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The driver caught sight of Lient. Hayne
" waving kis hand.
der orders for several days to proceed on
this particular date to a large town a
day’s journey eastward by rail. - A court
martial composed mainly of field officers
was ordered there to assemble for the
trial of an old captain of cavalry whose
propensity it was not so much to get
4runk as never to get drunk without con-
comitant publicity and discovery. It
was a rare thing for the old war dog to
“take so much as a glass of wine; he went
for months without it: but the instant he
Began to drink "he was moved to do or
say something disreputable, and that was
the trouble now. He was an unlucky
old trooper, who had risen from the low-
est~grades, fought with credit, and even,
at times, commanded his regiment dur-
ing the war; but war records could not
save him when ¢ wouldp't save himself,
and ‘he had to go. The court was or-
dered, and the result was a foregone con-
clusion. The colonel, his adJutant and
Maj. Stannard were to drive to town
during the afternoon and take the east
bound train, lecving Maj. Waldron in
command of the post; but before guard
mounting a telegram was received, which
was sent from department headquarters

«“QOf course, Capt. Buxton, I withdraw
any expression of doubt. It never oc-
curred tome that you could hzve seen
it. May I ask when and how?”

«The last time I was officer of the day,
sir; and Capt. Rarner is my wiiness as
to the time. hers, whom I need not
mention, saw it with me. There is no
mistake, sir. The woman was there.”
And Buxton stood enjoying the effect.

Ross looked white and dazed. He
turned slowly away, hesitated, looked
back, then exclaimed:

*Vou are sure it was—it was not some
one that had a right to be there?”

«How could it bc? said Buxton,
grufly. “You know he has notan ac-
quaintance in town, or here, who could
be with him there at nizht.”

«Does the commanding officer know of
it?” asked Mr. Royce, after a moment’s
silence.

*1 am the commanding oficer, Mr.
Royce,” said Buxion, with majestic dig-
nity—*‘at least I will be after 12 o {,luck
and you may depend upon it, gentle-
men, this thing will not occur while 1
am in comma'ld without its receiving
the exact treatment it deserves. R—:-
merber, now, not a word of this toany-
body. You areas much interested as I
am in bringing to justice a man who
will disgrace his uniform and his regi-
ment and insult every lady in the gurri-
son by such an act. This sort of thing
of course will run him out of the service
for good and all. We simply have to be
sure of our ground and make the evi-
dence conclusive. Leave that to me the

expectedly that there was no time to
prepare anything elaborate, such as a
german w ith favors, etc.: but good mu-
sic and an extemporized suppcr could be
had without trouble. The colonel's wife
and most of the cavalry ladies, cn con-
sultation, had decided that it was the
very thing to do, and the young officers
took hold with a will: they were always
ready for a dance.

Now that Ars. Rayner was really go-
ing. the quarrel should be I“'}OI‘C-tl and
the ladies would all be as }l‘:i.:;.l.nt to her
as though nothing had happeaed, pro-
vided, of course, she dreppéd her absurd
airs of injured womanhond and behaved
with courtesy. The colonel had had a
brief talk with his better half before
starting for the train, aud suggested that
it was very probable that Mrs. Rayner
had seen the folly of her ways by that
time—the captain certainiy had been
behaving as though bhe rerretted the
estrangement—and if enccuraged by a
“let’s-drop-the-whole-thing™ sort of man-
ner she would be glad to reciprocate.
He felt far less anxiety herein than Le
did in leaving the post to the command
of Capt. Buxton. So scrupulously had
he been courteous to that intractable
veteran that Buxton had no deubt in his
own mind that the colonel looked upon
him as the model cfficer of the regiment.
It was singzularly unfortunate that Le
should have to be lefs in command, but
his one or two seniors amosng the cap-
tains were away on long leave, and there
was no help for it. The cclonel. seriously
disquieted, had a few words of carnest
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