THE DIVORCE EVIL

——.— —

Cha{gcd That livorces and Saloons
Are Closely Linked

-~
——— e

BUXTON HOT AFTER BISHOP POTTLR

winston Deputy at the Episcopal Con-
vention Attempts to Bring Up the
Liquor Question in Connection With
the- Debate on Divorce and Yields
Only to the Time Limit of the Ses-
sion.

-—

.Hosten, Special.—A marked division
af sentiment regarding the proposal
to prevent the re-marriage of the in-
nocent party to & divorce during the
3fe of the former partner developed
at today's session of the House of
Deputies of the Episcopal General
Convention. The house, sitting as a
committee of the whole, discussed the
issue all day, and many vehement ad-
dresses were made on both sides.

Several prominent delegates ex-
pressed the opinlon that in view of
the great difference cf opinion the
pregent conference would not act ou
the- matter, but would, like its pre-

- degesscr, < refer " the problem. to the
next triennial convention.

A commotion was caused by John

C. Bux‘on, of Winston, N. C, who
attempted to link the divorce evil
with the llgwor question. ’
\ Mr. Buxton iz the deputy who, on
*he opening day of the convention,
attempted to read o resolution cen-
suring Bishop Henry C. Potter, of
New York, for-opening the subway
szloon. In his remarks he express
«d the opinion that it would be better
for the church to curb the liquor traf-
fic before chasging the canons on di-
voree.

Continuing. he was saving: “If, In
stead of a high official of the churca
sending his influence to the dedicaticn
of salooas—" when he was interrupt-
od by a point of order. Mr. Buxton
was admonished by the chairman.
Still he attempted o make gome fur-
ther reference. indirectly, to the sub-
way lavern, bul was promptly called
1o order by the chairman. The time
simit of the moening session expired
befoere Air. Duxion could zontinue.
~James McConnell, of New Orleans,
opposed e adoptivn of the new can-
¢n, In a dramatic speech. “In fed's
name,” he declored, “how can a
church legislate to take away the nain
of innocence? What right has anv-
cre lo change the meaning of the
werds in St.  Matthew's Gosne!?
Where is the man te expound away
the written word of the Son ¢f Gol
himself?”

Rev. T. J. Bcard, of Birminghan.,
Ala., was opposed to the adoption of
the proposed camon because it com-
promised the church as a teacher.

George Fosler Peabodv, of Brook
Iyn, thought Lhat all additions should
be voted down.

The debatle was put over.

The House of Bishops presented
the Archbisor of Canterbury with a
silver loving cup. The Englich pri-
mate wii! leave the city for New York
tomorrow and wiil sail for England
cn Monday.

The resignation of Bishop Thomas
A. Jamgzoar, of Soulhern Ohio. was
received and accepted by the House
of Bishops. and his co-adjutor, Right
Rev. Boyd Vincent, becomes bishop of
the dioccse.

Wood Alcohel Kills 16.
New York, Special.—When Herman
Sachs* dicd in Roosevelt Hospital, 29
minntes after he had been admitted,

another death was added to the long
list of fatalittes which Coroner Stho-
er belicves were caused by the use
of wocd alcohol in the whiskey sold
in the saloon of Rudolph Fritsche.
There are now sixteen deaths on this
list. Saclks was seized with violent
abavmenal pains thig afternoon Cor
oner Scholor was notified and a hur-
ried investgation showud that the
stricken man had been drinking whis
key bought at Fritche's salocn  just
before the potice took possession of
the place.

—— - 8 E—

Crane Succeed Hoar.
Boston, Special.—Governor John L.

Bates appointed former Governor W.
Murray Crane, of Dalton, United States
. Sepator to fill the unexpired term of
Senator George F. Hoar, recently de-
ceased. Mr. Crane has Informed Gov-
ernor Bates that he will accept. He is
_one of the largest paper manufacturers
in the State and has been prominent in
State politics for a score of years. In
1897 he was elected Lieutenant Gover-
~ por and in 1900 became Governor, |
: which office: ke held for three years. Mr.
" QCrane is » personal [riend of President

Roosevelt.

Apprehersion at St. Petersburg.
<. Petersburg. By Cable.—It is now
midnight on the battlefield below Muk-
den, and the failure to receive news
that the Russians achieved decisive re-
, sults in Wednesday's fight north of
Yentai, coupled with the Tokio report
that Field Marshal Uyama is gaining
- gweund, causes increased apprebeusion.

Still Fighting Stubbornly.
Makden. iy Cable.—Stubborn fight-
Rog is wtill in progress. this being the
third day of the engagement. It is im-
gossible at this time to say what has
veen accomplished. Hospital trains are
contmually arriving from the south.

The wounded are being  sent furthe:
. “porth, A dressing station bas been es
" . tablished on the railway platform herc
where nurses and surgeons give promjt

- atention to the most urgent cases be
. for the traius proceed.

SOLICITOR SPEAKS PLAINLY

Asked Many Pertinent Questions of
Prominent People—Even Przachers
Figuratively Say “Amen.”

Mr. J. K. Henry, solicitor of the
sixth ecireuit, last week submitted to
Qav. Hevward & report on the Ker-
shaw lynching. Mr. Henry s very
cutspoken in hiz condemuation of the
doubie killing and calls attenlion o
a state of affairs in Kershaw which
he says makes it almost impossibla
rer the State to get any evidence.

In view of the attention which has
been attracted to the case as well
as to the stropg statements in the
letter itself, Mr. Henry's official com-

munication to the Governor will be |

very Interesting reading:
Chester, 8. C, Oct. 12, 1904,
Gov. D. C. Heyward,
Columbia, S. C.

Sir: In obedience to your request
I arrived at Kershaw, S. C., at noon
on Monday, October 3, to investigate
the lynching of John T. Morrison for
the killing of William Floyd on tho
Saturday -previous. -After: comferring

| with the sheriff of Lancaster, John P.

Hunter, Esq.. who had preceded me
that morning, I conferred with and
interviewed the mayor, some of the
aldermen, the town marshal, several
of the citizens, the wife and son of

. Morrison and two of Morrison's neigh-

bors. From these I learned that the
attitude of the entire town and sur-

' rounding country was, by hand or

beart, “His blood be upon us and our
children.” Not a single man_among
them but what deplored lynching and
excused this one, “if one was ever
excusable.” Everyone with whom I

“gonrversed :seemed to labor to impress

me with the fact that this was the
most orderly, quiet and sober lynching
that ever occurred—a real pious

* lynching, with the preachers in the

background, almost aundibly saying
“amen.” I did not get to see any of
the local preachers; but several spoke
to me after ieaving Kershaw, on the
sub ect of this lynching, and to my
entire astenishment, they vciced the
sentiment, “If there ever was an ex-
cusable lynching this was it.” Where
are we going to end up—these horri-
ble midnight murders by lynch law
on all hands and public sentiment
fast heading the same way? A sense
of paralvsis came tpon me with the
darkness of Monday pight

On Tuesday morning [ called a
special meeting of the town councll
Every member, with the town mar
shal, met us (Sheri¥ Hunter and myv-
self) in a special meeting. 1 explain-
ed that the Governor had sont me to
investigate the lynching; they were
swern officers, like myself; 1 wanted
their help; Merriscn had been taken
from their custody; they were some-
what responszible on this account; i
wanted them to deal with me in a
perfectly honest and straightforward
manner; 1 would try to do the same
with them: there was no us2 in my
wasting eficrt if they were in sym-
pathy with the iynching or weuld ob-
struct or refuse lo help me in the
mvestigation. My appeai for help
was in the interest of law, and the
name of the State and cur Maker.

After this I asked each and every
one of them the following questions:

1. Are you in sympathy with, the
iynching?

2. Will you help the State's officers
in ferreting cut and bringing to trial
these lvnchers, honestly?

3. Was this lvnchiig: done by town
forks or from the surrounding coun
try?

Te “hese three questions I have ver
petim answers on file. Two aldermen
rnswerad that they wera indifferent to
the lynching and would nct help te
ferret cut tke ivnchers. The mavor
and one alderman answered that they
were not in svmpathv with the I¥nch-
ing and would help the State officers,
previded it did not interfere with
their bus'mess (both of these had
wuch pusiness.) One alderman had
done all he could to prevent the
Ivnchinz ond would do nothing more.
The clerk was in symprihy with the
iynchers and would nct Lelp to ferret
it out and would cover up evidence if
he knew of any.

The town marshal was nct in sym-
pathv with the lynching. did all be
ceuld to prevent it and would help all
he could to ferret it out, but he was
busy collect'ng taxes.

As to the third guesticn, the opinion
of three of those present was that the
Iynching wag done by country people,
and of four that the crowd -that did
it was mixed; but bv four that the
country peopie predominated, becausa
ncbody cou'd be missed from the
town after Morrison was taken from
the guard nouse. This 1ast 1s Lue

opinion of the great majority of the

townspaople to whom I talked. After
interviewing the town officers, I re-
quested the town marshal to go to ev-
ery business place and announce that
I would rem2in at the council cham-
ber until 5 p. m., (taking 30 minutes
for dinner) and wanted to confer with
any one who would give me any as-
gistance. I urged the marshal not
to pass bv a single man, if possible.
As a result six persons called on me,
one of them a member of the inquest
jury on the lynching of Morrison.
This member of that jury had taken
a hand in a lynching bee to the ex-
tent of voting to hang the culprit;
hut this was for the usual(?) crime.
Of all six none knew anything except
as “they say.”

I tried to meet The State's corres-
pondent, sent word to him and went
tn his office. He was cut cf town
I asked fcr cnd tried to find a friend

of the dead man, outside of kis own

family. If there was one he would
not own it. One man spoke kindly of
Morrison, snd a man who bad known
him lcngest and best.

The follcwing are my conclusions:
William Floyd was a good, average
citizen, sober and populer, and of a
popular and influential family. John
T. Morrison was cress-grained and
killed two ncgrees (excusably or io-
excusably), had been acou'tted and
had had trouble with several other
neople, drank, had no family nor in-
fluence. His killing Floyd was an aw-
mm] murder and the community's kill-
ng him was more awful still, in that
he conscience of the community is
{ebauched with his blocd which will
10t be wiped out for h~lf a century.
Vorriscn was a bad man, but not as
ylack as painted. The jury of in-
.west is from the country. Fromthe
forezoing facts if the jury does not
take it into its head to vindicate the

law by ferreting it out, the State is
powerless.  There s nothing, it
seems to me, to be accomplished by
the State's officers, unless the coro-
ner and jury invite them back. Weo
can assist the connty; but can’t take
charge cf it. 1 am trusting that atier
the first shock of the lynching has
_passed, the conscience of the law-
abiding clement of that county will
revive, and something may be done
vet to bring these parties to trial.
When 1 hear from vou I will instruct
the jury of inquest to close up its
work. [ den't want to be a party to
a farce. Very respectiully,
J. K. Henry,
Solicitor Sixth Circeuit.

TO OBSERYE ARBOR DAY

The State Superintendent of Educa-
tion Has Issued an Address to the
Teachers of the State.

The third Friday in November is
Arbor Day, a day to be observed by
the schools according to an act of the
legislature. It Is observed in Richland
and some of the other countries by the
planting of trees and shrubbery. Mr.
0. B. Martin, the State superintendent
nf education, I8 very anxious for all the
schools in the State to observe Arbor
Day this year. The law on the subject

Is as follows: . .

“The free public schools of this State
shall observe the third Friday in No-
vember of each.year as. Arbor Day, and
on that day the school offleers and
teachers shall conduct such exercises
und engage in the planting of such
shrubs, plants and trees as will impress
on-the minds of the puplls the proper
vzlue and appreciation to be placed on
flowers, ornamental shrabbery and
thade trees."

Mr. Martin hes issued an address te
county superintendents of education
and to teachers generally, in which he
calls upon them to have the schools to
1icke proper observation of the day.
In his address he offers the following
very timely suggesticns:

“Allow me to sall vour attention to
the statute previding for the obhserv.
ance of Arbor Day. The Programme in-
cluded herein Is only suggestive, You
ran easily sapplement or abbrevlate it,
frasmuch as this day is so near to
Thanksgiving day it might be well to
rombine their celebration on the date
test suited to your conditions. It will
be an appropriate occasion to invite
patrons and to take steps for perma-
t.ent school improvements. As a prep-
aration for this day, it will be pro’ta-
ble to have the children collect in leaf
or book albums as many different kinds
of leaves as possible end in addition
to teaching them the various kinds ot
{rces that grow in South Carolina the
ieaves may also be used for spelling
or drawing lessons and an exhibit of
this work will form part of your en-
tertainment of visitors. In many sec-
tions also an exhibit of the wvarious
inds of good might be collected and
pupils might make some useful arti-
tles of school or household furniture,
se pointers, ink stands. rules, gavels,
Look cases, shelves, brackeis, etc.

“However. the chief object of the leg-
{slature geems to be to teach the value
n' flowers. shrubbery and shade trees,
There are hundreds of schocl bouses in
this State located in open fields with
hleak surroundings and it is hoped that
this number may be greatly diminished
by the celebration of Arbor day. The

the Southern State superintendents em-
phasizes this situation in the follow-
ing language: ‘Surely, then, the house
fu which this sacred work of training
the children of the republie for citizen-
ship and social service, a work that

arldress to the people of the south by |

with the moulling of character and the
creation of ideals, should be a place
worthy in all respects of such a work—
a home. mnot e hovel; a place
¢* beauty, not a place of ugh
ness: a place of comfort, not a place of
d'scomfort: a place of cleanlinese, not |
a place of uncleanliness.. About it the
grass should grow green and the sun
shine brizht, the flowers bloom and the
birds sing and the trees wave their
long arms. and the chillren while I's-
tening to the lessons tavght by men
and books may receive also from the
potent, silent influence of proper en-
vironment. the sweet message of peace
andalove and culture and beauty.’

“We ought to take ddvantage of this
occasion not only to make sentiment
but to raise funds to improve and beau-
tify the schools. Each child could
Lring a coln, a collection may be taken,
or refreshments served and the pro-
cceds used to purchase plctures, buy
ehrubbery, peint houses, fences, ete. It
would be especially appropriate to raise
money for libraries in those counties
which have not secured their quota,
under the llbrary act, and even those
that bave 12 might anticipate next
year's appropriation and get thelr
money ready by the time the appropria-
tion becomes available. At all events
1 hope that teachers and pupils will
make a pleasant and profitable ecca~

¢ion out of Arbor day.”

White Man and Negro Killed.

Bishopville, Special. — Saturday
night about 9 o'clock a riot oceurred
a' Lucknow, a town about eight miles
north of Bishopville, between Harvev
Lang. a young white man, and several
negroes, and as a result Mr® Lang and
cne negro man namned wzekill Aral
died Sunday aorning about davlight,
there heing but a shost time difference
between their deaths,

Fine Crops it State Farms.

Columbia State. . .

The superintendent of the penitentl:
ary, Capt. D. J, Griffiin, is back from
the State farm and is wearing “the
smile that won't come off.” The oc
casion of all this exultation on his
part is the fact that never in the his:
tory cf the State farms have such
crops been made. The corn will make
atout 25 to 20 bushels to the acre
and there are about 700 acres plante!
in the ccreal. The cotton acreage has
nee eaually as prolific and may pro

has to do with mind and soul and body, '

CATAWBA HEARING
South Carolina Institutes Proceedings
Against Railroad

MANY WITNESSES ON THE STAND

e e i
South Carclina Railroad Commission
Takes Evidence at Columbia—Gov-
ernor Heyward Appoints New
Treasurer for Lee County.
. —
Columbia, 8. C., Special.—A hearing
was had before the railroad commis-
sion Tuesday in the matter of the
double wreck on the Sth of September
iat Catawba bridge on the Seaboard,
Inhon a number of lives were lost by
reason of the passenger train leaving

the brhige, shortly after midnight, and !

a freight train following 10 minutes
later, falling in on the wreckage. On
Ithe part of the railroad, the witnesses
were examined by Mr. J. L, Glenn, of
Chester, district attorney for the Sea-
board, and Chairman Garris conducting
the examination for the State. Among
the spectators was Mr. John Earle, of
IGreenvme. commissioner-elect. Com-

in—.luloner Caughman’s report was read,

of the bolt retalning the front trucks

PALMETTO AFFAIRS

Many Newsy Items Gathered From
all Sections.

Hoyt Hays Escapes Gallows.

Columbia, Special—Governor Hey-
ward has commuted the death senm-
tence of Hoyt Hayes to life imprison-
ment. Hayes was convicted of the
murder of his young wife, Luls, in Oc-
onee county. The firs! trial resulted
in a mistrial, after t.c jury had been
cut all night and at the second trial
he was convicted after five hours’ de-
liberation by the jury. The Supreme
Court last June refused him a new
trial. Hayes was' convicted ‘on clir-
cumstantial evidence, there being no
other person about the premises at
the time but the couple, yet a,strong
sentiment has grown up throughout
the up-country against the defendant
since the first trial, although the

. State falled to establish any motive

for the crime, the woman’s own fam
ily who lived near him, testifying that

‘so far as they knew Hayes and his

' wife loved -each other devotedly.

The
body was found in bed with the face
shot away, the husband notifying the
neighbors that his wife had sulcided.
A pote was found in the room, waich

B :
ir which he pointed out the possible was glgned at the top instead of at 1

was treated well by her husbaud, but

|cnnse of the wreck being the breaking the bottom. This declared that she
i

of the passenger engine. In this broken
bolt he had detected an old crack. He

algo criticised the road for having the

gecond train run so close as to render
Its flagging impossible. He thought a
speed of 40 miles an hour too great for
this bridge.

In reply to this, General Superinten-

dent Huger recd his report of the acci-
dent to President Barr, in which he
discovered that the catastrophe was
probably due to a rail being unspikel.
the retaining bars of the mne't rail
leing found unbroken and their bolis
dizcovered in good condition nearby.
Iz the circumstances there was no time
1o flag the second train and for that
reason it was impossible to prevent the
ticuble wreck. The physical condition of
the oridge. which was only two years
old, was perfect, as was admitted, and
Mr. Huger would not hesitate to run a
rassenger train over such a bridge at a
rate of 60 miles an hour.

These wilnesses were sworn for the
railroad: B. F. Luther, master me-
chanic: A. L. Monroe, inspector of en-
gines; James Durkin, inspector of
bridges; .General Superintendent Hu-
ger: R, F. West, conductor on wrecked
passenger train; Pink Carpenter, col-
cred, flagman; G. H. Meares, engineer;
T. C. Link and J. J. Duncan, of freight
crew: P. K. Sanders, train master.

The witnesses for the State were
Commissioner Coughman and two citi-
zens of Reddy, a station near the scena
¢f the accident, R. W. Patton and T.
K. Geddys.

The testimony wag all one way and
the railroad people had no difficulty in
proving that the accident was probably
due to a rail being unspiked. Disinter-
csted witnesses testified that they
found angle bars and bolts untapped
and unbrokeu on the ground just be-
acath the first break in the trest'e,
that the threads in the bolts were vn-
Lroken and that a number of unbent
spikes were found near the same spot.

Gasoline Engine Explodes.
Asheville, Speclal—A gasoline en-

l.gine used in pumping water at the

residence here of President R. S.
Howland, of the Atlantic and North
Carolina Railroad, exploded Tuesday
afternoon, paiufully njuring an em-
ploye named Garner about the hands
and arms. Mr. Howland said tonight
that he did not know whether it was
carelossness on the part of the em-
ploye or a defect in the engine that
caused the explosien. Garner was
given medical attenticn, and it 1s not
thought Lhat his hurts will resull
seriously. It s said that a heavy
woolen shirt worn by Garner was re
sponsible for his comparatively slight
injuries; that otherwise his clothing

 would have pcobably ignited and he

would have been burncd to death.

Russian Fleet to Leave.

Copenhagen, By Cable.—The Assocl:
ated Press learns from an excellent
source that the Russian Baltic fleet will
leave Libau October 14 and pass
through Danish waters - Ocvtober 16.
High Russian naval officers have ar-

rived bere and will Investizate the
I)anish waters before the passsge of
the fleet.

A Diverce Discussion.

Boston, Spedial—A proposed
change in the canons cf the Episco-
pal Church, whereby clergymen are
forbidden to re-marry any person
who has been divorced was discussed
for two hours by the House of Dep
uties at Tuesday's session of the
Ep:scopal General Convention. The
House of Deputies was sitting as a
committee of the whole, and the con-
sideration of the subject, regarded as
onc of the most mportant lo come
before the present convention, will
be taken up from time to time, unti!
the matter is finally disposed of.

For somo time there has leen a
stropg sentimen! in the church that
the clergzy should rot marry the inno
cent partv.

News by Wire.

The imported stallion Meddler, of
the stud of the late Willlam C. Whit
ney, was sold Tuesday night at Mad-
ison Square Garden, New York, to
Matthew Corbett for $51.000.

Bedouin, ridden Ly Shaw, won the
Rancho del Paso stakes at Morr:
Park. Pasadena was sccond, Cab
gorm third. Tha time was 1:08%
Bedouin broke in front and makio:

Auee from a bLale and a quarter to 2
bale and a half to the acre.

the pace, won by 2 head.

preferred to die rather than undergv
the pain of motherhcod.

The question of gullt or !nnocence
of Hayes seemed to hang upon the
authorship of the note, and Governor
Heyward submitted this phase of the
matter to David N. Carvalho, one of
the most distinguished handwriting

. experts in America, who gives It a3

lis strong conviction that the note
was not written by the woman. The
case has attracted a great deal of at-
tention thrcughout the State, and the
Governor has received many strong
leiters for and Against the prisoner,
from Oconee ccunty. The petition
for commutation was signed b+ over
1,000, and there was a strong counter-
petiticn signed by over 500.

South Carolina Itams.

Some two weeks ago Wade Hartley.
a negro” was convieted before Magis-
trate Waters at Johnston, in Edgefield
connty, for wiolation of the dispensary
law, and sentenced (o the country
chain gang for thirty days. He was
delivered to the propperauthorities and
placed on tie gang, where he died
soonafter being received, and his body
was sent to the county alms house for
burial: no notice of his death being
given to his relatives or any one else.
The nrgro was complaining of being
unwell and it is said that he was given
a severe lashing and required to do
duty. His hasty burial aroused the
suspicion of some of the citizens of
Johnston, who had the body exhumed,
and upon examination, it is reported
it was fonnd that there was a bole in
the back of his head, his back terribly
lacerated and one eye gone. County
Supervisor Self, it seems, made an in-
vestigation and reported that no vio-
lence had been done the nezro; but the
matter has aroused the indignation of
the people of that community, and the
bodv will be taken up again and an
inquest held, s it is believed that the
negro was beaten to death. When ex-
bumred the shackles were still on the
bhody.

Mr. Coldsmith Thompson, a well
known young man and son of Judge O.
G. Thompson, of Laurens, committed
suicide Monday =ight at the home of
his father, five miles south of that city.
by shooting himself through the head
with a revolver. He occunied a room
alone and upon investization afler the
startlipg report of the pistol at 1
o'clock at night. a member of the fam-
ilv, found the young man in his bed in
an unconscions condition with a wound
in h's right temple. Dr. A. L Chris-
topher, of Laurens, was hastily sum-
moned, but the wounded mon never
rallierd and died shortly before 5 o'clock
Tuesday morring. He had been in i1l
health some time and had become des-
pondent, 2 fact that is attributed as
{ihe cause of his act. He was about 32
years old and unmarried.

The new dam at Clifton on Pacole!
river. fust above the high trestle on the
Southern railway, is now about com-
pleted. The work has been in charge
of Engineer Pearce who has expended
his hest efforts in building the big dam
on the most scientific plan. The dam
is 28 feet high, and will afford ample
water for all needs it is anticlpated.
The mill located.above on top of the
kil to the west, will be run by electri-
city. the power developed through an
electric drive placed at the dam.

Hoyt Hayes, the white man in Pick-
ens county who was recently convicted

of the murder of his wife and sentencer
to be hanged. has been respited for two
weeks by Governor Heyward. The gov-
ernor granted the respite in order that
be might have time to fully investi-
gate the facts of the case,

Monday night near Richardsonville
fn the western part of Saluda countv
M. M. Morse was shot snd instantlr
killed and W. L. Henderson wo*®

' w-ounded in the right hani, in the lef:

arm. and sprinkled with shot in other
parts of the boedy. Both parties were
white and the weapons used were shot-
euns. Just how the armair was slarted
and who did the shooting which re-
sultrd so tragically will probably never
be straihtened ont.

Last Thursday morning about nine
o'cleck while gioning on the second
lale of cotion J. W. and D. W. Ander-
son, of Woodruff, lost by fireon J. D
Narbey’s old stand, & gin house, press
srales. ete., with engine and saw mill
The fire was caused by friction of tae
<haft that ran the fan of the blast sue
*lon, When the fire was firsi discover-
-4 it was a small blaze, but before the
wachinery was stopped the fire had
7ashed over the lint room, throush the

indows and doors. Soon everythine
vas hurned to the ground and int
shes. There was no insurapce. Tht
loss of machinery was about §1,000.

‘For the Middle Weste

» N many parts of the Middle
West therc 48 as .great
need of road improyement
as anywbhere else in the °
world, and it is no wonder
that the people of this see-
tion have gone into the good roads
movement with enthusiasm. \
A State good roads conventlon- haw
just been held at Springfield, 111, and, -
although it is the busy seuison withé
the farmers, there was an attendancs
of about 200 delegates, besides many
visitors. Senator Latlmer, of South
Carolina, was the principal speaker,
and he delivered an able and eloguent
address. Naturally he devoted com- "
siderable attention te the principle of
Natlonal aid as embodied in the hills
introduced "into -Congress by himsel?2 -
and Colonel Brownlow, of T ; -,
The Senator is strongly of jhe opl
that the Government should contribute
some of its surplus revenues to aid the
States In bullding good roads, amlg
be has many cogent reasons to offlers-
in.support of that propeeition, At the =
close of his address Senator Latimee
asked all present who agreed wilh blm - °
to stand up, and all but three or four ~
sprang to their feet. There was some
opposition, -however, led by Professor
Baker, of the State University, and &
protracted discussion fol:owed m» which _
the professor came off decidecly second
best. e
One of the great obstacles to ros
improvement in some paris of the '
Mississippl Valley is the scarcity of §
material for building roads. In large
portions of -lllinois, lowa, Arkansss
and several other States, {bere i=
neither stone nor gravel. All the ma-
terial used in surfacing bard ronds as
to be shipped In, whicir adds conslder- |
ably to the expense. Lut the bottem-
less mud roads of these sections are
such a burden thut people are willing
to 1ax themselves heavily to secure re-
lief. I the National aid plan shouid
be adopteld, the next few yrars wilk
see nn enormous improvement in the . -
ronds of the Middle West. .
VWhere there is good local material
cousidernble progress has niready beem
wmade. In Missouri there are hundreds
of miles of fine hard roads. The same
may be said of Minnesota. In some lo~
caliti s excellent roads have been built
of mining slag. Gravel is employed
where available, and in  Southerm,
Illinois Ceposiis of norvaculile are
drawn upon and some very tine rosds
have been consiructed from this ma-
terial. Oun the whole, however, it must
be said that only a beginning has heem:
made, and the agricultoral incustries
of this section are greatly hampered
by the expense and ditficnily of gebs
ting farw products to market. -
A R
Tetter Ronds and Better Schnolse e

The farmers of Eust Tennesse are
aroused oa the subject of road im-
provement, and especially enthusiastie
for the plan of co-operation betweem .
tha State and Nation. The Brownlows <
bl is naanimously incorsed. The .
measurs is especially commended as &
a means of improvement in the coum= -
»try schoois, This is one of the strong=-
est reaso:s for the systemmtip -
provemen: of the country romds. Un-
in'nroved rords are, perhaps, the great=
est Crawiac: to the success of rural
schiools, When the season o? bottem=
less rongs arrives the attendance s€
scliool becomnes small and lrregular,
the classes becomne discouraged, and
but little progress can be made.

Oue of the principal reforms of te
day cousists in the consolllation of
ruzal schicols so as to do away whh
the greater number of small unsalis-
factory schools and replace them with
larzer cen:rally located schools. Thiw
would rednce the expznse and greatly
fncrease the efficiency of the country;
gciiools. In many places the people
have acopted the plan of sending ouk
wagons at public expense to bring Im
the children on the various ronds. Buk
this plan is only feasihle where the-
roads are uniformly good. Hence, the
bad roads which prevail in most sec-
tlons are 'a great bar to educationsd
prosress, ‘

Wide T'res For Farm TWagons,

The subject of wide tires is one of
great interest and importance, and #
s being thoroughly discussed by thiw
office in connection with various road
assoclaticas and others interested, Im-
portant investizations of the Universls
ty of Missorrl will soon be'given to the
publi'e, and will show very clearly the
advaniag.s of wide tires o the farm
as well as on the road. The Otfice of
Ioad Inguiry, boing asked to recom-
mend [ogislation upon the subect, hag
proposad that the width of the tire
equal to the square of the diameter of
e iron or steel axle at tha shoulder,
and exactly tie same width for the
woaden axle of the same sirengti. As
ouae mcthiad of enforcing the change, M
Is suggosted that after a ceriain date
il sal»s of new wagons whose tires
fall below the standard established
shall be taxed, and that a rebate of
taxation be allowed for cld wagons
altered to this siandard. ‘1his would .
Lring,no additional tax upon the farm-
ers, but would piace the burden upesr
the wagoa builders.. Under this plam,
they would promptly build up to the
standard, and their agents would be-
come advocates of wide tires. Thepe
s already very general progress
throughout the country in Lhis direes

ton, .
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