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CHAPTER XXL

AY was breaking as Glenister

came down the mountain. With

the first light he halted to

gean the trail, and, having no
means of knowing that the fresh tracks
he found were not those of the two
piders he fellowed, he urged his lather.
ed horse ahead till be became suddenly
conscious that he was very tired and
had ot slept for two dayvs and nights,
The recollection did uvot reassure the
youug mau, for his body was a wespon
which must not fail in the slightest
measure now that there was work to
do. Even the unwelcome speculation
ppon his physical bundicap offered re-
lief, however, from the agony which
fed upon him whenever he thought of
Helen in the gambler's hands. Mean-
while the horse, groaning at his mas-
ter's violence, plunged onward toward
the roofs of Nome, now growing gray
in the first dawn.

It seemed years since Roy bad seen
the sunlight, for this night, burdemed
with suspense, had been endlessly long.
His body was faint beneath the straln.
and yet he rode on and on, tired, dog-
ged, stony, his eyes set toward the sea,
his mind a.storm of formless, whirling
thoughts, beneath which was an unde-
viating, implacable determination.

He knew now that he had sacrificed
all hope of the Midas, and likewlise the
hope of Helen was gone; in fact, be
began to realize dimly that from the
hecinning he had never had the possi-
hiitr of winulpg ber, that she had
never been destined for him and that
hix love for her had been sent as a
1ight by which he was to find himself.
He had failed everywhere; he had be-
eome an outlaw; he had fought and
gone down, certain only of his recti-
tude and the mastery of his unruly
gpirit. Now the bour had come when
ke would perform bis last mission, de-
riving therefrom that satisfaction
which the gods could not deny. He
would have his vengeance,

The scheme took form without con-
sclous effort on his part and embraced
two things—the death of the gambler
and a meeting with McNamara, Of
the former, he had no more doubt than
that the sun rising there would sink
in the west. So well confirmed was
this bellef that the detalls did not en-
gage his thought: but on the result of

the other encounter he speculated with |

some Interest. From the first McNa-

mara had Leen a riddle to him, and
His blind, |

mystery breeds curlosity.
nstipetive hatred of the man had as-
gumed the proportions of & mania; but
ag to what the outcome would be when
they met face to face, fate alone could
tell. Anyway. McNamara should never

oo man inside. oy was

ot ta tptoe out as he had come
when  the hidden man  eleared  his
theoat. It s in these  inveinntary

| <omeds that the volee retains its nat-
ursl anelity were distinetly even than
! In speaking. A Stringe eaZerness grew
| in tilenister's face, and be approached
{ the partition stealthily. It was of wood
| and tue panes clouded and
|n|::lql:l' to a height of some six feet;
but, stepping upoa a chair, he peersd
L into the room heyond. A man knelt in
| a litter of | apers before the open safe,
its drawers and compartments remov-
lml amnd their coutents scattered. The
| watcher lowered himself, drew his gun
|:11|d laid =oft hand upon the doorknob.
turning the latch with firm fingers. His
vengeance had come to meet him,

After lying In wait during the long
night, certain that the vigilantes would
spring his trap, McNamara was as-
tounded at news of the battle at the
Midag and of Glenister's success. He
stormed and cursed his men ss cow-
ards. The judge became greatly exer-
cised over this new development.
which, coupled with his uight of long
anxiety, reduced him to a pitiful hys-
teria.

“They'll blow us up next. Great
heavens! Dynamite! Oh, that is bar-
barons, For heaven's sake, get the sol-
dlers out, Alec.”

“Ay, we can use them now." There-
upon McNamara roused the command-
ing officer at the post and requested
him to accouter & troop and have them
ready fo march at daylight, threm be-
stirred the judge to start the wheels of
his court and Invoke thds military ald
in regular fashion.

“Make it all a matter of record,” he
gaid. “We want to keep our skirts
clear from now on."

“But the townspeople are against
us.” quavered Stillman, “They'll tear
us 1o pieces”

“Let ‘em try. Once I get wy band
on the ringlender, the rest may riot
and be damped.”

Althorgh he bhad made less display
than bid the judge, the receiver was
no less worried about Ilelen, of whom
no uews cawme, His jealousy, funned
to red heat by the discovery of her
earlier defection, was enbanced four-
fold by the thought of this last adven-
e, Something told bim there was
treachery afoot, and when she did not
return at dawn ke Legan to fear that
she had east in her lot with the riot
| ers. This aroused a perfect deliriumn
of doubt and auger till he reasomed
| further that Struve, baving gone with
| her, must also be a traitor. lle recog-

nized the menace in this fact, knowing
| the man’s venality, so begun to reckon
;c;lr(‘full_\' its siguificance. What could
| Struve do* What proof had he? Me-

whiss,

have Helen—Roy believed hls misslon | Namara started and, seizing his hat,
eovered that point as well as her de- | hyrried stralght to the lawyer's office
Hverance from the Broneo Kid. When | gy let Limself in with the key be car-
be had finished, he would pay the | rjed. It was light enongh for Lim to

vou. It's grown on me tll shootiL
wouldn't satisfy me, Ever had th
fevling” Well, I'm going to choke v
life ont of you with my bare bands’

McNamara squared himself. _

“1 wouldn't advise you to try it
have lived longer than you, and [
| aever beaten. but 1 know the fe
' vou speak about. [ have it now.”
| His eyes reved rapidly up and di
| the other's formn, nating the lean thy
and close drawn belt, which lent .
appearjuce of spiarseness, belied on.
Ly the neck and shoulders. He hul.lg
beaten better men, aml be reisoned *
that if it came to a physica
these eramped guarters his
weight would mwore than o
perior agility the miner mig.
The longer he lovked the e
vielded to hits hatred of the man
i him aud the more cruelly be loo
| satisfy it, ‘

“Take off your coat,” said Gle
“Now turn around. All right! I
wanted to see if you were Iying a'
your gun."”

=1'll kill you!” ecried MeNamard. ‘
Glenister laid his six shooter upon
safe and slipped off his own wet g
ment. The difference was more mark
el now and the advantage ore
| strongly with the receiver. Thongl
they had avoided aflusion to It each
knew that this fight had nothing to
do with the Midas and each realizet“
whence sprang their flecce enmity.
And it was meet that they should
come torether thus. It had been the
one cerlaln and logical event which
they had felt Inevitably approaching
from long back. And It was fitting,
moreover, that they should fight alone
and unwitoessed, armed only with the
weapons of the wilderness, for they
were both of the far, free lands. were
both of the fighter's type and had
both warred for the first great prize.

They met ferociously. MeNamara
almed a fearful blow, but Glenister
wet him squarely, beating him off
sleverly, stepping in and out, hils
arms swinging loosely from his shoul-
ders like whalebone witbes tipped with
lead. He moved lightly, hix footlng
mide deubly secure I:y{eawu of his

soft soled mukluks, Recognizing his
opponent’s greater weight, he und:
took merely to stop the bead)
rushes and remain out of reack
long as possible. He struck the
tician fairly in the wmouth go *

man's head snapped Lack ° .
went wild, then, befq .8
»ould grasp him, the m. ak-
en ground and whipped & olow
across, hut McNumara wis « boxer
himself, so covered and Ulocked it
The politiciun spat through his mash-
ed lips and rushed agaln, sweeping
hig opponent from his feet. Again
Glenister’'s fist shet forward like a
lump of granite, but the other came on
head down and the blow finished too
high, lunding on the big man’s brow.
A sudden darting agony paralyzed
Rox's haund, amd he reallzed that he
had broken the metacarpal bones and
that henceforth it would be useless.
Before he could recover MceNamara
had passed under his extended arm
and seized him by fhe middle, then,
thrusting his left leg back of Roy’s,
he whirled him from his balance, fling-
fng him clear and with resistless force.
It seemed that a fatal fall must fol-
low, but the youth squirmed catlike
in the air. landing with set muscles
which rebounded like rubber. Even
g0. the receiver was upon him before
he could rise, reaching for the young
mau's throat with his heavy hands.
Roy recognized the fatal “strangle”
held and, seizing his enemy's wrists,
endeavored to tear them apart, but
his left hand was useless, g0 with a

price. If he had the luck to escape,
he would go back to his hills and his
solitude: If e did not, his future would
be in the hands of his enemies.

He entered the silent streets unob-
served. for the mists were heavy and
lew. Smoke columns arose vertically
fn the still alr. The rain had ceased.

baving beaten down the waves which |
rumbled against ihe beach, filling the !

streets with their subdued thunder. A
ship anchored In the offng. bad run
in from the lee of Sledge Island with
the first lull, while midway to the
ghore a tender was rising and falling.
fts oars fashing like the sllvered
feelers of a sea Insect crawling upon
the surface of the ocean.

He rode down Front street heedless

of danger, heedless of the comment his |

appearance might create, and, unseen,
entered his enemy’s stronghold. He
passed a gambling hall, through the
windows of which came a sickly vel-
low gleam. A man came out ub-
gteadily and stared at the horseman.
then passed on.

Glenister’s plan was to go stralght to
the Northern and from there to track
down its owper relentlessly. but In
order to reach the place his course led
bim past the office of Dunbam &
Btruve. This brought back to his mind
the man dying out there ten milles ut
‘his back. The scantiest humanity de-
manded that assistance be sent at
once. Yet he dared not give word
openly, thus betrayring his presence, for
it was necessary that he maintain his
Hberty during the mext hour at all haz-
ards. e suddenly thought of an ex
.pedient and relued In his horse, which
sstopped with wide spread legs and de-
Jected head while he dismounted and
ielimbed the stairs to leave a note upon
the door. Some one would see the
message shortly and recognize Its
urgency.

In dressing for the battle at the Mi-
das on the previous night he had re-
iplaced his leather boots with “muk-

Juks,” which are waterproof, light and |

pllable footgear mude from the skin of
geal and walrus, He was thus able to
move as noiselessly as thougl in moce-
casins. Finding neither pencil nor pa-
per in his pocket, Le tried the outer
door of the office, to find it unlocked.
Ile stepped inside and listened, then
moved toward a table on which were
writing materials. but in dolug so
heard a rustle in Struve's private of-
fice. Lividently his soft xoles had no#

decipher the characters on the safe
| lock as he turned the combination, so
| he set to work scauning tlre endless
| bundles withiu, bLoping that after ali
: the man bad taken with him no Incrim-
i’lnul]ng evidence. Once the searcher
paused at some fancied sound, but
| when nothing came of it drew his re-
volver and laid it before bim just in-
sidle the safe door and close beneath
{ his haud, continuing to run through
| the documents while his uneasiness in-
| creased. He had been engaged so for
| some thme when lhe heard the faintest
| creak at his back, too slight to alarm
i and just sutficient to break his tension
and cause bim fo jerk his head about.
| Framed In the open door stood Itox
Glenister watching him,

MeNamara's astouishmeut was so
| genuine that he leaped to his feet,
faced ubout, and prompted by a secre-
| tive iustinet swung to the safe door as
though to guard its contents. He bad
{acted upon the jmpulse before realiz-
I111;: that his weapon was Inside and
| that now, although the door was not
i locked, it would require that one dan-
| gerous, yes, fatal second to open It.
| The two men stared at each other
| for a time, silent apd mallguant, their
f glances meeting like blades; in the old-
,er man's face a look of defiance, in the
youunger's & dogged and grim purposed
enmity. MeNawara's first perturba-
{ tion left him calm, alert, dangerous,
whereas the continued contemplation
of his enemy worked In Glenister to
destroy his composure, and his purpose
baged forth unhidden.
| He stood there unkewpt sud soiled,
;the clean sweep of jaw and throat
| overgrown with a three days' black
{ stubble, his bair wet and matted, bis
| whole left side foul with clay where
| he had fallen in the darkness. A mud-
| dy red streak spread downward from a
| cut above his temple, beneath his eyes
' were sagging folds, while the flicker at
| his mouth corners betrayed the bhigh
. nervous pitch to which he was keyed.
*“I have come for the last act, Mc-

Namara. Now we'll have it out man
to man.”

The politician shrugged bis shoulders, |
“You have the drop va me. 1 am an-
Larmed.” At which the miner's face

Lghted fiercely, sl he chuekled,

| “Ah, that's almost too gomd to be
litrue. I have dreamed about such a
thing. and I have been hungry to feel
your throat since the first time I saw

mighty wrench he freed himself, and.
lecked in emch other's arms, the men
strained and swayed about the office
till their neck veins were bursting,
their muscles paralyzed.

Men may fight duels calmly, may
shoot or parry or thrust with cold de-
liberation, but when there comes the
jar of body to body, the sweaty con-
tact of skin to skin, the play of lron
muscles, the painful gasp of exhaus-
tion—then the mind gves skittering
back into its dark recesses while ev-
ery venomous passion leaps forth from
its hiding place and joins in the horrid
war.

They tripped acrpss the floor. crash-
ing inte the partition, which split.
showering them with glass. They fell

| They tripped ucross the floor, crashing
into the partitam.

and rolled Io it, then, 'by counsent,
wrenched themselves apart, rose, eye
to eye. their juws hauging, their lunge
wheezing, their faces trickliog blood
and sweat. Roy's left hand pained Bim
excruciatingly, while McNamara's mac-
erated lips had turned outward in a
hideous pout. They crauched so for an
justant, eruek, bestial—tben clinched
again, The office-ittings were wrecked
utterly, and the room became a litter
of ruins. The men's girments fell
'I:u\':s,\' till their breasts were bare and
| their arms swelled white and knotted
throush the rags. They konew no pain,
their hodies were insensate mechan-
isms,

Gradually the older man's_face was

[Continued on page 3.]
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COTTON IS KING

—AND THE PRINCE REGENT IS—
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There will be a number of subjects of both in Lake City this
Fall and we are ready to serve them. In anticipation of the
splendid crop prospect we are repairing our warehouse so as to
enlarge our floor space, and rather than remove the stock of O.K.
Queen Stoves and Ranges from: warehouse we have ireduced the

price
20 FPerxr Cenrt.

We have just received a carload of Wire Fence, which is of-
fered at a low price. Remember we are headquarters for Benja-
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126 Evans 'Phone 1962
FLORENCE, S. C.
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