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WEDDING

DR, CHAPMAN'S SUNDAY SERMON

Ertinent Divine Sp-cks of a Marriage
of Old Testament Times and Draws
an Interesting Moral.
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i Ngw Yorx City.—The Rev. Dr.J. Wil-
®ur Chapman, the popular pastor-evangel-
Mat, who is now preaziing to overflowin

sgations in this city, has furnishe
the fodowing eloguent sermon to the
mﬁ It was preached from the text
xxiv, 53: “Wiit thou g0 with this
man? And she said, I will go.”

This is the story of an O!d Testament
wedding in which our text is found, and
naturaliy because it is a marriage scepe it
is interesting. The saying that *all the
world love: a lover” is very true, and I

cse is not without meaning the wide
world round, but there is sonething about
en Orientz] wedding which is especiall
interesting. Again and again in this Boo
of Inspiration such scenes arc recorded,
but of all the Old Testament stories 1
placs this the first of its kind.

If I were an artist I should paint it, and
ff I were an artist worthy of my theme it
would surpass the other masterpieces in
.the world’s ﬁreag gn]le? of art, notably
that of the Russian wedding feast, whic:
bas had admiration everywhere. The
heart of the picture is an old man; his
bair i3 whitened with grief which in te
past days bas taken hcﬁd upon him, and
the ‘l_lnes of his countenance have been

arly softened by the touch of the

of sorrow, leaving an expression

which can only come to those who have

been obliged to bear great burcens and
endure great afflictions.

Abrahary is practical’y alone in the
world, for Sarah is gome. She who had

eyed with him to Bethel. down into
pt and back again to Hebron, tae
of fellowship, 1s at rest, and in the
«eave of Machpelah she waits by his side
to hear ihe summons given at the resur-
rection morning. Abraham was desclate.
They had made ¢0 long a journey together
that their lives were like one.
i *“In the long years liker had they grown,
Till at the last she set herseli to him
i Like perfect music unts noble words.”

Atove him is God, who has kept His
word with him when He said, “As 1 was
with Moses so I will be with thee;” about
him tiae angels who keep watch over him

day and a'l the night in sleepless vigii;
before him the trusted servant to whom
e sneaks, “Ard Abicham was old and
well stricken in age; and the Lord had
blessed Abraham in all things. And Abra-
Bam said unto his eldest servant of his
bouse, that ruled over ali that he had, Put,
I r?y '?;I]eo_. l:11_\' ]h.md mzd(i]r my thizh,
an wiil make thee swezr hy the Lerd,
the God of heaven, and the God of eartl,
that thou shalt not take a wife unto my
son of the dau;{h;er of the Caraanites,
dwell. But thou shalt go
unto my country, and to my kindred. and
take a wife unto my son lsaac. And the
ecrvant said unto him, Peradventure the
woman will not be willing to follow me
unto this land; must I needs bring thy
son amin unts the land from whence thou
camest? And Abrabam said unto him,
Beware thou, that thou bring not my son
thither again. The Lord God of heaven,
which took me ifrom my father's house,
and from the land of my kindred, ard
ﬂch e lljnto me, andd thnt] sware unto
, saving, Unto thy seed will I give this
Tand; He shall send His angel befogre thee;
-and thou shalt take a wife unto my son
from thence. And if the woman wiil not
‘be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt
be clear from this my odth; only bring not
my son thither again. And the servant
nt gl.:.imnd ugder the thigh of Abraham,
er, and sware i 1
“Ebat matter.” Genesis 9}-10 l‘gl )
' One of the incidents of the picture would
De the setting forth of this servant. ““And
the servant took ten camels of the camels
-of his master, and departed; for all the
of his master were in his hand; and
arose and went to Mesopotamia, unto
: One
of the most picturesque sights of the East
is & camel train. Wﬂh;ﬁecu.liar swinging
.gait these strange animals of the desert
their way aiong on a most interest-

-

'-'=h.'i0ume\', but the picture can only be

-appreciated when looked upon in the at-
mosphere of the Orient. counted 100
-ome morning jeurneying toward the pyra-
-mmids beyond Cairo. The train of this old
-gervant was made up of ten cameis only,
but they were the camels of a prince.
Their trappings were gorgeous, and side

side with Abraham we watch them as

go until they are lost to view.

| The next incident is the approach to Na-
$or. It is the hour of sunset; the day is
dying out of the sky. There is really noth-
ing that can be compared with that time in
#he East, when the day is far spent and
the night is at hand. The birds hush their
song, the cattle are still, all nature is at
xest, the hills are transfigured and the
xivers and the seas are like most beautiful
jewels. Ladened with precious giits the ten
camels kneel just as the women are coming

forth to draw water from the well. The
old =ervant as they knec! begins to pray.
“And let sme to pass that the damsel
to whom | 1 zay, Let down thy pitcher,

4 pray th i 1 may drink; and she
gha'l say, Drink, and 1 will give thy cam-
els drink ai the same be she that
hon  hast for Thy servant

c; and ti 111 know that Thou
£5 unto my
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;s born to Bethuel, =on
fe of Nahor, Abraham’s
pitetier ppon her shoul-
13.
step, modest of manner, pure
_ f & she stands in the
geesence of the servant cof Abraham. As
to parentage she was the daughter of
Eethuel; as to condition she was of virgin

ity; as to appearance she was fair 1o
upon; as to education she was trained

el L
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to domestic service. This is Rebekah, the

bride of the picture. “And the man won-
derinz at her held his peace, to wilness
whetoer the Lord had made his journey
prosperous or not. And it came to pass,
as the camels had done drinking, that the
man took a golden earring of half a shekel
weight, and two bracelets for her hands
of tert shekels weight of gold; and said,
Whose daunghter art thou? sell me,
thee; is there reem in thy father's house
for us tn lodge in? And she said untc
him, I am the davghter of Dethnel, the
con of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor.
She said moreover unie him, \ve have
both straw and proveader enough and
room to lodge in. And tae man bowed
down his head and worshiped tie Lord.”
Genesis 24: 21-26.

The next incident is the wooing and the
departure. The old servant tells his story,
malkes his appeal, and the text is spoken,
“TWilt thou go with this mar? And she
said, I will go.”” (ienesis 24: 53. And the
camel train 1s moving once more, the fam-
iy of Rebekah watching until the last
camel is lost to view in the distance. The
journey is uneventiul, but the end of it is
more than striking. “And Isaac went out
to meditate in the field at eventide; and
Le lifted us his eyes, and saw, and, behold,
the cemels were coming. And Rebekah
lifted up her eyes, and when she saw
Isanc she lighte o the camel. For sie
had said unto the servant, What man is
this that walketh in the field to meet us?
And the servant had said, It is my master;
thereiore she took a veil and covered her-
eerf. And the servant told Isaac all things
that he had done. And Isaac brought her
unto his mother Sarah’s tent, and took
Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he
loved her, and Isaac was comforted after
his wother’s death."l Genesis 24: 63-67.

Here i a lesson of divine providence.
Hear Abraham when he says, “Ihe Lord
God of heaven which took meefrom my
father's house, and from the land of my
kindred, and which spake unto me, and
that sware unto me sayu:ﬁ, Unto thy
ceed will I give this land; He shall send
His angel g;fore thee, and thou shalt
take a wife unto my son from thence.”
Genesis, 24: 7. We think of this as Old
Testament history simply. We hear God
saying. “As I was with Moses I will be
with thee,” and we say certainly, but not
with myself. Why it is we always think
of God's care of the patriarchs as mira-
cles, without its counterpart is in our own
lives, whea God is our Father, everything
in our life is precious to Him, and the
very hairs of cur head are numbered? He
is the God of Abraham, Jsaac and Jacob.
and He is vour God. The angel of the
Lord is sti'l living. e have grown world-
Iy wise and speak ot impressions, convie-
tions, coincidences, impuises, when all the
time it is the angel oF the Lord speaking
to us. Have you noticed that there were
two servants, one winged one in the air
and the other in charge of the camels. 1t
is alwaya so. It is by this double ministry
that providences are confirmed. All
through life we see it; in the conversion
of men, in things common and in things
unusual. You say, “I feel a strong im-
pulse to do a certain thing,” It is the an-
gel of the Lord troubling the stagnation of
vour heart. You say #hat I am impressed
that I ought to do thus and so, when it
is the finger of God writing His purpose
on your soul. These are but the heavenly
ministers of Jehovah. Look around you
and vou will find some opportunity for
service fitting into your impulse or con-
viction, and that which yesterday you
wondered at as a coincidence fills yon
with the spirit of worship to-day as you
say, “The Lord was in this place and 1
kuew it not.” “Life without a religious
imerpre‘.ation is little less than a trag-
edy,” while life thus viewed may have
many twists and tmins_. but ends in heaven.

I find here a good picture of real service.
When Eleazar was leaving Abraham ‘he
said, “Peradventure, the woman will not
be willing to follow me unto this land;
must 1 needs bring thy son again unto the
jand from whence thou camest?’ And
Albraham said unto him, “Beware, thou,
that thou bring not my son thither again.
The Lord God of heaven, which took me
fram my father's house, and from the land
of my Lindred, and which spake unto me,
and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy
sced will 1 gve this land; He shall send
Lis angel Lefore thee, and thou shalt take
a wife unto my son from thence. And if
the woman will not be willing to follow
thee then thou shalt be clear from this
my oath; only bring not my son thither
again.” Genesis 24: 5-8.

Tt is the same figure that we have of
the watchman upon the walls. Batl‘ of
these appeal strong?' to us. We are 'not
free from onsibility until we have tried
at least to win every soul over whom we
have an influence for Christ. I cannot con-
vert eyven the smallest child, nor can you,
but I can try to tell them what I have
been commissioned to say, for I am my
brother's keeper. Oh, for the intense de-
sire to_do our Master's will that Eleazar
had. His camels are cared for, he
entered the house of Bethuel. He is
weary with his long journey, the savory
meat prepared for his feast appeals to
s weakness, but hear him say, “‘And
there was set meat before him to eat:
but he said, I will not eat, until I have
told mine errand. And he said, speak
on.” Genesis 24: 33. Is not this liké
Paul on his missionary journey. “In
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in
perils in the city, in perils in the wilder-
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils among
false brethren; in weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings oiten, in cold and
nakedness.” 2 Corinthians 11: 26-27. And
is it not like Jesus Himself, when He is
weary by the well side, hungry with
much fasting and sends His disciple to
buy meat which He forgot to eat because
of the woman by His side. 1 am sure
Rebekah saw in him the great love of
Tsaac’s heart. And when they said,
“3Wilt thou go with this man? She said,
I will go.”

III

Yet there is more to the story than
this, I am sure. 1 know it because 1
read that what was written afore time
was writfen for our instruction. The
great object and aim of the Bible is to
illustrate the operations of divine grace,
10 show the works of Providence in the
minute things of life, to show us that
provision has been made for the fulfill-
ment of the great scheme of Redemption.
God speaks in every way; by direct state-
ment, by parable, by picture, by iypes,
by symbols, if by all means He may make
known the riches of His grace; and here
is a whole chapter, one of the longest in
the Pentateuch, taken up with a wedding
story; there must be some reason. The
cpirit of God would not use an_entire
chapter to deseribe the journey of Abra-
hamm to Mt. Moriah, and another to tell
of the death of Sarah, and another to
give an_account of a wooing and a wed-
ding without meaning. 1 think it must
be that it is all to illustrate the mystery
of the church. In the 22d chapter of
Genesis, the son is offered up as a sacri-
fice, at least Abraham is willing to offer

has,

him: i1 the 23d chapter of Genesis

Sarah is laid aside in the tomb, while in
the 24th chapter the servant is sent forth
to win a bride for the son. It is at least
a periect illustration of that New Testa-
ment story where Christ was offered, the
oniy begetten Son of God, where lsrael
was rejected because they would not
core home. The Holy Spinit, as a serv-
ant of God, is calling forth from the
world a bride for the Son. This is the
work of this generation. The Holy Spirit
is the one of whom Jesus spoke when 1le
said, “Dut when the Comforter is come,
whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which
proceeced from the Father, He shall testi-
v of Me.” John 15: 26. One day we
<hall meet the Bridegroor, our eyes shall
see Him and the wedding feast shall be
saread, and all Heaven shall resound with
tue music of that gl:le_ day.

1 wish in closing to take up the ap-
peal of the Holy Npirit, and change tae
text just a little bit and say to you all
*Wilt thou go with this Man?” ° And 1
refer to Christ as this Man. He is the
chiefest among ten thousand. I bid you
come to Him who walked with men, ate
with sinners, smiled with little children,
went with weary women and died with
sinful maliactors. *“Wilt thou go with this
Man?*’ You whe are Christians I ask you
the cuestion, for many of you have not
gone with }fi.m, for “How can two walk
together except they are agre And
if you will go with Him it must be in
some better way than in other days.

First: You must share His opinion of
men. He was always excusing wezkness,
always helping the distressed and al-
ways rebuking unkind criticism, You may
need to forgive the man who injured
you yesterday, for He did, and if you
woulci be like Him you must do the same.
“Wilt thou go with this Man?”’

Second: e will lead you into the
homes where distress is tarrfmg. reliev-
ing embarrassment as when He made the
water into wine. Driving the wolf from
the door as when He fed the multitudes.
You will need to give your money as well
as, your s”ymplathy. “Wilt thou go with
this Man?¥” 1 think I see Him treading
the streets of our own city where dis-
tress has gone before Him. There is a
child with a heavy heart, and He stops
long enough to breathe a benediction of
peace. Yonder is a man uron the verge
of despair, and this matchless Savior of
ours bids him come unto Him that he may
find rest. There is a woman whose child
is dying, whose mother is on the brink
of Eternity, and He who spoke as never
man spake bids her listen as He says,
“T am the resurrection and the life.”

There is a celebrated ﬂicture which rep-
resents Jesus walking through the multi-
tude. Before Him all the people are dis-
eased, while back of Him as he trods
they are all pe-fectly well. This is His
influence always. “Wilt thou go with
this Man?”

V.

I put it to all those of you who are
not Christians, and bid you remember
that it is not an invitation to come to
Christ simply but a command. and in
His name, after the manner of Eleazar, 1
say, "Deal kindly and trul with my
Master.” By His beautiful life, wilt thou
go? By His agony in the Garden, wilt
thou go? By His betrayal and His trial
of mockery, wilt thou go? By His shame-
ful death, I ask you once again, wilt thou
o? His marred face and His bleeding
ack. His breaking heart. His ery of
agony. wilt thou go with this Man? He
hath trodden the wine press alome for
vou; He was a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief for vou. It is the
moment of crisis in your life. “Wilt
thou go with this Man?” Answer, and
answer it now as did Rebekah, “I will
go.” Oh, say it; say it, and the Devil
shall hear it and tremble, the angels
shall hear it and shout for joy. God Him-
self shall hear it and shall rejoice with
joy unspeakable.

ed ?”

Seeking the Truth.

Nicodemus represents a large multitude
of men and women in the world to-day.
He was seeking truth if mot salvation for
his restless soul. He was so interested
that he did not wait until morning, bul
came to Jesus by night. Some have sug-
gested that he did this not because of his
anxiety, but because he did not have the
moral courage to come to the unpopular
teacher by daylight. 1 so the offense was
not an unpardonable one, for Jesus did
not even rebuke him. He welcomes the
coming of the most timid, the most
doubting, the most unworthy. Nicodemus,
like nearly all the world who know any-
thing about Jesus, recognized His moral
supremacy. They know He is a teacher
sent from by the same test that

Nicodemus applied. But that compliment .

to the Christ. That ac-
knowledgment has no saving value. “Ex-
cept a man be born again” is the ever-
lasting sine qua non, the absolute and ir-
revocable condition for a heavenly career.
How could Jesus have made plainer the
necessity of the “New Birth?”’ How is it
therefore that more than hali the world,
more than half, perhaps, of nominal Chris-
tendom, are persistently searching for
some other way. Why is it so? The
world appropriates other common bless-
ings from God's hands without demur or
question. His sunshine and sweet air, are
taken greedily and counted good. Millions
have tested His plan of life, His way of
salvation, and rejoice in the experience.
They give us their word that they find
joy and peace. And yet the world 1s slow
to follow. Is it a sign of a perverse heart,
or a constitutional incapacity to act mn
one’s own interest? Jesus was patient with
the slow believing Nicodemus. Bat He did
not have mnearly twenty centuries of
Christian testimony to bear witness to the
truth. That is why it will be less tol-
erable in the judgment for us than for
those of Tvre and Sidon and the genera-
tions that have gone to their reward and
doom.—Ram's Horn.

is immateria

swpyrse-and-All" (jonsecration.

Many who count the.nselves wholly the
Lord’s do not count all their possessions
the Lord’s. Yet ecither we and all that
we have are Christ’s, or we do_mnot feel
that we or anything that we have are
Christ's. There is no half-way consecra-
tion in God’s service, although many
geem to think that personal consecration
only appiies to those things that are
specifically included. That was a very
positive truth stated by Prebendary Fox
at the Student Vdlunteer Convention in
Toronto, when he said, “There are thou-
sands who will trust Christ with the sal-
vation of their souls who will not trust
Him with the key of their cash-box.” It
has been well said that persomal conse-
cration must be spelled “‘purse-and-all”
consecration, or it practically amounts to
nothing.

The Strongest Things.

There are some good things in all men,
no matter how low they may have fallen,
and every effort should be exerted to
make- them the pt_ronﬁeat thinia)rin the
life of every individual.—Rev. Dr. Scott
F. Hershey, Boston, Mass. , _ . ..
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work. It is profusely illustrated.

of its value to them:

PRESIDENT

*1 know that through its col-
umns views have been presented to
me that | could not otherwise have
had access to; because all earnest
and thoughtful men, no matter
how widely their ideas diverge, are
given free utterance in its col-
umns."— Theodore Roosevell.

EX.-PRESIDENT

*1 consider it a very valuable

addition to my library.”
—Grover Cleveland

**Itis a publication of very great
value, [ have sometimes lound
thers very important matter indeed
which I should not otherwise have
discovered."—George F. foar, U, S.
Senator, Massachusells,

of books for 50 cents a monta.

HE AMERICAN MONTHLY REVIEW OF REVIEWS

is commended by Statesmen, Professional men and thousands of
* others prominent in the world's activities, for its fine discrimi-
nation in sifting the actual news from conflicting report and the presen-
tation of current events in their just proportion. They comment on its
freedom from daily-paper sensationalism. All men and women who
want to know what the world is doing find it an intellectual necessity,
to judge from the letters seceived from hundreds. Its editorials are

timely contributions on important topics are by the best-informed
Its reviews of other magazines give the best of their best

These letters will enable all thoughtful men ard women to judge
i S

Send for particulars as to how it can be had with an invaluable set

Zhe Ticvietn of Fievicing Companp

13 ASTOR PLACE, NEW YO

to the busy man or woman. Its

*1 am a constant reader of the
*Review of Reviews,' and appre-
ciate it very highly indeed. [ think
it a very important part of my
library, and practically a necessity
for one in public life."—% 5.
Foraker, U. S. Senator, Okio,

*“It is one of the hest and most
satisfactory publications of the
day."—Charles W. Fairbanks, U. S,
Senalor, Indiana.

*| do not have a great deal of
time to read magazines. but I take
pleasure in saying that the * Review
of Reviews' is among the number
which fnds a place on my table
each nth.,"— Fames K. Fones,
U. 8. Senator, Ariansas.
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, HEAD
NOISES?

ALL CASES OF

DEAFNESS OR HARD HEARING

ARE NOW

CURABLE

by our mew invention. Only those born deaf are incurable.

HEAD NOISES GEASE>IMMEDIATELY.

F. A. WERMAN, OF BALTIMORE, SAYS:

BarTIMoRe, Md., March 30, 1901,

Gentlemen - — Being entirely cured of deafness, thanks to your treatment, I will now give yon

a full history of my case, to be used at your d
About
my hearing in this ear entirely.
1 nnderwent a treatment for catarrh, for

ber of physicians, among others, the mrost eminent ear specialist of
me, and even that only tem
the affected car would be lost forever.

only an operation could help
then cease, but the hearing in

1 iscretion.

ve %ﬂm ago my right ear began to sing, and this kept on getting worse, until I lost
t

three months, without any success, consulted a num-

this city, who told me that

rarily, that the head noises would

directions, the yoisesceased, a

Ithen saw ;’our advertisement accidentally in a New York paper, and ordered yoarlruns

ment, After I had vzed it

only afew days according to your

10-day, after five weeks, my hearing in the diseased ear has been entirely restored. Ithauk you

beartily and beg to remain

«Very truly yours,
&4 l""r i. WERMAN, 710 S. Broadway, Baltimore, Md.

Our treatment does not interfere with your usual occupation.

Eramination and
advice free,

INTERNATIONAL AURAL CLINIC, 596 LA

YOU CAN CURE YOURSELF AT HOME ***fost™"

SALLE AVE,, CHICAGO, ILL. ~ -
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