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I SUPERSTITIONS OF NINE.

A Number Conspicuous in Ancient and
Modern Speech.

Of all odd numbers the one which
would seem to be the most conspic-
mous in ancient lore and modern
specch and in allusions of all sorts,
whether classic or vulgar, is o

Whether this is because it is a mul- |

tiple of 3, a triple trinity, or not |e

we need not stop to in . the

connections in which 9 licures are

saried. Of old ihere were nine

fernal regions, In classical my

nology we read of nine Leavens
ine Leads,
In media
ine “worthies

PPlaces in this seleet assembly Peing
@fferently allotted by different au
thorities, !

three gentiles, or pavnims, thrc
Jews and three Christians. Cne of
the oldest Englich ganes is nine
men’s morris. 1t could be played
either indoors or outdoors, on a
folding board marked with the nec-
essary lines and squares or on =

“board marked out on field or dowr |

by stones or by cuts in the turf. In
Dorset they still play the game un-
der the name of marnull.

Nine appears frequently in popu-
lar medicine. A Suesex collector
referring to the very common rural
belief in the efficacy of passing a
ruptared ckild through a cleft ash
tree wsayvs that the patient must be
attended by nine persons, each of
whom should pass it through the

- cleft from west to east. A Perth
kirk session record of 1623 refers
to the preparation of three cakes
for some medicinal purpose from
mine portions of meal contributed

- by nine maidens and nine married
omen. Threads with nine knots

~and straws with nine joints are used
for various hesling purposes, while
nine guocessive mornings are often
rescribed for the performanmce of
ertain folklore ceremonies.

~ The great Lambton worm, one of

V. e best known of English dragon
“ J moyths, had nine eves and was fed

Am the milk of nine cows.

Again, the same number is prom-
inent in various common phrases

and proverbs. Nine tailors make a;

man. Queen Elizabeth is alleged to
have-once addressed a deputation of
eighteen tailors with 2 “Good mera-
ing, gentlemen both!”

Every ene knows that a cat has
mine lives, while the “cat” that is
used for the castigation of evil-
doers has nine tails.

* When Mercutio insults Trybalt

» and the latter inguires, “What

wouldst thou have with me?” the
wolatile but fiery partisan rveplies,
“Good king of cats, nothing but one
.of your nine lives” . Heywood, the
proverb monger, has the saying, “A
" woman hath nine lives, like a cat,”
swhich will be news te most folk
Three more examples may be giv-
«en from a collection «f applications
«of :this remarkable mumber'9 which
ds not easily exhausted. Possession,
ywe-often hear, is “mme points of the
law.” A person whe has paid some
attention to his or her .attire is said
for come inscrutable reason te be
«ressed “up to the nines,” while the
muost startling event is but a “mine
‘Q‘a‘dlys’ wonder.” The last phrase,
though truer now tham.ever, was fa-
miliarly used, with meny other still
.current forms of popular speech, in
the days of Chsucer. — London
Globe.

Unreasenable.

Not Jong ago in a western market
down I chanced to observe .an Irisb-
ansn with a live turkey under his
arm. The turkey was squawking
and gobbling in a distressed way, 3
packet to which the Irishwan did
net at first pay any particular no-
tice. Finally, however, the disturb-
ance got on the Celt’s nerves. Giv-
iing the bird a poke in the eide, he
exclaimed :

“Be quiet! What's the matiher
wid ye annyhow? Why ehould yez
want to wa'k whin I'm willin® fo
earry ye?”—Harper’s Monthly.

Ate It AlL
A wife had occasion to go out te
mwomen’s votes meeting, so left #
ing in the saucepan for her hus-
When she arrived home she
ent on with her washing and in-
how he’d got on.
“Very well,” t;ddngfi}n “I thor
hly enjoy e ing.”
N‘S‘Ggod"}’ si?d the? wife. “What
did you do with the cloth it was
iled in?”
, my gal?” said hubby as he
tedly continued reading his
“Was there a cloth ?”—Lon-
ustrated Bits.

T.

An Exception Noted.
yer—Your uncle’s will seems

s perfectly legal
- wlilel stand in mym"tcout.
i no grounds on which to
it.

inted Nephew—But you
!:3 some grounds. Where
s will there’s a way, !5"'
Lippincott’s.

yery numerous and extraordinarily |7

muases and also nine rivers in the | "

d nine worlds, and the hydra had |

1

Barnato Won the Bet.
There is a legend of an amusing

cvssion regarding the financial value
of literary genius. Barmey Barnato,
who was a genius, but not literary.
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o | e 1 fast Luring | A story dealing with a large tront
ress : MRS that was rishoe remulariy and frequent
- . Iv Is fold In “Tiow to 1Fish: A Trentise
o fe-bothe master. ‘what a ter- | ©° e I el
SR CERR R Bar s b what a ter- | 0 “ront ane Trout Fishers” This 1s
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“There wus a juae. Thea:

“eAnd wlnt oot iy mother-in-\aw,
Jame- 7"

“*That. =ir.’ raid the footman suave-
Iy, ‘was what 1 wished to speak to you
about. s'r. particotarly. Your motber-
Inlaw i< Ivin® ackeep in the third story
back, nnd krowin® your regard for her
comfort, sir. 1 wasn't sure ‘whether |
ought ™ d!sturb her or wot. sir.”"—
Los Angeles Times.

Which s Your Shor¥vest Hour?

*W it is your shortest hour In the
day 7" a<ked a business mau of an ac-
qualniinece. “Don’t say you have none.
You Ekave. altbough you may not
ftomow 1. TEverybady has. Of course,
reckened by actunl measurement, exch
hour is conposed -of sixty minutes, yet
notwithstanding fhat chronological ex-
actmess {he hours vary in length. My
shoriest hour ‘is from 2 to 3 o'clock in
the :ufiecnoon. 1 find upon lnguiry
that tu:is Is the ‘leetest period for many
peopic. Im my case so swiftly deo
these <!xty ‘minutes hurry by that T
try t» crowd into them as many -of
the ¢ :agreeible, yet inevitable, things
of ¥fe as 1 possibly can. 1if T have
to Interview a hore, I see hlm then;
4f 1 have 'to visit the dentist, 1 o It
then. That hour {8 bound to slip away
qulckly, no matter what happens;
therefore the agony of disagreeable
scenes seems of shorter <uration.”—
New York Suon.

Naked Truth.

Am-encounter of wits once tegk place
between the late Eugene Field :and a
Nep York woman. It wes at dinuper,
and the woman was in evening dress,
which ‘was rather decollete. After a
skirmish between the twe relative to
the wespective merits of a well known
author it would seem that Fleld came
off second best. ~

“Qh, Mr. Field” exciasimell the wo-
man exultantly, “you maust:admit that
you are falrly beatea st ‘your -owm
game!"”

Field bowed politely and, with a
smille, promptly rejoined, “At-any rate,
Miss Blank, I have one consolation—
you oan't laugh at me in your-sleeve.”
~Lippincott's.

Legend of the Vioiet.

A Latin poem of the sixteenth cen-
tury has a pretty legend ef :a violet
that, In mythological days, was a
maiden called lanthis, one «f Disnd's
nymphs. Bhe attracted the :attention
of Apollo, whose admiration she did
not return, and, fiying from ‘his pur-
sutt, she implored Diana to destroy the
beauty which occasioned her so much
trouble. Diana grantad her request
and turned her face te a dull jpurple.
Ianthis, however, soom regretted the
loss of her beauty amd was pining
away with grief, when the goddess
had pity .on her and changed her into
a flower, ‘which still shrinks from Apol-
lo (the sum) and hides her modest head
in the shade.

At Regular Rates.

Miss Matilda Owens hong on the
arm of the aditor of the Laneville Bu-
gle, to whom she had been engaged
for three years, and endeavered to turm
his gase toward the sky.

“Just setice the moon, Wililam!” she
said in & melting volce.

“At the usual rates, Matilde, I shall
be happy to 4o s0,” be replied—
Youth's Companion.

Toe Strenuous.

“My son tells me you've discharged
him.” said the office boy's mother,
“gnd I think that's strange. You ad-
vertised for a strong boy, and he's cer-
tainly”— “He's too strong, madam,”
interrupted the employer. “In the
single day he was here he broke all
the rules of this office and some of the
furniture.”"—Catholie Standard and
Times.

Endurance.
Bthel—How long can a human being
live without food?

A Mystery of Indo-China.

vanished eivilizstion of that strange
country. The wighty walls of Angkor-

fish whether lLe takes It or not'
‘How ¥ his friend nsaeu. ‘i’il throw
the fiy Inio Lis wouth” The teout

went on rising: the ang'or wend op
casting. T percvived the augles’s no-
tion. It was that If he Ecpt casiing
accurately and the trout contlnved to
riee In the regular mauner mentiwued,
the fiy would ere long fall at the very
moment when a mhlige wus belng
taken. This reckoning was justified.
The large trout was looked and land-
ed hy a By that had heen cast Into his
mouth.”

Old Fashioned Oratory.

*“We don't have no sich forensic ora-
tory as we used to bave.” said the old
settler.  “Lawyers nowadays don't
orate. They only just talk.

*“Take eld Bill K. Simmons of Eau
Clair, If B!l was defendin’ n lowly
<hicken thief be'd spesk with the
tongue of angels. U'll never forg!t the
peroration of lls Impassioned phbillppie
in the Clay Bull case about the poison-
ed cat. It mans like this here”

The little. thin old man rose, reared
back in a defiant atfitude and shouted
in the cracked treble of age:

“‘Restin’ upon the couch of repub-
lican liberty ‘as I do, covered with the
blanket of ‘constitutional panoply as I
am and protected Ly the aegis of
American equality as I feel myself to
be, 1 despise the buzzin' of the profes-
slonal inseck who has just sot down
| and defy 'his attempt to penetrate with
! puny sting the interstices of me im-
| pervious -eoverin’’ "—New York Press

The Log Driwer.

The 1ife of a river log driver Is a life
that seems to get ha 1 of one after a
year or two. You are generally wet
through for twelve bours out of the
twenty:four. Ten of you sleep In 2
12 by 15 foot shanty; you Ilve
on fried everything, “black strap,”
treacle:and stewed tea. You go to bed
at 10 and geét up at 3. Fou are ever-
lastingly cursed and mever praised by
the foreman. Your Iife is In danger
more or less all day long, and you
pever ‘get more tham $35:a month for
work ‘that is worth $2600. “Then why
stick at it?" you say, and all T canm
answer 1s, “Just give it a fair trial

.a year, and then -you'll know."—
de World Magazine.

Superlatives.

©Or Johneon says ian his “Grammar of
the English Tongue,” “The comparison
af adjectives Is very wuncertain and,
being much regulated by commodious-
ness of utterance, i8 mot easlly re-
doced to rules.”

Then he quotes passeges from “Para-
dlae Lost” in which the words “virto-
ousest” and “powerfuilest” are found
and a passage from “‘Bamson Agon-
fstes” which contains the word “fa-
mousest.”

Surely Milton had an ear.—Notes and

Queries. ¥

Tough Fane.

In 2 New Zealand town .one of the
munieipal candidates, a pronounced
Bcotsman, had received a present of a
huge Beotch thistle, which at the mo-
ment happened to be lying en the ta-
ble of Bis committee room. A friend,
entering, withdrew suddenly, with the
remark: “I beg your pardon. I didn't
know you were at luncheon.”

Too, Too Much.

“Thank you, son,” said old Tightfist
to the boy who had run several blocks
on an errand for him. “Here’s 4 penny
for ye."

“Don't tempt me, guv'ner,” said the
bright boy. “If I was ter take all dat
money I might buy = auto wid it an’
git pinched for scorchin’.”—Philadel-
phia Press.

Ingenious.

Servant (to artist returning from a
holiday)—There have been so many
callers since you left that 1 have been
obliged to wash the names from the
slate twice to make room for others.—
Pearson’s Weekly.

What Is the Answer?
Bhe—That is a woman whom I envy,
and, curious as it may seem, she en-
vies me. He—How ean that be? Bhe
—We were both after the same map—
and I married you—Illustrated Bits.
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' HOW VENEER IS MADE. |
The great mystery about Indo-China | =S

competition in connection with a dis- | and one which must ever be Insoluble An Interesting Industry Found Ia

is the story of the lest race aud tlwi

| How veneer is manufactured is a |
| The industry is not only one of the

i but au exceptionally interesting one |
 aleo

Lumber Centers. 1
mystery to the majority of people. |

hief m‘-'n{l.".{itmé of Matioon, Wis,,

Afier a tree has been cut in the

flut cars it is rolled into a pond |

41 the mill,  Logs are hoisted
from: the pond to a drag saw, wlie
thov are ‘. ut into varous lengst
They are then pit intoa
for ot Ledet twelve hours in order to
{tel ; E 1 hox
" i o b v
N ] w r
\ r . nnx
U nt 1
Ny I 2 m
i ;| 143
he i ' Vs O &
.-.._-.‘3” Lo, ornd tlien o |I‘.,|.].“ L
oes ealled) peeling Wita =puds and
axes the bovk e removed casily, for
the timber is soft now and red hot.
[Tt is 1hexn ready to enter the mill
cac be ent into veneor.,
| The pecled oz is v isted on a

| erare 1o the veneer lathe, and that
| is the last one sees of the log. When |
it once pasces this lathe it L‘rlmr'si
oat on the other side in long, thin |
sheets of veneer. According to
thickness desired, it is cut from
one one-hundredth of an inch to
one-half inch thick and sixty-four
inches long.

As the veneer lcaves the machine
it slides along a table thirty feet in
length. Ten feet from the end is
the clipper, where it is clipped into
different widths, an inch being al-
lowed for drving. It is now ready
to enter the drying process.

The drier is eight feet wide and
100 feet long. It is a chain driven
machine thrfughout, having four
vete of rollers. In order to heat
this drier there are 20,000 feet of
one inch pipes passing through it
above and below each set of rollers.
The temperature must always be
from 200 to 250 degrees. Veneer
is put into the drier at one end, or,
in other words, fed to the drier.
While the veneer slowly moves
through the machine it is also dried,
<o that it is smooth and dry, but
very hot. The men in charge of
the veneer at that end always wear
canvas gloves to prevent their hands
from becoming burned and blister-
ed, while the perspiration runs free-
ly from their faces. It takes from
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fifteen minutes to two hours fpr
veneer to work through this drier
one way.

is known as the glue room. Ilere
vevcor is glued together for furni-
t.ve fu tories, bordering punc.s for
dre vers and grlass backing.

Ui machine known as the by
dr+ oo veneer press is ten feet Lig w
The vencer that has been glued for
pancis or glass backing is placed in
thie machine, and by pressure of
water in a tank beneath it slowly
forces the veneer together until it
is firm and dry. Then it is rcmoved,

ke a-d shipped. — Miiwaukee

tinel. :

The Deal Was Off.

A Ger:nan university professor
received a large package containing
gix boxes of cigars, with a letter
saying: “Permit us to send you
these six boxes of cigars. We be-
lieve that they will give you every
satisfaction and trust that you will
recommend them to your friends.
Kindly send the amount, 8 marks,

by Fatnﬁee order.”
be professor replied: “I have
the honor to remit to you twelve

dissertations, which will no doubt
afford you the utmost satisfaction.
Should you wish for more T am at
your commsand. The cost is 3 marks
each”

By return of podt came the reply:
“Be good enough to return the ci-
gars. We send herewith the cost of
carriage and package., We are re-
turning your dissertations.”

On the Wrong Man.

Bret Harte was so frequently
complimented on being the author
of “Little Breeches” that he was
almost sorry it was ever written, as
was Secretary J .n Hay, who would

refer his fame to rest on more am-

itious work. A gushing lady who
prided herself upon her literary
tastes said to him once: “Mr. Harte,
I am so delighted to meet you. I
have read everything you ever
wrote, but of all your dialect verse
there is mone that compares with
your ‘Little Breeches.”” “I quite
agree with you, madam,” eaid Mr.
Harte, “but you have put the little
breeches on the wrong man.”—Har-
risburg Telegraph.

To Essyman's Discomfiture.
Mrs. Scraphard (after a tilt in
which Mr. was not without honors)
—Mrs. Eagyman, across the way,
ha;lgot a bargain of s bosband.

. Scraphard—Se? Well, then,
Mrs. Easyman is proving to the
world that there is at least one wo-
man who can drive &
Norristown Times
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Santa Claus’ Headguarters
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We have all the newest and greatest display
On®
can buy an Xmas present from 1c up to §10.00
All we ask is for the public to call

of Xmas goods ever shown in our store.

‘apiece.
and see and be convinced.
Asking a part of your patronage*

l Oid Santa Claus,

Py PNt Nty Mo N M"\M Pnr

L. STACKLEY
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() Avoid disapointment.

For Xmas

Fancy Cranberries Soft Shell Walnuts
Kalamazoo Celery Tarragona Almonds
= Fancy Queen Olives Smyrna Figs
£ Monarch Tomato Catsup| Currant, Grape and
= Poultry Seasoning Seed‘?&mﬁ;"}‘eny d
w Tenderest Sweet Peas 0u"ang:ns an

Sugar Corn
Stuffed Dates
Cranberry Sauce
Malaga Grapes
Texas Pecans

[PRIVATE ESTATE COFFEE.

Plum Puddings and
Mince Meat

Grape Fruit

Crystallized Fruits

Fancy Assorted Candies

XMAS

O Youldon’t want to run any risk for Xmas dinner.
Leave your order where noth

ng is sold pbut the best.

JAS. P. ADAMS,

KINGSRTEE, S. (. U 3

GOLD CAMEL TEAS
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