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MEANING OF THE NEW
MEDICAL COLLEGE ACT

ATTORNEY GENIUAL GIVES AN OPIAN-
ION As TO THE PROPER

Construction of the Act Exempting Stu-
dents of Reputable Medical uoileges in
This state, Having a Four Years'
0ourse, fro,n the Burden and
Expense of an Additional Ex-
atninatinn by the State

Board of Health

(Special to The News and Courier.]
Columbia, April 11. - Attorney

General Bellinger has announced an
important opinion relativo to the
Medical Student Exemption Act,
which will be of interest, to the fra-
ternity. The opinion is rendered at.
the solicitation of Dr. S. C. Baker,
secretary of the State board of ex-

aminerq, and i. as follows:
Replying to your letter of the 5th

inst. in your letter you ask for a con-
struction of "An Act to amend Sub-
division 7 of Section 970, Vol. 1,
Revised Statutes of South Curolina,
as to the qualifications of physicians,
so as to exempt graduates of the
Medical College of the State of South
Carolina and all graduates who pre-
sent a diploma from a reputable
medical college in this State. Ap-

proved the 15th day of February,
A.D 1901." In this act sub-divis-

ion 7 is amended so as to read as
follows: "Nothing in this section

~kshall apply to regular graduates
S'gdiplomas issued by any col-ho .tablished reputation in this

loge o1B !a has a four years' course
State, whi

--- sandngofnO
of instruction j25 a s.ta nigoexmnotless than 75 per o'kgory evidence
tion, and make satiBsna7''d of ox-
of their standing to the boaa',..
aminers, nor to commissioned m:
cal officers of the United States army
or navy or United States marine hos-
pital service, nor shall it include!
physicians or surgeons residing in
other States and called in consulta-
tion in special cases with physicians
or surgeons residing in this State."
It is to be noted that while the title
of the act mentions specifically the
Medical College of the State of South
Caroina the body of the act has no:
reference to this particular college;
this being accounted for by the fact
that in the senate all special refer-
ence, to this college was stricken out
and the provisions of the act made

app~licable to "any college of estab-
lished repultationl in this State, which

*has a four years' course of instrue
tion and a standard of not less than
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75 per cent. on examinations," by
amendment. It, is a didicult matter
to give any satisfactory construction
of ihis act. as a whole for several
reasons, among thenr: Grammati-
cally there is faulty construction, as
is evident when the words, "and
make satisfactory evidence of their
standing," etc., are construed with
what precedes. The sub-division is
in one sentence and cannot be parsed
by any rules of grammar, but taking
for granted that the word "make"
should be read "making," so as to have
reference to the graduates, we pass
to another diffloulty. The section
in which this sub division is to be
found contains all of the statute law
of this State relating to the powers
and duties of the State board of
medical examiners, and by this ActInothing contained in this section
shall apply to the regular graduates
therein described. That is, such
graduates are not subjected to any
of the 'provisions of this section, such
as examination application for li-
cense, registry by the clerk of the
court of the county for the payment
of any fees to the board, for the rea-
son, as aLove stated, that such re-
quiremnents are to be fond nowhere
else in the statutes than in the sec-
tion from the operation of which
thcy are expressly exempt. Yet, in
addition to the requirement that theIgraduates shall hold a diploma issued
by some college of established repu-
tation in this State, which hat~'. four
years' course of instructlo:, and a
standard of not less than 75 per cent.
on exammnation, he is required to
''make satisfactory evidence of his
standing to the board of medical ex-
aminers," no provision being made

-te licensing by the board of the
,'n,nor the payment of any

fee for th aking of this "evidence,"
nor the mannLer in which the board
shall signify its >proval or satisfac-
tion in the premiseig-

I shall now procee to attempt to
answer the questions propounded
by you without quoting ie same iu,
extense. By this Act the g 'iaduates
therein named~are exempte from
relatering in the office of the e 'erk of
court in the county in whi 'a they
reside. Before the graduat can
avail himself of the benefits o 1
Act he must submit to the boa of
examiners his diploma, and 'Nae
board must be satisfied from evidenm.f
submitted that the college issuing
such is one of "established reputa-
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tion in this State and has a four
years' course in instruction and a
stindard of not less than 75 per cent
on examination." The board can-
not subject the graduate to the ox-
amination provided for in Subdivi-
sion 3, of the section, and, inasmuch
as the foe 'therein mentioned is to be
paid by the "applicant for the exam.
inlation," the graduate cannot be re-
que.tAed to pay any fee. You say
that within the past few years a
nuiber of graduates from the Med-
ical College have failed to pay the
examination fee and were refused
license by the board; have these re-
jected men now the right to prtctice
under the Act or does examination
under the Act apply only to men
graduating after the passage of the
Act ? "Is it requisite that the grad-
uiates of the Medical Ooliege of the
State of South Carolina show that
they are graduates after a four years'
course of study before they can reap
the benefits no matter how short a
period of study the college authori-
ties ma;y see fit to require?Y"
To this I answer that the clear

meaning of the Act is that the grad-
unte has covered "a four years' course
of instruction," and upon examina-
tion of the same has come up to "a
standard of not less than 75 per
cent." Graduates of the coliege who
hold diplomas issued before the four
years' course was established cannot
claim the benefits of the Act, inas-
much as such diplomas were not
issued by a college basing a "four
years' course of mnstrnct ion." In miy
view of the Act it muist be left to tbe
college authoritie~s to plakn or map
out "a four years' course of in-
struction," and this, as I un-
derstand it, would mean that or-
dinarily four years wvould be con-
sumed by the averago student in
covering the course, but it is not re-
quired that four years' actual study

and attendlancel upon the college
should lbe shiown by the student, in.-
asmuch as under extraordinary cir'
cumtances the full col'rse might be
taken and mustered in less time. I
think that the Act leaves details of
this ebarneter to the faculty of the
college, demand inmg, however, that its
diploma after its estab)lishinlg such a
course shall hold out to the world
that it is in effect a certificate that
the gradIuate hani passed1 all t he ex-
aminations required by the course
burd comes up to standard fixed and

a\'vertised.
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In one portion of your let ter you
ask: "Shall the board hands otT and
take no iction upon graduates from
the Modical Collego of the State of
South Carolina?" In answer to this
I say that tho board is a branch of
the government of this State, com-

posod of olicers appointed by the
Governor and, nuder this Act., are
burdened with the dity of receiving
"satisfactory evidence" of the stand-
ing of the graduates. Yours respect-
fu)ly,

U. Dulncan Bellinger, Attorney
General.

TRAINIINO STATION FOR TIIE U. 8.
NAVY.

Fort Royal Losam Dry Dock hut ains Im-
porlanat Prtzes.

Washington, April 11.--Admiiral
Crowninshijeld, who has just returned
from an insepection of southern ports
with a view to the establishment of
a naval training station, has recom-
mended to the secretary of the navy
that the naval station at Port Royal,
S. C., be utilized for this purpose.
The secretary heartily approves of

the recconmendationt and in forme(d
Congressman Elliott today that the
buildings at Port Royal would lbe
used and improved for the aciommio.
dation of from 500 to 1,00)0 boys,
chiefly from the south Th'e stat ion
he told Mr. Elliot, would be made a
most important one. The machinery
now 'at Port Royal dry (lock will be
transferred to Charleston i.: accor-
dance with the recent act of congress
remioving the cdock station and new
buildings, will be erected near Char-
leston for its reception, it being im.
possible to remove those at Port
[loyal.

'(0 I..AV UP' TOltP'E)( SOATs.

1),ring Tim40eof In,a tivd~;ity Tiacy M ybe7ati
P'ort Ifoyal,

Washington A pril 1 1. --Secretary
Long has app4oint ed ai board for
naval officers, headed b)y Capt. Con
verse to conIside(r thle diesirability of
having t he torpedo boats rondez
voused at somie centrzal point, where
they may be taskeni out of water dur.
ing periods of inactivity. It has
been expectedl that Boston would be
designated 1as the joint, b'it the
qluestionI is still open and is now, felt
that Port Royal S. C. and other
points on the coast may be considered
by the board.
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CATHOLICS FIGHTING
THE STATE SCHOOLS

ANi) ritCNI0 TOWARiA A11401,11i1 J1
CONT,rlt iY i1.1ISLATION.

A Confere o of Rdhtcalors Declaro lih
Daiger T1ii'atoiiing tho Liberty of

CotiReinnee-An Appeal for

Chico,) Aril 12.-- A dciaratioti
of the Ca thoheli. position oi '-ducation
inl tho Unitted Sthtes wis adiopted to-
day at the closing sessioln of t he fil
tional conference of the Association
of Catholic colleges. The resolutions
comprising the declarations receivod
thounanunous assent of the represont
tatives from the different colleges-
practically the entire collegiato sys.
ten of the Catholic church in Ameri-
ca. The dlolegates ont adjourning
wvere enthusiastic over their labors,
fooling confident that the coniiferenco
has been a marked succesa.
The dleclarat ion adIoptOd wvas as

follows:
First--That this association of

Catholic colleges request its prdsi-
(lent, Right Ilov. Tfhomtas J. Conaty,
respetfully to call the attention of
the bisops of the United States, at
their annunal meeting to the work of
this conference in regard to our col-
legiate conditions and especially to
the impJortanlce of the high scool
miovreeit.

Sec.ond-Th''lat thle tendancy of eidi.
cattionual logislation forces us to wvarn
our Catholic people of the systamata e
anid welhl defined effort ini certain
<jlnrters towardi absiolute State con-
trol in educatiori, thereby thre'ateniung
and crippling all piv~ate odutcationalt
effort, thbus depriving a large class of
the citizens of the liberty of min.
tining schools in which thbeir relig
ion shall beC mt'ade arn essential e'le-
thont.

'Thli rd-That we reind( legislators
of the rights of conscience gamian-
teed to uts by oine Amiericain citizen.
shtip and callI their attenition to the
system of schools which our people
hnve anni ntained att great expesand551
sactriflice.

F'ourth---That we protest againist
the unfair arid unjust dliscrimninations
resultoirg from much of the e'duca-
tionial logislti on andit we appeal to
the mIindednliess arid sense of justice
of the American peopl1e to protect us
from such illiborality.

Fifth --That this counference of
Catholic colleges convin-e ,s tha
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wo aro jutiiedm IIi solring, that ourl

college system~~ gt de Irve ihe generous')i
cooporitionl of 111l interefted inl hlighl-
or Cathiolie vdilcutin; fill weo p1404ge
ourselvesi to ario ovoryv offort to pf'r
foct. fitill Ior 0 O rI l,(I)IIogilto vwoiti
tionls.

Sixth- Tlit wo call ipoll Caith
lies to re1cogniz,-, the illiporlinvO Iood
of i mor'' porfoct ormgiuzation (f our

Wtlu tioilal tm\ !441111 fil(d we avit'lro
themi that v. it h ubr IIr,hovidopini.telI(
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shall onltimlm to maIIItail at high col.
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Wordi (it choor from across thl
s011 W011e reIevived in a cubIegramI1 of
congratulation from Popm Leo X111
At Romo. Th message read as fol
lows:

lomlll, A priI I I.

oIf th CI)(on fe'rence . f CatiiIc
CJolleges:

Thle 11oly fathter t hankls you for the(
goodi wishiei expressed by you in the
namiye of t.hie Coniferenceo of (Catholic
collegeH andl host81ows muost boart ily
the apostoIel onotction.

rThe calbegramn wals in annswver to a

to thet p)op( whenI it 'onIvoued.(
Th'le folliowinig I ulicL(rs* were chiosent

to servo dullrin Ithet enisuinig year:
P'rosidenzt Ught Re~v. Thom11as J.

Conaty, D). D., rector of the Cat hiolic
Uiniversit y, W\ashinlgtonl; zte(re'tary
and( t reasu rer Rev I .1111(Ii JohnConwy,

S. .J.(l)IZI (onz0g olge, W ashingtonl.

8losig aiddIress of tihle presid en t of
the con fereunc. .\g r. Conaty3, of
Washinlgton, I). J. WVtih a vigor
aind polished0( 11loquenlce t hat held1
his8 auditors (ill thle last word , he

8J)ok{o as follows:
"The1 st.udy a lordedi to us of the(

logislationJ should1( open th eyes(~P of
all to t he danlge.rs whicehii Leuie our
liberty of consiciine by 11( thelondoney
toward abhsoluto(1 State coint.rol over
ai IllagenIcies ini edulcaItion, thus1 cru18h-
ing all inditividl e'lort anrd (criplg

all1 attempts at pivate 8schoo18 in.
which oulr religioni is made(1 an1 (8ssen-
(ial factor. We are citizons as well
as Christians andi we refuse to bend
the kneoe to (lhe fetich of State pator-
nIalismf and claimi by virtue of our

cit,izenship the right to edlucate our
people in ucbanis Wihie om. COfl
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