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T WAS nearly millnight, and
sUIl the pay party lingered on
5 the vevanda There had been
a fortnight of “petting scrilod” the
new post, precoded by a month of march-
ing that had brought the battalion [rom
distant service to this stranee Texan sta-
tion. The new comers had boon hospita-
bly welcomed by the ofticers of the little
garrison of infantry, and now, in recog-
nition of their many courtesies, the field
officer commanding the arviving troops
bad been entertaining the resident ofli-
cers and ladies at dinner The colonel
was a host in himself, but preferred not
to draw too heavily on his reserves of
ancedoto and small talk, so ho had ealled
in two of his subalterng to assist in the
pleasant duty of being attentive to the
infantry Indies, and just now, at 11:45 p.
m., ho was wonidering I Lieut, Perry
had not too literally construed his in-
structions, for that voung gentleman
was devoting himself to Mrs, Bellknap in
& manner so marked as (o make the eap-
tain, bher lvwrul lovd and master, wmani-
festly uncasy.

Mrs, Belknap, howoever, scemed to en-
Joy the situation inunensely. Shoe wag
a pretty woman at most times, as even
her rivals admitted.  Sho was o beauti-
ful woman at all times, was the verdict
of the oflicersof the regiment when they

happened to speak of the natier nong
themselves.  Sho was dark, with lus.
trous cyes and sweeping  lashes, with

coral lips and much luxurinnes of tross,
and o way of glincing sideways from
under her heavily fringed eyvelids that
tho younger and e impressionablo
men found qguite irresistible when ae-
corded the rare luxuey of a tete-n-teto,
Belknap was a big and  boisterous min;
Mrs. Belknap was smiall in stature, and
soft—very solt-——of voice, Bolknap was
either brusquely repellent or oppressively
cordial in manner: Mys, Belknap wag
either gently anl exasperatingly indif-
ferent to those whom she did notl eare to
attract, or caressingly sweet Lo thoso
whose attentions she desived

In their own regiment the young ofli-
cers soon found that unless they wished
“to be involved in an nnpleasaniness with
Belkuup it was best to be only very mol-
erately devoted o his pretty wifo, and
those Lo whom an unpleasantness with
the big captain might have had no ter-
rors of consequence wore deterred by
the fact that Mrs Belknap's devotes
among the “youngsters™ hal invarinbly
become an object ol coldness and aver-
sion (o the odher dames and damsels of
the garvison. Very short lived, there-
fore, had been the little Nirtations that
sprang up rom time to time in thoso
frontier posis whercin Capt, and  Mes,
Bellmap were among (the chiof orna.
moents  of  socicty, but now malters
seemed to be taking other shapo,  IFFrom
the very day that handsome Ned Perry
dismounted in front of Belknap’s quar-
ters and with his soldicry saluto reported
to the then commanding oflicer that Col,
Brainard and his battalion of cavalry
would ‘arrive in the course of two or
threo hours, Mys. Helkknap had evineed n
conteotment in his society and assumed
an air of quasi-proprictorship that served
to annoy her garrison sisters moro than
o little.  FFor the timo being all the cav-
alrymen were bachelors, eithor by ac-
tual rank or by brevet,” s none of tho
ladies of the —th accompunicd the bat-
talion on its mureh, and none woere ox-
pT!nl.utl until the stations of the regiment
in its now department had been definite-

di“:_\ly settled.  The post surgeon, oo, was

crushe

“ving & life of single blessednoess s the
g spring wore on, for his good wife

Londc betaken herself, with the childven,
aftornoon tlistint cust us soon as the disap-

of the catue .,

wof the winter's snows rev. dered
the hard prairvie roads a

reported from La great danger or discomfort,
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&0 fair and massivo and strong—camo
rather o closo together for the equa-
nimity of Capt. Belknap, who had es.
snyed Lo take a hand at whist in the par-
lor.

Ono or two of the ladies, also, were
silent observers of tho sceno—silont as to
the scene beenuso, being in conversation
at thetime with brother oflicers of Licut,
Pervy, they were uncertain ns yet how
cotmmentson his growing (lirtation might
bo received  “I'hat their eyes should oe-
casionally wander towards tho hammock
and then glanee with sympathetic sig-
nilicance at those of some fair ally and
intimato wns natural enough.  But when
it beeamo presently apparent that Mrs.
Belknap was actually unfastening tho
littlo silken braid that had hung on Ned
Perry’s cap ever sinco the day of his ar-
rival—all the whily, too, looking shyly
up in his eyes as her fingers worked;
when it was scen that she presently do-
tached it from tho button and then, half
hesitatingly, but evidently in compliunce
with his wishes, handed it to him; when
he was seen to toss it carelessly—even
contemptuously—away and then bend
down lower, as though gazing into her
shaded eyes, Mrs, Lawrenco could stand
it no longer.

“Mr. Greaham," sald she, “isn't your
friend, Mr Perry, something of a flivt?”

“Who?—Ncd?” asked Mr. Graham, in
well feigned amaze and with sudden
glanee towards the object of his inquiry,
“How on earth should 1 know anything
about it? Of course you do not seck ex
pert testimony in asking mo. Mo tries, 1
suppose, to adapt himself to efrcum-
stances.  But why do you ask?

“Because 1 see that he has been induc-
Ing Mrs. Belknap to take off that little
tassel on the button of his cap. He has
worn it when off duty ever simce ho
came; and we supposed it was something
he cherished; I know she did.”

Graham broke forth in a | :alof merry
laughter, but gave no furt’ o reply, for
Jjust then the colonel and .:e doctor left
their chairs, and, sauntering over to the
hammock, brought mighiy relief to Bel-
knap at tho whist table and vexation of
spirit to his pretty wife. Tho flirtation
was broken at a most interesting point,
and Perry, rising suddenly, camo over
and joined Mrs. Lawrenco.

If she expected tosee him pilqued or
annoyed at the interruption and some-
what perturbed in manner, she was
greatly mistaken. Nothing could have
been more sunshiny and jovial than the
greeting he gave her. A laughing apol-
ogy to Graham for spoiling his tete-a-
tete was aecomplished in a moment, nand
then down by her side he satand plunged
into o merry descviption of his experi-
ences at dinner, where he had been
placed next to the chaplaif’s wifo on the
one hand, and she had been properly ag-
grieved at his attentions to Mrs, Bellknap
on the other,

"You must remember that Mrs, Wells
Is a very strict Preshytervian, Mr, Perry;
and, for that matter, none of us have
scen a dinner such as the colonel gave us
this evening for ever and ever so long,.
We are quite unused to the ways of
civilization; whereas you havo just come
from the east—and long leave, Perhaps
it is the fashion to bo all devotion to
one's next door neighbor at dinner,”

“Not if she be ns repellent and vener-
able as Mrs. Wells, 1 assure you, Why,
I' thought she would have been glad to
leave the table when, after having re-
fused sherry and Pontet-Canet for up-
wards of an hour, hor glass was filled
with champagne when she happened to
be looking the other way,”

“It is the first dinner of the kind she
bas ever scen here, Mr, Perry, and 1
don’t suppose cither Mr. or Mrs. Wellg
has been up so late before in years, Ho
would have enjoyed staying and watch-
ing whist, but she carried him off almost
as s00n as wo left the table. Our society
has been very dull, you know—only our-
selves at the post all this last year, and
nobody outside of it.”

"One would supposo that with all this
magnificent eattle range there would bo
some congeninl people ranching near
you. Are thero none at all?”

“Absolutely none! Theroe are somo
ranches down in the Washita country,
but only ono fine one near us: and that
might as well bo on the other side of the
Atlantic.  No one from there eover
comes here; and Dr. Quin s the only
living soul in the garrison who ever got
within tho walls of that ranch, What
he saw thero ho positively refuses to tell,
despito all our entreaty,”

“You don't tell me there's a ranch
with a mystery hero near Rossiter]” ex-
claimed Mr. Perry, with sudden interest.

“Why, I do, indeedl Is it possiblo
you havo been hero two whole weeks
and haven’t heard of Dunraven Ranch?"

“I'vo heard thero was such a thing; 1
saw it from a distance when out hunting
the other day. But what's thoe mystery?
—what's ti.o matter with it?"

“That's what wo all want to know-
and cannot find out. Now, there is an
exploit worthy your, enorgy and best
efforts, Mr. Perry. Thero is a big,
wealthy, well stocked ranch, tho fluest
homestead huildings, wo are told, in all
this part of Texas. They suy it is beau-
tifully furnished—that it has a fine
librar, , a grand piano, all manner of
things indieative of culture and refine-
ment among its occupants—but the own-
or only comes around once or twico a
year, and is an iceberg of an English-
man.  All the peoplo about the ranch
are English, too, and the most repellent,
boorish, discourteous lot of men you ever
saw. When the Eleventh were here
they did everything they could to be

civil to them, but not ary invitation
would they accept, not one would they
extend; and so from that day to this
nono of the oflicers have had any inter
course with tho people at the ranch, and
the soldiers know very little more.  Onco
or twice i year some very ordinary look-
ing men arrive who aro said' to be very
distinguished people—in England; but
they remain only a little while, and go
away as suddenly as they came.”
*"And you have never seen any of

.
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“Never, except at o distanco.  Nog
has any ono of the oflicers, excopt 1
Quin,"”

“And you have nevoer heard anythin:
about the inmates and why they lkecy
up this policy of exelusivonoess?”

“Wo have heard all manner of things
—somo of them wildly romantie, somo
mystoriously tragic, and all of themn,

robably, absurd. At all events, Capt.

wwrence has told me ho did not wish
mo to repeat what 1 had heard, or to bo
concerned in any way with the stories
alloat; so you must ask somchbody clso,
Try the doctor  "T'o change tho subject.
Mr. Perry, 1 sec you havo lost that mys-
terious littlo silken braid and tassel you
wore on your cap button., [ Ffaneied
there was somo romance attached to it,
and now it is gone,”

Perry laughed, his blue oves Lwinkling
with fun: “If I will tell you how and
whero I got that tassel, will yon tell mo
what you have heard about Dunraven
Ranch?”

“l1 cannot, unless Capt. Lawrenco
withdraws his prohibition. Perhaps ho
wiil, though, for I think it was only be-
cause ho was tired of hearing all our
conjectures and theories,”

“Well, will you tell mo if 1 can induco
the captain to say he has no objection?”
pexsisted Perry

“1 will to-morrow—If you will tell me
about tho tassel to-night.”

“Is it & positive promise? You will tell
mo to-morrow all you have heard about
Dunraven Ranch if I will tell you to
night all I know about tho tassel?”

“Yes—a promise.”

“Very well, then. You
to the compact, Graham
confession. I have worn that tassel ever
since our parting ball at Fort Riley,
That is to say, it has been fustencd to
that button ever sinco the ball until to-
night; but I've been mighty eareful not
to wear that cap on any kind of duty,”

“And yet you let Mrs, Belknap (ake it
off to-night?"

“Why shouldn't 1?7 There wis no
sentiment whatever attached to it, |
haven't the faintest idea whose it was,
and only tied it thero for the fun of the
thing and to make Graham, here, ask
questions, "

“Mr, Perryl" gasped Mrs. Lawrence,
“And do you mean that Mrs, Bellenidp
knows—that you told her what you have
just told me?"

“Well, no,” lnughed Perry. I fancy
Mrs. Belltnap thinks ns you thought—
that it was o gage d'amour,  [Talla! look
at that light away out thero across the
prairie.  What can that ber”

Mrs. Lawrence rose suddenly to her
feet and gazed southeastwiurd in the di-
rection in which the young ofilcer point-
ed. It was a lovely, starlit night. A
soft wind was blowing gently from the
south and bearing with it the fragrance
of spring blossoms and far away flower-
ets, Others, too, had arvisen, attracted
by Perry’s sudden exclamation. Mrs.
Belknap turned languidly in her ham-
mock and glanced over her pretty white
shoulder. Tha colonel followed her eyes
with his and gave a start of surpriso,
The doctor turned slowly and composed-
ly and looked silently towards tho elis-
tening object, and then upon tho officers

of the cavalry there fell sudden astonish-
ment,

“What on earth could that have been?”
asked the colonel. It gleamed liko the
head light of a locomotive, away down
there in the valley of the Monce, then
suddenly went out,”

“Be silent a moment and wateh,"
whispered Mrs, Lawrence to Perry.
“You will gee it again; and—wateh tho
doctor,”

Surely enough, even as thoy wero al)
looking about and commenting on the
strango apparition, it suddenly glared
forth asecond time, shining full and lus-
trous as an unclouded planct, yet miles
away beyond and above tho fringo of
cottonwoaods that wound southeastward
with the little stream.  Full half a min-
ute it shone, and then, abruptly as be-
fore, was hidden from sight,

Perry was about starting forward to
i|0in tho colonel when a little hand was
aid upon his arm,

“Wait; once more you'll sce it," she
whispered. *'Then take mo in to Capt,
Lawrence. Do you see that the doctor
is leaving?”

Without saying a word to any one, the
postsurgeon had very quictly withdrawn
from the group on the veranda. Ilo
could not well leave by tho frong gato
without attracting attention; but he
strolled leisurely into tho hall, took up
o bool that lay on the table, and passed
through the group of oflicors seated
smoking and chatting there, entored tho
sitting room on the south side of (.0
hall—the sido opposito the parlor where
the whist game was in progress—and
there ho was lost to sight.

A third ttme the bright light burst
upon the view of the gazors. A third
timo, sharply and suddenly, it disap-
peared. Then for a moment all was
silence and watchfulness; but it ecamo no
miore. o

Perry looked questioningly in his com-
panion's face. Sho had turned a littla
white, and he fult sure that sho wag
shivering.

“Aro you eold?” he asked her, gentl y.

“No—not that; but I hato inysteries,
after what I've heard, and wo haven't
seen that light in over so long. Como
"ad
8he led him around to the other ..  of
tho big wooden, barrack like residence of
the commanding oflicer.

“Look up there,” sho said, pointing to
a dark window under the pealced dormeor
roof of the largo cottago to the south.
“That s the doctor's house,”

In a few seconds a faint gleam scemed
to creep through the slats. Then 4ha
slats themselves were thrown-wido open,
a whito shado "was lowered, and, with
the rays behind it growing brighter ev-
ery instant, a broad white light shono
forth over the roof of the veranda. An-
other moment and footsteps wero hoard
along tue doctor’s porch, ootsteps that
presently approached them along the

are a wilness
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rass,

“Come,™ sho said, plucking at his
sleeve, “como awayy it is tio doctor,”

“Por what veason?”  hoo answoered,
CIhat would secm liko hidding,  No, Mra.
Lavwrenee, fer s stay until ho comes, "

But tho doctar passed them with brief
and courteons salnttion; spoko of the
buauty of the night and tho balin of the
sununery aiv, and went in again by tho
main door to the eolonel's quartors,

Then Perey  tuvned to his partner:
CWell, Mies, Lawrenco, what does it all
mean? 14 this part of what you nad to

teh mef”

“Don’t ask mo now  1—1 did not want
to seo what we havo seen, but 1 had
heard quecr stovies and could not holieve
theme  Take moe in Lo Capl. Lawrence,
please. And, M. Porry, vou waon't, spenk
of this to any one, will vou?  Thdead, it 1
had konown, 1T woulld not hinve come out
hore for the world, but 1 didn't belicve
it, even when she wont away ad toolk
thoe children,”

"Who went away

"Mra, Quin-—tho doctor's wife,  And
8ho was such o sweet woman, and so doe-
voled to him.”

“Woell, pardon me, Mrs, Lawrence, 1
don’t seo throush this thing at all, o
you mean that the doctor has any thing
to do with the mystoryy”

She bowal her hewd as they turned
back o the honeses U must not tell vou
any more to-ni;cht. You will be sure (o
hear something of it all, hore. IMvery-
body oo the piazzn saw the lishts, and
all who were here helore you enme knew
what they meant,”

UWhat were they?

“Sigoals of somoe kind, from Dunraven
Ranch.”

C IAPTER 1L

WD PERRY hated re-
veills and morning
stabdes about as ve-
hemently as was pos-
sible to o young (ol
low who was in ol her
respeets thoroughly in love with hig pro-
fession. A faiver type of  the Aeriean
cavilry officer, when oneo he sob in sad-
dle and scttled down to business, ono
would hardly ask to tind. - Tall,_arhdetie,
slender ol huild, with Crank, Linghing
bluo eyes, curly, close cropped, liht
brown hair, and a twirling mustacho
that was asource of inexpressible delight
toits owner and of somo envy to his
brother subalterns, Me, Perey was prob.
ably the best looking of the vounse ofii-
cers who marehed with the battalion (o
this fivr awny station on tha borders of
the Llano Fstacado.  He had been ten
years in service, counting the four ho
apent as a cadet, had just won his silvor
bar as the junior fivst lieutenant of (he
regiment, was full to the hrim of health,
energy, animal spivits and fun, and, bae-
ving a few duns and debts in his earlier
expericnees, had never known a heavier
care in the world than the tansiont
and ephemeral anxicty as to whether he
would ho eallod up for recitation on a
subject ho hizd not so much as looked at,
or “hived” nhsent from o roll eall ho had
lazily slept through,

Any other man, his comrades HATLE
would havo been spoiled a dozen Gimes
over by the petting he had received from
both men ard women; but there was
something cosentially sweet and genial
abouk his natire—something “lacking in
guile about his pereeptions,” said a cyni-
cal old captain of the regiment—and a
Jovial, sunshiny way of looking upon the
workil asan Fuden, adl men and all women
as friewds, and the army as the profes-
sion above all others, nnd these various
atlributes combined to make him populay
with his kind and unusually attractivoe
to the opposite sex. As a eadot he had
been perpetuadly on the verge of disimis-
ainl beeunse of the appalling aveay of de-
merits hocould roll upagainst his nanie,
and yvetthe very ofticers who jotiod down
the memoranda of his sins—oniission
and commission— agninst he resulationy
were men who openly said Lo “luul the
making of one ol the finest soldicrs in
tho elass,™  As junior sccond lieutenant
—“plebe”—of the resiment, ho had hoen
welcomed by every man From the calonel
down, and it was considered parvticularly
rough that ho shoulil have (o go Lo such
a company as Capl. Canloa's, heeanse
Canker was woman who never got along
with any of his juniors; but thevo was
something  so irvepressibly frank ol
contrito in Perry's boyish fnce when he

would appear at his eaptain's  door
in the carly morning and burst out
with: By Jove, captainl [ slept

through reveillo again Chis HOrning,
and  never  gob down Gl stables
were nearly over,” that evon thit, eross
grained but honest troop  conunandoer
was disavmed, and, though he threat-
cned and reprimanded, ho would never
punish-——would never deny his subaltern
the faintest privilego; and when promo-
tion took the captain to another vogis
ment ho bade good-by to Perry with eyed
that were  suspiciously  wet,  *“Why,
blow it all, what do you fellows hata
Canker so 1or?™ the youngster often
said,  “lle ought to put mein arrest
timo andd agzain, but ho won't, Blaomed
il L don't put mysell in arreat, or confing
wysell (o the limits of the post, and da
something, to cut all this going Lo town
and hops and such things.  Then T ean
stick to the troop like wax and goet up at
veveille, but it i ot dancing (i1l £ or
3 in the morning it's no use, 1 tell you; I
Just ean’t waloe up,”

It was always predicted of Ned Perry
that he would be “married and dong
for” within a year of his graduation,
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Uvery new faco In tho five yenrs that

followed rovived  the garrison proph
cey, “Now he's pgone, soee!™ bat, low-
over deveted e o ot secm Gt e dignsel
i guestion, howesver et drvd

tient Dy vode bl beeose e ot by fuis

dutivs to ahsent bomeelt beoan Laer side,

however proonising to covual oliseryeps— |

perehanee to the dineel bt - misn
bo ol the surfaes i icitione, tho ulsoe
Tuto frankness with whieh he procined
his sidoivation to every distoner, and the
fiet that e head been jost soowith bl
wodozen other pivls,” enabiled the conloer
hedads of thie regiment to decide i e
i hied not yob come—or at Least the
wornin,

“Lodo wish,” said Mes Tarner, “that
Mur, l’\'l‘l'_\‘ wotld sotthie om sotnebadyy he-
cause, just so long as he docan’t, it is
vither bed o el who e bolones (o
Aund, as Mrs Toarner Lad Lo been n
veipming belloamons tie v ricod soonnen
of the —th s one Lo w hom the vonne
oflicers woere alwavs expoeted 1o
mueh attention, her wiimeicn) way o
deseribing the situntion was reodiby nne

dorstood

But here ot the new < [T
away Rossiter—matters wene tiline: on
A new ook Mo begin way e wives
of the otlivers of the eovalev botinlion
had net joined, none of the betieg ol (e
—th woere heve, and ooaee wonbd e
apt to come aniil the smmmer s acont
ing work was over sond dome will 1t
lndics of the Bithe Botialion of oot ey

woere hoere, and, thoweeh thoro were o
i den sisters or cousins vt the post
(rost assured that oore Pl onpe v ol
redy smmonedy they were suflicn
i number oo onliven e monatons of
garvison e ol sailicrn iy artaetive

to warrant all the atrention ey epeel
to reccive. 10 was begintine ta e e
vison chat that if Ned Pevev ool oo

Usettled on somehody ™ as the ulimmne
object of his entive devaiion  somchondy
had setthed on hion, aod that was pretty
Mrs. Bielknap

Al thomeh Nl rerey batend reveille

and morming stables, as has boen s,
sid coull rvely ke s woek™ with
ik miaking one ovomore Epaes e b
was this Denatiful May soroiog aut al
daybreak when it was his jorior o

ol duty, amd wendine his wiry witn that
Youngster out to the line ol cavalry sin-
bles, booted and spoareved anl gl
For a ride,

The colonel had listened  with somne
surprise Lo his vequest, protloved just as
the party was breaking up the nizhie he

fore, to by absent from carrison a fow
hours the following morning
“But o we have battalion deili a0

a'cloclk, Mre Perey, i Doeed yon il
ho said,

SO I be baek in timoe for that, s
Iwantod to he ol
fore breakiase”

The colone! conld not help el
FO course youenn po—cow horover yon
lile ot those lours, when von o nol on
guard: bhut I never ing
wint to el up so carly

UNeither T owaould, eolonel, bt
been inderested i sommcthine 1 Leaed
about this vieneh down (e Moo, il
thought Ud like to vide down ond Lok
ab i

“Go aliesad, by all enn, and osee
whether those lights eame from e
I made me thind of aoplav 1 anee o
the *Collcen Bawn'—whore o filow 'y
swoeetheart siznaled across the ke S
showing a leht in her cotiaoe window
Just that way threee Gioes anl he an
swered by tnrning out the B b in his
room, OF course the distanee wasn't
any thing like this; sl there was no one
herve to tura down any ligh
didd you saye”

“1 beg pardon, colanel T dildn’t menn
todinterrupt,” put in o gentle voree ab his
elbow, white alittle hand on Ueres's e
gave it a sudden and vigorons G ITRPATN
“hut Capt. Laowrence has callod me twico
—ho will not ve-enter after Hghtine his
eignr—and L inust say good niclhn,”

“Ohy good night, Mres, Lawrence,  1'm
BOFLY yYou go so carly,  We are poing to
reform you all in that respect s soon as
we pot farly settled, Here's Dorey, now,
wonld sit up and play whist with mo an
hour yet,”

Y Not this night, colonel, TTelis prome
ised Lo walle homo with us™ Gt her
sopuecze), Cand gro e wast, or be o Laithe
less escort,  Good  nicht, We've bl
such o lovely, lovely tinue,!

And Ned Perey, dazed, wont with oo
to the gate, whoere Capl. Lavwrenee was
awaniting theme Sho had barely time o
murmue:

“You were just on the point of telling
hite about the doctor's il ennnol
forvgive mysell for being the mens ol

thiree banes or so L.

sined  voun woulid

I'ver

! s s

Becing i Lot keepomy contideaee, sined

Lt-v]r----”]i-& until everyvhody s otalkine
about ity it will eome soon cnoge "

Natuvally, My, Peery went bone some-
what perturbed in spivit and ol alive
with conjecture s to what these things
could mean, The fiest notes of  “asaome
bly of the trompeters” —souerbly known
astHirsteall™ —ronsed hin Crom s sleop,
and by the time the men mareliol out 1o
the stables he had had hi plunee bath, o
vigerows ruby sood aoehaneo (o thind ovi
his plans bhefore following in thei (ENTTE
dressed for his vide,  The astonishaent
of Licut. Parke, ihe junior of e Lronp
wirs sanvething alimost too deep for words
when Porey caine bounding to his side,

SWhiat on earth bringa you out, Neds”
was his andy effart.

HGoime for o gallop—down the Mones,
that's

Onl—
stopped suddenly

that perhaps Perey was proing riding
with o Ludy friend and the honre was hoer

howies too,

Awd Mre Parkoe
It Mashed aevoss him

selection 11 Twias no business of
his, and remarks were uncalled for
When he mounted and vodesway from
the stuble Mr. Parke was ont-ide nt the
picket vope, and busily ocenpivd in his
dutics, supervising  the fastening of the
fresh, spivited hovses at the line, for the
troop commander was u man intolerant

1y,

Trera

TWICK A WEEK, $1.50 A YHAJ:

ol b oo ol aay ki, aned nothing

more oo bl Do ev e than the sight of

U e the ol his charges loose il
plane e and Kicking up and down the
stabie vand One the otlier hand, there
Wik o e exploit that seomed Lo givo

Hhe yontewr sonbmals  keener delight-
nothiivey vhat made the peepetentor o g

pov hero in s own eves up the object of
nreatorenvy among his follows—and as
et ogienee overy devieo o whiely
GO B ey was master was eid led

nto oy,
wroatd, e

recbarly s the morning camoe

Prvals Tovse cither from the
oot s homd of - the trooper or from
The
fivet cave ol the oflicer in charge of the
roop serpeants wis,

the tant sl steainog picket rope

therefore, 1o see
it ali tho horses wore securely lashe d

andiinotieds Not until he had examined
overy chalter shanh™ was Me, Parke at
Lobae ta Jook soratnmd, but whon o did
i cornvade eod disappenecd Trom viow.,

Nl v thie beosd Loved, horizon

Bt b ot s movings abiject eonld bo

eecn e away, in ltthe groups of three
or Tour Llack dots of prazing eattlo
nrbed the pleing wd over in tho

Shrealc " of the Momee just bevomd tho
! ! h

L

or  threo

sleepily
mmenl, watehed
by the tntle vlack nnp ol a0 boy whosoe

i et Voo,
ol Tl
cropingg then

Twi

bl [iiies  wWere

CRERRRTNNE RERS

i ved Bl ket maede the ouly patedy of
color e the coutherns Lrndseapo,
Pater i theodiey s sebion the s rnonnted
b i e hesovep ad the beisk wisl.
Criy o waiteds sont tine eloinls sulings swify
daerees e shaes ol the bromd prairvie
seeied i motone tor thens hoagre shid -
Wt e with measnred sped

and i st ettt and neschboring pony
herd appeared as thaomph catmly ol
contentediv o erdivgg oo broasd platforim
Natire s own Cobseryation ear  taking
Wolerrely Joveney towsreds Uhe tare nowan
(RATRTHE

Put the sun was only just up as M
Pavho o boels froan his inspection of
the bty fastemmes and panacd o look

weres s e bose vl ey e down o the
sotthei e s secmed plinting on
sotne beichit objpects elustered together
within  short rance ol the shadowy
trance o the Bientenant slewiod  his
ches i bos cannthet sl looked fised

Iy thitherswind as he stood - ot

doe

the stable

e e timnes dowon at than B
Bsh v e, todhoof |

bis e it von ol

sHpose, Wi
the phenoienoa, and
then wonder wine Poeey hasn't vidden
to cultivate the aeguaintanee o those
proples betore ihis The was alwaya the
Heat v e the  the to Hined out who our

nede b wope

Povvbioringe: vvaer thi guestion, L oe-
curved to s Packe vl Peeey hid snid
e swaes g dosv iy the Meonee thiat imovn

i bk nowhere wes thers o speek in
e denaeed ke loping horsenian
T'or b e, the il boae olose to the low
bl vt bonsnded e valley on the
terthe by the tine one bid vidden acmile
s ont from the pose e was prob
abldy Bidden by this sloadder o (e P

vie, sl wonl

cottin te be oantil he

reached the ety Jive nules below No
e wate b for Loy then Pesides, he
el ot vor have stapeead Mre Parkoe

Pevihed e et that e hadt suspeeted

e biide s thnt Ned was poing to ride
e e ant e bieab st vide —with n
Lolv teicand Mea T hand her own

Licses tind sone dccomplishod eques
fricme Mress L renee varde faicly well
i was alwiad s ekl o sy wWhen some

bk cvnrlid e Ler o saeddle andd o reli

abile e Phere wope athers, too
Aoyt Dudies of the infantey garrison
Whoo swere no novices o cheval, Mr
Parvke bond nocoimment m whatover of pry
i o e st 10w simply ns

sodnethitg the alicer in charge of - table
duty was cnntled to Know that he tarmed
suckdenby gl eallod

Rl Giwes !

Pl Lecd thes e passed down the
ke intertor of Chae s table by the men
swWeepne oud the stadis, and thy prompt
and cheers reply The next instant o
Ll s o trooper stepped forth into the
Dl o cavly sonlight. his visht haowl
viiced o sabute, aned stood oreet and mo-
tiondeas by the licatenan s sidoe,

S M Perey take an extra horse,
B e

N s

“1thousht possibly e meant to tako

Rolend  Flesahe Lest Lvdy's horese in thoe
[N s, TR (L b

Yodonirs but Bobuwl s at the line
nee et

S“Novyowell, then, That's all. 1 pre-

stbne he has just vidden down to Dun-
sivens”  Ad Mes Parcke tarned o look
onee ore b the glinting objects down
thesdhistnd vidley IE wis a0 moment or
bwor bictore be was awnre of (he et that
Chic senscant stile stond thee, instead of
redveiine: to Liis dotios

v Fihiat was ally sergeant; you ean
o bnelk 1o yvour feedin”™  And then
Me. Pavlie tarned in some surprise, for
Sergto Gwynne, by long odds the “smart-
est ™ s ot soldierly of the non-com-
tissinned vilicers of e eavalry battal
lon, for the first e in hig history
secied to have  forgotten himself
Thonebe hiv attinude el not changed,
b Coee Dend, and o sieanzee look was in
his brichit Wae eves—a look of inere-
dulity s wonderment and trouble all
combined  The livutenant was  fairly
shactiod when, as though gathering him.
sell together, the serpeant falteringly
il

1 beg pardon, siv—ho had ridden—
where?”

"hown o the Raneh, sergoant—that
one you o ean just see, away down the
villey

1 hnow, sies but—the name?”

“Dunraven Runeh”

Foran instant tho sergeant stood as
thoush dazed, then, with sudiden effory
saduted, feed abont, and  plunged  into
the darks recesses of the stable,
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CThe State, Jan. B,

T view of the question of Sonator
Munuing on the loor of the 8 mate
on Friday night lnst in rogand Lo tho
allogod ennens on the disponsury,
suid to have boen hold in (he gov-
ornor's oflice, oy, M('H\\'v:lrmy has
mudo nostalemont. in
mattor,

reged Lo the

Do said yestordny that ho cortain.
ly had no objoction to the fuets boing
known. o suid: “Thoero was noth-
ing prvate or seeret nhont it, | spw
that thors wero o number of bills re-
luting to the liguor question boing
offered in the general ussembly, noar-
Ly all of whieh pointed to the aboli.
tion of the stute bonred  of contral,
and tho conferones wus holid simply
to try to gol tho friends of tho djs-
pensury to agree on somo plan and
present ity and wvoid long and  use-
less diseussion nid  (hos
shortan the session, |

help (o
had no -
ministration hill to prosent and hnve
had none. My position was clonrly
and positively stated in my MOssIHEo
Finsisted in the eonforenco that |
did not want to be on the board ot
control, and so far as wanling power
to appoint the bourd, | nevor thourht,
of that, und knew nothing of Sonutor
Hendorson's  wnendinont until |
Lioard it rend in the seaato,

HAL tha conforeneo which was hold
it was distinetly understood  (hat it
was not binding on anyone, and {ho
only purposo was to fry to got the
frionds of the disponsary, holding
divergent viows, togothor und liggaro
on some plan and thus suve tho timo
of thoe legisluturo,

“I huve not wssumed 1o dietuto to
tho members of the logisluture, nor
havo U tried to get them (o placo
moro powor in my hands.  Neithor
have I tried to shirk any responsi-
bility that was properly mine.

“I do nol eoneoive it improper for
members of the logislature to confor
ubout important legislution and for
efforts Lo bo mudo to gol thesoe who
ares soek ng the samo ond togother
on a plan Lo aeeomplish that end
und thus save timo and
Thut nll

money for
the peoplo.

in it.

in there way

“I havo not endonvored Lo influnenee
logislution further than to mako sy
gostions, as I am communndod by tho
constitution in my nnnunl and spee-
il mossnges. My wim hus boon and
shall be toexeento the luws as made
by tho lnw making powar,”

———

Wit el

Honest mun or womnn to trave
for lurge housa; sulury $6G5 monthly
nnd oxpenses, with ineroasoe; position
pormanent; inclose  solf-nddressod
stumped envolopo.  Manngor, 330
Cuxtom bldg,, Chiengo.
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Bt ollday.

{Norfolk Virginian Pilot, Jan. 20.)

Vieo-Presidont 15, St. John, of the
Seaboard Air Line, in keoping with
tho broad spirit that murks tho man,
and which hus put on his side the
people of wll tho States through
which tho Seabonrd Air Line passes,
mado yestorday a half holiday in
momory of the birthday of Robort 15,
Line. It was o graceful act on the
part of tho distinguished and big-
hearted Now Fnglunder,

Glvan n

Not u fow
have romarked in Norfolk during the
trying ordeals through swhich tho
Soubonrd Air Line has pussed  of re-
cont weoks, that the main foreo to-
ward its puccessivo logal vietories has
Inin in the fact, that through such
sympathetic touch with tho poople
at all points, the systom has come
up fortified in tho faith and goodwill
of tho common folk of at least live
Southorn States,
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