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DOMES OF WASHINGTON.
Exquisite Beauty of the One on th«

Library of Congress.
Washington possesses an unusual
umber of domed buildings. The

student or lover of architecturefindshere not only a great many
but a, gr<-at variety of domes. It is
extraordinary that examples of all
the domes of the favorite schools of
architecture are grouped within the
limits of this city. And such examplesas they are! One of them
alone would be sufficient domical
adornment for even the nation's
capital. Needless to say, the capitoldome is Washington's dome par
excellence. Its size alone gives it
pre-eminence, and its beauty ranks
it among the great domes of the
world. The framework of this domo
is of iron and weighs nearly 9,000,000pounds.
The keynote of its impress!veness

is its massiveness. Its curving sides,
encircling rows of columns, varishapedwindows and graceful segmentalornamentations will always
be only adjuncts to its impressive
feature.its size. In height the

| capitol dome reaches 287 feet into
the air; its greatest diameter is 135
feet.
Washington's most beautiful dome

surmounts the library of congress.
This has a diameter of 100 feet,
making it almost as large as that
of the capitol, but offhand one

would certainly say that it is a much
smaller dome. This is due to its
shape. The library dome is an Italianrenaissance type and is a flat- j
tened spherical vault. It is built of |
stucco applied to a framework of J
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iron and steel, filled in with terra
cotta. The domed root is sneatnea

with copper, and over this is laid
the coating of gold leaf, twentythreecarats fine.
As far as ornamentation goes,

this dome is the most exquisite in
the United States. The interior
frails are superbly painted and
adorned with arabesques.
The National museum possesses

a domfe neither huge nor extremely
ornate, yet it is one of the most
pleasing domes to the architectural
eye that is found in the city. It

il.A flio Ponthflnn
recalls iiic uumc uu jl uuvuvvu

atRome. In the matter of contour I
they are quite similar. |

This dome surmounts the hall J
which connects the three main divisionsof the museum exhibit.the
geological, ethnological and zoological.It is constructed of tile,
covered on the exterior with a fine
quality of slate. Each row of this
slate, from the outer edge of the
dome to the eye at the top had to
be exactly cut to fit the spaces.
At the same time the museum

was being built, the astronomers at
the observatory were called in consultationwith the architects to calculatethe measurements for the
different pieces, as very intricate1
mathematical computations were

necessary..Washington Star.

Whenever Yon Need a General Tonic
Take Grove's

The Old Standard Grove's Tasteless
chill Tonic is equally valuable as a

General Ton;c because it contains the
well known tonic pro^rtiesofQUININE
and IRON. It acts on the Liver, Drives
out Malaria, Enriches the Blood aiii
Guilds up the Whole System. 50 cents
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