THE WATCHMAN

AND SOUT

THE WAR IN AFRICA.

A Review of Last Week’s
Evants-Scraps of News
That Have Been
Received.

Loadon, Feb 24 —Spencer Wilkia-
son summarizing the weeks events
ia the war with south Africa tonight
said :

““On the rcight of Thursday, Feb

.15, Gen Cronje marched out from
Magersfontein hetween Gen French,
who had just entered Kimberley and
@en Kelly Keony, then et Kilip
drift on the Modder river The pext
day Gen Kelly-Kenny pursued him,
attacked his rear guard sod delayed

- bim until the Highland brigade was

on its way to stop him on tbe south
bank of the Modder, and General
French could pass him on the north
baok.

«After a three days’ runding fight
Gen Cronje:was stopped at Koodos-
rand, near Paardeberg, where he was
_ surrounded His force was between

“the tiver bank; which gave him a
defensive position facing either way,
80 that attacks on him involved heavy
losa, but he was held until on Tues
day, Lord Roberts arranged to grip
him with a girdle of infantry in his
position, while canponading him with
fifty guns eofilading the river bed.
Ia the meantime Lord Roberts with a
spare division or two beyond the
three brigades belping Cropje, set
himself to intercept and drive away
any Boer reinforcements

«This was the sitnation oo Wednpes-
day and it offered a reasonable prob
ability of the capture of Crooje’s
force, and of the defeat of any rein-
forcements.

*We hsave little news beyond
Wednesday = Oo Thursday the shel
ing of Cronje was cootinped at in
tervals, continuous sbeiling probably
iovolving a too lavish use of ammu
pition. Boers bave been giving
themselves op by fifties a day On
Taesday Lord Roberts drove off rein
forcements coming from Colesberg
and from Natal.

““A Berlin report declares that
Cronje has forced bkis way through
This is improbable, but may refer to
a small party who may bave eseaped
in the night.

«Lord Roberts’ advance has drawn
away some of the Boer forces from
Colesberg, Sterkstroom and Natal, as
is seen from the diminished resist-
ance to the British at ali those
points

““Gen Bulier, after taking Inhlawe
hill, has crossed the Tugela, and ac-
cording to the iatest telegrams, has
been fighting conticuously since
Thursday moroing This looks like
a decided attempt to relieve Lady-
‘smith, wherein 1 expect Gen Buller
will succed if be does not, as before,
interrupt bis advance by stopping to
ccnot his losses and declaring that
he has lost enough A general has
pever lost enoogh to justify the giv
ing up of bis enterprise, so louvg an
his iroops are wiiling to go on with
hbim. Ladysmith caz probably hold
out for several weeks longer, and in
that time the effect of Lord Rcberts’
advaace wiil probably be even more
marked than it has yet been

—

Loodor, Feb 25, 435 2 m.—Sioce
2 15 o'clock yesterday afternoon bpoth
. ing bas been received from tbe scene
of*what the Looadon papers call Gen-
eral Ciopje’s death struggle, the war
officiais avpouncing at midoight that
tbey had pothieg to give out They
stated that they believed it impossibie
for Crooje to escape from the grip of
Lord Roberts
The report circalated in Berlin that
Cropje bad sanceeeded in making his
escape, came from the Boer headquar
ters in DBrussels, whbere it was stated
that cetails were still lacking
Thbe osnly pews from ota-r parte of
tbe seat of war received daring the
oight is a special dirpatch from Coleo
50, aoder date of Feoruary 24, stating
th4: the British io spite of stroeg op
positiod, were advancinz slowly ba:
surely, and driviog tbe B:ers from the
kopjes between Grobler’s Ekloof and
Hlapgwaze
Ladysmith reports by eliograpd oo
Friday tbat the Buers were retiriog
vorthward . in large ouwbors Mesp-
while the certainiy of rehief 18 s0 strong
at Durbao that the aatborities are
actively prepsring traio loads of provi
sions, loxuries and medical comfori~
for dispateb to the beleaguered rown a8
800D a8 commuDications are reopeved.

HOT FIGHTING CONTINUES TO
THE NORTH OF COLENRO
Colenso, Natal, 25 —Thbe Boers whe

bad been reenforced made a strong
attack Thursday st Gobier’s kloof aud
on a raoge of hilis racgiog essi. Toey
biad beeo forced from ail their positions
ou the right.

Gen Lyttleton’s divisicn oo Thur~day
advaoced ooder cover of the kopje-.
The Boers fired a Creusot and a * Loug
Tom.”” The Britieb artiliery was well
sheltered io the action at daybreak and
until late io tke afternoon, when a
beavy rifle fire oo botb sides deveioped.

Tbe Brinish iofantry bad advavesd a
mile and a bair and a costinuous fire

was Eept vp uotil after dark  The
Boers stuck to their positioos The
British artillery fire was irregulsr. A

few salves were seot toward the thickly
wooden cepots avd ravioes from which
the Boer fire was beaviest. The Baers

seot sheils izte the beadquariers
baggage, olose to the bospiai, but mo
material damage was done General
Wyace was sligitly wonaded.

The Buer postitous are ot cozsidered
strong, with the exception of Gabler’s
kloof. Tobe bilis eastward 2re pot so
high aod ocaonot be inircached so well
as the mountaios which rhe British
| have taken  The Somersets were the
| st aeross the ponteons 00 Wedoesday.
They were cubjected ro 2 beavy fire for
five hours io an isolated positics it
was the first time they had been uonder
fire. and they bebaved exceliently

Early on Friday a severe rifiz fire
was resumed on the right and froot,
from tbe positions held over night, by
both sides The British paval guoos,
bowitz2rs, movotain acd field batteries
cheiled the Boer trenches iccessaotly.
Thbe Boers replied with two beavy guos,
some of their chells bursting over the
bospital. As a result the British
woanded were removed.

Daring the afternoon the Fifth brig-
ade [ooiskillins sod Dublios lesding,
began to advance up the bills [u spite
of the constant shelliog the Boers stood
up io their treoches aiming deliberately
dowo tbe hills.

The infantry advaoge waa farther
covered by parties on tbe right and
left firing volleys. It was slow, the
British takiog advantage of every bis
of pataral ocover The Boers on the
orest of the hills, as well as from the
trecohes part of the way dowp, poared
lead along the advansiog lioe

At dark tbe Briiish infantry bad
reached within a few buodred yards of
the first line of the Boer trenches.

London, Feb 26, 4 35 a wm —Per-
haps never before in the course of
the present campaign bave such
crowds visited the war office as went
there yesterday As tbhe Times re
marks today, “‘the dearth of news is
somewhat-trying at a time wkten a
considerable success was geperaliy
regarded as immivcent ”’

No diminution cf confidence in
Locd Roberts is felt, however, and
the pubiic is ready to believe that be
has good reasons for not mentioning
Gen Cronje in the officia!l dispatches
Probably he is in no hurry to end a
situation which is daily bringing
smai! parties of Boers in a vain en-
deavor to reenforce Gen Crooje
These he can deal with in detail

Lord Roberts has already captured
over 500 Boers, and at this rate he
wil! soon bave quite a respectable
array of prisoners to be held as host
ages for the 3,000 British already in
Pretoria.

Gen Cronje’s refosal to accept the
offer of Lord Roberts regarding the
women acd children indicates either
that the poeition is less desperate
thao has been supposed or that he
has been able to dig an absolutely
safe place for them _

Everything goes to show that Gen
Bauller’s advance is most stubbornly
resisted and mozt csuticusly carried
out It is boped that he will soon
be in 8 position waere Gen White
will be able to assist bim materially.

The campaign is now epproaching
a most interesting phase In about
a fortvight the congress of the Afri
Ekande:' bund wili meet, and it 18
| rumored that Mr Hofmeyr wili then
| propose peace terms on the basis o
the republics retaining absolute iude
pecdence, but offering to disarm  If
these terms are rejected it is under
stood that a manifesto will be boldiy
issued to the Dutch throvghout Sounth
Africa, calling upon them to throw
off .their allegiance to Great Britain.

Probably these rumors are exag-
gerated, but there is no doubt that
tbe greatest anxiety prevails in Cape
Town regarding coming events

Germany, through the semi official
Beriiner Post, reiterates that all re:
ports of German intervention are
quite withoat foundation.

Capt Raymond Harvey de Moat-
mecrency, who was killed in Gen Gat
acre’s reconunoissance Saturday, was
the heir of Viscount Frankfort de
Montmorency, and was the fourth
heir to a peerage who bhas falien in
tke course of the campaign.

London, Feb 27, 420 a m —The
Boers are assembling an army near
Bioemfontein, with which to dispute
the invasion of Lord Roberts This
intelligence comes from Pretoria by
way of Lorenzo Marques The com
mandoes are described as ‘‘hasten
ing from ali quarters of the two re
publics ”’

No estimate ia made of their nam
bers, but the withdrawal of the Boers
from most of the places where they
bave been in contact with the British
except the district near Ladyemith,
may raise the resisting force to 30 000
men This figure assames that the
Boers bave between 60 000 and 70,
000 men in the field The gathering
of this army across the path of Lord
Roberts gives significance to Gen
Cronje’s steadfast defense He has
engaged the corps of Lord Roberta
for ten days nuw, and whether he is
reileved or not. he has given time
for the aispersed Boer factions to get
together and to prepare positions to
receive the British advance when
Cronje is overcome aod Lord Roberts
moves forward

It is difficult to conceive that the
Boers are strong encugh to take the
offensive and to rescue Gen Cronje
from his precarious situation.

The war office has nothing after
midnight to indicate his collapse, and
he may bold out for a few days. The
correspondents seem to have no ex
act information respecting his re
sources. Some say he bas plenty of

‘last and strongest positions of the

food but is short of ammunition. |
Otbers assert that he abandoned his
food supplies but kept abundant sup
pliea of cartridges

Gen Buller on Saturday fac=d the

Boers who bar his way to Ladysmith.
Tbe strenuous fighing iodicates a
battle between armies, rather iban
rear guard actions protecting a re-
treat

On Thursday and Friday he lost 43
officers killed and wounded, repre-
senting probably a total ioss of from
400 to 500

Gen White's gun’s worked on
Saturday upon the Boer position. and
a heliogram from Ladyemith reported
that the Boers were retreating and
that larger rations were being issued
in view of the fact that relief seemed
at band.

Nothing has been heard from
Mafeking since Feb 12th Tke
movement on the veidt away from the
railway is becoming increasingly
difficult for large bodies of troops,
as the grass is burped up Gen
French has to wagon forage for
nis horses. and even the infantry finds
long marches harder than before, as
forage for the transport animals must
be carried This requires the forma
tion of garrisoned depots

The ordinary campaigning eeason
is over, and a sickly season for both
men and animals has set 1n.

Technical militsry writers (ake
these things into consideration in
forecasting events.

The Daily Chronicle says it learns
from private letters that British rifles
and ammunition have been Ilsnd-
ed on the southern coast of Cape
Colony, presumably for the Dautch
colonists

Lord Roberts has recently receiv-
ed 72 additional pieces of artiliery.
Whether all have been sent to
Paardeberg is oot known

Probably the Eighth division wiil
leave England next Monday.

GEN CRONJE'S POSITION PRO-
TECTED FROM BRITISH
: SHELLS.

Loodon, Feb 26 —Dispatches from
Paardeberg show that Geo Cronje’s
forces have far more protection from
Field Marshal Iiord Roberts’ heavy fre
thao at first indicated. A special dis-
pateh from Paardeberg, published in
the second edition of the Daily Chron-
iole and dated Saturday, Feb 24, says :
¢*A balioon bas discovered the enemy
weil covered by a system of burrowiog
in the river bank which resembles a
rabbit-warren aud =affords sheli proof
positions ”

It will not be much of a surprige if
today or tomorrow which is the snoi-
versary of Majuba hill, wiil be marked
by the sarrender or sonibilation of the
galiant baod so overwhelmiogly bem
med ia, thouoh rthe closeness of the
iovestment appears opeo to eriticism,
Swmall bedics of Boers, 2pparentiy, are
able to make their escape, cavsing cem-
parison here with the Boer methods of
investment, with their quickiy dog sar.
roupciog treoches, impassable barbed
wire, eic , and those of the Brirish,

Lord Roberts hoids a position almost
apzlognus with that held so long by
the Boers at Ladysmith As Gen
Cronje is repcrted to have plenty cf
frod, the plan of srarvioz him out cap
gsarcely avail, as Lord Roberts must
either wait until bis ammooition, which
is said to be short, ruoe out, or those
of Gea Cronj2’s forces who are coun
selling sarrender prevail 8o indefi-
pite is the information that either of
these alteroatives may occar at any
momeat.

Meaowhile Lord Roberts’ engineers
are sapping steadily towards the Boer
lasger and, according to a special from
Paardeberg, dated Sauoday. Feb 25, the
cordoo iz graduslly drawing closer.

Gen Buller’s mareh on Ladyswmith is
beiog marked by sharp fighting. A
Pietermaritzhurg dispateh of today’s
date says he is still beavily cngaged io
fizhting. Ia Gobler’s kl-of Geo Bal
ler seems to have discovered a hornet’s
nest.

Io Cape Colooy the British arms are
steadily advaueing.

Barkley East is now 1o their pos-
session, asccordiog to a dispateb from
that district, the Boers evacuating the
plece, retreatiog on Ladygrey and wir-
ing President Steyn for reenforcements
to prevent their surrender.

DEADLY ROAD TO LADYSMITH

Loodon, Feb 26 —Gen Baller, in a
dispateh frcm Colenso dated Suoday.
Feb 25, reports that the Britieh casual-
ties Fedb 20 were 12 killed and 39
wouoded, amorg the Somersets and
Dorsets, and that Feb 22 and Feb 23,
12 officers were wounded.

The wer cfice today issued an addi-
tiona! list of the casualties sustained by
the Fifth bricade under Gen Buller
Fen 23 and Feb 24, which ioclude 7
officers kiiled, 23 wounded and 1 miss

icg.
Gen Bauller's death list contains rhe
vames of three lienrenant colonels,

Thackery of the Feret Royal Toniskill-
ing Fusiliers : Sitwell, of the Sccond
Royal Dablin Fusiliers, and Thoroid,
of the Koyal Welch Fusiiiers

An additioral st of the British
cacualties at Paardeberg, Feb 18, is
anpounced and gives a lieutenant and
eicht men killed, a lieutenant and seven
wmen wissing, and 38 men wounded

BOERS STILL THERE
London, Feb 27 —Winston Churen
ill, io a dispatch to the Morning Post
from Frere Camp, dated Sunday, says: |

| fish crowd about his boat. he claims,

HRON,

“The idea that the Boers are rzising |
the sieze of Ladysmith is prematare. |
Toe advauce is beicg parsced in the
face of b2 most stutdhorzs opposltion,
and of heavyioss President Kruger's

grasdsoz is among the Doers Killed ' |
|

THE GALLANT IRISHMEN

Liodos, Feb 27 —The Times bas
the following from Pistermarnzdurg,
dated Friday, Feb 23: **The Duklio
Fuos'liers bhave again distioguished
themselves by volunreering to rake
Goblers’ kloof, which tkey did. This
gallaot batralion, which begao the
campaign 830 strong, oan today be
faid to muster oo parade ocly between
100 and 200 of its original members.

A Brizht Jeweler.

A gentleman tells the following joke
on a jeweler: A young man who Wwas
on the verge of matrimony went. to the
jeweler and bought a ring and left in-
structions that in it be engraved the
legend, “From A to Z,” which, being
interpreted, meant from Anthony to
Zenobia. To his astonishment, on call-
ing for the ring the next day he found
it engraved like an Egyptian obelisk
and on closer examination found that
the jeweler had put the whole alpha-
bet “from A to Z” on it.

Music For Fish Bait,

An eccentric hermit named William
Schueller. who lives at Franklin, Mich,,
is said to be one of the most successful
fishermen in his part of the country,
and he claims to call the fish to him
by singing “0ld Hundredth.” He goes
out in his boat and takes a station in
fairiy deep water. Then he sings, at
the same time keeping his eyes on the
water in search of fish. Gradually the

and when cnough are gathered togetb-
er the wily fisherman casts a net and
catches dozens at a single haul. The
old zentleman has a fameus voice, and
Lis neighbors are inclined to believe
his sirange story.—Chicago Recerd.

Bloody Battle in Mexico.

Potam Somor, Mexico, Feb 25 —
The Mexican Federal troops under
Gen Torres have saved Guayamas
from the Yaquis, but by dint of the
fiercest fighting of the warand at a
sacrifice of 200 soldiers. The townp
bere is filled with wounnded and all
the public buildiogs are utilized
Torres anticipated tbe surpriee the
Yaquie intended. The Indians were
accompanied by ten adventurers,
miners and cowboys, who acted as
commanders of separate companies
of forty men each The Yaquis bad
also a Maxim gup, which bad been
smuggled through at Bisbee, Ariz,
in 2 load of machinery The gun
was manipulated the Mexicans claim,
by two Ex Roogh Riders

Torres rteached here Thursday
afternoon and descided to divide his
army of 700 men into two divisions.
The first and strongest flanked by
the cunboat Democrata, left here at
daybreak Friday morming No scouts
preceded the force, aud the first in
timation c¢f the presence, of Ihe
Y:zquis was e withering fire from the
Maxim and a rifle voiley from
concealed fortifications in a dense
thicket The first division retreated
in confusion and was sheltered in the
timber growth along the river. More
than 100 men fell at the first fire
The Democrata then steemed up and
swept the thicket with her machine
guns, but evidentiy ineflectively
Her forward decks were gwept and
the protected upper deck peppered
with bnllets from the Maxim Ten
gailors and First Lieat Rambolo, of
of the army, were Kkilied. The
Democrata drifted for more than a
balf mile until a bend in the river
sheltered her Late in the afternoon
hill signals showed the waiting com
manders of the first division that the
second detatchment had reached the
nei ghboring heights to the southeast
in its flank movemests

A simuitaneous attacked was then
made from the front and flank,
and the Indians retreated The
Maxim guo, disabled and use
less, was brought into Potana
anc seventy three Indians. the officiel
report states, were found dead
There was no pursuit and the Indians
must bave withdrawo in good order
During the first fire of the Yaquis
twenty three Mexican Federals were
driven into the river in a panic and
were drowned The total Mexican
loss was 227. Tbe Democrata has
been sent to Guayamas for repairs
This is the first time the Yaquis have
made use of fortifications

Wealsh’s
Shoe Ntore

Again in “full blast,”
NEW SHOES ARRIVING EVERY
WEEK FROM HEADQUARTERS

All shoes that were on shelves
August 1st sold regardless of

what they cost.

Walsh’s Shoe Store
Under City Clock.
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not have been satisfactorily waited on, as our clerical
been taxed to its utmost capacity.

Now that the rush of cottonis over and we have an
opportunity to say a few words to our friends in the country,
we desire to acknowledge, through the columns of the Watch-.
man and Southron, our grateful thanks to them for the liberal
patronage bestowed upon us, for which we can offer nothing in
return except our promise that their interests will be as care-
fully guarded by us in the future as they have been in the past.

It is particularly gratifying to us 1o acknowledge a very
liberal trade during the months of September and October from
our farming friends, to whom it was our pleasure to extend a
credit during the summer. It proves to us that they appreciate

our endeavor to be just and reasonable with them, when they
need assistance, as we have always tried to be—our motto

and there are none better.
every year. We are selling at the same price as last year; but
|if we have to duplicate we will be obliged to charge an advance.
| We only have about ' ’

[0 OUR FRIENDS

SN NSNS NSNS NSNS,

MR. EDITOR :

You may have had us in mind when, referring in a recent
issue of your paper to the peculiarity of merchants in regard
to advertising, in which you quoted them as saying that “in
good times it was not necessary to advertise, and in hard times
it did not pay.” While we have always found that advertising
paid us, we must confess that for the past sixty days any in- -

business that we might secure by that means, could
force has

LIVE AND LET LIVE

Although we tried to anticipate this season’s wants by
buying a heavier stock than ever before, our trade has so far
exceeded our expectations, that we have been obliged to re-
plenish frequently and freely every department of our store.

In Dry Goods

We bought a very heavy stock of staples, a fair percentage
of which we still have on hand and are seliing at old prices,

Tar Heel Blankets

Which you have been waiting for so long have come at

It was not our fault that they were not here sooner as
our contracts were made in May for September delivery, but
the mill has been so crowded with orders it was impossible to
deliver them sooner.

1

These goods are made in

A Southern Mill.
From Southern Wool,
By Southern Men

They are improving on the finish

FIFTY PAIRS,

so don’t put oft buying, or you may get left.

SHOLES.

Why the advance in cotton should have affected the price of
shoes, but strange to say they too have gone up. We don’t
kpow whether it was judgment or luck, but our purchases for
Fall were nearly double our psual contracts.
now for Spring and paying 10 to 15 per cent more for the same
class of goods, hut those o2 hand will go at the old prices while

We are buying

In our write-up aboat Shoes last Fall we had something spe-
cial to say about

The H. 0. Godman Line for Women and Children.

Qur increased sales for these gnods prove that we told the truth. .
Bear in mind we are still the SOLE AGENTS FOR THEM AND
GUARANTEE EVERY PAIR

THE L. M. REYNOLDS LINE OF MEN'S SHOES, sold
exclusively by us, are trade-winners.
$1.75 to $3.50, and every pair warranted.
best $3 00 shoe buy a Reynolds.

The prices range from
If you want the

CLOTHING.

This has certainly been our banner season in the clothing
business, and if there are any of the men or boys in the county

not bought a suit, it has not been our fault ; but fear-

ing there still may be a few unprovided, we are keeping up our
stock by telegraphing orders for shipment by express.

need an overcoat see us before buying, as we have

some great values.

In our Hat and Furnishing Goods De-
partment will be found some values that compare favora-
bly with the balance of our stock.

announcement would not be complete without a

word about our

GROCERY STOCK.

This department is up to the usual standard, and that is
saying about all that is necessary for it.
FLOUR, of which we believe there is more sold in this county
han other brand, is pronounced by those who use it, unsur-

Our MILLBURNE

O’Donnell & Co.



