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“No: it's got an answer to it. TI'l
have to wait, 1 suppose.”

He sat down. uninvited, with an air
of mock resignatien that was too much
for Cynthia's gravity.

“Perry Wainwright,” she exclaimed
in exasperation, “how often am 1 to
tell you you musin't bother me here
in office hours®"”

“Now you've hurt my feelings,” an-
nounced Perry in solemn conviction.
“But,” he added generously, “T'll for-
give you, and to prove it I'll give youa
peace offering. See? Your old Boston
terriers Betty and Prince Charlie, and
me holding them.”

And he laid before her a photograph.
She caught it up, with a little cry of
pleasure.

“Oh, the beauties!” she exclaimed.

“We do look well in that pose” he
admitted modestly.

4] was speaking of the dogs,” she
reproved him, with lofty- scorn.

“But I'm in the picture, too,” he ex-
plained. “I'm the one with the hat
on. And'—

“Thank you so much.for the picture.
1 shall keep it always. They're the
nicest dogs 1 ever had.”

“I'm nice too. And it isn’t my fault
I'm not a dog. I"—

“I told you once before not to give
up hope. You'll grow. “I"—

“I. told that to some fellows at the
club, and we tried to figure it out, and
we decided you were guying me.”

“What clever men you must be at
that club! Are you going to the ad-
ministration ball next week?"

“Are you?"

“Whr?"

“Because that's the answer. I've
never been to an administration ball,
but if you're there 1 guess it"—

“Don't be silly. The adminisiration
ball is a very great function indeed.
T've been asking questions about it
Not only every one connected with the
administration goes, but all sorts of
capitalists and other people like that.
I've heard that some of the biggest
financial deals are arranged during
that ball. Isn't it queer?”

“Not especially. There's a deal I'm
thinking of putting through myself
that night if I don't get a good chance
earlier—a deal that means a lot to
me."”

“Then why walt till the ball?
pot'"—

“1'd do it now, only Bennett might
come in before™—

“What a worker Mr. Bennett is!”
broke in Cynthia, turning very pink
and hastening to change the subject.

“In the old days we thought he was

the soul of laziness, but now he's
working here night and day. He's not
only the youngest mayor this city ever
bad, but I think he's the busiest too.
He"—
' The eulogy on the new mayor was
cut short by that dignitary’s appear-
ance from the center room. As Alwyn
paused to hang up his coat and hat
and pul! off his gloves Crnthia bent
once more over her work, while Perry
straightened up and tried to look as
though he really had business of press-
ing importance with his honor.

The months had bronght changes to
Bennett. There were care lines on his
face, and his eves were tired. A few
silver strands, too, had crept into the
darker bair on his temples. There was
little now about him to suggest the
idler.

“Well, old man,” bhe exclaimed on
seeing Perry, “what's the excuse this
time?"

“The what?” asked the youth un-
easily.

“The excuse. You come hepe—when
T'm likely to be out—about four times
a week, and always with a perfectly
new excuse for your intrusion. I tol-
erate you for the originality of those
excuses. What is today’s?’

“] have no need of an excuse,” re-
plied Perry, with an air of burt dig-
pity. “I am the bearer of a most im-
portant message to you.”

“From whom?’
“From—f{rom—
ed this morning.”
A light came into the mayor's tired

eyes at the news.

“and the message?’ he asked ea-
gerly.

“That's the message. She’s home."”

“She sent you to tell me that?”

“No; not exactly that,” evaded Per-
ry, wriggling uncomfortably.

«well, what was her message then?”

“She—she didn’t send any."”

«Then who sent the message that
she has come home?”

«Well, the fact is I sent it myself.
That's why I brought It.”

“Oh, you poor idiot!" laughed Ben-
pett. “The same old excuse in a new
ghape! Well, now you're here, you can
stay just five minutes. 1'm too busy
to play with little boys today."”

“Little boys! I'll be twenty-two next
spring. I"—

“Any messages while I was out, Miss
Garrison?”’

“Yes, one,” answered Cynthia. “Your
mother telephoned that she would be
here at half past 2. She said she had
& surprise for you.”

“Say,” remarked Perry. feeling he was
belng excluded from the talk, “I'd go
easy on that surprise if 1 were you,
Alwyn. I've had surprises over the
telephone myself, and they're punk.
Once a girl"—

“Alderman

Why

Dallas is home; land-

Phelan would like to

‘ speak to your honor,” said Ingram, the
old doorkeeper, popping out of the
anteroom,

“Show him in,” answered Bennett
“Now, then, Perry"—

“Were von abeut to ask me to stay
awhile longer?" asked the hoy. *“Re-
cause I'm sorry, but 1 can’t.  Goodby.
Good afternoon, Miss Garrison. Glad
vou liked the photo, 8o long.
I'll bring another message from Dallas
tomorrow."”

“YWhat can Phelan want of me, 1
wonder.,” mused Bennett, half aloud
“He and 1 searcely— Good afternoon,
alderman! 1 think this is the first time
you've honored me with a visir.”

“Then b lenient with a first offense,
vour honor” sucoested Phelan,
ing hands with the mayor and nodding

ont to her own office.

hazarded Bennett.

“Maybe it Is important. and maybe it
jsn't,” returned Phelan. “It all de-
pends on whether that was a true story
in the Chronicle today about your veto-
ing the Borough Street railway bill. 1t
vou've really vetoed that bill all T'll
have to do is to say, ‘Sorry 1 can't stay
longer,' and get out.”

“No,” said Bennett, “that announce-
ment wasn’'t authorized. 1 haven't ve-
toed the Borough Street rallway bill
In fact, I haven't made public any de-
cision on it. Why¥"

“I'm glad to hear it, and, that being
the case, 1'll invite myself to a seat and
stay awhile. Say. your honor, on the
level, that Borough bill was the rawest
thing that ever came across. Gee, but
they did their work with a meat ax!”

“Then you weren't one of the alder-
men who voted for it?”

“Me? Nothin’ doing. I don't belong
to Dick Horrigan's ‘solid thirteen.' He
can’'t buy and sell me at his own
terms like he does them thirteen geez-
ers.”

“And yet, alderman, from your rep-
utation”—

“From my reputation I'm a crook,
her? Well, there's crooks and crooks.
And I'm one of the other kind, if I'm
crooked at all, which I deny most en-
thoosiastically. At least 1 follow mo
Horrigan whistle.”

“Then why are vou here in regard
to the Borough bill?"

“Perhaps it's on the theory of ‘set a
thief to catch a thief.” "™

“Well,” laughed Bennett, amused in
spite of himself by the alderman's
frankness, “at least you call a spade a
spade.” y

“I sure don't refer to it vague,

a ‘utensil.’” You don't need an_

note explanations in one syllable
Jimmy Phelan’s talking. Every m

a picture. If 1 hadn’t been throu,
the game from shuffie to cash I
would 1 be wise to what the Horriga:
crowd is framing up on you now?
Say, I've done some raw work in my
time, but this Borough business is the
coarsest yet. They must think you're
the original Mr. Good Thing.”

“You speak as if 1 were to be made

responsible for'—
L “And ain't yon?" cried Phelan. “Sure
you are. When the people get wise to
what they're up against and com-
mence to do their scream will they re-
member that So-and-so framed the bill
and that such and such aldermen vot-
ed for it? Not them. What the publie
will remember is that you signed It.
1’1l go sereechin' down the corridors
of time as ‘the iniquitous Borough
franchise Lill that Bennett signed.
Catch the idea™™

“Yes," sald Bennett grimly; “1 un-
derstand. But what 1 don’t see is why
you should have taken the trouble to
come here and warn me of this.

You've never shown any special fond-
ness for me hitherto.”

“That's right. DBut I've shown
bunches of unfondness for Chesty Dick
Horrigan. And Horrigai's the man
who's rushing the Borough bill through.
Lord, what a bill! It's so crooked that
if it was laid out like a street the man
who tried to walk along it would meet
himself coming back. Why, your hon-
or, I"—

“Mr. Wainwright. your bhonor,” said
Ingram at the door; “says he won't de-
tain you long.”

“Let him in if you like,” suggested
Phelan. “I can wait. Shall 1 go into
the other”—

“No. Wait here If you choose. His
business isn't likely to be private.”

“I'm sorry te break in on your rush
hours,” said Walnwright as be ad-
vanced to greet the mayor. “1 won't
keep you long. Good afternoon, alder-
man.”

“Howdy,” returned Phelan, walking
over to the far end of the office, where,
by falling into deep and admiring
stody of a particularly atrocious por-
trait of some earlier mayor, he denoted
that he was temporarily out of the
conversation.

“I'll come to the point at once, Mr.
Bennett,” began Wainwrigbt. “I call-
ed to see you about the Borough Street
railway bill.”

“That's an odd coincidence,” answer-
ed Bennpett. “I was going to cali you
up this afternoon and ask your opinion
of it. What do you think of the meas-
ure "

“What does he think of it?' mutter-
ed Phelan, addressing the portrait in
an aside that was perfectly audible.
“What does he think of it? And him
ownin’ the rival road! Oh, easy! Ask
him a real hard one!”

“You're mistaken, alderman,” re-
turned Wainwright blandly. “1 am i=-
clined to favor the passage of the Bor-
ough bill.”

Phelan shot one keen glance of in-
credulity at the financier, then wheeled
about and resumed his rapt study ef
the portrait.

“Yes,” continued Wainwright, “I ad-
mit that my City Surface line is in a
way the rival of the Borough Street
railway, but in a big city like this
there’s surely room for both lines to
carry on a prosperous business, 80 why
should they try to injure each other?”
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was following -a Phelan, who had
never once removed his eyes from the

“Well, young man!"” sald he.

“Well, sir!” said Thompson in mild
surprise. |

“You remember me?"

“I don't think so, sir.”

“Huh! That's queer!
Phelan of the Eighth.” !
_“I've read about you, of course, sir, |
but 1"— |

“But you don’t know me? Never et |
me before?”

seeretary, stepped in front of him. |
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I'm Alderman
|

“I'm sorry, sir. but 1 can’'t recall it |J take it or not, as he says.

if 1 did. Good day, sir.” |

The secretary hurried out after his |
empioyer. Phelan, with a puzzled shake §
of the head, seemed trying to solve |
some elusive problem. But Bennett,
who had not noted the brief sceue be-
tween Thompson and the alderman,
broke in on the latter's musings with
the remark: |

“You appeared to be amazed at Mr.
Wainwright's attitude toward the Bor-
ough Street rallway franchise.”

“*Amazed §s a mild, gentle word for |
my feeling,” declared the alderman. |
“To hear that old flint heart prattlin’
about widows and orphans and falr
play—why, say, your honor, 1 know
Charles Wainwright from way back,
and I tell you he bas the same affec-
tion for the money of widows and or-
phans that a tomecat has for a canary.
As for falr play, he wouldn't recognize
it if he was to hear it through a mega-
phone. He's up to something! 1 don’t
know just what. But I'll"—

“Come, come!” remonstrated Bennett
good humoredly. “I'm sure you do
Wainwright an injustice. He"—

“He's a fime old bird! Do you chance
to remember the Garrison case nine
years back? President Garrison of the
Israel Putnam Trust company”—

“Who shot himself after being rained
by a financier who was his dearest
friend? Yes. What has that to do
with"— 2

«with Walnwright? Ob, nothin’
much. Only Wainwright happened to
be the financier.”

“No! You must be mistaken."

«am 1? 1 ought to know something
about it. 1 was the chief of police at
the time and handled the case. It was
] who suppressed Wainwright's name.
For a small consideration 1"—

“Walnwright!”" gasped Bennett.
gll men! But"—

“So you see why 1 coppered the
‘mercy’ and ‘fair play’ cards when he
dealt 'em just mow,” purred Phelan.
“wThere's something blg behind this
talk of his in favor of the Borough
bill. Wasn't it at his house last sum-
mer that Horrigan offered you the nomi-
pation? That's the story, and"—

“Yes. On the 2ith of July. He"—

“The 25th of July, hey? That was
the day he had me out there. The day
I met that fellow Gibbs. By the way,
your honor, the papers say it's Gibbs'
firm that's buyin’ all that Borough
stock. They've been buyin' it up on
the quiet for months. 1 begin to see a
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Bennett, sir,” said Ingram.

aght you was gingle!” exclalm-
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1y mother. Show ber in.”

the musty antechamber came

e of femdnine attire, and Mrs.

came in. Devoted as he was
,other, Alwyn now had po eyes
s for over her shoulder he had
. a glimpse of another face.

JONTINTED NEXT WEEK. |

The Family
Physician

The best medicines in the
world cannot take the place of
the family physician. Consult
him early whes taken ill. If
the trouble is with your
throat, bronchial tubes, or
lungs, ask him about taking
Avyer’s Cherry Pectoral. Then

dquarters
=For Hardware.

If there is anything in Farmers’, Builders’
susefurnishing Hardware that you want
tlet us have the privilege of quoting
We can assure you that you will

rices.
Ja nere
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Bigger Stock ¥
Bought Closer
Sold Closer

S0 9 by s s o) ) i s 9 i o o o i v
We have bought this season in larger ||
quantities at closer figures than ever before in
the history of the Hardware trade in Kings-
tree. We are now headquarters in this coun-
ty for
Hardware, Paints, Oils, Glass, Varnish-
es, Cutlery, Rope, Tools, Wire, Cook
Stoves and Favorite Ranges.

.. Coffins and Caskets. ..

Services Rendered Day or Night.

SR AR S A S AR

KINGSTREE HARDWARE GOMPANY,

J. L. STUCKEY,

Lake City, S, C.

EXCLUSIVELY LIVE STOCK.

A nice bunch of HORSES and MULES
always on hand. Donm’t buy or sell or J
trade your stock without giving me a
show. |

Yours for business,

We publish our formulas

er:

Bilious attacks, sick-headaches, indiges-
tion, constipation, dizzy spells —these
are some of the resMits of an inactive
liver. Ask your doctor if he endorses
Ayer’s Pills in these cases. The dose
is small, one pill at bedtime.

=—nade by the J. C. Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.—

We banish aloohol
from our medicines
We urge you %0
consult your
doctor

Departure of Passenger
Trains at Kingstree,
The Atlantic Coast Line railroad
has promulgated the following
schedule, which oecame effective
Monday,September 7, 1908.

—NORTH BOUND-—

No 80 7:40 a. m,
*No 46 11:42 a. m.
No 78 5:53 p. m.

—SOUTH BOUND—

No ¥ 10:52 a. m.
*No 47 5:53 p. m. |
No 389 9:06 p. m. |

*DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY.

Sour
Stomach

No appetits, logs of strength, narvouss
pess, headache, constipation, bad breath,
general debllity, sour risings, and catarrh
of the stomach ars all dus_to Indigestion,
Kodol relieves indigestion. This new discow
ery represents the natural juices of diges-
tion as they exist in & healthy stomach,
combined with the greatest known tonlg
and reconstructive properties. Kodol for
dyspepsia does not only relieve indigestion
and dyspepsia, but this famous remed)
helps all stomach troubles by cleansing
purifying, sweetening and strengthening

the mucous membranes lining fhe stomach.

Mr. S. N "
* 1 was troubled with sour stomach for twenty years,
Kodol cured me and we are now using it in milk

for baby.'
FOR BACKACH l-."lll KIDNEYS

TR
PeWITT'S KIDNEY and BLADDER PILLS—3ars asd Sshy
Prepared by . O. DeWITT & 0O, Chicage

For Sale by W L Wallace.

work, because it is a perfect diges-
ter.

healthy, vigorous stomach.
will digest all the food you eat;
not a part of it, but all of it.

ach, it upbuilds the entire system,
and wards off dangerous ailments,
because it enables you to get all
the nourishment and

and maintain strength. Don't diet

Why and How
Kodol Will Help You

Kodol helps your stomach do its

Kodol supplies the same diges-
tive juices that are found in a ’
W

Indigestion,

Dyspepsia,
Sour Stomach,
Digats all

the food

you eat.

Makes your
stomach strong.
Money back

if it fails.

It is the only preparation that

That is why Kodol helps you.
Kodo! not only helps your stom-

life-giving

qualities out of the food you eat.
Giving you good, rich blood.
You must eat in order to llve

or starve yourself. Eat what you
want. Let Kodol digest it. This is
how Kodol helps you. It digests
all your food and does it complete-

Perfectly harmless.

You only take Kodol when you
peed it. You don’t have to depend
on it

Our Guarantee

@Go to your drugglst today and get a dol-
lar bottie. Then after you have used the
entire contents of the boitle if you can
bonestly say, that it has pot done you any

, return the bottle to the druggist and

will refund your money without ques-
tion or delay. We will then pay the dru
for the bottle. Don't hesitate, &

gglsts know that our guarantee is good.

This offer applies tothel bottle only

:l“ to b\:i og; !ni a family. e large bot-

e contains times as much aa the fifty
cent bottle.

Kodol is prepared at the labora-

toriesof E.C. DeWitt & Co., Chicago.

Flower Language Post Cards~-a Series of 12 Free fo Yo

message of the flowers?
series will appeal to you.

absolutely free and prepaid
months' trlal subscription to
are strictly high class.
and has the meaning of
in flower mottoes and floral designs, To 1illustrate, in this series the
pepples spell out the words
chrysanthemums
be disappointed because
kind and are novel In
ara taken from real paintings,
paper that is waterproof and not easily solled.

« Write to me personally to-day and T'll lose no time In sending them
to you—charges prepaid.
promptly gets a pleasant surprise,
supply of cards is limited, =0 do not delay. D. R. OSBORNE, Nashville, Tenn.

Do you know the meaning of the flower language? Can you read th
If you are & lover of souvenir post cards this

You may have this set of beautiful flower cards: you may have them
if you will send me only 10 cents for a four
the Southern Agriculturist. These post cards
Each card represents a beautiful scenic view
the flower language worked out most beautifully

“I dream of thee,” the lilles *peace,” the
“Y love you,” the violets “faithfulness,” etc. You won't
these cards are really different from the ordinary
design and attractive In appearance. These cards
and are reproduced on excellent coated

Remember this also; every one that answers
TDon't forget to ask about it. My




