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hod edarned his last-
ing es u told his best
stories in his bavplest vein, aod Mme.
Davezac. toZeih ith Ann Pleydell,
suffer! ate delusion, put
forth every of \rit, even going
to the appliauding
the judee's tble and moth
ravagzed yarns,

No mean raconteur
ransacked his v
experience for
conversation that would bear rebearsal
in the present company, and even
Bunce, finally and unwillingly drawn
by some mysterions spell into the vor-
tex of small talk.
befittedd o “Sect v." the least in-
pocuous of his ny escapades and
ventured to ccnfide it to the demure
ear of his dinner partner, Miss Pley-
dell. This heroie action of the old
river o whler—for he was desperate-
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man’s intention, for. wmaindglul of his
partner's brig aml
that Loth were the oljeet of watehful,
ho Y ONOS, he continm ner as il
time and opportuniiy hid Leen created
solely for . amd hirwself, Dinner
finally at m e and his veung
hostess, entirely absorbed in each oth-
er's society, sougzht the drawing room
balcony, while the others, with the ex-
ception of Bunce, in lepd i 4 wane
of piquet, M. V proving 2

wretched partacr, his en attention
being oceupied with the couple on the
balewuy.

M. Veandry, owlng to
pation, proving such a th
ver, Mme. Davezae ot st
Buuece amd sugzested that he
Ly join the gawe in lieu of the Founs
creole amd the judoe.

“Eh, truly. Anatole,”
solte asperity,
with her fan, “yon caunot keep your
mind on the game, aml so We are un
able to play. Will you surrender your
place to Colonel Moreau®”

“It seems to we that 1 have already
done that.”” he responded gloomily.

With as good grace as possible vield-
ing to the dictates of courtesy, iirby

his [ireoeen-
allaless part-
tiarned o

Y It
il oan i

' she added, with

ine the other’s arin

| unwillingly terminated his tete-a-tete

carefully selected, as |

Iv embarrassed a1t the bonor shown |

him and thoreughly cognizant what |
| reproachfully.

must be the inevitable and tragic end-
_oing of his partner's reckless action—

the preoccnpied manner of M. Vean-

#’:. coupled with Mr. Randall’s grave |

“efence and studied courtesy toward
Kirby. had uno effect upon the spirits

with Adele. and as he approached the
card table his place was promptiy pre-
empted by the voung Creale, who fol-
lowed Miss Iandall to the baleony, It
was the first time he had been alone
with Adele. and his long repressed
emotion and bitterness found vent.
~Ah. mamzelle, it is true,” he said
“You are changed—so

quickly. Yes. you will say 1 wanted to

: : | see ¥ appier, 1 ad wishe
is sufficient testitnony to the fact that | see you bappler but 1 also bad wished

to be the one to mike vou so. Adele.” |

" he added earnestly, striving to take

of the company, if. indeed, their de-

meanor was even noted by the ma-
jority.

Before entering the house the two
gentlemen in question had come to an
understanding regarding the status of

her hand. “if this difference in you

{ comes only from the gratitude you |

feel to—to Colonel Moreau because he
tried to protect your father I shall be
happy. But how bave this man be-
witched you that"—

“1 don't understand you. Anatole”
she said quietly. drawing away.

«Tig 1 that do not understand you,

their guest, concurring in the opinion |
| Adele. I think you know from the
that he was {mpersonating the gentle- | g0 v 4o not Colonel Moreau. I have

man in whose homor the dinper had

been planned. But Aaron alone bad |
found a siuister significance in the |, oog ‘ceeking to defend. eager to

Gemdral’s observation to the effect that
Kitby wore a quantity of cameos, and.
although he lacked authentic evidence
upon which to erect his suspicions.
while likewise granting that it was an
amazing and unbelievable actlon for
one to deliberately walk into the house
of his enemies, he vaguely sensed that
the pseudo Colonel Moreau was none
other than the notorious Eugene Kir-
by.

Stil, Aaron Randall was a strictiy
just and upright man. who was fully
aware of the many crimes commitred
fn the pname of circumstantial evi-
dence. Slow to pronounce judgment.
be was quick to act when once assur-
d that in no sense would justice be
violated. Moreover, Adele, in whose
integrity and force of character he
had the firmest belief and for whom
he had the highest regard and proof
of whose acumen he had had ample
testimony. vouched for the imposture
and even confessed complicity if not
actnal initlative in the same. In the
absence of Tom Randall she was ab-
golute mistress, with the right to act
as she deemed fit. and had. moreover,

exacted his word of honor that he
would trust her until the arrival of
ber brother. Even had be been satis-
. fled with the truth of his conjectures
* regarding Kirby's identity this prom-

"Zigge to Adele would have pledged

Aaron to secrecy, and M. Veaudry, be-
| bitterly apparent that this debonair

ing subsequently acquainted with the
compact, likewise agreed that it could
not be wiolated.

For the voung creole this passive
rols was extremely difficult, and it
was elogueat proof of his self com-
mand and personal integrity, coupled
with those refined instincts bestowed
by gentle birth and breeding, that he
considered Aaron's promise equally
binding upon himself and, repressing

romptings of jealousy, refrained
frim denouncing Kirby as an impos-
tor. The successful suit of an honora-

[

{some very strange suspicion of him.”

Instantly the woman in her was up

do battle for the object it sought to
shield. *“It is enough that 1 know he
ijs a man who has had a great wrong
done him. That's one way of making
a woman believe that you love her—
when she's trring to belp some one In
trouble, make It harder for her—be
jealous,” she finished, with a bitter
laugh.

“] am jealous—I do not deny that
But 1 am. first of all things, & man of
honor.” he said quietly enough. al-
though white with anger. His voice
trembled with emotion as he added,
with simple dignity: *Do you think a
man of Wonor have suspicion of a rival
only because he is jealous? Do you
think I would suspect him only for
that?”

“] can't discuss it with you,” she re-
turned coldly. Leaning on the balco-
oy railing, she promptly became ab-
sorbed in the wonders of the night.

Recognizing the sign of dismissal
he yet hesitated, miserably conscious
that he had offended, but still feeling
justified in the position he had as-
sumed, still holding that those emo-
tions which had prompted his words
were but natural, impersonal and sin-
cere. It was his right to protect the
girl he loved from the wiles of a name-
less adventurer. of whose integrity he
had the gravest doubts. It was his

| right to protect her from herself. for.

deny it as she might, it was all too

impostor had succeeded where others

| had failed and that Adele ha¢ discard-

ble rival would have been difficult .
enough to recognize, but this encroach- |

ment of a stranger who at the best
was a masquerader if not a character
more sinister and disreputable was in-

ered from Mr. Randall's manner that
he suspec ed their guest of being
guilty" of something more criminal
than assuming a name to which be
bad no right.

Thus, even while the young creole
and Aarop prayed that Tom Randall’s
arrival would be hastened and coinci-
dent with it free vent could be given
to their suspicions, Larkin Bunce ear-
pestly hoped to the contrary—hoped
that Kirby would suddenly realize his
danger, growing the more deadly and

certain as every minute passed, and |
| gifl, looking directly at M. Veaudry.

would ride for the river before the
coming of Nemesis.

But evidently nothing was more re-
mote from that reckless_young gentle-

| you what he wiil not tell me.

tolerable. for M. Veaudry had gath- |him to tell you what be thinks about

ed all sorrow with her mourning and
was vielding to a fascination tbat he
firmly believed would prove her ruin.

While he still hesitated, afraid to
make an enemy of the girl be loved.
yet stubborn in his resolution to
thwart Kirby. Aaron Randall, suspect-
ing some such controversy as had tak-
en place. joined them on the balcony
and Anatole, with evident relief, turn
ed again to Adele.

“Maderiselle, here v your cousin

He will not be thought to be jealous,”
he said gravelr. “1 ask him to teli
1 ask

this gentleman.”

“Cousin Aaron.” replied the girl,
turning and confronting the two from
whom she had most to fear, “in my
brother’s absence you respect my au-
thority here, do you not? Very well,
then. My introduction of this gentle-
man as Colonel Moreau is enough for
you."”

“It must be, Cousin Adele,” replied
Aaron, evidently greatly perplexed and
troubled.

“and 1 am responsible for my ac-
tions only to my brother,” added the

He flushed under the scrutiny of her
eyes and the significant inflection of
her voice.

| some authority from him. instructing

“li hs alselive | wollid protect doa
I weid aet for him,” be protested des
perately. |

“You nar when yon have
thorin util then T bhid yen ad
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. singing,
nut so wuch honorieg
Kirhy's favorite sous
of which Auntole

It intervals sinee

spatehes
the other hummin
his arrival,  Ciearer,
sounded the words until the music -

sneclel, purel

an anthem and cipe stea

cended i
e out of the window to mingle with |
the soft mul r of the nizht, to blend |
with the u ql, far distant ha [
of the stars. Anatole stood tron
a prey to the bitterest emotion
which man was ever hostage,

“You hear®" he cried passionateiv,
turning to Aaron.  “For the fiest i
sinca how long?  Now she wear uo
more black.  Now she is no more s
jent. Now she sing, not for her broth.
er, not for those who love her, not for
me''—

“No: it's for Colonel Moreau” fin-
ished the older man, throwing away
his cizar.

The ereole laughed harshly, contemip-
tuously, his black eyes suapping with
passion. “For ‘Colonel Moreau® I
dare you—look me in the face and
say that man is Colonel Moreau,” wav-
ing a trembling band to the window.

“I shall tell you nothing,” repliel
Aaron sternly. “No matter what I sus-
pect, 1 don’t know. And 1 won't let
a wan be killed until 1 do know.”

“When you met this man you did not
know him,” said Anatole, with slow
significance, I think to myself—who
can he be? [ make a guess and au-
other guess and another guess, but |
2m not sure.”

“Exactly,” commented Mr. Randall.
with some sharpness. “There you are.
You are not sure. Neither am I
There is nothing to do but to awail
Tou: Randall's arrival or, failing that.

3 1o

us how to act: otherwise our honor
binds us. and we must meet this dif-
ficult matter with such patience and
fortitude as we may posséfls, At the
game time I thoroughly understand
your feelings. and you have my entire
sympatby. Let us pray this unbear-
able suspense will soon be terminared.
for 1 make a poor and unwilling con-
gpirator.”

Meanwhile, at the card table, Messrs.
Kirby and Bupce had been acting, for
the benefit of the audience, a farce
comedy bordering on the burlesque.
‘Pwo seasoned gamblers, men who knew
every game and trick embraced In
cards and to whom the pasteboards
were as familiar as one's knife and
fork. it was somewhat difficult to sim-
ulate that chronic state of Ignorance
for which their self relegated position
in society should attest.

Moreover. Kirby's native histrionic
abllity was badly handicapped by his
thoughts being solely centered upon
the now absent Adele, while the
worthy Bunce’s patural clumsiness was
greatly enhanced by anxiety over their
rutual safety. re-enforced by a per-
spiring embarrassment at finding hlm-
self a unit of such society. Happily
for them their partners were not of a
sugpicious or Inquiring turu of mind
and were entirely engrossed with the

game.
“You gentlemen kbow the cards a

little?” Mme., Davezac had veutured,
with a charming and gulleless bellef
in their ignorance. “Well, we shall
teach you something uew of the game,
mym-h

“I'll be glad to learn something new
about it,” Kirby replied. with gravity
and perfect truth.

Mme. Davezac, with sadly amateur-
ish fingers, assisted with many a flour-
ish, intended to impress the presuma-
ble tyros with a fitting admiration for
her skill, proceeded to cut the deck,
while Bunce eved her gluomily and
mentally criticised what he termed a
“dirty rifie.~ His professional dignity
was outr 4ed by the fact that she had
cut to & last card and theu serenely
reunit the deck. and. forgetting him-

self. e was about to assert his rights
and demand a new shuffle when a
warning kick from Kirby checked him.
“Ah. 'tis your deal”” Mme. Davezac
at length exclaimed, tendering the |
cards to Bunce. “First you must make |
the cards well—mix them. so—like
you saw me. See, you suf-fel, as they
call it. You think you can do that?”
“Yes'm, I reckon I can git that fur,”
he ventured modestly, Taking the
deck, he promptly forgot his role and
proceeded to give a very fine demon-
gtration of the professional shuffle,
gpreading the cards iu the air between

(Continued on Page 10.)
I's the World's Best.

No one has ever made a salve,oint-
ment or balm to compare with Buck-
len’s Arnica Salve., It’s the one per-
fect healer of Cuts, Corns, Burns,

Eczema, Salt Rheum. For Sore

| Eves, Cold Sores, Chapped Hands or

{Snrains it’s supreme. Infallible for
Only 25¢ at M L Allen’s.
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Bruises, Sores, Scalds, Boils, Uleers, |

| Piles.
|

T UR—
stimuian
stimuian
vthis

a strong
 alcohol.
§ Heknow

!m‘
Consti

breath, debility

nic or

There is an immense difference bebeeen a tonic and a

mulant?

St

S S
Liictb o d

t. Up ene day, way back ine next;
t. Steady progress day hy doy toward perfoc

L
~—

3 :
Cosg?s e N T o S LG | I
that's a tenic. Aver's Saisapari:aa 18 a tonw, 8
- ren g " : N g 3
toniz. The only Sarsaparilla entiriy iree tromyg
™ e ST gl 5
Do net shmuiale uniess vour ancior siys r:-i
s 5 x Fred il Ry i
g, Askenim. Doasnespvs, 0. ! |
A VIR S TR TR TY SO ST -":ZT_EA". d ‘I
‘he one vreat cause of siok-he o, Infiousness 5 , bud
ae vnespess,  Has your doctor ever recumnmended Aver's Pilisto you?
T T e W - 4 = » — T

boy cut
from us.

who are

For Your Boy

A mission room is best,—it’s more comfortable to ]ounge in.

Such a room would do more than a year of sermons to keep a

and want advice as to how to make golden oak or other pieces
harmonize into a complete Mission effect come in and ask our clerks

CARCLi:. FURNITURE COMPANY

It should include a white iron bed of simple lines,
gpread of unbleached linen with stenciled borders, simple
colored rug of appropriate design, a couple of comfortable
Mission chairs, a table or desk of the same Jission design,
a book shelf to match, a chiffonier with a scarf also of un-
bleached linen with stencil border, a few wood pictures,
and best of all a STEARNS & FOSTER MATTRESS
that will insure his baving the sound comfortable sleep so
necessary for his growth and health.

of bad company. It doesn't cost very much,—if you buy
If you only need a piece or two to fill out the equipment,

all equipped with the necessary information.

Dan't farget the STEARNS & FOSTER, MATTRESS.
It is th:e most important thing of all. It comes in four grades
of superiority, $10.50 to $22.50 and each grade is the best fossi-
bie vakie for the money. We sdll it on 60 nights guarantes,
moncy back i ¥ you are not absolutely satisfed.
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BAAKAN

FRESH HOME-MADE SAUERKRAUT.

Highest Cash Prices paid for Poultry, Eggs,

® GpHe People’s MarKet, %

CUGSCTTPUSTUTTTTTCTTTITTITEITEOGS

Choice Beef, Pork
and Mutton.

Hides and Furs.

H. A.MILLER, Proprietor.
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We have in stock one solid car load of the O.
K. Stoves and Ranges.

portant feature. If you buy an
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you will be satisfied. You will get your mon=
ey’s worth. That’s the reason we sell and
guarantee them, because we know they are

est Prices and Square Dealings to all.

Farmers’ Supply Co.,

90000000:0000.0.0000.0000

@

Try one. Remember our policy: Low-
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STREE, - - South Carolina

Professional Cards,

M. A. WOODS,

DENTIST,

Qffice over Singletary Bldg.
£S'PHONE NO. 62.2

LAKECITY, - S.C

W. Leland Taylor,

' DENTIST,

KINGSTREE, - S.C.

e e d

M. D). Nesmith
DENTIST,

LAKE CITY,- - - S.C

~ W.L.BASS,
Attorney-at-Law,
~ LAKE CITY, S. C.

DR. R, J, MCCABE,

Dentist.
KINGSTREE, -

S.C

‘Laurence H. McCuliough,
| Civil Engineer and Surveyor
'Road and Drainage Engineering

| | Land Surveying and Mapping.

| Nesmith P. 0., S. C.

— — J. D. MOUZON’S — —

'BARBER SHOP

| —in the—

KELLAHAN HOTEL
is  equipprd  with up-to-date ap-
g&lances. Polite Service. ' ompetent
Jorkmen.
= 5=Ua.

FOR SALE.

| "rir"k in any quantity to suit purchas
= The Besi, Dry Press Machice-male

A BRICIE. X

specinl shapes ade toorder. Corres
pondenes ~nlicited betore placiog your
nrders. W, R FUNK.

Land for Sale.

One tract of 3589 acres,

i w i Ll 50 L1
. 32
One 2-horse farm to let, on shares,
For intormnation addre-s
J H CHarmax, M D,
+ Johnsonville, s C
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others are being judged.
HAMMERLESS REPEATING
SHOTGUN
The Latest Browning Patenat.

Six Skots. List Price $a7.00

raclest lines known to Sbotgua Models.
gi:ﬁ:r.u?::?q:hn
Simplest Mechenism In the World.

STEVENS SHOTGUNS, RIFLES, PISTOLS
made in the F of ision with an sc-
curacy unparalleled in the world,
Ask your Dealer. Insist on seeing the STEVENS,
n If he hasa't got it, we will send
you the gun, ex s pr . oa
pt of Liss Price, §17.00.
Your Complete Catmalog of
Steveas Shotguns, Rifles, Plstals,
as made In the famous factory
of precision s sent free the day
you ask for it

J. STEVENS
A.RHS & TOOL

Hacker Mfg. Co

GEO. S. HACKER & SON

CHARLESTON, S. C.

WE MANUFACTURE
Doors, Sash and Blinds; Columns
and Balusters:; Grllles and Gable
Ornaments; Screen Doors and Win-
dows.

WE DEAL IN

(Glass, Sash Cord and Weights.

FOLEY S ORINO LAXATIVE

R Stomach TROUBLE and CONSTIPATION

RING’S DYSPEPSIA TABLETS

Relieve Indigestion and Btomach Troubles
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