baired young mso
who was loliiog io froot of a Brosdway
botel oo the shorlder.

«Perdce me, my desr map, bu
sonld I trouble you for s wmatch 1
After lightoing bis cigar, be continned :
*Bay Jove, thia is a° remsrkubie eity.
This is me first visit to New York,
d’ye koow ! D’m a dscid strapger, bu
ea the other side I'm = person o
importance. [ am Sir Franeis Daffy
Kaight of the Gerser, Koigiat of the
Bath, Koight of the Deubls Esgle.
Knight of tbe Goiden Fleece, Koight
of the Iron Cross. D’ye micd telling
-me yoar osme me dear meo 27

Replied be of the subura bair, io s
deep, riek brogue :

“My nsme is Michsel Marpby, night
before last, night before that,lust vight,

tosight and every dsmn might—
Miobse! Murphy.”

‘SELF DISSECTED.

Poledo, O, March 24 —Mrs. G
Brupscbneider, residing near the city
{imits, occupies s ward st St Viao
cent’s hospital and is in s serious
gondition as s reenlt of borrible ip-

juries self inflicted

About 5 o'clock last evening, arm
ed with an ordinary pair of acissors’
sbe cut off all toes of her left foot,
both ber ears close to the kead and
about an inch of ber nose  She then
out oot s portion of ber right cheek
iaflicted five gashes in the left cheek
and finally begar on her arms
Beginning at ber left forearm she
removed every vestige of skin lay
ing bare the muscies She sleo
Jacerated the right arm in a borribie
smanper Nothing was ksmown of
the affair antil her husband. who was
absont during the aight, retorned
Bome this morning and found her in
bed in a semi conscious condition
A surgeon was called at ooce and
she was taken to St Vincent’s bospi-
tal Her recovery is doubtful The
woman is about 58 years of sge It
is tbought she was temporarily inssne
a0 accennt of domestic troubles.

- oo Ol

Fbe Rev Jobn L Sewall, pastor of
the First Cougregational church 1o
North Brookfield, Meass, bas eonoaneed
%o bis parishiosers that be will secep:
a reduetion of 10 per cent of bis salary
of $1 500 a year, ineemuoh &5 many o
the covgregation are faciog 2 10 pe
eent reduction in tneir wWages earced in
the Iocal shoe shop.

Readiog the  Columbia Reeord ia &
meal—so muoch plate waer —

real
Grecnvilie News,
Thaoks R ading the News 18 ax

phjzistica—100 much gas,—Colombi-

B:cord.

Cotton Growers
Must Cut Acreage.

Farmers of South Carolina
Asked to Organize.

The farmers of the southern States
—those producing the cotton—are
being ssked by those whom they
themselves have chosen to teke tbe
proper steps to curtail the acresge
this year and prevent a starvation
price ‘for the crop now about to be
plsnted A short time ago the South
ern States Cotton Growers’ Protec
tive association was formed by dele
gates from ail the cotton growing
States, and Harvie Jordan of Georgia
was' made presidept. At that time
it was determined to do everything
possible to redace the acreage thie
gpriog in not only this but other cot
ton growing States

A few days ago the planters of
Verdery in thie State forwarded to
Mr Jordan the following: :

«“We, the farmers of Verdery and
surrounding vicinity, realizing the
necessity of reduciog the acresge in
the present cotton Crop Dow being
prepared acd soou to be planted, not
only to secure prices at s living rate,
bat to force prices on the same basis
of last fall for the cotton now on
band, snd seeing no way by whicd
this can be accomplished but to ssk
sll the cotton growers {o cooperate
with us snd reduce the acreage one
third, we address you If all the
farmers who reise cotton to any
extent will reduce their crop one
third. snd will show their willingneass
to ceoperate in the measure, we shall
see cotton (spots) advence within
60 deys and we shall reaiize 8 cente
for the crop now soon to be planted
Withont this we cabnot bope for
more than 5 or 6 cents this fall

«+With these gloomy features siar
ing us in the face. we earnestly solicit
cooperation in the cotton States.
Now we ask the president of the
Cotton associstion to call a meeting
not later than the first Monday of
April, to see what can be done

<« Now should the farmers feel an
interest in this step, or any otber that
is calculated to advance the price of
cotton and keep it op we bheartily
concar with them  The cutlook just
now indicates that cotton will go
dowo to a price that the labor work
ing for balf will ebandon their erops
and we shall fail to get it gathered

*“Thesge things sre not impossibili
ties and now is the time to provide
ggainst them

«This is respectively submitted to
the farmers for their consideration ”’

President Jordsn bas in the last
few days written Mr Wilbern, who
is president of the association in this
State ureing him to isspe a call and
saying I shall issue a cali in all the
counties of this State (Georgis), and
ask that tbe same be doue in all of
the other States through the different
presidents of our Btate organizations
If something is not dope to check the
downward tendency of the msrket,
the coiton producers will be almosi
financislly roined next fall No mao
can pey the present high prices o
gueno maules and sapplies and eell
bis cottop at 6 ceots end meet his
obligations The fature work of our
gssocistions will evaii pothing if sc
enormous scresge is planted The
farmers will fix the price of the staple
during the next 30 days ”

Presidest Wwilborn of the South
Carolins sssociation has consequentiy
issued the following call'for the cot
ton growers to meet in each couoty
in this State and take up the matter:
To the Cotton Growers of 3outh Caro

lina :

At the earnest request of Hon
Harvie Jordan of Georgis, president
of the Soatbern Cotton Growers’ Pro
tective association, spd promiuent
farmers in tbis State. I issue this
call for the farmers of our State to
meet st their respective court honses
on the first Saturday in April to con
sider the advisability of reduciog the
acreage for the present yesr, and also
to discuss wsys sod means for pro
tecting the price of our staple from
present manipaliations. 1f the cotton
acresge of the south be incressed,
the price of cotton will go down to
6 cents pext fall, which will result
in the greatest financial calamity that
bae befallen the southern farmer in
years Now is the time for actios,
because tbe price of the staple next
season will be fixed sccording to the
scresge planted this spring

Let every cotton farmer im this

on the first Satuorday in April, sod
determine to protect their property
from atter aonibilation
Jd C Wilborn,

Pree 8 C Cot. Growers’ Pro Ass'n

It may be mentioned bere that the
Southern association is to bold a gen
eral coanvention in Atlanta on Aug
31, next, for the purpose of reaching
8 decision a8 to the best methods for
the bandling and marketing of the
crop now being planted

-0~

“It 1s begineiog to be believed by =
gon d many experienced lawvers and
stateamen,”” mays
Thronicle, *‘thar the Suoreme Cour:
zi1ll fizd = way to gispose of the group
f tosulsr suite knowo 8s the 'Port

Rino ozgs< ” witnent deoiding 1he ex
proprio vigoro poin: it ail  There 1s p:
donht tba 17 wiil do so if ir can. Thi

<upreme Conrt never decrdes a oonkti
peieeal poist that sffeets a political
si‘az100 notil positively compelied to "
—Chzrieston News and Ceurier.

CHINA ASKS FOR AID.

Russia Seizes Territory Unop-
posed.

Lopdon, Marchk 25 —The Chinese
minister called at the foreign office
todsy and urged the British govern-
meat to bring pressure to besr tv order
to prevent Russia from secuting the
necessary sigoatares to the Manchurian
agreement  The foreign office is still
in the dark tepight ss to whether the
agreemen: will be sigoed or allowed to
lapse whep the time expires, March
26 The offisials of the Japsnese leg.
tiom are ivolined to belisve Russia will
succeed in getting the necessary signa
tures

The Chinese appeals for support
have failed to produee any direot
remoastrances from Grest Britain or
apparently from aoy other power to St
Petersburg, for Raussia persistently
sdheres to her contention thet the searet
sgreemenls coneern BO ODe exeept hor-
self sod Chioa.

Mr Mateni, first secretary of the
Japanese legatioo, today made a state
meot of the issnes involved He said :

**Russia’s iosistanes, China’s bhelp-
lessness snd the probable victory of
Russian diplomasy tomorrow will briag
us to the briok of a dapgeross situation
in whieh none of the powers is so deeply
eopcerced as Japan. Kven if the
geeret treaties have been modified, as is
alleged, the changes are eo trifling a3
to mske tbe doesments thorosghly
objeetionable to Japsn.

«Assuming that Chioa sigos ths
treaties [ suppose Great Britsio Ger
msoy snd the Usited States will protest
to Rassie  But thet is abount as far 23
they wili go and about as much a3 they
will get Wicth Japan it is a matter of
fightiog

“*The question is whether we are to
fight Rc-sis oow or to fight her later
oo She bhes oo right to Maoeharin
aod if she secares Manocburia she wi!l
bs oo the way to secaricg Korea

“Qur goveroment, | believs, are
seriously coosideriog the orisis  Thair
-yes are wide opeo snd they will sot be
driven to parricipate sction by the
jiogoists of Japsn, who are openly
clamoring for immediste war Yer, if
they see that war is unsvoidable tkey
will not hesitate to strike”

TRAIN BLOWN OFF THE
TRACK.

(Oolambus, Ga, March 25 —A mixed
trata wae blown off of the Central of
Georgia Raiirosd tracks ope mile east
of Bueoa Vista, 37 miles from Colam-
tos late this afterncoc The traic
cocsisted of a0 engioe and tender, bsg
gase car, two coaches snd 12 freight
cars and was going 15 miles 38 hoar
aben struck by the wisd. Tbe engise
was lifted from thc track, the tender
was tarped over, the baggage car, two
ooaches and three (reicht cars were
thrown op their sides  The rest of tbe
traio, however, remained oo the track.
No one was Eilled.

Japanese Squa.dron Off for
Korea.

Loodon, Mareb 25 —““A Japanese
squadron, Admiral Tseshima command
iag, left Nagssaki Ssturday for Korea,”
asye the ‘Yokobsms eocrrespondent of
tbe Daiiy Mail * The general opisiot

Urgeot insirestions bave been isemed
by the micister of war, Gen Viscomnt
Katscura, 1o the eommanders of forts
to attend a eosfersnee in Tokio te esn-
sider questione of Bome defcase.

**The war rumors are ssnsing o fall
in prices oo the various boarses. The
feeliog of she ocommtry is soessy and
iotensely snti-Rassian bat the asbioet
shows 20 indisation of its poliey.”

———— O E—

The Colembia State recently ssid :
#The towo of Gresnville is & queer sort:
of place Her ebief of police arrests
gamblers in the set and ber msyor
imposes foes. Rather uouwsmal, isn’:
it?? Tbis sowo is peomiiar im other
respects The polise wader instraotiont
from the mayor have eleamed out sem
sutire distriet of dissolate women, who
oot only vaested the premises ccoupred
by them, bat went omtside of the
curporsts limite to siay. Aod oow the
police sre workiog upon fire bugs —
Gresaville Mountaigeer.

Senstoz Tillmsn eotertained Senator
Redfie:d Prostor of Vermoot at his
Treoton home Jast week While to

State attend these eounty meetings |
| arrsugements for a monument over the

The San Franeiseo |

| gother the two senators, one demoerat

the other repablicso, should bave made

political grave of the formar’s confrere,
Sevstor McLaurin, for old mas Prostor
owoe apd sootrols practically all the
' tombstone merble in the United States.
We suggest as the design for the moo-
' ameot McLaurio chargiog ugpon s flee-
ing Filipioo with fized bayooet white
Tilimao stands guard with a broken
pitehfork.—Newberry Observer.

St Petersburg, March 23 —Privy
Courcillor Pobiedonostzeff, chief pro
caraior of the Hoiv Syeod, varrowly

. - 2 -
e-coped sesassiustion  early Friday
moring  While writing 1o bis stedy

| shortly sfter oidright, two oullets

shetrered & window snd passed clore 1o
the procurator snd buried themselves

{in the cetlivg. Two other shots were
| freq but did ot enter the room  Toe
| wouid be essassiv was ideotifi-d as vne

;'; Ligows=ki_a provivcia! cfficial,

| Senator McLaurin of Sonib Carcliva
!aaya be is anll a Demoerat. But he
i oant prove it —Aciauta Juurnal,

&

here is thst the sitgation 18 serioss. -

>

Mr Editor : We propose to srrogate
to carself tbe right to become an elon-
gated interrogation poiot, aleo to make
e few comments and & presentment.

Who is responsible for the disgrace-
ful cocdition of our bigbways, so call.
ed T Whose daty is it to see thbat the
roed hands are properly called cut aand
made to fill up the holes aod simply
keep io fettle tte roads thet the chain
gaog has raised, graded and draised
for us?

In the meltitade of acts of that geo-
eral ‘‘assembly that ne’er breaks up’’
for forty days aod wmights, eod the
statutes *‘that have no end,” is there
any statute pow of ferce and virtue
regardiog our road work, or haz Som-
ter comnty been excepted from its
operation ¥ If any statute spplies-is
there any official or officials whose daty
it is to enforce swch law snd who is or
sre arawiog pay for the performance ?
If this daty is being negleted is there
Got rome bigber power to which the
negligent official or officials is or are
ameasble ? If this delinquency comes
within the purview of the grand jury’s
prerogatives, sareiy that. hoporable
body doa’t need to inoguire into or to
have the eondition of the rosds speocial
ly reported, nnless they are sll asleep
while going to the Coart Hoase or
depots, and if so be they csm sleep
whils traveling over oar present roads
—wsll, they’ll pever wake apy more,
scd we might ss well draw en the
tressury sod employ sn wodertaker to
vodertske them snd have s greod
faperal of the grand jury Thes there
is the Coumoty Board of Commissioners
sod » sepervisor, and if this weather,
»bd the roads, eontinue to get worse
mach looger, they’ll mot be ables to
gether around the green table, in the
probste offics. to pass soy more se-
aouots ootil they sre resdy to pass ia
their owo ohesks.

The topograpby sod sliuviam of oar
comnty I8 such that there 1s mot oue
excuse for our pot hkaving as fise

bighways as apy io the world, aud|

sarely tke obeapest The proper coo
stitoents already exist in the soil, sand,
olay and gravel, and the proportioos
sofficiently proximate to build roade
almost apywhere withoat soy tools,
implements or sppiiaaces other than
pick and sbovel, with an axe or two.

Tbe grand jury, we Epow, can but
preseot their report to the court sod
receive instructions therefrom

Nsw, therefore, we dosrespectfully
mske this eur preseotment to the Hoo-
orable the Grandjury of Sumter county
as follows, viz @

Imprimis We arrogate to ourselvee
the titte of *“Game Cock’’ Whereass,
io the matter ef our roads we do prove
ourscives & veritable barn yard, duog
hill breed, to wit :

1st. That the sahject populsce have
not beep summoned, warned or ordered
to do aoy road work for the past three
yeare

21. That the roads are in wmost
execrable cosdition, and even wWhere
they have been raised, graded aod
draiped by tbe chain gang sod road
machine, only a short time sinece tbey
are already eaten io boles aod ent ioto
rats by tbe murderously destractive
hatobet edge tires msed for baaliog
Thut these boles are growiog -louger,
larger and ceeper with every ‘wat epell,
2od that oo move whatever is beiog
mede by any one.so ever o keep these
or apy other portion of roads in sny
sort of repair. :

Tostead, 8d. That the farm plows
ars using the bighways as **surn rows”’
where the rows ars st right .or otaer
angles to the road, and that where they
ran psrallel shey, in many pisces,
infringe apoo the right of way permitted
sod enjoined by statate. That where
theae plows tarp ia the rosds they sre
earelessly, negligently sad witk malice
sforetboaght permitted to goage into
the side trask, sod to throw elods of
earth wpon the same to the great detri-
meot thereto spd te the comfort,
pstispce, feevent piety, sod Godlioess
of drivers, pedestrisns, predestrialion-
ists sod pedslists (and especially the
lsst, who are rapidly sioking iato 8
chzonio state of backsliding) Aleo
that these ssme plows, also diso aod
otber harrows aod farm implements are
often drsgged slong the highways,
asddiog to the ivjury of same and bar-
rowing the feslings of above mentiened
travelers

4th. We present the telepbone poles
as also, in many places, irangressing
apon the right of road, witheat esuse,
excuse or jastifieation  Moreover, we
respectfally present to your hosorsbie
body tkat the present condition of our
county roeds sre s orying disgrace, s
menace in some plsces, sod upon the
whole a heavy reflection apon the pride,
pash, esergy aod spirit of enterprise
and progress whish we shouid possess.
apd which is being mapipulated in &
most practicsl maooer by some of oar
more progressive and neighboring couo-
ties.

In conclasion we would respectfully
suggess that you do mske partionlar
inquiry as to wbo is or who are respoo
sible for the coodition and reocreant to
bis or their doty, report them, or bim
to the eonrt aud have bim or them
make aoswer and show cause why he
or they sbould pot reoeive the covdem
paiten meted out to delioguest and
truent cflicieis

Respectfully submitied,
Guv.
««Wea Nee Villa,” March 25, 1801,
e

A remarkzdle case of rapid groweh
kas ocourred in the towa of [ship, L.
[, wiere a yonog wmao aged 18 yeer-
oonfired to bed with fever grew four
inches in 61X weeks, apd at last acaauuty
was stiil elongating.

 his granddaughters seriously injured

-Hevw Its Mother Ceaches It to Hop

MRS. GEORGE McCOWN

KILLED—-OTHER PER-
SONS INJURED.

The Darlington Storm. y

Special to The Daily Item.

Darliogton, March 26 —A terrific |
tornado swept acrosa tbe country two
miles porth of this place - yesterday
afternoon about 5:39 o’oloek.

A great deal of damage was doge,
bouses aod fences being blown saway

The residesce of Mr George Me-
Cowa was blown dowo. Mrs MeCowe
was killed and Mr McCown aad one of

Oo s neighboring place s negro was
killed. '

FROM THE WIRES,

Tieo Tsio, March 24 —The Rev
Stonebouce of the London missionary
society has been murdered by brigsods
14 miles esst of Tien Tsin.

Cape Town, Mareh 24 —The babon
ie plague contioues to spread bhere.
There is a0 aversge of six fresh cases
offieially reported daily. Mocst of the
vietims are colored persons.

Madrid, March 24. —Diepatehes from
Lisbon say that s cabinet ecuscil hss
closed the ehapel of the sisters and
withdrawn the ssnetion of the statates
from the sssertions of Mosambiqae mis
sionaries and that the Chbureb of 8t
Fraosis sad St Pasl bas beeome state
property and s Jesuit bomse bas beem
elosed.

Berlic,Marek 24 —A dispateh to The
Lokal Apgeiger from Stattgert ao
poascees that Bsroon Schott von BShot-
teosteiv, the Wartemburg premier,
whose sudden withdrawal from the
eabinet owing to his being implieated
in a peodiog trial, ereated sepsation,
hss committed snieide at U m

— - I S —ees

Mrs Nation 18 now editiog & paper
called ““Tbe Smaesher’s Maii.”” Her
pablisher is Nick Chiles, eolored, form
erly of Greenville, 3. C We remem-
ber him 28 a very prowpt, reliable, anc
courteons pewsboy —Christian Advo-
cate.

The passiog of CGen Harrison re
moves from earth the most ultra Amer
ican presideat the cocotry bas bad siuce
Liccolo. The sturdy stock of old Tip
pecanoe wes so firmiy eugraved in his
patare that 0o sct of bis would admi:
of the word imperialism io coopection
with it, even io jest.— Acderson Balle-
tio ([ad).

EEE—— S

Reflection of a Bachelor.

A really good girl is the last one cf
them 2ll to be shockeci.

About 2!l 8 man ge's io this life are
the thiogs be doesn’t waot and the
thiogs he takes

The best way for a man 30t to have
any big failings is for bim to bave a lot
of little ooes.

There is sometbiog fondementaliy
wrong with 8 womzo who bas no uze
for a man that emokes.

The bigger the place a mao has io 3
woman’s beart the less able he is to
tarp aroucd in it

A woman has the advantage over &
map ; when she laughs when she oaght
to have soted wheo she ¢sD
slways olsim it was bysterics —New
Pork Press.

——

TEACHING A YOUNG LARK.

T ——————

About and Fly.

J. M. Barrie, the noted Seottish story
writer, in Seribners Magazine told
bow a young lark got its first lesson.

A baby lark had got out of its nest
sideways, a fall ef a foet only, but a
dreadful drep for a baby.

“You can get back this way,” iis
mother sald, 2nd showed it the way.
But when the baby tried to leap it fell
on its back. Then the mother marked
out lines en the ground on which it
was to practice hopping. and it got
along beautifully so long as the mother
was there every mement to say, “How
wonderfully yom hop!” 2

“Now teach me to hep up,” said the
little lark, meaning that it wanted to
fly, and the mother tried to do it in
vain. She could soar up. up. very
bravely, but ake could met explain how
she did it

«Wait till the sum eomes out afier
the raln,” she sald, half remembering.
- “What fs sun? What s rain?” the
little bird asked. *“If ycu cannet teach
me to fly. teach me to sing.”

“Whea the sun comes out after rain,”
the mother replied, ‘then you will
know how to sing.”

The raim came and glued the little
bird's wings together.

I shall never be able to fly or sing,”
it walled.

Then of a sudden it began to blink
its eves, for a glorious light bad spread
over the world, catching every leaf
and twig and blade of grass In tears
and putting a smile in every tear. The

baby bird’s breast swelled, it did not
know why; It futtered from the
ground, it did not know why. |

“The sun has come out after the
raln! It trilled. *Thank you. sun:
Thank you! Thank you! Ob. mother. |

did ycu hear me? I can sing.”

Then it floated up. up. <alling.
“Thank vou, thank you. thank youl”
to the sun. “Ob, mother, do you

see me? 1 am tlying!”

VWhky He Growled.
IToax—1 saw you at the theater last
night. You were in the dog seat.
Joax—Rir, what do you mean?

Hoax-—-Weren't you sitting in K97

—Philadelphia Record.

THE BURGLAR’S BIBLE.

| He Said That He Would G-+t It Back

Again, =nd He Did.

Senator John €. Spocner of Wiscon-
sin when a young mun Wwas attorney
for two men charged svith stealing.

There had been taken from tae men &
well worn Bible and & small drawer.
On the fly lcaf of the Bible was the in-

{ gcription, “To My Darling Boy, From

Mother.”

The trial was held the next day, and
the future senator made a brilliant
speech to the jury. He exhibited the
Bible and pointed to the inscription,
and without leaving their seats the
jury returned a verdict of “Not guilty.”

After the trial the young men-gave
the lawyer £30.

“Boys,” =aid Mr. Spooner as they
were about to separate, "I am curioug
to know why you carry that Bible and
the empty drawer.” Then the senator
listened with astonishmeat te the his-
tory of his clients.

“YWe are professional safe blowers
and have beer for five years. This Bi-
ble has a double cover and opens like
this’” (here the self confessed criminal
pressed a hidden spring in the thick
cover and disclosed a hollow in whick
there lay two steel flles and a small
saw), “‘and this old drawer has a secret
bottom, where we keep cur t0ols.”

The future senator cohfiscated the
Bible and the drawer.

One of the thieves sbouted angrily,
“We'll get those things Back yet, you
mark my words!”

Several years psssed, and then the
fneident was brought back to Mr.
8poorer’s recollection in the following
manner: One evening ke and his family
attended an entertainment, and no one
was left at the heuse. -'fhen they re-
turned at 2 late hour, they found that
the house had been entered by bur-
glars and ransacked, but that nothing
apparently was missing. The next
day’s mail brought a letter which read-

Dear Sir—Please oxcuse the wey we came o
last night, but the door was locked. We never
did think yeu treated us square by swiping ew
outfit, and =0 we came back after it acd found
Fou were not st bome. We always keep omr
word. Yours truly, Jicx AXD Jom

—Saturday Evening Post.

THE BARGAIN CRAZE.

HMen, It Is Alleged, Are as Xiuch In-
fected as the Women,

“This perennial joke about the love
of women for bargains wearies me,”
£aid a bright business woman the other
day. ““With most presumptuous supe-
riority men charge our sex with an ex-
travagant zeal for bargains, but I see
enough of business men tr a-"7™e me
that they are just as eager as women
are to get an article at a2 few cents less
than the usual price.

“Mr. A— is generally extravagant
in his personal expenditures, but he is
keen after bargains. The other day he
came into our office wearing an air of
great satisfaction, and his jubilation
had no other foundation than the dis-
covery of 2 street stand where ‘sec-
cnds’ in lead pencils were sold at 2
cents each.

“*If you know & good pencil when
you see it,” he explained, ‘you can rum-
mage in the pile and pick out 5 and 10
cent pencils at 2 cents each or three
for &.

“¢‘And that reminds me of another
bargain. You know the 10 cent cigars
I smoke? Tvell, there-is a little shop
down near the ferry where you can
get them four for a quarter. I just
heard of the place and ran down there
at lunchtime and filled my pockets.
Great bargain.’

“And would you belleve if, that man,
whose transactions run into the mil
lions, went oa telling my employer of

‘| bargains in clothes, stationery, ete.

and Mr. B— stopped in the midst of
his estimates on & big contract to note
addresses and to tell Mr. A— of bar-
gains he had discovered in neckwear
and shoes and household suppiies.

“Yet women are said to monopolize
the bargain hunting diseage.”—New
York Press.

A Geod Homery. >
A bad memory in most cases might

be more properly described as one rust-
ing from sbeer want of use. The fact
is our brain eells are always “ready te
oblige.,” but we do not glve them suffi-
cient encouragement Ia their wel
meant efforts. Naturally the individ-
ual may cultivate & memory for eer-
tain details more readily than for oth-
ers. but the general basis of all recol-
lective acts is ihe same, and there is no
department of buman mental activity
in which the motto that *“practice
makes perfect” holds more truly than
in the science of mnpemonics. The
view may be expressed. indeed. that
we never forget anything presented to
our brain cells. Wher we say we bave
forgotten. we really mean that we can-
pot find the mental photographic nega-
tive whence we can print off a positive
reproduction.—London Ckronicle.

From an Author's Soteboolkk,

The following is an extract from the
diary of an impecunious suthor: “RRose
at 5 and bad a sonnet and a glass of
eold water for breakfast. | retired ear-
1y in the evening without supper. as |
feared the neighbors would be annoyed
by the ratling of the kpives and
forks."—Atlanta Constituticn.

A Blind Sale.

An exchange tells of & novel plan
adopted by an English hostess o se-
cure funds for a charity in which she
was interested. She gave a dance, in-
treducing in the cotillon an auction

fieure. In this the favors were for =ale.
A table was spread with them. from
which selections were made.  After
the choice the purchaser found the
price atlixed on the reverse side. Thir

might he a penny or it pound, the Timit
of cast. aud was set without any regard
to the apnartent value of the avticle te
which it was attached. The most tri-
fling article perhaps had the topmest
mark. amd vice verss, making choice so
far price concerned pure

chance.
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