IVESTIGATION OF WILLIAMSBURG
COUNTi DISPENSARY BOARD.

ADDITOR W. B. WEST AND SOLICITOR W. B. WELLS PROBE THORQUGHLY INTO

THE NATTER OF ALLEGED GRAFT
PENSARIES—THE

IN WILLIANSBURG COUNTY DIS-
OFFICIAL REPORT.

[Continued from last week.]

Q Dr Bass, have you ever

written a leiter to Mr Blank in| A. There was no body else 10]orders had been padded?
‘buy from. All of them are Jews

reference to that visit of his?

A. No sir,nothing to Mr Blaok.
‘Iwrote to the house and asked
_ where was Mr Blank. Asked them

to let me know where was Mr Blank.

Q. What did you want to know

about Mr Blank? :
* A. Iwassuspicions and I want-
ed to know if be knew anything

about it. 1 wrote te the United
Distilbag Co. and saked them if he

was etill in Charleston, L
Q. If you had found put that
he was still in Charleston what
would bave been your next move?
A. Idon't know, I suppose I
would have watched bim. _
Q. Did they answer your lette
A. Yes gir, they said he was
still in Charleston.

Q. Their representive?

A. Yessir '
+ Q. Have vou the letter you re-

ceived from the United Dietilling
Co?

A. Nosir, I don’t know where|
it is. It wagin the office 1 put
iton file

Solicitor Wells:

Q. Where did you see this man
Blank?

A. He came to my house.

Q. On February 19 of this year
in the presence of Mr Coward and
Mr Brownn the dispgpsary office,
did you say you had written them
probably three months afterwards
for the reason that he might kick
up some devilment around the State,
referring to Blank?

A. I don’t remember that I ever
mentioned it to them.

Q. Do you deny it?

A. T don’t remember. There is
pothing to deny about it if I had
gaid 1t. I pever wrote Mr Blank
snd so stated.

Q. About two weeks ago did
you see Garrett’s wine man?

A. 1 did not.

Q. He didn’t com= down there
aud want to buy any barrels frem
you?

A. Noasirn

Q. Did you get s quart bottle of
wipeat the dispensary but after-
wards when they went £ check up
in the presence of Mr Brown and
Parker tell them to charge it to the
breskage account, and Mr Parker
did charge it to breakage account?

A. Some time ago they got in
gome wine they could not sell and I|
went in there and got a bottle to
gee what the trouble was.

Q. Did you pay for it?

A. 1donot know whether it is
charged to breakage accountor not.
1 do not remember whether I paid
forit or not. They said it was no
good, was spoiled,and I got it to see
whether it was or not. Did not
think it was necessary to pay for it.

Q. Did you tell them that you
intended to bring the bottle back so
that it could be put in as breakage?

A, Idon't remember charging
it. [Idid not think it necessary.

Q. Suppose Mr Brown or Mr
Coward would make a statement to
that effect?

A. Well, it might have been. 1
took it out to see whether the wine
was spoiled or not. Got the bottle
in the presence of all of them. Do
pot remember what I said to them,
1t is for medicinal purposes and not
for drinking purposes. But what I
did with it I do not remember. I
did not think it of any importance.

Q. In the latter part of the old
sdministration did you say in the
presence of Mr Coward in the dis-
pensary something that Mr Gilland
bas stated:that you said that Bluth-
enthal&Bickert were a rotten set of

Jews and also spoke in bad terms
of the Big Springs Distilling Co?

A. 1do not know that 1 spoke
of Bluthenthal&Bickert, but spoke
of Big Springs Distilling Co., and
also of Richland Distilling Co.

from them?

| but they gave us the best prices on
| things.

| Q. In the dispensary last Sep-
' tember in the presence of Mr Brown
'the clerk and Mr Coward did you

'tell them not to sell Coast Line

ifrom W P Ives & Co.,that you had
| reasops to believe there was some-
' thing wrong between these people
Iand Mr Parker?

A. 1don’t know that 1 said be-
tween them and Parker. I told

| them nat to push their goods.

Q. Howcould yon be suspicious
| of them without being suspicious of
1some member of the board?
r?| A. Ididnot call any name, I

don’t tnink.

Q. You were not suspicious of
Mr Snowden?

A. Noasir.
= Q¢ Well,:thep,if yog had no sas-
picions of him you must have been
suspicious of them and Mr Parker?

A. [donet think I mentioned
that. T told them not to create =
demand for it.

Q. But there has been a lot of
whiskey bought from W P Ives
& o sinoe that time? '

A. Yes sir. I did not susprcion
them after that time, had no occas-
ion to.

Q. -Did you tell Mr Boown in
the dispensary that Mr Parker
seerned to stick to the Big Springs
Distilling Co and seemed not to
want to buy any thing from any
body else?

A. " 1 do not remember.

Q. You do not deny it?

" A. T donot think T could have
made any such statement,. Not to
them, I confined my suspicions to
Gilland aod said very little outside.

Q. Your last statement that
you confined your suspicions to Mr
Gilland—didn’t it strike you as be-
ing very siagular that yon trusted
him with going to Savannah?

A. 1 did pot send bim there.

Q. You agreed to it and told
him you thought it would be a very
good thing?

A. 1 did oot tell him to go.
went of hisown accord.

Q Don’t you think it strange
that you suspicioned him and then
trusted him to go to Savannah?

A. 1 bad the utmost confidence
in him up to the time I got those
two letters. I had the utmost confi-
dence in him up to that time.

Q. Did any body tell you they
saw Parker talking with liquor
men?

A. Nosir, I heard of his being
in Charleston and other places and
I was snspicious of himon that ac-
count. But never heard any thing
else.

Q. Did you ever know of him
communicating with Jim Farnum?

A. Nosir. I had no suspicion
of him except for these parties tell-
ing me they had seen him on dif-
ferent occasions and at different
places.

J M Parker being sworn says:

Mr West:

Q. Mr Parker,are you s member
of the Williamsburg county dispen-
sary board?

A. Yes sgir.

Q. What position on this board
have you held?

A. Well, as one of the members.

Q. Were you chairman?

A. Nosir, Dr Bass was chair-
man,

Q. When did you first hear of
rumors that there was suspicion of
graft among the members of the
board ?

A. 1 saw some
about Angust, 1 think.

Q. Yoususpicioned some then?

A. It looked suspicious.

Q. What did you suspect?

A. I suspected orders were eith-

He

irregularities

_ | er being stuffed or duplicated.

Q. What made yon think so?

Q. Why did you buy so freely

- -ri—‘:"

A. Because thedispensers got a!
| great deal of goods that they did not
|order, Bat later having Mr ail-
lanC’s statement as to why it got in |
such a rosh it seemed reasonable to
me. That the dispensers in order- |

. - |
dering goods put 1n an order first of |
'the week and if he dilo’t get it
| first of the week would order again
and it is possible thatin that way |
the goods kept coming. !

| to find out after this whether thes¢

A. There was nospecial way of
telling whether they were or not,
The clerk explained it in this way
to me.

Q. Were you satisfied with his
explanation?

A. Yes s
Q. Have you ever been connect-

ed with the old State dispensary of
Sounth Carolina?

A. Yes sir.

Q. In what capacity?

A. 1 wasclerk in the dispensary
at Scranton.

Q. You are familiar with whis-
kies?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Please state at what rate
whiskies are bought a8 ;o their re-
lative commercial valoes.

A. We buy as a general thing the
tyands that are called for oftenest.

Q. In purchasing did yon ignore
the competitive bids?

A. We didn’t slways buy from
the lowest bid submitted.

Q. In ordering out this etaff it
appears that sometimes you cut
down one award tooue party and in-
creased the award of another?

A. That is just as the dispensers
ordered it, that is what they got.

Q. Did youn ever notice after or-
ders had been placed as to whe:her
or not you were in excess of the
award?

A. We did not regard that as
a matter of importance, as we re-
served the right to increase or di-
minish.

Q  What good could that statute
doin the law requiring county dis-
pensary boards to advertise under
your statement—would it be worth
anything?

A. I hardly think it would.
Q. You simply took the law in
your own hands?

A. 1 simply did as other county
boards are doing. We advertised
for bids and bids were submitted
and we ordered what we thought
was needed.

Q. Was it for the purpose of
keeping county bcards from over-
stocking?

A. Yes sir, possibly; I thought
the board ought to keep the goods!
there and keep selling.

Q. Did you receive a copy of
these letters Mr Gilland acknow-
ledges having written to Bluthen-
thal & Bickert?

A, Nosir, I did not.

Q. What membere of the board
were present at the time of the Nov-
ember purchases?

A. Dr Bass and myself.

Q. Do you remember how many
drums of whiskey were awarded 1o
Bluthenthal & Bickert?

A. 1donot recall rnght now.
The award will show,

Q. Do you remember how many
drums of Old Joe were gotten from
them?

A. 1 think we got about 72.

Q. Why did you suppese Old
Joe would be in demand? .

A. Always has. s a good sell-
€r.

Q. If the prices were the same
between the two, Old Joe and Sil-
ver Brook, which would be the bet-
ter seller?

A, I regard Old Joe assuch.

Q. Did you have Old Joe ana-
lyzed?

A. Yes sir, we had recently.

Q. Do you remember what it
tested?

A. Not exactly.

Q. Do you consider Old Joe
with test of 80.9 to be as valnable
compound as Silver Brook which
would test 100 per cent?

A. I certainly do not.

Q. Did yon realizeas a member
of this board that the board had the
right to makeany cgncern furpish
goods in compliance with the bids?

A. Wh;a in a general way, I did,

[Continued on page 3.]

Q. Did you examine the recordsr

New Traia Schedule.

The following scheduie of the
new train from Lane to Floreuce,
which went into effect Monday,
December 17, has been furmsh-
ed us by MrJ P Taylor, the
courteous and efficient agent of
the Atlantic (‘oast Line railroad
at Kingstree:

North Bound Arrives
No. 80 T:37T AN,
*No. 46 11:42 A M.
No. 50 6:36 P. M.
South Bound Arrives
No, 89 9:18P. M
*No. 47 5;46 P. M.
No. 51 10:52 A M.
Daily Exeept Sunday
M T

*
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D. C. SCOTT.

"The Largest and Most ¢ .mplete
Estahlishment South.

B0 5. HIGKEN & SO

Mixed Paints.

—MANUFACTLE iRE OF—

Sash, Doors, Blinds
Moulding and Building Material,

Sash Weights and Gords
°  CHARLESTON, S.C.

RSSO A

R.E. & EE N BEATY

ENGINEERS ANXD CONTRACTORS
Georgetown, -

Civil Engineering
Land mmm
Rallroad Surveys
and Construction
Prompt attention to out ef Town Work.
3-19-tf
W. L. Bass A. C. Hinds

BASS & HINDS,

Attorneys-at-law
KNGSTREE, S. C.

9-20-tf.

Without
Alcohol

A Strong Tonic  Witbout Alcohol

A Body Builder Without Alcobol
A Blood Purifier  Without Alcohol

A Great Alterative Without Alcohol
A Doctor’s Medicine Without Alcohol
Without Alcohol

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

We publish our formulas

STEVENS

YOU LOOK FOR TROUBLE

! Hf you obtaln 2 Firearm of doubt-

b ful quolity
The experienced Hunter's and

Marksman's Ideal

182 reliable, unerring STEVENS

FIND OUT WHY
by shooting our popular

RIFLES—SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS

Ask your local Hardware }
or Sporting Goods Mer-
chant for the STEVENS.
If you cannot obtain, we
ship direct, express pre-
- pald, upon receipt of Cata-

log Price.

Ayer’s Pills are liver pills. They act
directly on the liver, make more Bile
secreted. This is why they are so valu-
able in constipation, biliousness, dys-.
pegsin, sick-headache, Ask your doctor
if he knows a better laxative pill.
w==3sde by the 7. C. Ayer Co,, Lowsll, Masg.

lurs of latest.
Contalns points on shooting, amm
nitien, the snpumor -

ete., ete.

Lithographed Hanger

where for six cents in stamps,

send 4 ceuts in stamps for 140 Page|
Ilustrated Cm:-dudln; circa-}

ns to our line.
0=

firearm,
ur attractive Ten Coior]
any-

J.STEVENS ARMS & TOOL CJ.

COTTON

‘—ANDP THE PR

C

splendid cro:
enlarge our floor s
Queen Stoves and
price

2c Eer

tinued confidence,

|Lake City _ﬁlgfrﬁ
8.

PP X
18—

TOB.A.CCO.

There will be a number of subjects of both in Lake City this
Fall and we are ready to serve them. In anticipation of the
prospect We are repairing our warehouse so as to
ce, and rather than remove the stock of O.K.
nges from warehouse we have jreduced the

Ceit.

We have just received a carload of Wire Fence, which is o
fered at a low price. Remember we are headquarters for. Ben
min Moore & Co’s Paint, Also, we offer exceptional val
Cutlery and Razors. The Robeson Razor can’t he beat. We ap-
preciate our friends’ patronage and will try to merit their con-

i/
0.

€8

ware C
C

I’.

jj?v _".'f'f':

in

dealing with

man,

above cost.

at prices to suit.

J. L. Stuckey, the old

I have a splendid line of

Buagis, Wauors nd Haress, |

that in view of the hard times am offering at 10 per cent

J. L Stuckey, m,c;t,,s,c'

“A doliar saved _
is a dollar made”
There is no better way to save your dollars than by

reliable live-stock” g

A nice bunch of HORSES and MULES always on hand

e

THE

BANK OF KINGSTREE
Kingstree, South Carolina,

CAPITAL. § 30,000

SURPLUS, 8 7.800

Dentist.

M. DAVIS NESNITH.

Lake City, S.C.

| Crown and Bridge Work a Speclalty.

ALL WORK
Guaranteed as Represented.

Attorney at Law

LAKE CITY, 8. C.

R J McCabe
Dentist.

KINGSTREE, 5. G
— — J. D. MOUZON’S — —

BARBER SHOP

—in the—

Van Keuren Hotel
is ' .equip with up-to-date
Eli.lnces. %ecﬂibe Service.

erkmen.
5—8-08.

W. P. TENNENT
ARCHITECT
General Contractor and Builder
Solicits your business, Estimates
cheerfully furnished on all
: : kinds of work. : :
126 Evans 'Phone 1962
FLORENCE, S. C.

Supervisor of construction New School

uilding and Superintendent of work
on U. 5. Post ce and of John Mec-
Sween Ce, stores Timmonsville and
Beulah and residence at National
Cemetery. s : : e

Dr

ap-
« ompetent

T i e SRR A

1
4 ¥
e ALY

Jas F Cooper
D C Scott

DIRECTORS

R H Kellahan
J A Kelley

Collections made promptly.
LOANS, large or

small, made on gpplfojed security.

HEAD-

QUARTERZ

Whi

?

and re

ders.

For Buggies and Wagons, Harness,
Lap Roves, Saddles, and
every thing in the harness line.

The Famous Oliver Chilled Plows
ir parts for same.
A Wood Disc Harrows.
Clark’s Stock Food, Poultry Panacea
Instant Louse Killer, Healing pow-
ders and Worm Powders. Keep your
stock and poultry fat and in good
health by using only a small quantity
of Dr Hess &Clark’s guaranteed pow-
Yours to please.

Walter
Dr Hess &

Kingstree & Creelyville,

THE WILLIANSBURG LIVESTOCK. GO,
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