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COMPULSORY EDUCATIONBILL PASSED
BY LEGISLATURE-.PENITENTIARYINVESTIGATION -BRYAN ADDRESSESGENERAL ASSEMBLY.

P!nlnmhi» Fphruarv 27:. The pas

sage of a compulsory education bill,
"such as it is", and an investigation
of conditions at the State penitentiaryby the committee of the Senate
on Penal and Charitable Institutions,
prompted by a message from the
Governor, have been the most interjTevents of the week in the

|th Carolina Legislature. As a

\ ^Gssue some work was done on

fcfu. appropriation bill.
The penitentiary investigation began
Wednesday afternoon following

a message from the Governor read

^ in the Senate Tuesday night chargingthat a negro, Simeon Ellis, had
been subjected to brutal treatment

^i^at the State prison.
S Tuesday night the Governor sent

to the Senate a message which containeda letter without signature alleging
brutal treatment of Ellis by

» W H Sondley, captain of the guard,
* ' and Dr R T Jennings, prison physirUirAimAvnarnlnr) fKn no.

UOll* XUC UVfCIUVl p*** vivvi vnv MV

gro and gave the alleged brutal
treatment as a reason for extending
clemency.
Wednesday the Governor appearedbefore the committee and announcedthat he had withheld the

name of the person making the
charges for a purpose on which he
bases his charges. He then said the
letter was from F J Nichols, a white
prisoner serving his second term on

a charge of house-breaking and larceny.He called Nichols, who was
' ' » 1 J i._ J

present at tne neanng", ana granieu

him a parole. "There is your parole.
You are a free citizen. You may
testify," said the Governor of South
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! Carolina in granting the parole
Blease said that he had refraine(
from divulging the name of the mar

giving the information, for the pris
oner would have been punished bj
the officials of the penitentiary.
Simeon Ellis, the negro convic

.around whom the row centres, wa

|C'evicted 13 years ago in Unior
! e -ty on a charge of murder. H<

ovommprt hv the members o.

Ill committee Wednesday to deter

| mine his physical condition as a re

'suit of the alleged whipping. Ellii
'said that he had decided that he hac

been in the penitentiary long enough
so he concluded several days age
while working on the street squac
to speak to the Governor. He saic

that when the Governor passed he

asked permission of the guard tc

speak and was refused. He ther

spoke to the Go\ernor without per-
mission. Ellis said that later his con'

duct was reported to W H Sondley,
captain of the guard, and he waf

given a whipping of between 75 and
80 lashes. Ellis continued that latei
he was placed on a table and an electric

battery applied to him. Or
cross-examination by the committee
it developed that the negro was subject

to "fits" and that the electric
battery had been applied because of
his condition. Testimony was also

given that there were no bruises'on
the body of the negro as a result o 1
the electric treatment. Ellis said
that he had been whipped manj
x" * M«MdAn /vffirtiolo KoPQUQP
lirues uy uie puouu uinums

he would not work. In the cross-examinatiohDr Jennings brought out

the fact that he did not know that
the negro, had been whipped when
the electric treatment was used and
that it was applied because the negro

had a fit.
F J Nichols, the man who address

ed the communication to the Governorcharging the officials with
brutal treatment, was a witness be

ley ^jg
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Wholesale and

.! fore the committee. He is a native
1 of Michigan,has completed one term
i in the penitentiary and was serving

a second on a charge of house-breaki
ing and larceny. Nichols said that
he had written the communication

t to the Governor because of a "husman" feeling. When questioned as

i to his knowledge of the treatment
i of Ellis the witness said that it was
f hearsay,except that he had examined

>_ 1 1, 1 s J Uf 1.^
- me IlfgTU S user. aim luuuu nun uau-ly "beaten up". He said he did not
s know positively whether the lash
1 had been applied or whether the
, electric treatment had been applied
) for punishment or to cure the negro
1 of a fit In his letter to the Gov1ernor, Nichols said that the cries of
? the negro while on the table under
> the electric treatment lasted possibly
i 30 minutes. Testifying Wednesday,
Nichols said that the cries lasted
possibly for five or ten minutes.
This was brought out from questions

} by Dr Jennings.
C C Wyche and C D Fortner.mpm-bers of the House from Spartan

burg, said that ttyey examined the
i negro in the Governor's office TJpesiday afternoon and found that he had
been beaten badly from the knees to

! the neck.
f The Senate Tuesday night passed
the compulsory school attendance

i bill which has been before that body
for a number of days. The bill with
a number of amendments was cr'dered returned to the House and it
is expected that it will be in the
hnnds nf thp flnvpmnr EVirlov An

;j amendment was adopted reducing
; the age limit from 13 to 12 years,
i Four weeks' notice shall be given inlstead of two before holding an elec

tion. Two amendments in which
much interest centres were offered

m
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' and adopted by Laney of Chester

J field and Williams of Aiken to sup^
ply text-books and clothing for ehil
dren forced to attend school wher
their parent^ are not financially able
to supply these articles. The trusteesof the district and the County
Superintendent of Education will be
the judges of &e financial condition
of the parents.
The Senate has passed the appropriationbill, with amendments, and

returned it to the House. Committeesof free conference will be appointedfrom the two bodies, and it
is now believed that the end of the
present week will see an adjournmentof the Legislature for the session

of 1913.
The House Wednesday night voted

to the Abbeville county Daughters
of the American Revolution the portraitof Langdon Cheves, now in

i it. n i:_.
possession OI me ouuin L/atuilua

Secretary of State. Langdon Cheves
was Speaker of the National House
of Representatives. He was elected
to Congress from South Carolina in
1810 and was elected Speaker of the
House in 1816, succeeding Henry
Gay. He was president of the
United States BanK.

The House expects to hear an addressfrom William Jennings Bryan
Saturday. He will stop in Columbia
that day en route to Washington
from Miami, and will deliver an addressthat night. Wenesday night
the House passed a resolution invitingthe "Great Commoner" to speak
to the body and appointed a committeeto deliver tfr. invitation.

Brian Bell.

E*~*r\A XJ nnmiflinlr nATmrnnr
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Blease's former law partner, has been
appointed assistant Attorney Generalto take office April 1.
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. WOOklROW WILSON PRESIDENT.

.

Inaugurated In Presence of Great
Concourse of People.

Washington, March 4:.Woodrow
Wilson of New Jersey, was inauguratedtoday as President of the
United States; Thomas R Marshall of
Indiana, its Vice-President;Democracy,the vehicle of its destiny.
Under the dome of the nation's

Capitol, in presence of a countless
concourse of his fellow citizens, the
new President raised a hand toward
a prophetic sun that burst through
dissolving clouds and pronounced
the occasion a day of dedication; not
of triumph.

It was an intensely human, precedent-breakinginauguration. With
members of his chosen Cabinet sur-1rounding him, the Justices of the
supreme court before him, his wife
and daughters actually dancincr fnr

joy on the platform below, and WilliamHoward Taft, Ex-President ofj
the nation, at his side, the new Pres-
ident shouted a summons to all"hon-1
est, patriotic, forward-looking men"
to aid him, extending the promise
that he would not fail them in the
guidance of their government.

While the President's concluding

1 _ ..
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inaugural words were tossing in tumultuouswaves of applause, the retiringPresident clasped his hand and
enlisted as a patriotic servant in the
ranks of private citizenship.

Bishop Lambnth Coming Here.

W Bishop W R Lambuth, one of the
bishops of the M E Church, South,
will be in Kingstree on Wednesday,
March 12, and will make addresses
at the Methodist church at 12 o'clock
noon, 3:30 p. m. and 8 p. m.

Bishop Lambuth was born inChina,
has traveled extensively on every
continent and is thoroughly conversantwith conditions, commercially,
morally and religiously in every part
of the world. He will speak with
special reference to the Dark Continentand Brazil.
The public, and especially the men

of the church and community, are

invited to hear this eminent speaker.""
Drs Rawlings and Kennedy will also
be here. One of thesa gentlemen
will make an address in the Methodistchurch on Tuesday evening and
the other will divide time witb Bishop

Lambuth on Wednesday.
N ..

The County Record and The
Youth's Companion, 1 year $2.75.
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