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m:d ‘That Supplies be Not
Sent to.Cabans in War-

-~ ships. |
RESIDENT  MCcKINLEY
REFUSES BOTH RE-
 QUESTS.

iy

Madrid. March 6.—Senor Gulior,
panish minister ‘ of foreign “affairs,
receotly intimated to United States
Ministér Woodford that the Spanish
“Habana of Consal _.‘Ge:léra! Lee and
sat the American warships which

ive been designated to convey sup.
- plies 'to : Cuba for ‘the relief of the
erers there should be replaced by
erchant veesels in order 1o deprive
Yo assistance sent to the reconcen-

srados of an official character.

inister Woodford cabled the ro-

to the’ Washington govern-
hich replied, tefusing to re-

al Lee in the present cir-
~or to countermsud the
the despatch of the war
msking the representation
f vessels are nos fighting

s

Asks  For Lee’s

‘gavernment desited the recall from

- | the present time

gignificance to the request of the
Spauish government, the answer was
made that the plans for the trip were
completed and thdt the stay of the
ships would be ss brief and of the
most pacific character.

In responding to the request for
Gen. Lee’s recall, the President does
not appear to have deemed the subject
open to such discussion a8 would re
quire the views of his cabinet aasoci-
ates, and after a brief exchange be-
tween the White House and the state
department the negative answer was
dispatched to Minister Woodford
One phase of the incideot that tends
to show the firm stand taken by the
administration is the expedition with
which the action was accomplished.
.Such a matter is ordinarily laid be-
fore the cabinet, the views of all its
members personally given and the
fullest opportunity afforded for discus-
sion. But in thiscasethe Associated
Press builetin ~furnished to some
members of the cabinet the first inti-
mation they had that Gen. Lee’s ser
vice was open to quaestion  Before
the cabinet meeting no hint or com-
plaint of any kind relating to Gea.
Lee had been made.

The grounds oo which Gen. Lee's re-
oall was asked esre pot officially dis-
olosed. It is kuown, however, that the
Spenish government has chafed for
_some time over Gen. Lee’s presense io
Habaos, although this has sever taken
 the form of 2 definite protest prior to
It began to assume
{ = more sariona aspect shortly after the

tacrival of the Maine st Habsoa.. At
““"Ithat time Gen. Lee escorted Capt.
~ | Sigebae on his rouod of officisl calls,

> 28 - | There were msde with due formality,
S “| bat the Spauish officisls took offense

when ths ozlls were restrioted to Gen.

e 34| Blaoco, Admirst Maoterols sod the

reprasentative of the mititary arm of

SR ‘8pain’s “servics, aod did mot include
~> | Premier Galves and his associates - of

answer in the

Bad:givenal

the anthorities here
o intimation had been

e disclosates from Ma

“the following suthorized
e was handed to the Asso
‘Press by Judge Day. ss com-
sverything that was to be

e administration on the sab-
I’mﬁ&ent will not eonsider
i of General Loe. - He has
- BOTREe- 33 . ‘.Wnt&i! criﬁ_s
 judgment, fidelity and coerage,

e President’s entire ‘satisfaction

arrangements bave
rry o cenmsignment

from ‘Key West
| vessels, whichever may be

rally believed that the request for

. sfter receiving the

od eitber upon Lee’s recall
-  contention that the relief
. gmpplies sbould not be sent to Cuba
Sonaval vessels”
“Beyond the foregoing, those who
kad participated in the conference at
the White House would not discuss
the subject, and it wag _etated posi-
sively that the authorized statement
comprised everything that woald be
given toanyone. .
s The sdvices from Madrid, together
= with the aathoritative statement here
left-no room for doubt a8 to what bad
- occarred. The request for General
Lee’s recall is -understood - to bave
- ccme within the last few days, and
__-donbtless since the last cabinet meet-
- ing on Friday, as no reference was
made to it 2t that time. It came
through Minister Woodford, a som>-
- what unusual procedure, as the com-
“mon mode of requesting the with
- drawal of a mirister or a consul is
- through the representative of the
_goveroment makiog the request,
- which in this case is Senor DuBosc,
~ the Spanish charge d'affaries. Mr.
.- BaBose had received no instrnctions
 on the subject and was in complete
- ignorance of the demands made
- through Minister Woodford  The
- other suggestion of the Spauish gov-
ernment—that relief supplies shouid
ot be sent in war vessels—did not
- come throngh Minister Woodford, as
the Madrid dispatches state, but was
presented by Semor DuBosc to the
state department laat Friday.

'The respouses in both cases went
direct to Minister Woodford. There
was oo loss of time, however, in" as-
sembling a special session of the
cabinet, or even in any general con-
ference between the President and

his cabinet advisors individnally. In
the protest ageinst the Montgomery
and Nashville, Judge Day conferred
with Secretary Loog. who in turn
called in Capt Crawainshield, chief
of the bureaa of navigation There
appeared to be no reasops why a
change shou’d be made in the plan

o2 _ for sendiag tiese ships on the relief

spd without sttaching grave

timation of these steps
brief and explicit cable
om Madrid. Prior to its

to the pablic o either?

s to the supplies for the relief of the

.- |the sutonomous ocabivet, who repre-
~"1 sent the new civil regime which Spsin

.is seeking to enforce. The matter
came to the atieation of Senor Dapuy
I De Lome, thes Spssish winister at

| Wsshington, aod sithongh there were

o protests the situation doubtless
reached the state department, as suit-
| able amends were made by Capt 3igs
bee’s caliing on Dr Congesto, the civil
‘secretary general, Premier Galves and
bis sesociates. There was like . irrita-
tion over a divmer given by Consal
General Lee to the officers of the
Masine. The list of guests on that oo-
evsion is seid to have omitted some of the
Spanish aaval officers, and to have inclu-
ded, quite conspicaously, the sames of 8
‘comber of American npewspaper oor-
respondents who were regarded by the
Spanish officials at Habana as aotago-
pistic to them.  Tbhis 2leo came to the
attention of the officiale bere, but was
pot made the basis for any sction, baut
ratber  of unofficial Spanish criticiam
of Gen. ‘Lee’s general mode of pro-
cedure. e
~ Withio recent days it has been un-
derstood by officials bere that the feel-
ing ageinst General Jise -had been
smoothed over, and the request for his
‘recall was for that reason in the natare
of a complete surprise. There are
sirsumstances, howsver, which clearly
‘disciose she grounds for the recall, sal-
thoagh it is oot koown that Spain bas
maede any exaos specifications of com
‘plsins. Since the Maine disaster s re-
port bad beeo ocircalsted that Geperal
[ Lise keld the personal epinion that the
explosion was due to-external esuses.
No official report of this character was
‘ever sent to Wasbington so far as s
koowo Bat the mere ecirenlation of
the report st Madrid. atiributing such
views to General Lee, bas beso the
source of much feeling in Spanmish of-
ficisl oircles. The press dispatcbes
from Madrid also disolose that General
Lee is beld accountable st the Spavish
oapital for the projest of the purchase
of Cabas by the United States from
Spein, as well as for a general senti
ment of sympathy- towsrd the insaur-
geots

The suggestion of The Imparcisl, a
leadiog goveroment organ, that the
vext seesion of the cortee will oconsider
the case of General Lee, shows tbe
strong infloence which induced the Sa
gasta cabioet to aek his recell. In this
copoection, the fact is noted that Senor
Dapay Ds Lome is due in Spsin at this
time.
demand by the Uopited States, is felt
to have awakened a counter sentiment
at Madrid which fiods expression
agsinst Consul General Lee. There is
little doubt also that such advice as
8eoor Dapay De Lome would give to
the government or to the press in Mad-
rid would oot be conducive toward the
retention of General Lee. There is lit.
tle doubs, however, that the main
cause of Spain’s action 18 the sym-
pathies Geoeral Lee has shown for the
Cuban safferers

It is known thst his active and open
sympatby with the people who bave
saffered so0 greatly during the present
iosurrection, American citizens as well
as native Cubans, has not been accepied
by the Spanish officizls in Caba as ap
exbibition of disioterested officialism,
such as is expeoted of cousular officers.
Tbere were complaiots duriog Gen
Weyler's administration of bis coedueor,
bat never in fall official form. As a
matter of fact, Spaio required oo form-
al excase for the dismissal of a comsu-
lar officer, according to isterpational
law. These officers are not endowed

the pations to which they arc sent. Io
their case, it is not veceseary bpor us-
ual to request their home governmeats
to recall them They live officially
only throngh ao exequatur graoted by
the government to which they are so-

‘one of these, Mr. Long said, wounld be

tranafler will take s day, snd she plan

His enforoed retirement, oo 8’

'Habana, secured permission

usually with diplomatic privileges, and
: : = |
they exist cntirely by the sufferance of |
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credited, and this may be witbdrawn at
sny moment. So Consul General Lee
many be dismissed from his post at the
pleasare cf the Spanish goveromest
gzod this wouid oot violate any scction
of ivternational law. Bat be ‘s in ooe
respect upique, in that be is endowed
with semi-diplomatic powers, by the
wish of eur governmeat esod by tbe
ennsent of the Bpacish government

The request of the Spanish goverament
for bis recall may therefore be regard-
ed as tantamouant to & demaad for the
recall of an objectiopable misister—
sach for ipstence as was Senor Dapay
De Lome. There must be some sad-
g:aational or satisfactory reason for suca
a demand io such cases, and aze those
preseated agains: Gen Lee probably
were coufined to the zcts he has so far
performed with the full sauotioc aod
approval of President McKicley, the
demand was ot ectertained as is clear-
ly shown in the forms! statement given
ous by Assistant Secretary Day. Ub-
der wsuch oircumatauces, the iocident
would close ualess Spain took ihe de-
cisive steps of inaistiog cu Gen. Lee’s
recall, and this failing, giviog bim bis
exequator. This radical coarse is not
expected, however, and’all the iadica-
tions reaching cfficials here is that
Spain will not proeeed further with the
insideat.

The action regarding the oraiser
Mootgomery sod the gaoboat Nash-
ville 1 looked upon by officials bere as
wuch less grave than that affectiog
Gen. Lee. Secretary Long said to-night
that he did oot ragard the question as
to what ship would carry the relief sup
pliss as serious in a0y way or as likely
to present any preplexing issues. The
desire of the navy depsrtmeat, Mr
Long said, was merely to get the supplies
to Cuba on the most avsilable vessel.
There are three of these. now at Key
West, the Montgomery, Nashville and
Fero, alike evsiiable for the service and

designated for the trip. The Fern is a
despateh boat rather thas an drm
ed paval vessel, and her araila-
bility for this miesion bhad not pre-
viously been suggested. Her ohoice
would probably remove all groand for
objection, ss she has nove of tha char-
scteristios of a war vessel. Mr. Loog
said, however, that the oaly decision
thae far reached was that ope of the
paval vessels—Dlontgomery, Nashville
or Fern—shoald make the trips As
this is the first time that public meation
bas been made of the Fern ia coonec-
tion “with oarrying the supplies it might
be inferfed that she wiil make the trip.

The official orders, however, coatinue
to stand 88 they were originally made,
designating the Mootgomery aod Nash-
ville, but these could be chaanged reed-
ily if the Farn was felt to be best suit-
ed for the work. The paval officials
bave felt from the first that the Mont
gomery aod Nasbville were illy adapted
for the carrying of supplies. They
are essentially fightiog maohines, sod
every inch of available room is taken
with their own sapplies of cordage,
canvas, coal, eta. This was so appa-
reot, that the plane contemplated put-
ting the relief sapplies on deck, cover-
iog them with tarpaalic, and trusting to
the weather and a quick trip to keep the
provisions and clotbiog from damage
The Fern, vot being so esseatially a
fighting machine, but more of the type
of & yacht for the speedy conveyance
of naval dispatohes, has copsiderable
more room for stowing supplies, both
below aod oo deck

Ths Caban relief committee connted
on serdiog 75 tons to Key West, bat this
has now besn inéreased to 100 toos
It lefs New York on ooe of the Mal-
lory line of boats yesterday and iz due
at Key West next Wedoesday. The

has been to have the government ship
start next Thureday for Cabs.

The desision of the adainistration to
cond supplies to the reconcentrados io
Caba was srrived at esrly in the week.
Geoneral Lee had represented that he
bad been nuvable to distribate the goods
tha: had been received in answer to the
proclamation of tbe President to the
Ameriosn people. He reported that
many tons of these supplies were stor-
ed io Hsbana and could not be for-
warded to the eastern end of the isl-
aod. The United States copsuls at
Matapzas and Sagoa la Grande had
cowe in persos to Habzoa to-seek for
relief aftar reportivg to the state de-
partment the terrible conditions exis-
iog in their respective districts.

The state department immediately
institured icquiries, and learping that
the original decree of the Spanish gov-
ernment, authoriziog the free 2dmission
of sapplies applied only to the port of
for the
free rcception of these supplies at sall
ports.

The pext obstacle met was the diffi-
colty of trans-shipping the goods
trom Habana eastward, there being a
gsemi-weekly service by stezmer, and
that subject to maoy vexations. When
tbe Upited States cruiser Moaotgomery
returned from ber ormise, which in-
cloded the Cuban ports of Maotaszas
and Santiago, the officers brought hur-
rowiog iales of the distress existing
there.

Captuin Crowvinshield, thbe chief of
the wavigaiion burean of the pavy de

= I
partment, ap cofficer of the souuvdest !

discretion apd judgmeni, wws on the
ship, an aocidental paseenger. Ha told
Presidest McKinley dircetly what be
bad iearned. The resuit wes the im-
mediate decision of the rcavy depare-!
ment to accede to the requests of ih2
relief committee in New York to for-

ward their supplies to the eastero
ports of Cuba Oae of the American
lines of steamships rusniog to New |
York bkad offered to take the bouste- |
ous coniributions of the American peo- |

ple to Key West and the President
simself gave the orders for their sar-
riage to castern Cuba by any of the
available ships of the North Atlactic
eqnadroe.

The annouccement by the Associated
Press of the purpoee of the goveroment
to secd sapplies to Caba on naval ves-
sels was mada last Wedoesday. With-
is 24 houre there were signs of resis-
tance oo the part of the Spanish goe-
ercment. At first this took the shape
of a formal ioquiry by the Spanish
charge d’affaires, Senor DaBose, 23 to
the corrsciness of the report, the io-
guiry beinz ccuehed in an iocredulous
tooe, acd later wbten the affirmation
came, there was lodged, nota formal
protest, buot rather an insinaation thet
the movement of the navsl ships would
not be acceprable; that it wounld be
coostroed into an ectof aotive sympsatby
on the part of the goveroment of the
Uoited States with the insurgeats.

Bat the Presideot bad satisfied bim-
gelf tbat the course he bad chosen—
that of sendicg the supplies in a paval
vessel—was the only oove that seemed
to promise a prompt sad cfficient re-
lief. There was oo time for diplomstio
usages, a8 Gen. L-e’s report stated
thet huodreds were dyiog dsily, and
Senor BuBose. was so toformed.

Senor - NuBase, when seen at the
Spanish legation to-day, could 2dd liitle
to the fond of information co the two
subjeots whioh were atiracting o muoh
official and public attestion. He bad
received ns word from his govercwent
coneerning Geon. Lee, and he stated
pocitively thet nc suggestions cooeern-
iog Geo. Lee’s retirement had been
sobwmitted by bim to the state depart-
meat. As to the sending of relief sup-
nlies by the Montgemery and Neshville,
Mr. BaBosc said he felt that merchaot
vessels were muoh betier equipped for
such service, and their use was not open
to that miscosstruction io sendiog sup-
plies by vessels of the savy.

The vews coocerning Gen  Lee
aroused the deepest interes: auvd no lit-
tle exitemens throughout Wasbiogton,
and for the time being the usaal guiet
of Sunday evening was put aside. Io
botel corridors, at the clubs and io all

pablio places it was tha absorbing toplo,

and not sinee the Maine disaster was
such widespread popular interest evinced
in the Spanish situation.

Spain’s Fﬁ;c'l;ase of War
Ships Confirmed.

Fifty Million Dollar War Ap-
propriation Reported
Fayorably.

ATTEMPT TO RAISE BIG
GUNS OF MAINE ABAN-
DONED.

-

Speesal to the Daily ltem.

Washjogton, March 8.—The House
appropriation committee has made a
favorable repcrt oo the bill to appro-
priate fifty willion doilers for immediate
use for the purpose of defence in case
it should be needed. The vote will
be taken this afternoon. There is little
opposition to the immediate passage of
the bill. Foar hours bhave been
alloted for debate and the vote cannot
be takeun until & o’clook.

BIG GUNS CANNOT BE RAISED.

Key West, Maroh 8. —The wrecking
tag Right Arm, which bas bsen at work
ou the wreok of 1ha battleship Maine io
Havena harbor arrived in this port this
morning. The attemps to raise she big
guus of -the Maioe has been abandoned,
and the entice sbip sod ber costly arma-
zent and equipment will be given up as
& total loss.

SPAIN HAS BOUGHT SHIPS.

London, Mareh 8 —The reported
parchase of warships from Eoglish
shipbuildars by the Spanisk government
bas besa confirmed to-day by informa-
tion derived from the most relisble and
aathoritative souroes.

MANNING THE WARSHIPS.

Brooklyn, March 8 —Men to meo
the eraisers Minpeapolis 20d Columbia
were drafted this morning and sent im-
mediately to Philadelphia whbere thore
ships sre in readipees to be placed io
commission a8 5000 88 - Ws are pro-
vided.

TORPEDO FLEET FOR HAVANA.

Madrid, March 8 —Preparations are
beiug basteued to despatch the torpedo
flees to Havana, sod orders have been
issued for it to sail direos to Havana on

Friday.

Washiogton, March 7.—There were
po lesa than five important events to-
day having & bearing, more or less di’
rect, upon the troubied relations be-
tween ihe United S:ates aod Spalo,
viz: Tho introduotion in coogress by
Mr Csonoo of a resolution carryiag
§50.000,000 for the public defence, the
withdrawal by t¢he Spaaish government

of its intimated objection to the com- |

t:zuaces in office of Covsal Geversi
Iee, the order to the cruiser Mont-
gomery to proceed to [Habana io place
of the Fero, the passage of the bill
throuzh the bouse increasing tbe artil- |
lery arm by two regimen’s, sud the iu-%
stization of negotiations looking to the
purchase of warbips tor our pavy.

M. Caunoun’s resolutive probably led |
ell other toplcs in 1ntercst, particaiarly |
when it became &powu that 1t was the |
resait of a cooference between the au-
thor, the President, Senator Hale andi
o her leading spirits in congress. '

As for Gen Liee’s case, /the news of |
she satisfactory endiug of the incident
through the withdrawal of the sugges-

tion by Spain was expected as scon as
it was uoted that a loophole bad beco
left open through the failare to mzke
the compleict in soyiding like a3 of
ficial shape Some fear is expressed
that the consul general will not find
his post congenial, now that be kpnows
he is a0 unwelcome guestin Habapa,
but the admiucistration is relsing apoo
bis devotion to the welfare of the
Amecriczns in Cuba and Amerizan io-
terests geperslly to submit his owa
personal wishes to restraiot snd remain
at his past.

Late io the afternoos Secor DuBose,
tha Spanish cbarge, received a cipaer
cablegram from the micister of stale
at Madrid, Sepor Gallco, seyicg :

*You can disavow the rumor that
any cfiicial applicetion has been wade
for tbe recsll of Gen. Lee ”

This coofirmed Mr. DuoBose’s view
that a misapprehension bhad ocenrred
and that some intimation coocerping
Gen. Lee had been coostrued iato a Je-

gest or demaad for his recall, whioh
Mr. DaBose s2ys with positiveness was
pever inteoded.

As there bes besn no ezplanation so
far of the purpose whica prempted the
iotrodaction of Mz, Cancon’s resola-
tion, it way be said thet the money
is wanted primarily s sn emergency
feod. [t.is eaid by offiesals who will
heve the disposition of this treasaure
that it by no meaas follows because
congress places such a sum of money
io the coatrol of the Presidest that he
will feel bound to spend ell of it. Those
who look for s wholesale parchase of
warshipa from the bargsin coonte:s of
Eaoropeas bailders are likely to be die-
sppointed The pavy department st
preseat is inclived to make but ooe
porebase of this kiod, at first, a3 least,
in the sbape of a substsatial ironolad
It does desire to get possession of
several of the larger class of torpedo
boat deatroyers, such as the Sokul of
the Russizn pavy, vessels of 300 tons,
able to keep the vea in bad weather, s
wesk point with our own boats, and
capable of enormous speed, such as 32
koots. Bat suoh eraft are not for sale
st 2ll times; they are built to order
geverally, and could not be p oecured
in this mapoer in less than six months
from the date of sootract even in Ea-
rope unless special prices were paid.
There is no disposition on the part of
the pavy departmeat to lamber the navy
with a lot of anserviceable craft in 2
spssm of fear, but rather to get a few
of the bast vessels to be had.

The offers of ships to the pavy de-
partmest sre now assuing definite aud
formal sbape Duriog the day Secretary
Long received a oall from A F. Lane,
represesting the Maxim-Norednfelt
compsoy and the agent for seversl war
vessels now nesring completion in lsrge
foreigno shipyards. These include two
oruisers of the type of the Cinoinnsti,
which are desigoed to be 20 koot vessels
and two ironoiads of 14 koots, which
would be called third olass battleships
uoder our rating. These are now open
to purohsse, sod it is uoderstood that
Mr. Laoe’s visit was in this conrvection.
The two ornisera are 330 fest long, 48
feet besm snd 16 feet drafc  They car-
ry six 6-ioch avd four 5 iooch
guos, aod ao acxiliary battery
The iron olade btave a 1334
iogh belt of barveyized stesl. Their
armament is two 10-ivch gans, four
5-ipoh. two 6-inch, six 6 pouaders and
four 1-pounders. Mr. Laoe regards
these ships as first class io every partie
ular, a8 they were designed on modern
principles and are being buils by ooe of
the leading shipbuilding firms of Eo-
rope. They are well along toward
eompletios, sod all four, it is said,
eould be in commissior withia a few
months They were originally design-
ed for cne of the Soutb American re-
publies, bus there is said to be no obli-
gstion which would prevent their ae-
quisition by tbe United States.
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It Means Business.

Yesterday's developments are sig-
pificant of a coming crisis in the rela-
tions between the United States and
Spain quite independent of the im-
mediate issues

The Spanish government has re
ceded frem its request for the recall
of Gen Lee. We did not expect
this, for it made the request in re-
sponse to a popular demand and to
satisfy national pride, and we could
not thiok thet it would back down
from a position so clesrly taken,
thereby challenging the wrath and
contempt of its people, a people
prone to overrate their strength and
to be jealous of their dignity.  That
Sagasta’s government has done so is
suggestive of conscions impotence
and much *'blaffing” in the past The
recession will provoke, uniess all re
ports of Spanish sentiment are false,
an cutburst against the government,
which holda ite place none too secure-
ly. Weyler and the Carlists will
make much of it. Sagasta will be
lu >ky if he shall not fall by it.

But as Spain recedes the United
States advaunces. The impulee has
been given, and the momentum of a
great people, greatly moved, will do
the rest. Most sigrificant is the re
quest for a credit of §50,000,000,
made by a Republican leader after
consultation with the President
Scarcely less so is the news of ne-
gotiations for the purchase cf foreign
warships. When to this isadded the
determination of the administration
to send the Montgomery instead of
the Fern to Cuba, a warship instead

of a dispatch boat, tae conclusion !
iica, while the intractable nature of

! Cuba’s disorders cannot but inspire

cannot be evaded that tronble is ex
pected and that we mean to be ready
to meet it.

Reason it out.
drawn her demands.

Spain has with-
On the surface

g

there is no probable cause of war

We must loox beneath the surface.
Beneath the surface of Habana har

ber in the first place, for the discov

ery of the cause of the Maine's de-
sttuction  If the Presid=nt believed
or had been advised that the explo-
gion was doe to isternal causes,
would he ask a war credit of fifty
millions ? Lcok yet deeper. [t bas
been repeatedly reported in an ad-
ministration paper. the New York
Sun, that long ago the President no.
tified Spain that if by March 1, au-
toromy in Cuba should not plausibly
claim success the United States
would be compelled to interveue.
The whole wozld kncws what a fail-
~rc that autonomy has been. Sup-
pose that Spaia’s time is up ; suppose
that, propelled by his party platform,
the press aud the people. President
McKinley has at least resolved to 1n-
tervene in Cuba—would he not take
precigley the course he has taken dur-
ing the last two or three days ?

We believe that more is in this
matter than two cancelled demands
of Spain We think that the Presi-
dent realizes, s his western organs
do, that the American people demand
action aod that further supineness
will ruin the Repablican party. We
think that dcKinley wante to be re-
elected.—State, March 8.

ON A PINNACLE OF|PRIDE.

Fatal Fall for the Foolish in
Cage of War.

Madrid, Mscoh 3 —Ths queen re-
gent bas sigoed the decree reducing
the duties oo wheat and floar. :

" The publis i1 much exercised over
the report of tke presence of a squad-
roo of Upited States warships at Hong
Kong, 28 it is presumed the vessels in-
tend to thresten Mauilla, the oapital of
the Philippine Islande, in the evest of
war between the Upited States and
Spain.

Tbe [mparoia!, in ap srticle headed
*To Manils, to New York,” quoted an
uonamed high personsge who scoats
the idea of an imwminent rupture, and
asys : **The presence of the warships
at Hoog Kong is only Washiogton’s
policy, with a view of contenting the
jicgoes '* The ‘‘high persosage’ is
gaid to bave added : -*But Amerioa has
pot 8o many warships as fo warrant
such bold sction  If the Yankees go
to the Philippioes, tbe Spaniards will
go to New York.”

The Globe remarke: “The govera-
ment is alive to the eritical sitnation,
aad is silently prepariog for the worst.
Bat it ia too diplomatic to disclose the
procedure by which it is preparing for.
emergencies ”’ o

— Ty

Farallel With Cuuba’s Case.

The Central American republics
are constantly at war. Assassina-
tion and oppression never case with-
in thema. Tyrant rises up to crush
yrant. Forever the people suffer.
Is it right that this great and civilized
nation of ours should stacd idly by
while this state of affairs exist in the
same hemisphere and not far to the
South, This pation of ours is a civi-
lized power Itis its duiy to see
that civilization is preserved and ex-
tended in other iands The continu-
ance of anachy in Central America is
a disgrace and cause of shame to the
United States. The United States
has commercial relations with thbe
Central Americau states which are
doubtleas suffering from the unsettied
and torbulent conditions It is tke
duty of the United States to interfere
at once. Warships should besent im-
medistely, the army should be in-
creased and the Central Americans
should be thrashed until teey are
willing to keep the peace and behave
prettily. .Certainly, Uncle Sam
being responsible for what is
done in Cubs, is also responsible for
Ceucral America. Later the doctrine
can be enlarged to take in Brazil,
Argentina aod Patagonia. On the
American continent everybody must
be good or submit to chastisement
from Uncle Sam —Greenville News.

—— - ——

English Opinion.

London, March 7.—The Times says
editorially this morning :

“If Spain is placed in an awkward
position respecting the Lee incident
she must thank the indiscretion of
her foreign office. She cannot blame
President McKinley. Mr. Cannon’s
bill can hardly be explained by the
Lee incident. It is probably due to
the rumor that Spaiu is purchasing
war vessels.

<We do pot believe that Spain de
sires war, but if she does this evi-
deuce of America’s alertness offers a.
most effectual check  President Mc-
Kinley appears to be adbering loyal-
ly to the policy of firmness, caution
and pacific circamspection he has
hitherto purened. No doubt he has
the support of the sober and con-
scientious mass of the American peo-
ple, but he has had o face outbursts
of popular clamor that a weaker man
might have mistaken for the voice of
the couutry.

“The complicity of the Spauish
government in the Maine disaster is
a hypothesis too monstrous and irra-
tional to be entertained scd except
that thece is nothing possible of ar-
rangement betwegn Spain and Amer-

thoughtful Americans with a serious
doubt as to the wisdom of annexa--

tion.”




