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esident Expects to Hold
Report Till Next Weok.

President Siid to Cherish tie Re-
markable Hope That Spain Wil
~Arrange Everything in

sshiogton, March 22 —The oabi-
‘meeiiog to-day lested somating over
ur aod was devoted exclusively to
tbe Spanish sitoation ip general sad to
o fortheoming report of the Maine
of ‘inquiry in particuiar. The
one of the discgssion was very firm
and determiced that there mwast come
‘end to the present staie of affairs in
Seoretary Loag acthorigsd the state-
waot that the uaderatanding before the
eabinat was that the report would reach
Washington Thursday or Friday, that
as very volaminous and that ite pub-
lioatioa and trassmission to oopgress
woald oot oscur antil next Movday, as
the Prasideat woald requira that muoh
s to giva'the docament the. mature
consideration it3 momeatous eharacter
required. ‘Otber eabinet officars stated
thattho general placinoladed the sendiag
. x_prosidential message along with
the report, stating that Spain bss been
esllsd 5300 to. make suitable- response
o the ¢ase-praseated by the court of in-
ry- -~ While the eabinet aseocistos
ths. Prsident maiotaio their usual
ressrye as to the exast character of the
deliberations, it was concedsd thatl the
‘discassion procesded oa the theory that
tha comiog repost would show thar the
Maige explosion was not the result of
au-ascidast, bat was due to an external
oouse.- This was oot besause of any
positive iaformation, bowever, a5 to the
findings of the court.  There is no donbt
jat snbstagtial ooanimosity exisis on
the part of the President snd all bis
‘sabinet, both as'to the Maine question
d  the  geoeral  sudject Of
‘Cabs. The possibility of a recouree to
iowsntion in case Spain deolined to
make snitable responee to the raprasen-
tation we will make regarding the sita-
oo in Cuobs, has been disoussed.
Nesossarily the consideration of the
Mains disaster has been abstract thus
far. and o eonclusion has been reched
cr is it possible natil the vital gaestion
as to the court’s findings are before the
President azd eabicet At the same
time there i3 8 “very evident intenfion
to oomsider all eventualities, iaolad-

~ ing the recourse to iotervention,
the recogouitica of  independence

aod other methods whish appear to sait-
ably meet the reqeirements of suchs
condition It isbalieved to be tke io-
tention of the President, however, to
bring sbout 3 very material aad satis-
factory conditien in Caba by what sbail
seem to-be the best and most practicable
~ mothod of obtsining this end. It is
the hope of the administration that
Spsio berself will 80 far realize the sit-
-~ uation a8 to see the oecessity for such
redical action oo her part with respsct
to Caobs as shall commaod the appro
batica of the country and thus atozce
_ pot ap esd toail differencea.

Spanish Editozs Talk.

~  Havaos, March 23.—Bishop Matuel
“Saotander y Trutos, the bishop of Ha-
_vapa, has oomscorsied the central re-
~ Jief staticn sod also the Lee Orphan-
" age. Hoe paid bigh tribates to Louie
- Klopseh, the apecial commissioper, for
bis system of relief work, and seemed
~ greatly plesscd with all the arrange
- ments wede to help the poer, as weli
~ a9 the orphans. -
La Luokha, in an editorial ooder the
. caption of *‘Expcctation in the World,”
~ maiptains thet the American ovurt of
- ioquiry, owicg to the short time it was
" here, couid oot give a scientific report
on the Mczize disaster.
«»Americen Navai cflicers,” says La
" Lauoha *‘*are vot likely to decido against
~ brother cfficers. The divers could not
- give expert tesiimony, owing to the
fact that the machisery waeimbeded
 four feet in the mud. It is greatly to
—be regretted that more time and oare
- were pot given to tho preparation of a
regort for which the whole worl.d waits
&nd is likely to changa the entire feel-

inge of a part of the American people
toward Spsin 2od Cabva.”

La Lucha publichss also an interview
with Geveral Lee, which quotes him as
saying that he koows notbing of the
natare of the repo:t, but is satisfied
that General Blacco pever conceived
the disaster uatil be bheard the shoek in
the harbor.

Guooer Morgsn laft for the feet at

“{ Key West to day. Witk him went the

oeval divers Fisher, Rundquest scd
Sebluter, aod Haos, the helper. This
leavss two pavy divers sod five eivil-
ians on ths contrast work.

Tbe body of a white man was found
io the forward part of the wreck to-
‘day. It will probably be icentified by
marks oa the clothicg whee the latter
bas been disiafected. The body was
gent 10 Key West oo the Olivette.

The Outlook for War.

The Wasbiogton admicisiraiion is
steady developiog its policy of discount-
ing in advaoce the roport of tho board
of ioquiry. .Ia is the fear of President
MeKioley, we learn from ‘‘anti-jisge’’
pspers, that if congress shall receive
the report of toe board withont dae pre-

1 paration it will explode in a dycamio

oatburst of wrath and forth@ith declare
war against Spain. KEveo Spesker
R=ed is spprebensive that his *recon-
centrados’’ of the hcuas will revolt and
break through his trocha. So by bists
acd suggestions and infereztial admis-
sions congress is beiog seascned against
a sarprise,

Jt.is hardly worth while to speculate
at this Iste day as to the findiags of tke
board: That = proof of the ex-
ternal orizin of the explosion will be
presected in the report is siready ooa-
ceded by the press of tke couuntry, the
Charleston News and Courier exoepted.
The cnly question is whether the board
have been sble to trace the crime to
Spanish officiala.  This prcof we have
not expeoted. Bat it is not essential.
The fact that the Maine was blown up
by Spsvich agencies is sufficient to
compel the demands which will bring
the issne to such » poiot that either
the United States or Spain will have to
flank. Aod it won’t be the United
States.

The New York Mail sud Express
vouches edicorislly for a staff corres
pondens who wires from Key West that
when he told Judge Advocate Marix
that he was going back to Habsra that
‘member of the eourt replied : ““Don’t
do it. Habara will ba a hot place
when - the findings of the court are
knowa. It is as much as yoar life ia
worth to go there.”” The decision to
abandon the Maioe, anuoanced to-day,
snd the reeall of the officers of the
wrecked ship as alio the Fero, from
Habana eecem to confirm this snd to
suggest that the board’s report will do
more than find that the explosion was
external.

The New York Herald’s Madrid oor-
respondent is apparently = Spaniard
and upwmisiakably ociose to the gov-
eroment, whose views he hns been re-
flaoting. We therefore attsch import-
ance to this announcement from bim :

1 am in a position to state, apd it
may be usefal jast cow in couoection
with political calculations of the im-
mediate fature, that the Spaoish gov-
ernment will refose to acoept any finding
of the Maina commission which may
suggest Spanish responsibility. What
is more. thie iotention is known to the
Uaited States goverement. The Span-
ish miaisterial view is that the impata-
tion which such s findiog would bave,
if admitted, wounld forever bs a blemish
upon Spain’s.reputation 23 a ocivilized
country.

If the report of the ocommission
"throws blame upon Spaio, whbich weald
carry with it a oall for iodemnity, the
Madrid goverament will forthwith
wake ao appeal to the combised Euro-
pean powers, cn tbe plea of equity 2od
common fairpess, to iotervene in faver
of Speio sgaicst what every Spaniard
wou!d esteem a8 a moostroas and ini-
quitous fisding.

Sach intervention by Earopean pow-
ers ths Unbited States woanld of coarse
refuse to admit. Kven if President
McKinley were willing to arbitrate the
matter, cocgress wounid not consent, and
if goaded by cxecutive action would cat
the matter short by declaring war.

Bat the prospect is that if this atti-
tade shall be assumed by Spain Presi-
deot McKioley will play his second
card end reconmend to congress the
recogoition of Cuban independenes ;
apd that he wiil also take such action
for the reconcentrados as will provcke
Spaia to strike the first blew.

A most sigificavt feature of to day’s
pews is the determination of the
government to dispatck ten cof iis
swiftest revepue cumtters to gerve
with the war ships ia Fiorida wsiea ag
anxziliaries. Tkis ia esscutizliy a war
measare. Nothipg bai th: expectation
of eerly bostilities would prompt the
govesrcment to sirip 118 conmats of these
ranging scouts of the treasury  Their
withdrawel for navy daty, by the way,
will make fiiibusterivg expeditions to
Cuba very casy.

We do oot see how war caz be aveid-
ed nolces Spsio backs dowe. _Axid thei
sbe will thus humiiiate hgse€lf we cae-
not believe.—Th

HAVANA A PLACE
OF DANGER.

Warning that Carried a Great
Secret---What Lt. Marix
Said.

From The New York Mail and Ex-
press we clip the following startling
correspondence. The paper from
which it comes, is one of the most
conservative in America, and in an
editorial in the same edition, The
Mail and Exprees tells of the relia-
bility of its correspondent :

Key West, Fla., March 22 —I have
information from a source which ad-
mits of no possible question that the
Court of Inquiry will report that the
battieship Maine was destroyed in
the harbor of Habana, on the night
of February 15, by & sub marine
mine, previously leid by parties un-
known.

The report will start for Washing-
ton at 4 o’clock this afterncon in
charge of Judge Advocate Marix It
should reach there some time Thars-
day.

Testimony of the sarvivors, par-

‘ticularly officers, all of whom were

awake at the tinse, proved conclusive-
ly st the beginning of the sessions of
the conrt that an accident could not
have caused the disaster. This con-
clusion was reached, for the following
reasons .

The gitoation of the ship’s boiler
was so far aft that it was impossible
it conld communicate with the for-
ward magazine, either by heat or ex-
plosion.

Tke explosion was all foward The
condition of the ship shows that tbe
dynamo boiler could not explode, be-
cause steam for dynamos was sup-
plied from the main boilers

Spontaveous combustion of the
coal in the bunkers was impossi-
ble, because they were thoroughly
inspected, as is castomary, on that
day.

The geses ariging from the wreck
immediately after the explosion, and
which overcame several officers and
men, were not due, in the judgment
of the court, to_ the coal in the
bunkers, but to bigh explosives,
which always throw out a bad odor
and gases

The gun cotton could not have ex
ploded, because it was regularly in-
spected that day and found to be
thoroughly wet, which was reces-
sary, and besides, said gun cotton was
mostly situated aft under the ward
room, and not in the forward maga-
zine as eupposed by the reporters all
along

Lastly, bad explosion been internal
and in communication with apy of
the four mregazines, all would have
gone off, in which event not an atom
of the ship wouald have been left and
the greater portion of Havana would
have been destroyed.

Another convincing proof that the
board will report that the explosion
was not caused by an accident is
found in the following incident :

I told Judge Advocate Marix that
I was going back to Ilavana to-day.
He said :

“Don’t do it, Qnigley. Havara
will be a hot piace when the find-
ings of the court are known. Ii is
as much as your life is worth to go
there !’

One officer will always be on the
watch while the report is en route to
Washington. The same precautions
will be maintained as on shipboard,
one always remaining awake. All will
be armed

Admiral Sicard says that the “re-
port will be most peculiar.”” This is
taken to indicate that evidence of a
most startling ueture will be dis-
closed.

The survivors could prove notbing
They could only give their personal
experience without opinions The di-
vers, however, explained everything
though soundings
A ——
The Army BReorganization

111.

Washington, March 22 —The mili
tary affuirs committee of the Houso
the to day completed consideration of
army reorgsnization bill, and ordered
a favorable report upon it As agreed
upon only a few changes were made.
An additional section was added as
a precaution, providing that nothing
in the Act should be construed as an
authorization to increase the enlisted
force of the ermy in time of peace
Arother amendment provides that
¢‘at the end of any war ir which the
Unitad States may become involved
tbe army shall be reduced to a peace
baeis by the tranefer or absorption
through promoticn of the supernu
merary officers, and the honorable
discharge or transfer of supernumer-
ary euviisted men ”’

Chairman Hgll, of the military af
fairs committee, wiil secure action
on the bill at the earliest possible
moment It may require a special
tule to get the bill before the House.

Action of the Torpedo Flo-
tilla Considered Almost
Hostile.

Naval Strategists Say Flotilla
Should Not bs Aliowed
to Reach Western
Waters.

———

The United States Fleet 18 Put On
War Footings.

Washington, March 24 —The last
day before the arrival of the report
of the Maine court of inquiry was
one of unexampled activity in all offi
cial quarters. Advices came early
that the Spanish torpedo flotilla had
sailed from the Canaries for Puerto
Rico and from this moment the most
energetic werlike measures followed
one another in constant succession.
The movement of this fleet had been
watched with the Ekeenest, interest
as it was felt to involve
serious possiblities which might
compel the United States gov-
ernment to protest against the
movement as of a hostile character.
Immediately upon the receipt of
the official dispatch from ove of our
naval attaches abroad, briefly an
nouncing the sailing of the fleet, he
fact was made known to the Presi-
dent and an eernest conference was
held between him and Secretary Long
and Assistant Secretary Roosevelt.
The seriousuess of the movement was
fully coneidered and the President
was advised that naval strategists re-
garded it as essential tkat this tor-
pedo fleet should not be allowed to
reach western waters  What, if any
conclusion was reached, is not known.
Later in the day the Spanish minister,
Seaor Poloy Bernabe, called at the
state department and spent some time
with Judge Day. It was npaturally
inferred that the approach of the
Spanish flotilla was one of the sub~
jects referred to. Whether, however
there was any suggestion against this
move was not. disclosed by either
Judge Day or the Spasish minister,
both of whom maintained the strictest
reticence regarding their conference

Following the flotilla announce-
ment, important news came rapidly.
The first was this announcement by
Secretary Long irndicating the plac-
ing of our squadron and fleet.on a
war-footing: _

“Admiral Sicard has been granted
leave very much to the regret of the
navy department, on account of his
health.

“Capt. Sampson has been made
commander of the fleet at Key West
Capt. Evaas has been ordered to take
command of the battleship ITowa.

“The orders to the squadron in
Hampton Roads bave not yet been is
gued ”’

Although the announcement did
not state, it soon became known that
Commodore W. S. Schley was slated
to commaud the “flying squadron ”

This annourcement was recognized
as of ususuel importance at this
juncture. Admirai Sicard has been
in command of the fleet at Key Weet
throughout the critical period of the
Maine disaster. Capt. Sampson has
been in command of the Towa, but
more recenily bas been conspicuous
before the public as president of the
Maine court of inquiry. Capt. Robley
Evans is better known as ““Fighticg
Bob.”

Tke next important move was a de
termination to create a joint com
mission from the war and navy de-
partments so a8 to Wring them into
harmonious action on all measures
Capt Barker, the naval side of Sec-
retary Long, was designated to rep
resent the navy department in this
common plan of action. The repre-
sentative of the war department has
not yet been named. It will not be
necessary for these two officers to
leave Washington, as ihey can best
arrange a joint pian of action in con-
ference with the bureau chiefs of the
two departments here. Then at the
close of day came an announcement
that the navy depariment bad suc
ceeded in purchasing eight steam
yachts and four steam tugs, presuma-
bly at and near New York, for vse in
the auxiliary paval fleet. The boats
are about 400 tons each, and in sn
emergency would be saitable as tor
pedo boats The yachts purchased
are among the fleetest along the At
laptic coast 2nd are said to be some-
what similar to the Mayflower re
cently purchased by the Ogden Goe
let estate This acquisition to the
navy is regarded as an exceptionally
valuable one at the present time, as
the greatest need is felt for emali
craft, suitable as torpedo boats and
dispatch boate. The names ard
amounts paid for the various yachts
and tugs are not disclcsed

Throchout the day the White House
precented »n animated appearance,
gecators and represcatetives from both

political parties calling to confer with

the President. Amoog the callers were
ecators Cullom, Fairbanks, Lodge,
Aldrich, Jopes of Arkspsas and
Spooner, and Representative Bailey,
the Democratic floor leader in the
bouse of representativee. The upper-
most question st all the confersnces
was the Maine dissster sod the aotiei-
pated action of the Presidest in layiog
the report before congress. The con-
ferences showed that the President
still hoped for peace, but there wounld
be no abstement of preparation to meet
the other slternative.

The President said to several of his
visitors to-day, io discussing the situa-
tiop, that be would do everything oon-

sictent with the honor avd diguity of |]

the couotry to avert war, and he still
believed war counld be averted. He
oleo eaid that he believed the govern-
ment of Spain was as anxious for peace
as we were, but at the same time he
did not hesitate to admit the gravity of
the situation. The Presideat frankly
acknowledges that he believes the re.
port of the board of icquiry will find
that the Maive was blowo up from the
outside. His programme bas been de-
fioitely decided. It is his parpose to
treat the blowing up of the Maine as an
incident. The report of the board will
bs seot to copgress on Monday with a
very brief message, relating the eveots
leadiog up to that point aod informicg
oongress that the facts contained in the
repart have been cabled to Medrid to be
laid before the Spanish government
by Minister Woodford. No demand
will be made npon Spain, bat the lay-
ing of the facts befoere the Spasish
government will be equivalent to csll-
ing upon Spain for an explasation and
suoh aotion as she may deem proper
It is the purpose of tbe house leaders
to refer the report and messsge to the
committee om foreign affairs without
debate, aod to this purpose itis be.
lieved the Democrats of the house bave:
acquiesced, reserviog the right to de-
mand aotion if a report from the com-
mittee i3 too long delayed.

Mach will then depend upon Spain’s
response, bat there are those close to
the Prasident who believe that from the
time the repert is sent to congress it
will drop out 28 a factor in the situa-
tion. The second part of the Presi-
dent’s programme removes the Maine
question asd iavolves intervention on
humeoitarisn grouods withio & week or
10 days efter the report of the board
goes to congrese. It will be interveo-
tion to relieve the starvation ia Cuba
and gpon Spein’s 2cquiescence in or ob-

jeotion to this act will depend peace or |

war. A promineot member of the
hoase said to-day that, in his opinion,
the next two weeke would determine
which it would be.

Such information 28 exists here leads
those close to the President to believe
that (he Spanish goversment will go
to any length it dares to preserve
peace. The queen regent is especiaily
apzions to prevent war and it is be-
lieved the ministry will go just as far
28 it can withont jeopardizieg its own
existence and the sarvival of the pres-
ent Spanish dyossty.

With the report in Washingten to-
night, it will be laid before the cabinet
at the regular meeting at 11 o’clock to-
morrow, and st that time the Presi-
deat and bis advisers will begio the
grave work of weighing the conclus-
ions reached and determiaing the ao-
tion that is to be taken. The formzl
plaa of its trznsmission to congress
vext Monday is already arranged, bat
with the report and evidence before
them, the President and his advisers
for the first time will be in 8 position
to cutline the obaraster of the meesage
which is to accompany the submissico
of the report to coogress and to ar-
raoge definite plans of detailed prooed-
ure, which as yet bas aot been worked
cut,

The Spapish antborities here have
been informed that some time %o
Capt. Sigsbee asked permission to use
dyosmite in the destruction of the
wreck of the Meize. This was refused
by Captain General Blanee for the ree-
sop, it is officially explaioed, that as
there ere evil disposed persons who io-
sist that the Maioe was blown up from
ex’eroal causes the Spanish authorities
do not want the wreck destroyed, as it
afforde all the evidence obtainable as to

the sctaal cause of the disaster.

Washington, March 22.—The ne
gotiations for the purchase of ships
abroad is going steadily forward, but
there was a regretable disappoint-
ment in this connection to day. The
authorities had been exceedingly anx-
ious to get the Dig torpedo cruiger
Tupy, built for Brazil. She is one of
the most formidable torpedo craft
afloat, her size placing her in the
cruiser class, while her torpedo ar-
mament gives her the eflectiveness of
torpedo boat and cruiser combined.
It wae learned positively to day, how-
ever. that the Brazilian government
would not part with the Tupy, and
this closes the efforts for one of the
best ships under negotiation.

[n a small measure this was offset
by the success of the navy de-
pattment in securing a trim little
Yarrow built launch, which though
very small, will serve as a harbor
torpedo boat. She iz of the eame
class of craft as the Moxoto, built for
the Brazilian navy.

Shot at and Thought he Wasg
Dying.,

It is a qaeer fect that the mind eap
so inflaence a mzn thst cooditions alto-
geiber uonaturel will be brought aboat,

You may take a man who is in per-
feot health and meke him positively iil
by telling bim that he looks bad. Far-
ther thao that physicians ssy thas per-
80us ¢an bring on ecrtain disesses just
by tbiokiog :het they bave them.
Ooce in a Freoch prisco & man was
condemued to die snd physicians desir-
ing to make atest of a theory asked
permission to nse the oriminsl as sab-
jeot.

They told the man that they were
going to bleed him to death, and that
io half an Lour sfter they opeced an
artery ke would be a dead man S

The criminal wes blindfclded apd
then bis arm was scratobed, but not
deep enough to cause the blood to flow.
Through = small tube water was aliow-
ed to flow over the arm of the mag to
give bim the idea that he was really
bieeding. The dootors stood nesr znd-
discussed the men’s condition ss the
mioutes passed just as thoagh he was
dyiog from loss of bleed. They notie-
ed that the man grew weaker and
when the half bour had elapsed be died.

Several nights since in the operating
room of the Associated Press in The
Chroniocle building, one of the two oper- -
atcrs eent out for some cocos colz and
without telliog the other cperator what
it was got bim to drink several glasses
from tbe pitcher. QOge of the youcg
mea had never before dravk cocoa cols,
nor bad be toushed bser in his life.
The operator, sfter ba had finished,
told his friend that hs had been drink-
iag bock beer. The young fellow be-
lieved it, thought ke was drusk, and
actually quit work for cver two hours
trying to sober up.

There was yet snother cimilar inci-
dent io Angusta on yesterday.

John Thompsoo, a cegro, was shot at
by another negro named Richard Smal-
ley, and tke pistol ball struck him in
the chest. The affair occurred on Tel-
fair street pear Tenth.

Thompson fell to the ground mosn-
iog that he had been killed. Smalley
had fired at bim at close range. A big
crowd gathered aroncd the prostrate
form of the wegro aad closely examined
his shirt front where the bole made by
the bollet was seen.

Tken the ambulasce game, snd thisk-
ieg that he was bleediog isternally
Thompson went to the Lamar hospital.
There be wes hurriedly stripped sbd
physicians began looking for the ball.
It fell out of the man’s clothing &snd
rattled on the floor. There was no
wound at all, coly & bruised spot.—
Auguste Caronicle.

—— - EE——

Free Rural Delivery.

Washington, March 22.—Congress-
man Stokes this morning completed
arrangements at the postoffice depart-
ment for the extension of the rural
free delivery of mail in his district in
South Carolina Naturally he fecls
gome elavion over this, as he was
largely instrumental in procuring in-
creased facilities for the rurai districts
when the appropriation bill was pend-
ing last week  His argument on the
bill in gereral, and especially on the
free delivery then, was considered by
his friends as strong and convincing.
Congressman Stokes’s dislrict is per-
haps one of the happiest selections
for a test of the system. Though it
hes about 180,000 popelation it is
almest wholly a rural community,
there being only three Presidential
offices in its limite, and they of the
third class. It is pone too weli sup-
plied with even the poor facilities
afforded by fourth-class postoflices
and star routes, there being cnly 183
postoffices within its limits.—News
end Courier.

Darlington, Mareh 23.—Speciai :
Mr. Samuel Melton, of Dariington,
was drowned at Lowther’s Lake to-
day. He was a member of a fishing
party aud fell cot of his boat. Be-
fore anyoue could assist him he was
drowned.

D - -
We have bright, bororable mercharts ia

this town, and they give tke public wuat it
They cever cfier 88 & sebstitnte

demaads.
something “‘just a3 good.”

Royal makes the food pare,
wholesome acd delicr 'y




