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The EBEx-Railroad Commis-
sioper Begins a Bpok of
Revelations.

Charges of Inccmpetency and Ras-
caiity Against His Late Asso-
ciates--The Governor Called
on to Take a Hand.

Wedgefield, Dec 18, 13899.

Editor Item : Some months ago I
rcad a commanication in your paper
ed “Sumter Farmer” extolling
the railroad commission for the re-
duction of the cotton rate. I was
sarprised when 1 learned that the
article was written by one of Som-
ter's moat intelligent representatives
The argument vsed was a rehash of
what the commission bad to say of
themselves. It was also somewhat
of a rebuke to me, for I bave repeat
edly declared that the Board of Rail-
road Commissioners sre an utterly
incompetest body, and I believe I
can show this by the cotton rate
which so delighted ““Sumter Farm
er” On page 42 railroad commis
sioners’ report 1837, ‘Commissioner
Thomas advocated and tried to re
duce the cotton rate to which the
wajority would not agree 7 At that
time the het income of all the rail
roads was $2,238,579 7Z, and the
price of cotton was aboat 5 ceots
This same maiority reduced the cot
ton rate in 1899 when the net income
of all the railrcads was $2.162,718
04, and the price of cottonis 7 cents
Now, why refuse to reduce the rate
on cotton when the railroads could
better stznd the redaction aod the
people were more in veed of it ?
The answer is that one of the majori-
ty is now a candidate for reelection
and desires to commend himseif to
the people If this is a fact, is it
not trae, that the people bave been
swindied out of two years’ reduced
rate on cotton to suit the political
convenience of the mejority faction
of the board? It is the duty of
«Sumter Farmer’” to find out tbe
facts from the records sent to the
legislaiure since ke is the people’s
representative in that body.

The board fixed a standard cotten
rate, that iz, the same rate for every
road. The law says, “The board
shall make a just snd reasenabdle rate
for each road doing busipess in tbe
State ”’ The records of 1898 sacw
that the S. C. & Ga railroad maie a
cet income of $398,828 7). waile
anotber corporation, the Carolina
Midland, made a pet income of $14.-
921 25 The 8 €C & G bauied
350,447 tone one miie, and the C
Midland baulzd 8,580 toss one mile
Did the board execute the iaw when
they fixed the same rate Jor this
poor roed as for the rich ore It
would be indeed iustructive to know
how these widely different figares
could be made to produce the sae
result or rate  What would “Sumter
Farmer” thiok of the taxing pcwer
of this county if they were to iex
every citizen of the county the same
regerdless of the different condi
tions ? This is what the Boaréd of
Rzilroad Commissioners have doue,
for which assinity a Sumter law
maker praises them

What is the result of tbie rate
making ? It forces the stronger io
gobbie up ali the weaker roads. It
destroys competition and forces com-
bination to the detriment of every
farmer and bceipess man in the
State

Sometime ago Sumter felt the need
of competition, and the citizens
secured a connection with the 3 C.
& G. railroad, before its completion
the Southern railway owned both
of them, and the people who put ip
their time, rights of way, &e, are
lost in the shuffl2, and Sumter is
without competition, for nobody 1s
green encugh to suppose that the
Southern railway and the Atlantic
Coast Line wounld fight for freights
which they can pool

All raiiroad intelligence agree that
“competition 18 impossible where
combination is possible 77 A stand-
ard cotton rate is illegal, imjurious,
absoiutely ioolish and proof of in-
competency

I have taken advantage of “Sum
ter Farmer’s”” comwmunication for a
personal privilege IHe said : “It1s
said that the railroad commissioners

11893 under Secretary Bartiett the

do notbing but draw their salaties
I don't concur in this view ”’ Nei
their do I, for I know they osccasion
aliy draw sober breatus They did |
draw 896 out of tha treaeury and pay |
the Alijance porter They did draw |
$100 and paid the expenses of two
commissioners to Washington to 2t |
tend 2 two days’ convention. when |
they had free passes to Wasnington |
I west to Washington a few weeks
afterwards 1 went acd retarned in
a sleeper, the trip cost me 219 Tue:
commissioners signed my nzme to
the report without authority or ex |
cuse and made me & party to what I |
believe are iilegal charges [ wrote

‘ Siate.
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THOMAS MAKEQ | without authority or excuse, und &
AN ,

' kave beeu made to sapprove

| State is made to pay for the porter

SERIOUS CHARGES.

beg to enqure about scme mitters 1|
The

fuli time when the ailiance exchange
has always paid half Lis wages. I

State paid porter $29, in 1898 the |
State paid for the same service $96.
In 1893 the Siate paid for stamps $29,
in 1598 $41. Two commissioners
atiended the convention in Washing |
ton and the State paid 3100 expensea
You bave made me responsible and 1
beg you will explain the above aad
obiige, Yours truly,
H R Thomas

“Sumter Farmer”’ is a State officer
especially charged with the daty of|
protecting the interests of Sumter’s |
citizens. The illegal cotton rate is
detrimental to tbe interest of every
citizen in that it destroys competi
tion and makes peopie victims of a
railroad trust. No trost, is the dem-
ocratic slogan for 1900, and yet the
South Carolioa railroad commission-
ers, contrary to law, through pare
ignorance, force a railroad trust on
the people, and are commended by a
Sumter democratic law maker. It is
«Sumter Farmer’s”’ duty to officially
find ont by what authority the Board
of Railroad Commissioners ignore
the law of the State to make a just
rate for each road and instead fixes
the same rate for every road, to tne
destruction of competition and to the
injury of the people, and how it cost
8100 to go tn Waehington on free
passes, acd thus protect the taxpay-
ers To assist” him in his duty I
make the following effidavita and
forward to the governor through him,

our representative
H R Thomass

Wedgefield, Dec 18, 1899.

Hon M B McSweeney, Governcer of

Scuth Carolina

8ir : I forward you some affidavits
and a letter which [ wrote the Board
oi ' Railroad Commissioners iast March
in regard to what I believe was a
misappropriation of public fands. to
which they mac2 me a party by sign
ing my name to the report of 1398
without my copseut As they re
fused to amswer a respectful letter
asking for informatioo, in duty to
myself and the peopie whose servant
I was, I send you several afiidavits
a8 13 required in Sec 22, Art 1V of
the constitution of 1895. In the in-
terest of the State, I beg you will
recommend the legislatore to investi
gaie the fertilizer and cotten rates,
both of which 1 beiieve are iilegal

ard sgainst the pubiic interest
11 B Thomas
No I.

MISAPPROPRIATION OF PUB-
LIC FUNDS3
of Seouth Carolina—Sumter

County.

Personaily appesred before me, B
P Kelley. a magistrate for and in
szid county and Jiate, H R Thomas
who, on oath, says he is infurmed
and believes that on sundry times
ehown in offize caah took and report
for the fiscal year 1898 at the railrcad
commissioners’ office in Cclumbia in
Richland cousty in =aid State W ]).
Evans, chairman. J C. Wilborn and
“ecrerary D P Danrcan was guiity of
siguing my name to the railroaé cem
missioners’ report of 1838 eent in to
tee legislaiure witbout my zutbcrity
or consent snd without excuse. max-
inc me a pery to thz following
misappropriation of public funds the
praperty of the State of South Caro-
liva :

Paid to aliiance porter, $96

Paid to Commissisners W. D
Evansand J C. Wilborn $100 for
attendance on a two days’ conven-
tion in Washington. to which city
thev had free trarsportation.

The board are charged with the
safe keeping and disbursement of the
contingent fund approriated by the
legislarure and dia then and there
convert, divert and aj propriate tke
greater portion of said sums to their

own use And further, that the said
W D Evans. J C. Wilborn and
Secretar, D. P. Dancan then snd |

there the greater part of said eums, |
the property of said State, did take
and appropriate to their own use
H R. Thomae.

Sworn to before me this 18th day
of December, 1899

B P Keiley, Magistrate

No 2
COTTON RATE.

State of South Caroiina—Sumter

Ccunty

Personally appeared before me, B
P Keiley, a magistrate for and in
said couuty and State, I R Thomss
who, on oath rays that he isinferm
ed and beiieves ihat at the raiiroaxd
commissioners’ office in Columbia in
Richiaud county in sa:d State on the

Ist dav of Seprember last that W. D

Evans, J ¢ Wilborn and G W, |
(Garria, constituting the Boas ° of |

I
baxe |

2ailrcad Commissioners, did

tand put in force an unlawful and |

hurtful cotton rate, being the eame
rate for every road, regardiees of the |
d:fferent conditions, when the law
requires a juat and reasonable rate
for eacn recad doing buasiness in the |
That the said W D Evans,
W. Garris in

Viitborn aud O

J O

the foiiowing letter to the board and ! disregard of the law 38 to rates are

they made me no reply :
Wedgefieid, March 3 1599,

of Railroad Commissioners.
Dear Sir: ! received a copy of the

railroad commissioners’ report. 1898. | December, 1899

My pame was signed to the report

destroying competition and foreing

r : > .
{ ou tie prople a railroad trust to the |

Ion W. D Evaps, Chairman Boaid | great detriment and loss of the peo-
- (o) peu 722X Porchase our meke, which we guarants

ple Il R Thomas
Sworn to before me this 18th day of |

1

B P Kelley, Magistrate.

27, 1899.

No 3.
FERTILIZER RATE.

State of South Carolina—Sumter

County.

Personally appeared before me, B.
P Keiley, a magistrate for and in
eald county in said OState, H. R.
Thomas who, on oath, says that on
th:e 28th day of Nowvember, 1885, at

| the railroad commissioners’ office In
| Columbia in Ricniand county in said

State, W D Evans and J C Wil
born, a majority of the Board of
Railroad i ommissionets, agsiust the
protest of . R Thaomas, the minori
ty member of said boaréd, did put in
force a fertilizer rate pased on errors
of about 800,000 dollars in the net
income of all the roads as shown on
pages 177 and 186 report 1895, and
that the majority of the board did
not know whether the Soathern rail
road lost $93,107 28 or made $442,-
961 65 by the year’s operations a8
shown on pages 177 and 185 report
1895 And further that said W. D.
Evaps and J. C. Wilborn did enter
into a trade with the railroads of the
State against which eaid H. R.
Thomas protested as shown on page
50 report 1896, where said W. D
Evans and J. ¢ Wilborn egreed to
raise rates on other commodities to
induce the roeds to work an illegal
fortihzer rate ‘When the roads came
for their pay ard asked for a raise of
rate under the trade or agreement
said H R Thomas advocated a re-
ductioa cf the cotton rate instead as
shown on pages 3! to 42 report 1897
Said W. D Evensand J. C Wilborn
voted against coiton reduction At
that time the net income of all the
roads was $2,238 579 72 aad the
price of cotton was about 5 cents
In 1899 said W. D Evans and J ©
Wilborn did reduce the rate on cot
ton when the net income of ali the
roads was $2.162,718 04, aud the
price of cotton is T cents. And fur
ther that tbe fertilizer rate put in
force reduced the rate from the Co-
jabia miils into the Piedmont section
25 per cent and from the Charleston
mills 8 per cent in the same section

he Charleston miil fixed the price
all over the State This was an
illegal discrimination in favor of ihe
Columbia miils of 17 per cent, about
75 cents a ton on asout 70 (0D tous,
eqaal to about §50,000 a year. The
fertiiizer rate was made by Secretary
D P Duncan, who was the agent for
the Columbiz mills and who was the
beneficiary of his owa act, supperted
oy caid W. D Evansand J. €. Wil

The discriminative and iilegel
izer rate based on errors of
apout $800,000 has rcobed the pec-
pie in the Piedmont section zlone
out of scme $200,080 ou the onz
commogditv of fertiiizer since 1R895.
Report 1895, pages 177 end 1¥6,
shows tbe impossible two incomes
for vearly every road It is impossi-
bie to figure a just a3 the law
requires based on two lucomes for
each road or ou S800,0600 erross.
H P Thoxmas

Sworn to before me tiis 18ih day

of December, 1839
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B3 P Kelley. Magistrate
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arden Seeds.
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A sappiy of Onion Sets, of cheice
varieties, and fresh (arden Seeds for

the season’s piauting, now on hand.
FULL LINE OF

MEDICINES,
PERFUMERY

and Fancy Articles,
Usually found in a first class
Drug Store.
Prescriptions carefully com-
pounded at reasonable prices.

J.E. W. DelLorme.

(tet 25.

The Largest and Hiost Complet

Estabiisment Sonfh
Geo. S. Hacker & Son,

'SLHOIIM HSVS

|
|
I
[

~—MANUFACTURERS OF—

J00RS, SASH, BEMNDS,

Moulding & Building
Material. i

403 H v T - H
ofice and Warerooms, King, vppozite Caz
non Street,

CHARLESTON, S. C.

superior to Any sold South, and
therehr rave money.

Window aand Fancy Glass a Specialty

Cctcoer 16—o0

Dr M A Simmoos’ Liver Medicice bas sioce
1840 stedils risen in punlie favor, nnd the
demand for 1t far exceeds that ef ary otber
liver medicine

3
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. Has moved his stock of —

it
1 ‘1{3

LPrER.

2zl for

$2.00.

Here you get the news of
the world and all your local
news while it is fresh, payving
very little more than one
paper costs. Either paper 1s
well worth $2.00, hut by spe-
cial arrangement we are en-
abled to put in both of thom,
giving three papers a week
for this low price. You can-
not equal this anywhere else,
and this combination is the
best premium for those who
want a great paper and a
heme paper. Take these and
you will keep up with the
times.

Besides general news, the
Twicc-a-Week Journal has
much agricuitural matter
and other articles of special
interest to farmers. It has
regular contributions hy Sam
Jones, Mrs. \W. H. Felton,
John Temple Graves, Hon.
C. H. Jordan avd other dis-
tinguished writers.

Czil at this oifice and lzave your
subscriptions fer botax pacers. You
can get a sample copy of either pa-
per here on applicatioa.

DICAL WORK
FOR MEN, FREE

3o WONEY. iy new revised rcientific
satimg on every weakness and disense pe-
11 i« dust from the press, Every man.
har Bisocenpation or position in life,
worm< unlizeanyihing ever publisked.
nlerest o the married or pamarred;
by and strong or to the weak and
n, Whilathe edirion lasts I will gend
roty s=ziedin o plain wrapper, post-

i evors man whe writes for it. This
pse desiring a copy mnost
B. M. Ress, M. D.. Pub-
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But Fine
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Tooms,

vzcelience, imprasible 103
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1

?
7
(4

nopRss £i3ewhere.
Cataiogue snd Book of Svgeesiions for the
askine. TERMS ACTOUMMODATING.

SECOGND-EAND PIANOS
TUNING, REPAIRING.

CHAS, BhL STIEFE,

Warerorms, § Norih iiberty Street.
Fuctorv—Bloek of E. Lafasetie Ave.,
Aiken asd Lanvales

OHARLES €. LESLIE,

VW holesa'e end Reteil Commizzion Dealerin

X 3 &S XX

Oysters, Game and Poultry.
S:ails No. 1 and 2 F e Murket.
Office, Nos. 15 and 2) Market Street.

CHARLESTON, S C.

Coozicoments of Couniry Producs, Poultrr,
Bzps, ¢, nre respectfully solicited.
Prompt returns mede.

Fish packei in barrels aod boxes for ike
conotrs irade a speciaity.

Dec 6 x
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Probabiy vou use &—
Nearly everyone docs, and if so you
inow all 2bout hov far superioritistsy

either baking soda or haking powdrr,

f.eaven

is the lates: advaace in baking pregpara-
vjons, and if you don’t use it you should,

3
v
13

I+ fs Better Than Soda
will moke biscuit just right

a St < = » 11 - = - .
NI VELIOW ST s O

Decap~e ol
avery time.

sl TS,
Tt Is Betiee Than Balking Powdes
i
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THE BANK OF SUMTER,

SUMTER. 5. C.

' City and Gounty Depositary |

Gapital =toecs prad in, . ; 275,000 00

Undivided surplus, ! . 18,000 00|

Individesl liasiity of stockioiders l
10 excess of their stock, 75,006 00

Transacta a gensral banking buziness ; piso
hug u Saviogs Bank Department  Deposite of
%] and upward received. Interestaliowed a3
the rate of 4 jer ceal. per sonux, psyadle
semi-nnnually,

W F. 8. HAYNSWORTH, President.

ManioN MoIse W._F. RHaug,
Vice-President. Casbier.

Jan 31.

EHardware, Stoves, Cut=
fery, Crockery, &c¢.,

Into the large store next to First National
Bank, lately occupied by the Ducker &
Bultman Company,

Aod ie now better prepared with a larger stock tban ever, to supply the publis
with everytbiog in bis live. Espeoial attenticn is directed to the very large
line of

Stoves and Stove Fixtures,

Both cooking and heating, and also te our large iine of

CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, WINDOW GLASS, PAINTS, OILS.

Our regulsr lines of Hardware,” Tools, Catlery, Guos, Ammurition, Haroess,

Saddlery, Housefurniafaing Goods, &c., will be found larger and more complete.
We 2leo carry Eogine and Mill Supplies. Remember, all our stoves are
warraoted. Call and ses us. Very respectfally,

.. B. DURANT.

Sep 6—x
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HOT SPRINGS TREATMENT

COMPANY
AND COUNCIL OF PHEYSICIANS.

Will Cure at Home Blood Poison in all Stages, Scrofula, Cancer
and Rheumatism. Cures Guaranteed.

if suffering from any form of cootagious or inberired Blood Poison, Caucer;
Rbeunwsii-m, Paralysie, Private Diseases, Gonorrbea, Gleet, Weakness of Or’-’
gaps, you can be oured at home with perfect safety at emall cost. You can
secure the combined skili of a staff of eminent physicians and epecialists with &
lacge ezperience 2ud observation in treating such diseases at Hot Springs. Any
case they aceapt for treatment who faitbfuliy complies with direetions without a
cure will be entitled to free board, rcom and treatmest at their iostitution until
cured ‘No postrums or cure-alis vsed, but special remedies for each psrticuler
case, avd fo guit the particuler stage of the disease. Honest, expert treatment
is what you seed A book of full particulars with question blacks set secare

from cbservztion on receipt of 2 cent stamp for postage. Address

HOT SPRINGS TREATMENT €O., or P. O Bex 110,
HOT SPRINGS, ARK.

June 14—o
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Fuieclitedl Gaaaso A

ied to Sewing Machines,
wnder wiich you can obtain

2 alzz in the purchase of

AT a\nv:!:rm’ﬁ:nzn -

amens \White” Sewing Machine than
cver Sefore ofiered.

L

£ Ii-T cziziogue and detailed particulars.

L o
Ler ¥

R e T

Sireiéa L
Wirle 2

How

OO YA T DAY DYDY

s 0o San ’ 2o%r 341 $ha myurchaca af a2 hi a=ndl . 3

X ..i z; LYo Seaney, L purchase cf 2 h.}ré—h-b;a-uc sewing mackine

and the easy e nzyment we can offer, either direct from

facio Thronon e cloe cantRoDize! his i

factory or threugh 5 _&-L.L.HO;E.-.L'-,[ ageats, This is an opper-
{ tamity you cannot 2ford o You know the «<White,” you know
i ozie . cemamn T = i e :
5= ma.mfactu.e.;“; Ther2iore, a detziled deseription of the machine and
>, 11S coustruciion is nuns Tf wou have an old machine to exchange
S we can offer mest 1i5) rms. Write to-day. Address in fullf
; = T, % =t \

i ;-_1:;;(&?\]',;’

CUHPARY, (Dep 4.y Cicveland, ORig,

PR ey N Vo o) i

lﬂﬁ"“

WHITE SEWIRG &
’- 2

PE

H BFSES,

I wish to say to the public that I have added to @y busivess Live Srock, and

wiil keep 00 hand at my S’abies, a vice lize of yocnz sod we!l broke H,orsea

and Munles, for sale at the lowest prices. Give me a trial aod be coovioced that
Dy prices are as low as the lowest,

Geo. . Epperson.
umbia Business College,

Col
— COLUMBIA, S. .

The lcading tusioess traising school of South Carolina which turps out
graduztes for holdicg the best positicos of booor 2od trast in rhe vusicess and
shorthzod profession  The eim of the fusi:totion 1s to be bonest in every state-
meot it makes, aod to give even more value thso it promises. It clsims to keep
imprevement as its watchword, and excellence and thcroughoess as its standard.
It sims to merit patropage by thoroagh, comscienticus work S0 per cent of
the courses taugbt 0 other comwmercia! schools of this section are vot wore thap
a preparatory to curs, QGraduates assisted to positices. For information and
catalpgue, address,

W. H. Newberry, President.

TESTIMONIALS.

F-om ore of our frst graduates. FHe has a | COMPLETED SSORTHAND IN
goed position, xod recommends our sctool |
as the beat, u3 does ull of cur students. |

TEREE
MOKTES.

|  Blzackviile, Baraw~ell Co . Meu 30, 1899.
Mr. W. H. Newrnersy, President Coluxbias
Business College, Columbia, §. €

Colambdin, § €., Jap. 8, 1897.
_W. tl. Nemrerry, GEln

cesident C.
Mr Bear Sz Bao e

Ly

maath of Jann-

&)

h
{l
!

nry, 1883, wna 1ho dime hogao 8 business Mr Desr Su: 1t #ffords me pieesure to
cuurse in  the Coivmtia Busicess Calivge Testity to the mwerits of the CoinmbiasRusipess
Althouph a strenger n the eity, [ wis wer Ysipa. I do vot hesitate to say that | bave
comed by proferrors and stadents, which received substantinl »ud bopeficie! results. [
made mefeel at bome. Haviog completed cheertily recommend it {0 aDY person desir-
my course, | accepied a posiion =3 book. cus of sreuuiag A busioess educaticn.  Dur-
kee; or for ope of the lirgest Jry coods fros ing mr course of stody st the collece tpnere
1o the oity, which pesition [ Eeld fep one  Wes umform kicd and courteons ireatment

nad stizption. Clese altention was given
the studenta by tke 1usiructors 1o ipsore ac-
curncy and thorcughness 1o their studies,
and my progress wug rarid, end [ prescue,
efficient, ns I outain:d a situation as soon &8
[ reachied bome, and, so fur 83 [ koow, am
eiving satisfaction. [ completed my Short-
tand couree in three months. Ido pot thiok
the Coiumbia Bnsiness College can be excelled
by apy otber in the State. KEver wishiog
your college grand saccees, [ am ;
Your friend and old stodent,

sear, aod ihen changed fo the grocery firm
of Jame3z M Green, cae of the lesdieg lancy
grocers 1o the city whizh puosition [ stil! bold
Owing to the thoreugh 'rainipg receised =t
the :olumbia Busivess Callege, have hLeco
shla 10 master every business [ransacticn that
has come in my work. [o future years will
ajways look ouck to the fime spent io the |
Coinmbia Business College with pleasure. | i
recommend thia echool to sll who desire &
businees education.

From your friend aod student [

W. W. GREGG. (Miss) DAISY STOKES.

/




