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BOOK I. eGreat Caesarr wny aitel You suy
&'he Messenger From Khar. | 50 before? Singular man! Dido’t want
toomi. to interrupt the flow of zenius, eh®

1 CHAPTER L
AT SHEPHERD'S, ON THE SQUARE CALLED
ESBEHIYEH, :

“Backsheesh!” hoarsely whispered a
tout, red-faced traveler, bending over
.2 small, nervous man, who, seated on
#he plazza in front of the well-known
-Bhepherd’s Hotel in Cairo, Egypt,
‘Bashes off page after page of lead-pen-
eil work, aided by the lights that il-
{umine the grand plaza.

The latter individual never raises
18 eyes, but with a groan and a me-
thanical movement of the arm draws
4 plaster from his pocket and holds it
4t up, which miserable coin is gravely
taken by the man in the plaid snit
and traveling helmet-lat. He does
spot move aw:dy, but stauds there at
the ¢lbow of the scribe, walting for
4hat interminable scribbling to Dbe
fone, and meanwhile watching the
dively scene upon the great square of
Esbehiyeb.

It is certainly a good sight for for-
2lgn eyes, and one hat will never be
forgotten. Although 1he month is
February, a delicious, balmy atmos
$here hangs over the old city on the
WNile. Musie throbs upon the air, and.
Judging from the gay scenes to be met
+with after night closes In, it would
be hard to believe the Mobammedsan
fast corresponding to our Lent is in

gress. The Koran, however, only
ids observance of strict rules

m sunrise to sunset, so that in all
oriental countries the devout worship-
ers make night a period of feasting.

Just at the present period many lan-
terms and flambeaux and lamps il

sut I'd drop even my penci to oblige
you." '

“There was no great need of haste,
You were the first one I thought of
wheén old Tanuver brought me the uews.
You know bim?"

“Like a book! Gruff old party; love-
Iy daughter, Molly. Go on. \What was
his news. Is England aroused at last
to the emergency?”

“Just the contrary. Listen to what
I say: Old Tanner tells me his daha-
beah, or house-boat, has just come
down the river; they left It some two
hundred miles above and hastened on
by railroad to Cairo. This evening it
arrived, and the reis, or captain,
called upon him at the hotel here with
certain news that has given Tanner
some uneasiness. He was puzzled to
know what to make of it, and, seeing
me, put the whole case in my hands.
I have promised to go down to the
boat and interview the man who is
now asleep on board—a man they
picked up afloat on the river far above
—and who they imagine is some sort
of a messenger sent down from Khar-
toom by General Gordon.”

Sandy Barlow Is out of his chair
like a shot, all eagerness and anima-
tion.

“Come on!" he exclaimed. “I'm in
this zame. Great Ciesar! If I can
got the only authentie account of that
event! What keeps you, man?”’

“I'm not ready to go yet. Don't
make a scenme, Sandy, and. above all,
whisper not a word of the truth. The
False Prophet has many friends in
Cairo who would like nothing better

lumine the grand square, from which |
arise discordant sounds, a perfect|
babel of confusion. Here, under a|
cluster of palms, a spake-charmer
bandles his cobras with apparent im- |
punity, boxing their heads and caus- |
{ng them to do all manner of strange
thipgs. Near by are dragomans, o
guides, haggling with owners of don-
%eys, who, In turn, scold or cuff the |
boys In charge of the little beasts.

Clese by are fakirs, pretending to|
sell wonderful things for a trifle;
mounatebanks, dealers in  turbans, |
wezes, relies and handkerchiefs, and a |
geveral conglomeration of Idle, curi- |
wgus strollers. !

The light discioses a pleture that |
<an probably be looked upen In no
other city save Damsscus. Ilere min- |
gle Turks, with their red fez and na-|
tional dress; Arabs, ia white bournous |
and turban; native fellahin, or Egyp-
tians, wearing blue gowus and the
everlasting brown skuil-cap; Jews,
with long beards and sober garments; |
Nubians, Perslans, Gieeks and |
sprinkling of forelzners. The red |
coats of British solllers give way !
'pretty much to the sensible white that |

Is worn In all hot countries; still there
is enough to lend color to the kaleldo-
scople picture.

The stout man sces nll this without
emotion; he scldom. if ever, allows
himself to be so deeply intcrested in
- ything as to forzet himsell. Stand-
"%ﬂu&t back of the tilted chair of
* the smaller man, who writes sheet
* after sheet with railroad rapidity, be

puffs away at his cigar and calmly

waits for the time to come when his

friend Wwill have ecthausted the sul-
. ject or blunted all bis pencils. Every-
thing comces to the ome who has pa-
tierce, and this is the most prominent
trait in the character of the stout tour-
Ist.

‘Eureka! I have done it! Glowing de-
scripton! Burniug rhetorie! Do you
proud, my boy! Now I'd give a plaster
to run across Grimes.”

He has hardly spoken these words
half aloud, when the man with the
florid face and heavy hand deliber-
ately raps him on the shoulder.

“Pay your debts, younz man. I
claim the reward by virtue of dls-
covery. Here's one miserable Turkish
coiln you've shoved om me. French
goney is preferred,” he says, solemn-

“Oh! It was you who groaned ‘Back-
sheesh! in my e:r, was It? I've beard
little else since I struck Egypt. It's
& howling paradise of beggars. I go
to bed with a bag of piasters—give
~'em out in my sleep I assure you,

Grimes.”

Sandy Barlow is the correspondent
of a great dally journal in the United
. States, and is never known to be In
anything but a hurry. In piping times
of peace he finds material to employ
pencil In varicus foreign countries,
d his letters bLave been considered
reading on dccount of their pi-
quancy and crisp style, characteristic
of everythinz the man does.
y Those who know Sandy best have
discovered that the war correspondent
bas a warm heort, and will readily
go out of his way to help one whom
he counts a friend This stout gen-
tleman whom he calls Grimes is—so
rumor says—the wealthy owner of sev-
gral mines in Colorado, about which
he occasionally epeaks. He keeps his
own counsel, however, and any one
who Is a good judge of physioghomy
would have little difficulty in reading
on his resolute face all the signs that
go to make up a determined charac-
. “Are you at liberly, BEarlow?

1€
. mo, I'd like to Lave & little talk,” me-
~ mnarks tle siiver king.

a

{y, 1,
| iers the correspondeut

than a chance at this person who
comes from the south, with scimiter
or yataghan. Sit down again while
we talk it over.”

Sandy has bard work subduing his
intense eagerness to discover the truth,
hut he is equal to great emergencies,
and finally sluks back In his chair.
As for Mr. Grimes, the silver king,
Le straddles a rattan seat and rests

Lis arms acioss the back in the most |

careless manner imaginable,

“What did the old orator seem to
think of his men picking up & passen-
zer? asks Sandy.

“He was wrathy at first, until he
found ibe man was a Frank, or for-
eizuer. That made it all right. He
hates these swarthy patives—Turks,
fellah and Arab.”

“Yes, I have beard him whisper gen-
tle words about them in his own pe-
eculiar way. Lovely soft veice the

| Honorable Demosthenes has, lleminds
| me of a steam foghorn.”
| *“Hush! Flere comes his daughter!

“Miss Mollr, for all the world!” mut-
between bhis
teeth.

A yision in white floats up to where
| they are seated, and both men spring
| to thelr feet. This American girl is
| a fair, fresh pleture—a healthy daugh-
ter of the lawd across the sea. She
' is not actually beantiful, but there
‘s a charm abont face and manper
t.ﬂmt draws a host of friepds to her
| side. Mollie Tanuer Is a taking girl,
| vivacious, qu.ck, tender-hearted—true.
;Yuu can read her constancy in the
| clear, frank, fearless gray eyes. Lucky
‘ the man who wins Ler beayt. It will

be for all time.

“Oh, Mr. Grimes, 1 have been look-
| ing for you everywhere! 1 feared you
| had gone!” exclaims the young lady,
;l:trlng a white hand, which shows
| some traces of sunburn, on the arm
| of the mining king.
| “Fortune favors me, Miss Molly. In
lwhat way can I ido you a service?’
| “You see the governor has just been
telling me all about that poor man
on beard our boat, and I feel so sorry!
I would like to know whether there is
anything I can do for him.”

Some people might be shocked to
hear Molly Tanner thus designate her
parent, but the word is vttered with
such tendermess that the same per-
sons would secretly listen in the hope
of hearing it again.

Mr. Grimes and the correspondent
exchange glances, and then smile.

“Really, until we have seen the
party, we cannot exactly say,” begins
the former.

. “That’s just it! Why not allow me
to accompany you to the boat?”

The girl speaks eagerly, as thomzh
she has quite set lier heart upon it
“Your father would not consent.”
“Leave that to me—I c2np manag:

him!™

“And I reckon you're about the only
one who can, Miss Molly. Outside of
that I don’t believe it would be safe.
You see, to reach the river where the
boat is tied up, we have to pass
through one of the worst quarters of
the city called Musr, and with a lady
in our company, there might be trou-
ble. No, I am sorry to refuse, but |
1must positively decline to accept the
responsibility.”

Molly Tanner does not pout, but
laughs, proving that while the old
zovernor has done his best to spoil
her, he has not yet succeeded.

“Very well, I shall not insist, Mr.
Grimes; but when you return, promise
to let me know how the young Ger-
man pilgrim is,” she says.

“Who =aid he {8 German; your
father did not say anything of that
sort to me?’ declares the stout silver
king, in some surprise.

“Jrerhaps I only judged it from his

name, You know the Germans and
Italians are working dewn aleng the
Last Cogst,”

“Lven his pame the governor es-
leeted to state. What might it be,
Mizs Molly”" asked Grimes.

“I am sure be said dMynheer Joe”

“Mynbkeer Joe!™ gasps Samdy Dare
low.

“Myrnheer Joe!™ drops from the nsu-
aily undemgnsivative silver king, now
areatly exeited.

“Why, zentlemen, what is 1l mat
ter? You seem to be aztonished?” says
Molly, surveying first one and then
the other in wonder.

“Astonished? I'm  dumbfounded
—knocked all in a heap—finbbergasted!
To think that I should meet my dear
Joe azain in this way!" bursts out the
impetuous correspondent.

“And, on my part, after all, I'm not
surprised. Ii's just what I might have
expected, knowing what I do of the
man. Yes, Mynheer Joe has been
with Gordon at Khartoom; he was last
heard of there. Now we shall see
what news he brings. I am ready if
you are, Mr. Barlow.”

Sandy smiles as he remembers that
this man, now all eagerness to depart,
was in no hurry before, but took things
fu a cool manner, as though the world
was not made in a day, and Obed
Grimes had no need of haste. Cir-
rumstances alter cases, and the meve
mention of a name has put new energy

Nor is the war correspondent less
eager to be on the way., He has re
ceived someihing of a shock upon hear-
ing Molly speak that name. Meino-
ries of the past are reculled, which
take him to other scenes.

“You will pardon us for Ilecaving
you?" says the polite Mr. Grimes to
*he young girl.

“Certainly. Indeed, you cannot go
too soon to please me. I am anxious
to hear what this poor man has to
say. To me General Gordon has al-
ways been the bero of the heroes, and
any one who comes from him de-
mands my attention and sympathy. Go
then to this poor German, see what he
most needs, and if Molly Tanner or
her father ean in any way help bim,
do not meglect to give me notice.”
Again the two men glance toward
each other and smile, but although
she sees this, there is no explapatioa
made of their actions.

Bowing to the young American zirl,
they tura away, leaving the piazza |
of the hotel.
“Remember!  floats
voice after them, and Mr.
turning, waves his hand.
Then they sre lost in the erowd
that jostle elbows in the square eallcd
Isbeliveh, in front of Shepherd’'s llo-
tol.  Around them sound the voices of
drageman and fakir, mule driver and |
noddler, mountebank and eamel driver,
while the barking of dogs can be heard
everywhere, the streets of Caivo lit-
crally running wild with ears,

“Are you armed?’ asked the corre-
spoundent, as they cross the grand
piazza and head into « street that
leads from it down to the River Nile.
The silver king chuckles

“Never go withont a revolver, my
boy. Learned that habit years ago.”
he replies.

“Yes, you Western men generally do
enrry a whole armory ou deck. Beast-
Iy region we Lave te puss through.
Black as—as—well, Egypt.”

“Let's hire a lizht—no getting arouud
in this quarter without one.”

They discover near by one of tLose
link Loys, whose trade is fast (ying
out in Cairo siace the improvements
advanced by Britlsh cule. Tinie was,
and not so very long agzo, either, when,
after sunset on moonless nights, the
areat city on the Nile was wrapped in
darkpess and the law compelled sny
one moving abroad to carvy a lighted
lantern or fiambeau.

“The city being divided into three dis-
tinct quarters, separated by gates, and
known as the region of Copts, Jews,
and Franks, no one could pass through
after nightfall unless bearing a light.

In many parts of the strange, whited
city on the east bank of the Nile, it
is still necessary to carry a torch or
lantern, unless one means to Invite
all manner of dangers, although the
law with regard  te <his thing has
fallen into desuetude since the English
have made so many innovations with
their charge of afiairs after the bom-
bardment ot Alexandria In 1882,

A boy is engaged to go ahead with
a lizht, and the two Franks, as all
forcigners are called in Egypt, boldly
plunge into the lower region of Calro,
fronting on the Nile.

Now and then they pass remarks
and joke, for the newspaper corre-
spondent is mothing if nct humorous.
The frequent mention of that singular
name, “Mynlieer Joe,” proclaims that
they are exchanging confidences re-
garding thelr experiences in connec-
tion with this person in tiie past.

Sandy Is frank in all he says, and
there can be no doubt regarding his
fervid admiration for the man whom
they expect to find on board the dala-
beah of Demosthenes Tanner.

“It was at the siorming of Alexan-
dria I first met Mynheer Joe. I was
then, as now, a correspondent, and
ready to undergo all manner of dan-
xevs, in erder to get the freshest news,
oven to lolding a wire all day rather
than let another man beat me,

[To be Continyed.]

her warning
Grimes,

Cood Move of Y. M. C. A.

The Young Men's Christian Asso
ciation of the Bow~ry, New York, has
lezased a farm of 130 acres in  New
Jersey. The farm is intended to
serve as a temporary home tor men
who arc awailing employment. They
are not expected to remain there
longer than two weeks. While they
arg working on the healthy upland the
extensive employment mae vy of
the ¥. M. C. A. is werking f their in-
terests‘. '

|
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in Mr. Grimes. I

THE NAVY'S NEEDS|

Secrefary Reports a Deficiency in
Officers.

WANTS MORE CADETS APPOINTED.

Extension at Annzpolis and Geperal
Increase in the Service Seems to

Be Necessary.

_——

Washinzion, D, C.—Seerelary of iue
Navy Moody kes made s report for
the aiscal year cnding June 300 The
renort deals wilh the shins under co-
struefion, those autborized by Con-
gress, those in and oui of commisgion,
the personnel of the serviee and with
the future of (ke Navy, as seen Ly
Secretary Moody. Of the vessels under
consiruction, the reporr says:

»AL the close of the last fiseal year
there were under construction for- the
Navy, by ceniraci, the following ves-
sels:  Eizht battleships, six armored
eruisers, vine protected cruisers, four
mouitors, thirteen torpzdo-hoat destroy-
ers. seven torpedo Dboats, and’ seven
subrmarine torpedo beats. The general
progress upen iese hoats, particuiarly
those of the larger class, has not been
found to be sa‘isfactory. The- battle-
ships were, og the 30thr of June, 1902
fromn ten to twenty-nine months behind
centract time: the avmored cruisers
from four to thirteen months; the pro-
tected cruisers from slx to eighteen
months, while the monitors were from
sixieen to nineteen months in- arrears.

“During the fireal year the following
vessels bave been nnally accepted: The
battleships Alabama, Wiscensin, and
Illinois; the torpedo- boats Bailey, Bag-
ley. Barney, Biddle.Shubrick and Stock-
ton. The torpedo hoats Thornton and
Wilkes, and the destroyers Decatur,
Perry and Preble have been prelimin-
arily accepted. Between July 1, 1002,
and November: T, 1902, the Thornton
has been finally and the following ves- |
gels preliminarily accepted: The moni-
tor Arkansas, the torpedo boat destroy-
ers Barry. Chauncey, D'ale, Prul Jones,
Truxton, Whipple and Worden, and the
torpedo boat De Long."

Of new vessels the authorized report
continues:

“At the last sessiom of Congress the
construction of the following addi-
tional vessels of the Navy was author-
fzed: Two battleships, ene to be built
at such Navy Yard as the Secretary
might designate; two armored cruisers
and two gunboats. In pursuance of
this act the Departinent without delay
approved plans for the construction of

| the two. battleships and directed that

work on one of ther, the Connecticut,
be commenced at once af the Navy
Yard, New York.™

Of the future of the Navy the Sec-
retary says:

“If the policy of strengtheniog our-
power upon the sea to the poiny where
it ean respond te the National nerds be
not abandoned, the Navy has manifold
needs. 'There must be additional navall
nnd coaling stations: more ships, fight-
ing and auxiliary; and an increase of
officers and men.

“The most imperative need of- tite
Navy to-day Is of additional officers. I
cannot overstate this neea. It invites
the instant attentlon of €ongress. The
administration of the Department Is
embarassed almost dafly by the lack
of efMleerg velow command rank. This
conditton’ has been approaching for
some years. and was clearly appre-
hended and stated by my predecessor
in office. It is acufe to-day, and, when
the ships already authorized are com-
mleted, it will be desperate umless there
is early action.™

The report shews that at present
there is a deficieney of 517 officers for
the ships of the Navy. It speaks of
the ways ir which more officers may
be obtained, and adus:

“I thevefore earnestly recommend
that without a year's delay the num-
ber of midshipmen at the Academy be
increased sufficiently to meet present
and prospective needs of the service.”

The report continues: >

“From time to time during the last
forty years attempts nave been made
by varlous foreign governments, as
well as by our own, to utilize oil as
a fuel for naval service. Fourteen
officlal tests bave veen made, from
which valuable infomation bas been
gecured.

“yg a result of the investigations
thus far conducted the Chlef of the Bu-
rean of Steam Engineeringrecommends
the Installation of liquid-fuel appli-
ances without delay in at least a third
of the torpedo boats and destroyers.
With respect to the larger war vessels
and particularly the battleships, the In-
stallation of liguid fuel presents se-
rlous difficultles, entirely apart from
the question of the satistactory use of
oil under bollers.

“In recommending that the Govern-
ment obtain control of all wireless tel-
egraph stations the. Chlef of the Bu-
reau of Equipment says: ‘In tfine of
war the department wift tndoubtedly
find it neepssary to communieate by
means of wireless telegraphy with cer-
tain rescsiving stntlons along the

| him and demanded that he go to her

A FATAL TRAGEDY

Terrible Ending of a Secret Marriage:
—Murder and Suicide.

Nichols, Special.—A tragedy cccurred
here Monday afterncon as a result of
which Duston H. Sarvis, a teiecraph
#udent, lies daad, and Miss Josephine
Burns, a popular young lady.of this
town, is seriously wounded.

It seems that Sarvis and Miss Burns
were secretly married on . September
22nd and lately the girl has begg.d
Sarvis to ackrowledge her as Lis wife,
He refused and threatcned to shoot her
if she should divuige it. She went to

people and tell of the marriage, as it
must now be known.

She sz2ld shke had i her parents and
they would nublish it if he did rot
Upen this Sarvis shot her, the builet
cntering the ceatre of the forehead,
ranging up and passing through the
scalp. As she fril Savis turned tha
pistol on himself and sent a Dbuller

the brain. His death instanta-

HEOUS.

was

to be his wife are well known and the
terrible tragedy is greatly deplored by
the community. Sarvis is from Loris,
Hlorry county. He was about 22 years
old.

Nichols, the scene of this tragic oc-
of the Atlantic Couast Line ,and is in
o fthe Atlantic Coast Line, and is in
Marion county.

Up Country Rice,

Spartanburg, Speecial.—Col. T. J.
Moore of Moore, a leading citizen and
planter of the county, was in the city
last week on .his way to Columbia to
represent. Cedar Springs Institute at
the meeting of the trustees of State
institutions, which was held in that
city .While here Col. Maore talked in-
terestingly to the State's representa-
tive in regard. to rice culture, im
which he has been experimenting with
success. Among his many landed pos-
sessions, Col.. Moore possesses. 108
acres of fine bottom land on Tyger
river, and 50 acres of this is devoted
to the cultivation of Bermuda grass,
and the remainder to rice. The mode of
irrigation for the rice is effected by a
canal one and!one-half miles long ex-
tending from the meuth of Tyger river
to the bottom land. He has gathered
his rice crop for this year, and stated
that on {He 50 acres he had averaged
a larger yicld per acre than any other
section of South Carolina, or any other
rice producing State. This encornrages
him to raise more rice next yvear. The
vegetable he produces is as fine as it
grows anywhaere, and there is a ready
sale. for, it, at: fram 75 cents to $1.

uader nis ear and.through the base of
L]

Both Sarvis and the girl who claims+

iy

THE POSTAL REPORT .

* Tt

Statement of Receipts anrd Expen-
ditures For 1902 “

——— - ———

MILLIONS DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR

—_———

The Annual Report of:the Rustmas=
ter General—EBenefits of. Rural Free
Delivery,

“ TWashineion, D C.—The annual re- .

rric of ihe Posimasier-General for the
Fear ending June Do dast shows. total
recsipls for e vear of 8121,818,047.26,
sred with the previous. year's
roceipts of $111,631.198.540. . The exnen-

08 20m

ditares for “he year were 3124785,
0T, compaged  witir. 8115,504,«
2087 for the preceding yeu..

The exeess ol expenohuaves, $2,987,«
CHLST, was . Jess tan (e previous
year's deticis by
mated dedicii o » year ending June
S0, 1904, s SS2E2808. \

Eforts Lave been made in the past
aad are now b.ing made to. better,
wherever poscible, e condition ef
posial employes, the veport says.. This
is especially s in the ciase of clerks In
postotlices. . There were upwards eof
12,000 clerks- promoted on-July 1 last,
the azgregzate  allowance for these pro-
motions heing about $1,200,000.. Fully
11,000 of these promotions were of

HE]

14,0776, The estl- : »

elerks who veeceived less than $1000 per
annmn., . The working hours of clerks | .

in the larger postofiices were-also- re-
duced so as : ot to average more than
elght hours. a day.. 'Che.report. cen-
tinues: e

“Rural free delivery-service -bias: be- ; 1]

come an established fact. It is no
longer in-the experimental stage and
undoubtedly Congress will continue 5

to inerease the appropriation: for- this : -:;';

service until all the people of the:coun-
try are reached, where it Is thickly
enough settled to warrant it. The esti-

mates of the department are to the o

effect that the avallable territory for
this service embraces about 1,000,000
square miles, or one-third of the:¢oun-
try's area exciusive of Alaska. The

11,650 reoutes now In operation: eever i .‘

about eme-third of the available terrl-
tory.. The rapld extension of the ser-

vice will, of course, increase the deficiis 2
during the next thres years. After it is T
completed the rTevenues will: quickly 43
teel the effect of its establishment, and ¢

whatever deficit may Dbe occasloltzg
will gradually disappear. It will a

Carnival at Laurens,
Laurens, $Special—Negotiations are|
pending between the Layton Carnival |

company amd the local Knights of!
Pythias lodgze for the holding here of
@ carnjval and street fair some time |
next mpnth, probably fram the 15th!
ta the 20th. The manager of the Lay-
ton company, Best Hoss, has con-!
ferred with members af the order un-~!
der whnse auspices if. is proposed to’
give the fair, and witly the mayor aad
an amswer is to be given tomorno

morning. The matter will come up an

be decided upon at tonight's mecting |
of the Knights of Pythias. These carni-
valg are quite popwudar and according
to reports are successfully condxcted. |
Nagro Gamblers. !

Negro Gamblers,

Laurens, Special.—Monday morniug
Magistrate Hudgens sent up to court'
eight cases against that many negroes
for gamblinzg aad carrying eoncealed
weapons. They were captured Satur- |
day night by Sheriff Ducket, Deput;;r.l
Power, Chilef of Police Hughes and!
Officers Bagwell and Armold. They|
were half a mile beyomd the city!
limits and were engaged in a game|
#hen the officers pounced upon thegy.

Fire at Excelsior Mills, I

Anderson, Special—Fire at the Ex-
celsior mill at 3 o'clock Monday morn-
inz caused a loss of about $500. Th=
cause of the fire is not known but
when discovered the engine reom wzas
in flames and but for the prompt ac-
tion of the fire department the loss
would have been very large, as the
mill has on hand large quantities of
seed, hulls oils, ete. This fire was con-
fined to the engine room.

Texas Fiood Situation,

Dallas, Texas, Special.—The flood
situation in Texas is generally relieved.
Many of the rallroad iines which were
suspended by washouts and flooded
tracks have resumed operation and all
of the other damaged lines are ex-
pected to resume tomorrow .All over-
flowed rivers are subsiding and the
end of the trouble is consldered at
hand. The damage to country roads by
the flood is estlmated at $100,000.

e

News of the Day.
Great is the Industry and fertile is
the imagination of Guy Boothby, the
English novelist. In less than eight

years he has published some twenty-
six books, the majority of which have

const. Nothing should be permitted
to interfere with the transmission of
ench messages, nor should it be possi-
Dle for unauthorized persons to receive
therm.”

Distrier Attorney Bethea Reappointed.

Presldent Roosevelt re-appointed Sol-
omon I, Bethea United States District
Attorney for the Northern Distriet of
Iilinois. My, Bethea is the oificer who
gathered the zreater part of the evi-
dence which led to the prosecution of
the combination of meat packers by
the Federal Government.

Eighteen Mer Lost in Take Erie,

Tighteen men, the entire crew of the
steamer Sylvanus, J. Macy, lcst {helr
lives durinz a furious southwest zale
on Lake Erie. Vhile trying to weather
the storm off Port Burell the vesse!
sprang a leak and went to ihe hottom
carrying down with her all on hoawd.

$40,000 For Birth of Priucess.
Ling Vietor Emanuel of ‘.ltni;:" has
sicnalized the birth of the Princess

Mafalig by giving $20,000 to the
Foundling Hospital and $20,000 {o the
Free Hospital at Rome. :
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| President’s decision is the result of

achieved more than ordinary successs.
Mr, Boothby is a South Australian by
birth and is 35 years of age.

A London sartorial magazine having
remarked that “the trousers of today
wiil not only be the trousers of the
next fifty vears, but the trousers of
civilization for all time,” the Louis-
villa Courler-Journal comments: “Most
of us would be satisfied if the trous-
erg of today would hold their shape
long enough to be the trousers of next
month.”

Crum Not to Be Collector.
YWaszhinzton, Special—The Post
says that President Roosevelt has de-
cided not to appoint Dr. Crum, the
colored political leader, collector of
the port of Charleston, S. C.-It is un-
derstocd, The Post says, that the

statements concerning Dr. Crum’s poli-
tical career furnished to the White

| vidunal -cattle ralsers more than the

be interesting ro note that rural free
delivery carricrs received applications

during the past year for 625,046 money i

arders, -

to the attention of the Department
where the prompt delivering of live
stock quotations indicating a tempo-
rary glut inr the market to farmers In-
tending to ship to the stockyards, by
enabling ther to hold back their shio-
ments till' the markets: resnmed their
normal conditions, has saved to indl-

“Specific instances have been brought _ r}
AR

total cost ef one year's rural delivery

' over the reutes on wiich they lived. Bt
“The number of domestic money or- 13
dors issuned was 40,474,327, amounting s
to $313.351,279. The number of inter- e
patienal money orders issued during -
the year was 1,311,111, amounting to 5

£22:074,473. The number of Interna-
tional orders pald during the year was
307.679. amounting to $5,821,729.
will' be interesting to note that the

It i
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FOBE-ob Tham HeyE Siven: Dond. Illvery gervice, amounted to $265,013.98,"

House by members of the colored
man’s party, -

gnount of the foreizn orders Issued
was nearly four times as great as the
amount paid. The fee at present for
an order of $100 Is thirty cents, and ik
is recommended that legislation be
passed authorizing the Department fe
reduce this fee to twenty-five cents.
“The star service discontlnued during
the vear ended June 20, 1902, by reason
of the establishment of rural free de-

“Legislatien is needed for the protec-
tion of railway postal clerks while In
the discharge of thefr duties. This is

| a matter which has heen fully pre-

sented im previous annual reports,

“Last year the Department paid for
the transpertation of foreign mails the
sum of £2,245,025.55.”

On the subjcet of the parcels post the
report says: 3

“From the statistics taken it appears
that the average weight of parcels des.
patehed from this country to all coun-
tries only sii htly. exceeds three and
one-half pounus. ‘rne average welght
of parcels despatched from this coun-
try to Germany is two and two-thirds
pounds. In view of the fact that four *
pounds as a limit of weight will fairly
meet the requirements of this country,
the Second Assistant Postmaster-Gen-
eral recommends the tender of parcels
post conventlons Wwith England.
France, Italy and cther countries of
Europe, similar to that now An force
between this country and Germany.

with the exception thai the welght of
wu§d| and

parcels be limjted to four

that six month’s notice be given to Ger-
many of the desire of this country to
modify the existing conventlon so as
to reduce the welght of parceld from
eleven to four pounds.”

Attention is invited to the remarks
of the Second Assistant Postmaster-
General concerning the need of a unl-
versal stamp, or some substitute for it,
which will facilitate international cor-
respondence.

Yrould-Be Duelists Feconclled.

Thomas Braniff, Jr., and Manuel Ri-
con Gallardo, the young soclety men,
of Mexico City, Mexico, who were ar-
rested and held by the police to pre-
vent them from fighting a Jduel, have
secured their release by shaking hands
in open court and promising the Judge
ihat thex wonld abandon their dueling
plans.  Braniff was fined $180 and Gal-
lardo £160, which they pald.

Schenectady Borcott Called Off.

In one of the most exciting meetings
in its history, the Trades Assembly at
Schenectady, N. Y., declared off the
boycott against the Echenectady Rail-
way Company. The vote in favor of
rescinding was three to one, and the
meeting lasted nearly three hours.

Shot Wife, Danghter and Himsell.
In ihe mountains of npner East Ten-

nessee Richard Green shot Lis wife |

i daughter and then ghot and killed
himself, It §s- supposed jealousy or
lofhaity waz the cooce of the docde




