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COMMENTS ON MEN AND THINGS
BY SPECTATOR

Christianity and Communism 
can’t live together, says Mr. 
Peurifoy.

Is religion worth anything? 
Do we believe what we read 
in the Bible? Is there any re
ality in our profession, or is the 
work of the Church just a sort 
of make-believe? I ask all this 
because I purpose to argue a 
point which you will not ac
cept if you think our faith is 
vain, or if you have no faith 
in the reality of our religion.

I do not have to apologize 
for discussing the greatest ques
tion which confronts every man 
and every woman. The ceme
teries in every community pro
claim the certainty of death; 
and nearly all wonder about 
God, certainly when they think 
their days are numbered and 
that they may soon stand be- 
for Him. ,

I am not planning to speak of 
death and personal, individual 
salvation; but the Book of Life 
tells of God’s dealing with Na
tions. as well as with indivi
duals. Nations can be lost as 
surely as can men.

History tells of the splendor 
and arrogance of ancient mon- 
archs; and their sumptuous 
style was not more imposing 
than the voluptuous ease of 
rulers of later eras. But the 
power of those Kings is now 
“one with Nineveh and Tyre.’’ 
The intellectual greatness of 
Greece is as deeply submerged 
today as is the grandeur of 
Caesar, while the realms of As
syria and Babylon and the 
Kingdom of Alexander the 
Great are buried so deep that 
they are of interest only to 
patient, persistent delvers and 
diggers, as truly in the mists 
of lost empires as that of the

ancient Incas of Peru.
Those who follow the lessons 

recently used in the Church 
Schools will find that Jehovah 
rebuked His people for making 
alliances with heathen people; 
He chided them for not seek
ing His guidance with quietness 
and confidence, full assurance 
in His power against any and 
all combinations of earthly 
forces.

Is it true that Jehovah is 
more than a match for the em
battled nations of today? Is 
He interested in us? Do we 
deserve His interest and help?

If we really believe in the 
fact of the Creator’s interven
tion in the affairs of men what 
are the conditions upon which 
we may have his strength to 
buttress our efforts?

We are told that our religion 
must be practical. Wtell, what 
is the essence of practicality? 
Have men shown great wis
dom? Need I ask? What 
brought on all the wars? Were 
they the blunders of men, or 
did they prove the wisdom of 
men?

I quoted recently a passage 
from the Book of Deuteronomy: 
“For what Nation is there so 
great, who hath so nigh unto 
them as the Lord our God is, 
in all things that we call upon 
him for?”

We read in the Scriptures 
that Jehovah responded to the 
call of His people when His 

i people served Him. But He 
doesn’t mean to become a mere 
tool of our begging and ' urging. 
We must do His way; He is 
not going to accommodate him
self to our puny minds and 
unstable purpose.

Now to be practical: and the 
worship of Jehovah must be
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the most practical purpose of 
our life since the failures of 
mankind are seen floating all 
along the stream of time.

Just think of this: who can 
tell what will happen next 
year? Wttio can surely fore
cast the next generation? Some
times our v/isdom seems suffi
cient for a short time, but even 
at best we are poor guessers. 
But Jehovah of Abraham will 
hold the universe in his hand 
thousands of years from now.

Who then, are we to chal
lenge Him?

If we believe the lessons of 
the Bible should we try to have 
relations with a Nation which 
repudiates Jehovah? I ask this 
in all the sincerity of practi
cality.

Men and women may become 
so impressed by the apparent 
strength of certain powers that 
the so-called discretion and 
prudence we have cultivated 
suggest emphatically that we 
make friends with the unreli
gious nation rather than to be 
imperilled by its displeasure. 
We are here face to face with 
a problem which involves the 
very warp and woof of our re
ligion: do we believe in our re
ligion? Or is the last word in 
wisdom the counsel of men?

I do not hesitate to ask the 
question because either we be
lieve or we do not. Sometimes 
it seems that there is a mid
dle ground, but that is usually 
the case of one whose mind dic
tates one cours" but whose 
courage fails. You will recall 
the case of the man who 
brought his son to Jesus after 
the disciples failed to heal him. 
The response of the Master of 
“All things are possible to him 
that believeth.” The distressed 
father’s reply probably express
es what afflicts most of us: 
“Lord I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.” May we con
sider for a moment whether 
we believe that?

Our religious problem is not 
only that of individual salva
tion; history proves clearly that 
judgment comes to Nations, as 
well as to individuals.

Would not America be strong
er in the strength of Jehovah 
than merely by reliance on su
perior physical force? We un
derstand, of course, that the 
Most High requires a man to 
try, to use his best efforts, even 
when dedicating himself to Je
hovah and invoking His protec
tion. You will find it interest
ing to read the story of Gideon 
in the Book of Judges; and one 
equally practical is that told 
of the investigators sent out by 
Moses to study the Promised 
Land. As is true now, the 
Committee was divided, the 
majority said that the enemy 
were giants and that the inves
tigators themselves were only 
as grasshoppers, both in the 
sight of the enemy and in their 
own sight. But two of the Com
mittee were men of better stuff 
—Caleb and Joshua. Caleb 
stilled the anuished cry of the 
multitude, saying “Let us go 
up at once, and possess it; for 
we are well able to overcome 
it.” But the people were so 
thoroughly frightened by fhe 
report that giants lived in the 
Promised Land that they cried 
out against Moses and threat
ened to overthrow Moses. In 
this turmoil Joshua and Caleb 
spoke: “If the Lord delight in 
us, then he will bring us into 
this land, and give it us.” Do 
we believe that? Are we of 
the same enlightened spiritual 
force as Joshua and Caleb? Or 
do we believe that Jehovah is 
a figure of remote antiquity 
and no longer the “I am” of 
the day of Moses?

As practical men, as soldiers, 
Caleb and Joshua said again: 
“The Lord is with us: fear 
them not.” And the children 
of Israel made a vow to Je
hovah, and they took Canaan.

We have been taught the les
son of Jehovah’s protecting 
care, and we recall His deal
ings with Assyria, so long as 
His people called on Him in 
faith.

The story of Elisha’s servant 
has always been interesting and 
illuminating. He saw the ar
my, the horses and chariots of 
Assyria surrounding the city, 
and he cried out to Elisha 
“Alas, My Master! how shall 
we do?” And Elisha answered: 
“Fear not: for they that be 
with us are more than they 
that be with them.” And the 
servant saw the forces of Je
hovah, horses and chariots of 
fire. Now let me quote some
thing you will recall: “And 
that night the Angel of the 
Lord went out and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians an 
hundred, four score and five 
thousand.”

Is this Mighty Power avail
able to us now? What means 
all the churches, the organized 
army of the Lord?

So when Mr. John E. Peuri
foy of the State Department 
says that “Christianity and 
Communism cannot exist in 
the same world,’’ he is thor
oughly supported by Scripture, 
if he means that Communism 
is a repudiation of God, as is 
true in Russia.

If we could put aside our 
conceit and forget our impor
tance for a while we might see 
life in a long view, like one on 
a hill-top overlooking the long 
stretches of low land. One of 
our troubles is that life is 
somewhat of a mirage. Did 
you ever see a mirage? I had 
heard about them all my life, 
but I saw one while travelling

across the desert of California. 
Miles away we saw a river, 
clear, sparkling, rippling water. 
We were going towards it and 
I thought of what a glorious, 
heartening sight it must have 
been to the early explorers who 
saw it after days of toilsome 
climbing over mountains, with 
hunger and thirst about to 
shrivel them to mummies. Miles 
and miles we travelled, always 
approaching that inviting 
stream, but when at length we 
had located the river, it was 
no river, it wasn’t even water, 
not even a drop. Men had 
committed suicide on finding 
this tragic deception; their 
parched throats and hanging 
tongues had endured as long 
as they saw what looked like 
water.

Standing in the old grave- 
yeard at Stoke Poges, England, 
I saw life, human ambition, 
human wisdom, human achieve
ment, human frailty, human 
failures, human glory, as the 
poet Gray saw them and wrote:

‘The boast of heraldy, the 
pomp of power,

And all that beauty, all that 
wealth e’er gave,

Await alike the inevitable 
hour;

The paths of glory lead but 
to the grave.”

The span of human life is 
short; the range of human 
knowledge is small; the reach 
of human wisdom narrowly cir
cumscribed; the vision of man, 
of short distance, as to time as 
well as space; the work of his 
genius crumbles and decays; 
so the practical man, the emi
nently practical man, calls for 
something better than he finds 
within himself. What is there 
that will stand against time 
and error? The Book has an 
answer for that, too. And Sol
omon who was a builder and 
a ruler, a man of wisdom still 
celebrated as preeminent among 
men, made explorations in life; 
as he said: “And I gave my 
heart to seek and search out 
by wisdom concerning all 
things that are done under 
heaven: ... I have seen all 
the works that are done under 
the sun; ... I am come to

great estate, and have gotten 
more wisdom than all they that 
have been before me in Jery- 
ralem: yea, my heart had great 
experience of wisdom and 
knowledge . . . Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his com
mandments: for that is the 
whole duty of man. So said 
Solomon.

So how shall we practical 
men of America act to main
tain the greatn^s and security 
of America? Are we sufficient 
of ourselves? Or, is the high
est practicality an alliance that 
won the wars for Israel, even 
when surrounded by heathen 
nations in full panoply of war?

PROSPERITY
Miss Dorothy Leaphart enter

tained with a lovely party Sat
urday night. The Thanksgiv
ing motif was used in the dec
orations and games. Most, of 
the entertainment was group 
games with prizes for the group. 
One individual game prize was 
won by Miss Joy Thomason. 
The hostess’s mother and grand
mother assisted her in serving 
a sweet course. The favors 
were miniature baskets of 
candy.

The November meeting of the 
William Lester chapter of the 
UDC was held Friday afternoon 
at the home of Mrs. John 
Stockman with Mrs. Mary Ep- 
ting as hostess. The subject of 
discussion for the afternoon was 
“Boys of World Wars I and II.” 
Each member gave a sketch of 
a veteran. The scrap book com
piled by the chapter was almost 
completed. The hostess served 
a sweet course.

The garden clubs are all 
pleased with the response to 
their appeal to clean the Pros
perity cemetery. Again they 
wish to thank all who have co
operated.

The Literary Sorosis will 
meet Friday afternoon at 3:30 
with Mrs. T. A. Dominick.

R. W. Ballentine of Cameron 
spent the weekend with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
BaUentine.

Mr. and Mrs. Mayo Creel of 
Hemmingway were week end 
guests of Mrs. Creel’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Perry.

Mrs. Jake Wheeler spent last 
Monday in Abbeville with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. 
Cochran.

Mrs. A. E. Tinsley and Miss 
Annie Lee Langford of Spartan
burg were guests Saturday of 
Misses Susie and Mary Lang
ford.

E. B. Kibler of Dublin, Ga., 
is visiting his sister and bro
ther, Miss Blanch Kibler and 
Dr. E. N. Kibler.

Mr. and Mrs. Cole Wessinger 
spent Sunday in Columbia with 
Mr. and Mrs. Earle Derrick.

Mrs. M. D. Derrick and Roy 
Derrick were in Columbia Sun
day as guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Derrick.

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Bed- 
enbaugh of Manning spent the 
weekend with their parents, 
Mrs. J. A. Counts and Mr. and 
Mrs. Maxcy Bedenbaugh.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Summer, 
of Newberry, with their child
ren, were Sunday guests of 
Mrs. Summer’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. N. Bedenbaugh.

Mr. and Mrs. David Lee and 
their little son, David, Jr. and 
little Miss Beaumond Bailen- 
tine of Greenville spent last 
week with Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Ballentine.

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Wise and 
their son, Bobby, of Washing
ton, D. C., were Sunday guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Young.

Misses Jeannine Ballentine 
and Nelle Harmon, WHnthrop 
College students, were at home 
for the weekend.

Mrs. John Schrum and her 
daughter, Harriette and John
nie, of Lincolnton, N. C., were 
weekend guests of Mrs. 
Schrum’s mother and sister, 
Mrs. E. O. Counts and Miss 
Ethel Counts.

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Taylor 
and their three children of 
Ware Shoals were guests Sun
day of Mr. and Mrs. J. Frank 
Browne.

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Barnes 
and Mrs. Emily Counts spent 
Sunday in Columbia as guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Barnes.
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Longer, Heavier, with 
Wider Tread

the big car in the low-price field, 
with all the advantages of more 
riding-comfort, road-steadiness 
and safety.

TW! ) Da Luxe Sport Coupe
Fisher Body Styling 

and Luxury
with smooth, graceful enrves, 
new interior richness and such 
extra luxuries as Push-Button 
Door Handles.

Center-Point 
Steering

with control centered between 
the front wheels for maximum 
driving-ease with minimum 
driver fatigue.

Only one low-priced car 
brings you all these
EXTRA VALUES

Fisher Unisteel Body 
Construction

with steel welded to steel above, 
below and all around you for 
the -highest degree of solidity, 
quietness and safety.

j

World's Champion 
Valve-In-Head Engine

the extra efficient power plant 
with the valve-in-head design 
that’s setting the trend for the 
automotive industry.

CHEVROLET 5-Inch Wide-Base Rims, 
plus Low-Pressure Tires

the widest rims in the low-price 
field—plus extra low-pressure 
tires—for greater stability and 
riding-comfort.

... and ifs the
LOWEST PRICED LINE IN ITS FIELD! w

Curved Windshield with 
Panoramic Visibility

supplying all that extra vision 
which means extra safety m 
driving with a fuller, freer view 
all about you.

c. Extra Economical 
to Own and Operate

and traditionally worth more 
when you trade; for Chevrolet 
is America’s most wanted motor 
car—new or used!

-Lr-’

Certi-Sofe 
Hydraulic Brakes

more outstanding than ever be
fore with new Ehtbl-Ufe Rivet
less brake linings that last up 
to twice as long.

KEMPER MOTOR COMPANY, INC.
1517 Main St. Newberry, S. C.


