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ted that a large ma-
p favor the dispensa-
be secured against the
8 of the Federal Courts.
sssive (General Assemblies
polared in favor of the dispensa-
be best method of dealing with
question, - Oar representa-
Congress are at work seeking
a(fire edditional legislation for the
protediion of the State against the in-
tarfe 4 020ftheUnited~ta‘es judiciary
The L aited States Senate has already
passed's bill by unanimous yote giving
the coriplete control of intoxicants to
the States, and it is hoped thst the
House also will pass it. PBut we mnst
have imnbediate relief from the present
intolerable conditions. Free liquor,
with ifs sccompanying increase of
drunkeguess and consequent increase
of erime wust at all hazards be got rid
of. AsI havesaid, alicense law will
not secure immunity from this eril.
Judge Simonton has destroyed, along
with the dispensary, the license system
when run for profit. What, then, is
lefttodo? We must either enact pro-
hibition or continue the dispensary
system without the profit featare.
any—a majority I believe—do not
think prohibition is practicable, and
many have approyed the dispensary
system because of the profit feature.
We can certainly get rid of the *‘origi-
na! package” dealers and their demor-
alizing traffic by continuing the dis-
pensary shorn of all prouis audd admin-
istered only as a police regulation to
control and reduce the liquor evil. The
Federal judge will bave neither occasion
nor excnse for his ever ready injunec-
tions, if that system shall be insngu-
rated, unless he shall arain reverse his
own previous decision. This, then,
¢p ors omsile e ] nd almost the
tue only wing leit us w do. We might
try this policy for a year, and next win-
ter, after Congress shail have acted, or
failed to act and afier the Supreme
Court at Washington shall bave de-
cided what is to become of the State's
power to control liquor under the Wil-
son bill of 1890, we shall be in a posl-
tion to take final action.
L ] L] L L ]

But as facts s;.eak louder than words,
I will give the testimony of ministers
of the gospel in the State as to th ei-
fect of the dispensary law onthe morais
{ of the people mad on the reduction
i of drunkeuness among them. Out of
four hundred and sisty-three snswers
received from the ministers of thé State
to questions submitted fo them 1na
circular letter, dated October 1st, 1897,
three hundred and twenty-four reported
s decrease in drinking of forty-six and
one-third per cent., and a correspond-
ing decrease in drupkenness since the
dispensary law went into effect. Sixty-
nine reported an increaze in drinking
of filty-four and three-fonrths per cent
Yet, in the face of such testimony as fo
the good results of the system, Judge
Simouton declares it is not a police
meastire. * * * * Letus, therefore,
do what is left us, and wait for acticn
at Washington.

Publiec Printing.

l_)uxi.uiltha year the office of publio
printer having been declared vacant,
the committee provided for by law, con-
sisting of the Governor and the chair-
men of the committees on printing of
vour honorable bodies, met and elected
Mr. Charles B. Calvo public printer.
This committee thoughtthe State might
have been saved several thonsand dol-
lars had the act provided fot, or per-
mitted, competitive bids. ‘Lhe price to
be paid for the work is fixed in the.act
and the committee found itself com-
pelled, under the provisions of the law
to make the appointment. I recom-
mend that the act berepealed and that
& committee from each of your honora-
ble bodies be selected to let the ccn-
tract for public printing st competitive
prices. 1 further recommend that the
act fix the maximum price to be
pad for the work so as nd
to exceed the price being paid now um-
der the existing law. ‘

Dlrect Tax.

There are $3,130.79 in the State tres-
sury to the credit of the direet fax
fund, which, under an act approved
24th December, 1801, is available for
public purposes. I recommend that
you pass a joint resolution suthorizing
the State treasurer to transfer this ac-
count to the general account.

Speclal Legislation.

The number of specis] statutes shounld
' be reduced Ly the enactrsqnt of general
laws, embodying ample prayisions and
remedies for the relief of persons, cor-
porations and commaunities, Talgiive to
subjects of & general character to
put an end to the present flood of spe-
cial legislation. Asitis easier and 12
some casas cheaper to apply toffhe Gen-
eral Assembly for relief ra:hef§ than to
the courts or other tribunals provided
by general law, thelegislaturg is being,
upon various excuses, subjecfed tocon-
stant pressur e to enact specifl laws for
the relief of individuals. !
constitutional provisions
limit such special legisiatigh have often
been evaded under the ghuise of a so-
called gecveral law. In th¢ constitution
of 1895 there are express provisions pro-
bibiting special and locallezisiation by
the General Assembly. ' Prior to 1395,
during each legislative session & great
deal of time was consumed in the con-
sideration of such spec¢ial legislation,
at great expense to the State. 1t was to
check this growing evil that these pro-
hihiting . provisions were introduced
into the constitution. j It is natoral and
may be praisewortliy for individual
legislators to seek to/advance the inter-
ests of their localitiés aud constitnea-
cies: but such intergsts should be sub-
ordinated to the guneral public good,
and such special aid local legislation is
evidently injurious to the public weal.
Too much legislation, both general and
special, has undonbtedly characterized
South Carolina /for the past thirty

years.
Such special and local enactments,
besides being a/speciea of class legisia-
ion, are most Marmful in making it un-
in what the statute law is. It is,
herefore, & wise provision of our pres-
bt constitatipn, which prohibits local
nd special legislation, and it should
rigidly [enforced. But, notwith-
nding this constitational inhibition,
n examinafion of theacts passed by the
neral Aspembly during the sessions
1896 apd 1897 will soow that this
se provision was evaded and that
ere wasfconsiderable special and local
islatiop. Since the adjournment of
Genpral Assembly in1887 an act
»d dluring the last session has been
by the SBupreme Court to be
itntional on the ground, am
that it was special and lx

legisiation. It was anact jorbiddmg a;|
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practical defeat of the abjects of the
constitutional inhibition.

Prompt action should be taken by
your honorable Dbodies to enforce ob-
sarvaunce of the provisions of the con-
stitution on this subject, and to confine
legislation as nearly as practicable
within the limits prescribed by the con-
stitation. I would respectinlly recom-
mend for your earnest consideration the
creation, by a joint resolution, of a joint
committee of the two houses who shall
be specially charged with the duty of
sapervising all bills introduced, and re-
porting such as come within the propri-
etory provisions of the constitution, re-
lating to local and special legisiation.
With such a safeguard the General As-
sembly can successfully avoid the en-
acticent of laws forbidden by the con-
stitution and insure the faithful ob-
gervance of its wise and salutary pro-
visions.

-~

State Colleges.
The attendsance at the State colleges
is fully np to tne average. They all ap-
pear tobe doing satisfactoryaad careful
work. ring the past year Dr. Fravk
. Woodward was elected president of
the Souto Carolina College, aad Prof.
Henry 8. Hartzog president of Clemson
College. They were elected to fill va-
cancies occasioned by the resignations
of Dr. James Woodrow, president of
the South Carclina College, and Prol.
E. B. Craizhead, president of Clemson
College. Results arc proving the wis-
dom of the trustees in making theseex-
eellent selections.
Phosphate Industry.
_ Only §40,700.25 bave been paid dar.
ing the year info the State treasury
from the phosphate mining induetry.
This amount, under the law, must be
devoted to a sinking fand for the re-
demption of State bonds. Yon may ex-
pect'a still smaller revenne from this
gource next year. Competition with Al-
ziers and Florida has so rednced the
price of phosphate rock that some of
our mingrs have been forced to snspend
cperations. Those who are engaged in
the bnsiness are mining at a loss, not-
withstanding the fact that the bosrd of
phosphate commissioners reduced the
rovalty from 50 cents to 25 cents per

ton. %
rhe Sinking Fund Commission.

The total value of the sssets of the
comulative phosphate royalty sinking
fund is $263,007.56. Of this amount
$37,532,00 was loaned to counties at a
rate of 5 per cent. interest per annum.
The sinking fund has permanently in-
vested in State stocks $35,723.56. There
is invested in temporary losns, under
the act of February 25, 1336, and Feb-
ruary 25, 1897, £58,484.22. 'This leaves
a balance of $131,262.58, which has
been deposited in bank, beuring 4
per cent. payable monthly. You can
see from the above statement that
ucder the act of 1897 only a small
amount was lent to counties; while the

r part of the fund has been de-
posited in banks and is unsecured, ex-
cept by the credit of these banks. It
will also be seen that,on the 31st of
December, 1896, there was then loaned
to the banks at 4} per cent. interest,
and secured by a deposit with the State
treasurer as collateral security of State
Prown 4} per cent stock, §i78,984.22,
leaving only 22,816.03 cash deposited in

Confederate Records.

1t has been particularly unfortunate
that the office of State historian has
been made vacant by the desath of two
worthy incumbents. Since the ad-
journment of the General ‘Assembly
the grand old Confederate soldier,
General Hugh L. Farley, has passed
away, before he had completed the
work to which he had been sssigned.
1 appointed Col. John P. Thomas Con-
federate historian, to on the
task. You will find in the report of
Colozel Thomas 3 detailed statement
of the work already dewne, together
with what remains to be finished,
sspecially as to the completion of the
Confederate rolls. It is the duty of
the State to nepare an historical ac-
count of the part taken by the com-
mands from this State in the creat
civil war and to complete therolis. I
therefore urge that provision be. made
for carrying wn this work. To insure
completion I recommend thaiasum
be appropriated sufficient for carrying
out this undertaking; and I suggest as
an inducement to its early eompletion
that while suflicient money be sllowed
monthly for current expenses, the
major portion be paid only upon the
completion and acceptance of the work
as now mappe | onf.

County Government.

The General Assembly should givel
carefnl consideration to the matter of
expendiiures by coanty governmenta,
"The system now in force is yery cam-
bersome, and in many eounties leads to
extravagsuce. From the representa-
fion by townships arises a tendency to
reciproeate favors, and this leads to
useiess expenditures which, if there
were no opporinnity for theee mn{nnl?
beneficial exchanges, would be avoided.
Many cournties bave remedied thistrou-
isle as far as possible and bave made a
further saving by vlaeing their ofticers
on fixed salaries and turning thp sur-
plas lelt over after paying thefsalary
into the general county fund.

Conclusion. /

T desire to impress npon {he members
of the General Assembly Ahe necessity
for the strictest economyy in the appro-
priation of public monéys. While un-
necessary and excessive appropriations
of public money siould be avoided at
all simes, and tbe strictest economy
consistent \rith,-t:ood administration in
every brauch of the public service
should be at #ll times enforced, thereis
at this time’a special reason why this
principles should be carefully applied.
The peopie have endured a long period
of business depression, but the present
low price of cotton,our principal money
crop, has caused still greater depres-
sion, and the mercantile and industrial
inactivity is keenly felt by sll classea.
As guardians of the publicinterests and
castodians of the public funds the para-
mount question at this juncture, when
considering the appropriation of the
people’s money, should be. Can this
axpenditare be deferred without injury

to the public interests, until business
shall have resumed its normal activity?

be, the power to pass bills and to
change existing laws for bettering the
conditions of our 1nstitations and for
reducing taxes. My recommendations
are merely wdvisory; the responsibility
for the passage ur defeat of bills, intro-
duced or recommended, lies with you
il is my desire to co-operate during the
coming session, as during the past, with
your respective bodies and members in
the interest of the taxpayers and of our
people generally; in that beba!f I willat
all times be pleased to consult with com-
mitlees or with individual members.
The responsibility for the defeat of
any good measure for whatever reason
shall net rest on the executive, mor
shall I allow myeelf to be influenced in
any of my actions by intimatious that
my measures msy be defeated. Per-
sonal preference or desire shall not be
indulged by me in the proposal of any
meacure, If they be found not sub-
servent to thepublie interests, my sug-
gestions should be ignored; if in that
interest, their defeat will harm not the
executive but only the people.

1 eall your attention to the reports of
the various State departments, which
will give you a more intimate insight
into State affairs. In the various de-
partments of the State government I
ﬁn? H: the t::ﬁl:en n 3uenl disposition
to follow the law it Jer-
Iy the daties of their oms:::::gt s b .

Wx. H. EsLEszE,
Gover.ur.

THE LAW AS II'TERPRETED.

The purclhaser of a negotiable promis-
sory note with the indorsement of a
guaranty thereon is held, i1 Dunham
vs. Peterson (N. D.), 36 L. R. A. 232, to
be an indorsee within the rule protect-
ing innocent purchasers for valze be-
fore maturity. The annotation to the
case reviews the decisions on the trans-
fer of title to a note by Indorsement ia
the form of a goaranty. 3 2a)

A passenger who protrudes his elbow
through a window In a railway coach
when passing through a tunnel so that
it strikes timbers near the sides of the
car is held,.in Clark vs. Lonisville and
Nashville Rallroad Company (Ky.), 36
L. R. A. 123, to be guilty of such negli-
gence that he cannot recover from the
carrier, although his elbow was pro-
truded Inadvertently and did mot ex-
tend more than one and one-half inches
beyond the outer surface of the side of
the car.

A bequest for the maintenance of free
public schools is sustained in re Johm
{(Ore.), 36 L. R. A. 242, where the, will
provided for & board of trustees to be
appointed by the judges who were giv-
en pewer to formulate rules for the
government of the board and directed
that the school should never inculcate
the doetrines of any religlous sect or
denomination one more than another.

The lability for an Injury to an em-
ploye sent from Michigan to the Cana-
dian end of a tunnel to work in com-
pressed air is held, In Turper vs. St
Clair Tunnel Company (Mieh.), 36 L.
R. A. 134, to be governed by the law of
Canada, where the action is based on
the alleged wrong In allowing him to
enter upon the work In ignorance of
dangers known or which should have
been known to the master.

An express provision in a eoniract
that it shall be construed to have been
made in a eertain State is held, In Un-
jon Central Life Imsurance Company
vs. Pollard (Va.), 36 L. R. A, 271, to
make it subject to the laws of that
State. And this is applied to a statute
of that State as to the effect of mis-
statements in applications for insur-
ance, although the property was sltuate

in another State. A
A statute prohibiting wagers ot
selling on contests outside the te

without making it apply to such/con-
tests in the State is held in Stite vs.
Stripling (Ala.), 36 L. R. A. 81, to be
within the legislative discretion and it
is sald not to be an attempt to prohibit
acts outside the State.

A boy between 13 and 14 years of age
who did not know thatMe was violating
gny law, although ¥e knew the differ-
ence between right and wrong, was
held, in State vs. Yeargan (N. C.), 36 L.
R. A. 196, to he not liable to punish-
ment for a simple misdemeaner in bet-
ting money/at a game of chance, Thd
pnote to tiie ease reviews the whole

range of/decislons as to criminal liabil- |.

ity of/d'ui!drcn.

C e ——— e
Efeardlru English Barristers.
Very few members of the
bar wear beards. Lord Justice Ropes,
8ir John Rigby and Sir Francis Jeune
are among the few who violate the le-
gai traditions of Great Britain by per-
mitting themselves to appear other
wise than smoothiy shaven.

e ————— -
About two years ago the Cincinnatl
Street Rallway Company laid some
steel tles experimentally, but nothing
has been heard of steel ties for a long
time. Recent examination of these
ties show such good resnlts that the
company will now lay a considerable
number of $hem.

- ——————
«)Madam,” sald a young lady to her
preceptress at hoarding school, “Mr.
Bellfair bas come to take me out to
drive. May I go; madam?” “You know,
miss, that our rules do not allow it
unless you are engaged. Are you en-
gaged to Mr. Belifair?” ~*N—no; Bot
exactly; but If you let gfie g0, 1 shall be
by the time we get back.”

——————— =
His Fellow Feeling—Psterfamillas—
Look here, Dick, you've been a bit wild
yourself in your day and I'd like some
advice. What am I to do with Harry?
The young rascal exveeds his allow-
ance every month. Cousin Dick—In-
crease it—Chicago Journal

-
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logist and authority on thought trans-
ference. The young lady's. neme is
Sally and she is the side pariner of
Joe, who is not less sccomplished than
all around cultured Bostonian. Sally
is sbout the most human monkey in
the world. She has very pronoanced

SALLY, BOSTON'S EDUCATED
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bacco, but has a sof}
for awe
dear to femininif]
real bed with
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