- weré bired in various ways.
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dooe. It has been zeported from the
Carolina National Bank that there were

t due seversl notes. Oae note was
by C. W. Ragsdsle for $2,000, due
December 24. 1898 ; anothorof W.W.

 Rassell for $600. 'I'hen there was &

‘balanoe of = mote: of Mr. Socarborough
of $48, but that bas been paid up’. J

"I B. Watson  bad ‘s check for $2,600;
Sy _"!uehm unpnd when the \ﬂmu got
" Jago. He - sgedale | Gol. Neal, who said hoe bad travelliog
3! 1 expenses "snd aceounts which would
: : d. -fot| balance the matter.
00 kvow. The- wes- & obéck to] to settle the matter has been perfected.

50| t3ke up's mdB B: Bqa’ada
Qﬂu "gottlmmbyﬁopouung the:
dol

ohoek, wbic~ wis a five day

anAudeuon k. t_ltmhqtd'np sand

7} eonvigts. The Penttentisry

__:_notpmlby ni:r ‘Watson.

m the aottla:nont
tha - ‘ruperiatendest. The -
: Mﬂ,&wg sbout thess notes.

There are

.;sb. Mr Wutaon ‘for tl'aroé 5urs

: &»bmna "m ando in 1896 snd
. pmnne tlm‘_

wc

Thw pemtentury
ss lisble throagh the endorssment of
‘directors

. oash, and: they did oot
~He
-'ﬂle:e nom dnrmg the

onﬁoh.vheiudﬁuthﬂlmn

3 o | 56 per mouth for o farm band., The

ia | Watsos, Mr. Hammond, Onoley aod

man who bires paye for food and the

{guard. Tbhe bulk of the conviets bired

Shis year go to Anderson “Mr.

J Fouler have some. Tllul ecntracts

r eredi toth‘:mn.
ﬁl& bas oot had Q-Qh,nvomgm

' Dot |y i[b%
" shrk: ‘I’MSGMW thet -there
‘ll_l[n& ia got pussing down oo the
g;:u amonotiog %o thst much.

ﬂt‘:_th.ﬁhrn' 482 ;

raply to GoII'Nenfho saxd that be | P
' _penmnn} i3

ponld seu there is 20 re;-pu'

5’| were brought up for approval, sod the
j hwduﬁrnntued to spprove.

The
[mea pleaded that they would settle up
tlmr socounts, altbough they olsimed
‘not to owe the mouney, rather than lose

| the oontracts.. Mr. Watson’s contract

is ‘oot for work on the Nesl farm.. He
sssured: us bis indebtedness would be
aid. Noone of those in arrears h"e
paid up to the present.

By Mr. ng' The superintendent
sold the osts on orders from the
direstors.  Ths cotton  was sold io
varions markets. The bosrd bas every

bounestly msds. They all knew what
;| bad been made on the fsrms.
By Mr. Pattoo: The contractors

o who o’lm to bave paid Col. Neal eaid-

TRl they bad receipts, but they did oot

Mﬂ%(ﬁtﬂ.d thehou&
"GE&ultul.mlhms witoess. He

bas.bedn chsirsian eight years, sivoe |

Col. Tolbert weat .isto office. As to
the. hiricg of-conviets, be. said tbey
_ LCash or
. ozedit plans were sdopted. Gmully
aboat November the contrast matter is
taken up. The direstors first docide on
- what surplus laboe they woald bave and
_ s to its price. The superintendent is
thep ivstrueted to place it. A contrsct
 is vequired, sud s suilisient bond is sleo
: ired. Notes have beeo taken for
Isbor. In regard to disoounate, one

 time Inst year the superintendeot was

" instructed if be made votes to fix them
o they oould be discousted. Previoas

produse ‘them. They ocame to
Columbis to renew #he contracts and
brought mo papers with them. The
board suthorized him to make the ool-

lestions, but Do sotion was thep taken.
| to inveatigato whether they bad paid or

.mot. This was to be done at the present
| mesting, sod the delinquents bad been
waroed that they maust settle up

J. 8. Fowler, of Cooley & Fowler,
i eame Dext. As tothe balance sgainst
bim in the ‘penitentiary report, amonnt.
ing to over $800, he said that he bad
paid Col. Neal $500, with which he
bad oot been oredited. He first knew
of itin Aungust when the bookkeeper
sent him a bi!l. The movey was paid
os Februsry 24. 1897. He prodaced
8 receipt in the sbape of a draft, which
wss marked paid. It was drawn on
bim by Col Neai. There were ex-
pense sccounte, loss of time, eto.,

whinh reduced the amount he owed,
and whiok bas been settled by bim.

There was an understzoding that the

st he did wvot. zhihk-n bad Imn__

mouey wonld be pud bu: lhog dldn’t

that

| Mr. Caunioghsm

‘sod it'is said that he is to settie’ up bis

“7°! that he bad not received credit for
"1 the$500 he hiad paid to Col Neal by

5 Tbe discrepsncy is in referancs to zhe
dnft. of 1895.

Z —Ha wag shown a contract and said it

'b"

- resold: the-' farm “tc Col * Neal for
: -j $14:000—a credit tramsaction.’ ‘He
"1 didn’t  remember
| before or ‘after the “contract for con-
| wicts was -made, but thinks it sfter. |
* | Papers were' produced. showing that;

it, of land was made.on the ssme day.
"{"He got'no ‘convicts dnnng’% 9,
: 98 for hisewnuse. A
ok _port for 1896, he is credited with
: ng

A ll:g he ‘'said bie knew nothiog-of it-

] Hoaupponedifbem lisble, it wa#

g | uDder” the  oom:s

121 eed convict bire. In J'anuary. 1897,
1“1 beis-eredited with ) p.ymg over $300°
thiat he owed avy balance  In April,

for $1 482 75. Hé was “not-positive
: gettloment of his contract, which ex-

{used one’ hout of convict lebor. - In
11896 Hr Bnmstwrote that witness

- M. toptydei:ﬂorwnvmhbor He got’

gota sbost | e

how. masy convicts- were worked.

reason to belicve that these sales were:

expeot to lease again. At the time it
was bronght np Col. Neal was sick,
but he did pot remember exactly what
arrangement wad'to be msde. Bat the
matter was to be left open. Col. Neal
was to go up the couatry, and get the
mooey. Col. Neal was to settle with
me. The eontract was remewed with
understanding. If Col. Nesl
arranged to secure me for the money I
was to advsuce it to him. He saw

No arrapgemeut

just: yot, but be would know before be
lsfs Columbia what was to:be "done.

At this point the' committes took 3
recess vatil tomoreow morning at 10.3C
will probably be re-
eatled and other members of the board
will be witnessss. Mr. Watson is bere,

ascounots st oncs. He will also be s wit-
ness, ss will Mr. Hammond, who
olaims to bave. paid Col. Nesl: -—Gor
News and: Conﬂet

5 From'Qoiumbia Record, Marck 9.
The investigation was resumed at

10,30 this morning, Mr Fowler being
on the ‘witness stand He repeated:

draft Taking the expense accounts;
etc., they might take up the amount:

“Mr. R B Watson mnext AWOrn-
wae for work on & plantation he
owned, which was formerly owned’
Col ¢ Neal ' He  acquired- it in
1893: For: 1896 97 '98 he did ot |

work‘conﬂcr. labor under the con-’
tract © Cal. Neai: worked - it' - He

whether it was
the convict contract and the transfer
~Referring ‘to ‘the  penitentiary re-
~§2, 000 or more for- convict

.bnthanent

ss a balance for' 1896. Ile"denied
1896, he was credited by the report

whether ‘he had paid that oo the
pired in 1895  Siuce than be bas not

hﬁd“ & & note for the hire of con-
880 | viots for that year. The cotton raised

on the Andarsos and -Pickevs farms | by

wnold to- factories. The blluee
wmuopnyforthﬁhdwﬁ
mmwmm The.smcuat | %
‘1.48585 Is was $o be credited

Mww

eoiréei. Onl».qu ron the: Pickeow|

farm. C. W. Bngodalmmmdqd
tke Pickens farm aud B -B. Ragsdale
tie-other  He didn’t Enow exactly )

Astothecheekforﬂ%ﬂ given by
him, be ssid his attention was cal
to it when be'read-the report for the
past year. He looked over the report.
and foand his name sppearing as dae
$2,574  He mads mqmry It was
not in conformity with the agreement.
and he acked Mr. Borriss about i,
who said the account in my name
amounted to $2,800. But sume ex-
pense would have to come _off,
amounting to $200. He saw M.
Conniogham, who showed him a
memorsndum farnished him by the
Carolina bank on which the Ragsdale
notes appeared. His impression and
mine:was that the -B. B.. Ragsdale
note: was’, for- eonnct hlre for 1838
and'3hat of C.-W: dale for¥8917.
Then ke asked-mé to see if I counid
arrange matters, stating that Col.
Neal bad said-be had about 250 bales
of cotton noencumbered. Col. Nesl
was sick, but be told me tket he bad
abont: 175" bales.<” Considering - bis|
proétration and the fact that he had?}
promised to pay $2,700, and knowing
that 1 would be protected by the
land, I gave Mr. Cunningbam a draft,
and eiso in coosideration of the state:
ment which bad been handed to me
by Col Neal in reference to convicta
hire for 1897.

He said it was painful to bhave to
tell the reason why he recalled the
draft. It was a ten days’ draft. Hie
first draft was for $2,600. Mr. Clark,
of tbe bank, didn’t appprove of this,
snd avother was drawn on Janusry
25, 1899. 1 expeoted to get $2,700
from Col. Neal, as a third payment
on the land. In November he stated
he wouldsbe able to pay it and went
on to say eomething about the bal-

'} during the.session of the legislature.

led| B. B. Ragedsle.

borrow the balance. Ope man pro-
posed to loan it to him for 7 per cent.
payable semi annually ;: another at 8
per cent. annually. He asked me
about it and told kim if be lost his
job he would advise him to take the
8 par cent. As to why I notified the
bank not to pay it was in consequence
of papers on the cotton which woald
preveat me getting it. There wasa
$2,000 note in the Farmers’ and
Merchants’ Anderson bank which
‘Mr Fowler had endorsed and which
bad gone to protest. Mr. R. M.
Burris, and Mr. J. Q. Hammond were
the otber endorsers. The note was
‘made by Col. Neal. They notified
Mr Ragsdale not to move any cotton
from the farm. He went over to take
the cotton .to seli it and meet the
draft, when he was notified thst
others had a lien oo it. Then he told
the bank not to. psy the note. He
has never ascertsined from Col Neal
what those Ragsdale notes were
given for

He had told Cel. Nea! be had
given the draft and Col. Neal told
‘him that if he bad bad the opportunity
he woold have advised witness not
to bave done it I told Col Neal
that be knew that I was not morally
regponsible. for the hire, and Col.
Neéal replied that was trge. Col.
Neal’s general tenor was that he
himself was responsible He said so.
He said Col Neasl told him thst he
had informed: the board of the trans:
fer of his contract, snd he wss
shocked when somé of them told him
they knew nothing about it. He
was_ desling with Col - Neal ss sn
individual and did not know that
there was snything contrar_y to law
1 in the transaction.

In answer to.Senator Lmngaton
he said there was no secret agree
ment, so far as he was concerned
He hld nothing to conceal. He
dido’t know whether the. board knew
sboat the reconveyance of the farm.
‘He said thet be had told the board
that he did not bold himsslf liable
for the hire. - This when Mr Cuo-
ningbam showed bim the memorands

He could not remember whether he
‘had made the verbal agreement with
Col  Neal sbout the use of the con-
victa before or after he made the con-
tract for convicts. ' It was really Gol.
 Neal’s contract and witness wes
never required to sign a bond sa bad
previously been the case. He pro-
duced some letters and papers
‘bearing - oo his_testimony as to the
sale of cotton. ;

Mr. R. E. Burriss, bookkeaper of
‘the peniteatisry, was the next witness.
‘He. has kept the books dering Col.
Nesl’s term. - He saw only the B. B.
Ragsdale’s-note. Goog back to 1806
the Watson contrast wss made. Tbe’
first note which came to bim was in
April, 1896, for $1,560 aod was given
Mr. Wateon. It was payable in the
fall. - The. note was pot paid at
utnmy bntncolmgodb,ﬂu bank

- peni - sosoust. Oa
Dmmhr ‘1896, the note sod interest
sher matacity - was : cherged. The
smoapt was $1,560, Jese the iiums :

Tlnjmn for 1806 -amounated to
over $1.800. Some time in
~told him' of o 30

83138710.:0;00- couviet bire
1893 He thinks the -note - of one of
sthe Ragsdsles was takea up in this
tragsaction. -

In February, 1898, Mr Clarke, or
Cal.-Jones, told him they had s aote of
He ealled Col. Neals
attention to it and be ssid it had been
arrénged. “ fle dido’t say aoything
about the ciroumstsnoes of giviog the
oote. Tn Febroary, 1898, was a
$2.398 note” by Watssn to cover the
’97 sonviet bire In April, 1897, there
was s peyment of $§172 by oheck,
which was not psid. Col. Neal ssid he
would “arrsoge the matter ‘with the
baok, snd it was ‘earried ss ossh. Tt
was given by Col Neal personally, he
saying he would bave to psy discount
on the note. ‘He knew nothing about
the Nesl and Watson private coniract.
Col. Neal bad pever told him anytbing
aboutit. He knew vothiog about the
C. W. Ragsdale oote antil sbout six
weeks ago, when he learmed of it
through & letter to Col. Neal. Col.
Neal deposited notes in payment of
1898 donviet hire He was under the
impression it was a Waison note. As
to the soocount of W. Q. Hammood of
$992 at' the January meeting of the
board, he ssked the chairman to ask
parties owing to come down snd settle
They came io February, Mr. Hammond
produced s ststement. s draft sod
check. The check was ob bask of
Anderson of November 27, 1895,
for $500, given to Col. Neal a3
superintendeot, He said that was
in edvacce for 1886 oconviet kire.
At the end of 1895 there was to Gais
oredit $49 24. The oheck had no con-
peotion with that. That oheck does
oot sppear to have been deposited i a
Columbia bank. The check was stamped
paid by the Andersan bank. The pro-
ceeds have never been eatered upon the
books of the penitentiary. He is not
aware that the penitentiary ever got the

Qo Febraoary 24, 1897, Mr. Ham-
mood was drawn upon by Colonel Neal
for $756 17 at ten days. That drafe
wag discouoted at Farmers and Mer-
chants bDank of Anderson. It was
deposited to the eredit of W. A. Neal,
superintendent. The Fowler draft wag
drawn on the ssme date. That made
somewhat over§1,300 oo deposit in the
Anderson bank. It appears on the
‘books of that bank that the. amount bad
gome ont dering March of the.ssme
year. The officials said it wss drawn
out by a drsit from Colambis. The
Carolina bank says it was for §1, 852.-
12, which was given then on KFeb. 26,
1897. Oun that date Neal told him. be.
bad deposited W Q. Hammond’s se-
count, $556 17, $300 less thsa the
draft Colovel Neal bad drawn on him.
Also $255 on the acseunt of Cooley &
Fowler, $244 less than the draft Mr.
Fowler acsepted. The Carolina Na
tionsl bank informed me that $812 snd
some oents, the sum of the two amounats

deposited, were to the eredit of Colonel |

Neal superintendent He also deposit-
ed $539.95 to his personal acsount.
That, with the deposit to the eredit of
the superintendent,
smoust of the Anderson draft. Colovel
Neal told him to oredit the $238 95 to
expense account and the items wounld
be given him later. Bat this bas
pever been dome. Mr. Conninghsm
bad sent bim to Anderson to have s
settlement with  Mr. Hawmood and
there he found out the faocts.

The acconnts Colonel Neal-put to his
own_personsl account in the bank could
Dot go to the expense soconnt. Expense
accounts sre pever: paid to the superia-
tendent. The statement that the
smounts had gooe to the expense
scoount was & misrepresentation of faots.
Mr Hemmond after paying expenses
psid $856 17 and the pevitentiary did
oot get $300 of the smouns. The J
J. Fretwell case was for a thoussad
bushels of oats st 50 cents s bausbhel.

Mr. Fretwell showed bim a receipt.

from Colonel Neal in settlement. He
ascertaioed this since Janaary.

He koows nothing sbout the W. W.
Russell note. There was s Fretweil
sod Rassell note for $625, of which
the penitentisry got $600, the $25
beiog for discount. - W W. Rassell
had never bired conviote. Sometime
daring ‘08 Russell and Freiwell were
urged to settle the note. Later be was
informed by the bsok that the peniten-
tisry bad been oredited with §$600.
Fretwell avd Russell owe something
like §235 over and above the mote.

The comwittee took s recess until
3.30, in the mesotime holdiog a private
confereace

00L. NEAL ADMITS

That He Used Pemitentiary
Money Privately.

Columbia, March 10.—Oolonel
Neal was on the: witness stand yes-
terday ~He told of his financisl
troublu at the time of his election as

eat and how he had
deeded his farm to Mr Watson to|
eéeure bim for $6,000. B. B. Rage-

some- | dale was foreman of the farm sad

Colonel Neal agreed to belp Watson
out by paying $500 a year ont of his

ary. Watson was to keep an ac-
connt of what was msde on the farm
and if be could pay himself he should
do o and turn the farm back to Nesl.
This arrangement was kept up during
08, ’04 and ’95 Ragsdale became
dissatisfied and other arrangements
hod to be made. Watson counted
up that Neal owed him $14,000 to
pay for the place, and Colonel Neal
sgreed to take charge of the place
snd pay $2.000 a year and T per
cent on the $14,000. Watson made
s contract for 30 convicts The first
year Colonel Neai paid him $3,000,
including expenses. It took about
all that was made and it was the
same thing in 1897. No settlement
has been ‘made for the past year,
During 1896, 97 and 98 the mana-
ger was dissatisfied and ‘“Watson
turned over the place to us to ran as
best we counld.” The crops from the
Pickens place were used to pay
Watson.

He admitted that the pemtenuary
had not been paid for the use of the
convicts. The osly thing to repre-
cont ‘payment was the two Ragsdale
notes which have never been paid.
He admitted that the convicts under
the Watson ~ontract were to be used
by Lim and ¢ was to get the benefit
of thr ©* ~ ..

In- answer to & questionf he said
that money which shou!d have gone
to the payment of convicts bire for
1896, 97 was paid on his personal
debt to Watson. He said he rever

made s dollar on either of the planta-

makes  up the!

| account of nnppmu on tbc booh

A receipt signed by Colonel Neal
for $1,465 85 and given to Wateon - -
was shown. He could not recall what
it bad been given for, and the °
following coiloquy between Colonel
Neal and Watson occurred as to the -
receipt :

““What is your recollection ?’ agk-
ed Colonel Neal of Mr. Watson.
«“Wasn’t the cropa of 796 cotton off
of the two farms tsken to Piedmont
and Pelzer and sold by me 7

ulYes »

“And we had a settlement on Feb- -
raary 22, 1897, in which you paid me
the amount due on the firfst install- "_3
ment, snd there. was a balsnce feft -
over that I gave you s check to the *

‘Bask of Anderson for ?”

"YBI E LA
«But I didn’t give yon no racmpt
as superintendent for it 2”’ -
“You gave me that recetps,” 2
pointiag to the oue in Colonel Neal' _f:
band 5
“There was no tnmnctmn at ail m :
reference to it ?”’ =
‘“You gave me that recelpt 2% iy
“The cotton was sold in-your. name .
and the money deposited in the bask
for it. The cotton was delivered at’
Piedmont and Pelzer snd sold by you
at both places, and the morey depos-
ited in the Farmers’ and Mechanics’:
baok 27 :
§ beg your pardcm One drsft on
the Baok of Andereon,” rephed Mr.
Watson 2
‘Anyhow the money wag depomt_ :
ed in your name in the bapk aud then
and there paid out by me for. expen--
ses Mr Ragsdale got his. salatjt
right in your presence 7”7
s *No, he wasn’t there. Nohody wn
there bat you and me and it was dis.
tinctly. understood when: that Dote was~ =
given—"’ ; %3
*“Which note 2’ . -
. “That note you are - talkmg abtmt.
That 1 was to_sell the cotton myself
and take out the first psyment aud:
pay you for that note on aonv:let
hire ”’ ;
“No, sir.” 0
" ¢In nocordanea with lhat we bed
the settlement ” ;
“Now, Belton yor know that the
balance of that cotton crop; sside
from what went to pay you that yesr,
was paid out thst dsy in town
Dick, Tom and Harry for expenses: of
making that orop and that no_part .o
it wae paid to me b mponmtendant
of the penitentiary ”
“Will yon say that that was not
credited to you at the Farmers’ snd
Mercheants’ bank to ycur 1ndmdanl
account. on that day 7’ - ;
«- As superintendent ?”
~«] don’t know how you depoml.e&
it bat to your individual acconnt -
The Ragedale notes were. given to
keep fiom . bothering Mr. Watm’
The board didn’t: know anythmg
s
owledged that he got
from Mr Fowler aud had it chasr:g,
to himeelf for traveling expenses.
He kept a- memorsndum of expenses
and sestled at the end of esch year
. While this monuyhad been.used 20

I -

Mr. W‘auon ‘I'[' theﬂrlt wit:: :
this-mmorning’ He produced. s
gram sent to Colonel Nesl on Febru-
ary 2, 1889, telling him to prom,
draft, a8 be declined psyment. Oaol--
‘onel N©  wired back to hold the
draft, be would go to Anderson in
day or two. - -5

A letter was read from Nell to'-_ _-j
Wauon, sent November, 1896. in
which he expressed the opinion‘that -
the cotton would pay sll expenses’
and leave some to pay to Watson - -'_-i

A letter of March, 1898, from Col- -
onel Neal was read. It was a' .'T
personal nute in reference to selling:
cotton. Another during tne same '_'_"_I
month, bat it bad no especial beariog
on penitentiary affairs proper.

Calonel Neal was recalled and Mr.
Stavenson asked him about the
Russell note for $600. The note
was for what he was due for oo:mct
hire.
Besides the note there was. ponib!y
a sum of $200 in dispute. -The firm
of Russell & Fretwell ofien made
notes daring the continuation of their
contract. He could not say thst be
could rzalize on the note through
Russell ’s property. Fretwell himeself
is a poor man. Sometimes both -
would sign notes and sometimes one.
They paid promptly until they gotiia
some trouble with the 3 C’s road.
There will be no trouble about the
note—it will be paid.

Mr. Stevenson remsrked that it
was slready past due two months

He said that the note had not been
reported as paid to the penitentiary.

Continued on Next Page.
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