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SHALL WE FARM OR PLANT?

A farmer diversifies his and
plans to produce, as far as practicable,
all supplies necessary for muintaining
his family and his stock, and utilizes

spare moments in repaiving and improv-

crops

Jing his property. At the sume time he

sell at a disadvantage.

plans for a surplus production of all pro-
ducts of the farm and to have some pro-
duct ready for market every month in
the year, Ilis plan is to produce for
market not only much of a few things,
but some of many things,

He surrounds his home with the small
industries, such as the dairy, piggery,
orchard, vineyard, garden, poultry yard
and apiary, and it he has the water fa-
cilities, raises a head of water on some
convenient stream, the lake supplying
his table with fish geason  and the
water drives a ram which pumps the
water to n tunk near his house.
this it is distributed to the bath
and kitchen, to the mule lot, the garden

in

1I"rom

room

and the flower yard. I no convenient
stean supplies the water, a windmill
pumps it to the tank. Iis house is in

reality 0 home, supplied with comflorts
When a
purchase is to be made from the neigh-
boring store there is something
sold to cover the cost,  But there is lit-
tle to be bought besides collee, stgrar,
sult and clothing, The farm
broadest sense self-sustaining,

and conveniences for living,

to be

is in the

On this farm the waving grain, the
well filled crib and the
green pastures, the lowing herd, the
bleating of the skipping lambs, the
whicker of the prancing colt, the velp of
the turkey, the quack-quack of the goose
and duck, the cackling of the prolific
hen and the hum of the busy bee all Tur-
nish a blending of beauty and music
which charms the eye and delights the
ear of the true husbandman,

The farmer

smoke-house,

keeps accounts with his
crops—can tell how much they cost and
how much they pay over cost of produe-
tion, Ie
farms in the ground and neither in the
moon on paper., Ile knows that
figures will lic about farming, 1le does
not prove on paper that since he can sell
a greater value in cotton from an acre
than he can of corn or wheat it is true
policy; to plant all cotton, but proves by
results that diversification and rotation
of crops-is the true road to succes-,  Tle
buys and sells for cash, keeps account of
receipts and expenditures und
whether he is making or losing money.
He, having cash always on hand, and
having no bills to pay, is not forced to

e buys and sells for cash,

nor

knows

[Te buys in the

«cheapest und sells in the dearest mar-

kets.

Such is the life of the farmer; how is

it with

_and the

THE PLANTERF?

If he does not at fiest farm on a credit
basis, he is soon driven to it, for the
reason that, having but one money crop,
which is sold in bulk at the end of the
year, and having large purchases of sup-
j)]ics to make at intervals through the
year to make the
ranges’ with
him,”’

next crop, he “ar-

some merchant to ““run
und instead of getting his supplies
at the lowest cash prices, pays from ten
to twenty per IHaving un-
limited credit at the store, he and each

member of

cenl, more,
his family buys freely and
By the first of
much gr in
realized confronts him,
having his own 1#lls
to'meet, presses his creditors in turn

’]‘u‘n‘w{:t
must force his cotton upon a depressed

often cxl'r:n‘;lg:mll_\_.'.
November an account
amount than he

aler

merchant

S,

market, and loses ten to fifteen per cent,
of its value,
mate ten per cent, too much for his sup-

Ie pays at the lowest esti-

plies, which he could grow twenty-five
per cent, cheaper than he can buy, and
sells his erop at a discount of ten per
He thus the profits,

which of right should be his, More than

cent, sucrilices

this, all of the small indrustries ol the
farm are neglected,  Tle “has no time to
bother with these small matters.””  All

of his time is occupied with the money
crops.  ““There is no money in these lit-
tle lhings.” No money Is
not sdnllar saved dollar made?”’
His orchara is planted in cotton and
plowed death—the root
pruned and so starved that they "oar no
fruit.

in them?
i i

to frees are
There is no vineyard; the scup-
pernong vines trail upon the ground, ex-
cept where they clumber over a plum

ticket. A few seedling peach

thesg. liabilitics, the planter

supped by etuborer produce inferior,
wormy peaches, the garden fence hus
blown down—all too busy with the cot-
ton ‘to mend it—and grass and weeds
supply a pasture for the cow where veg-
etables should be growing for the family
—strawberries huve no place on the cot-
ton Larm, but are purchused from town,
Turkeys and chickens eat too much corn
—it is cheaper to buy them than to grow
them on bought corn, A scrub cow or
the fence corner or
running in the pasture (?) which con-
sists of an alder swamp and some gullied
hill sides.  White, tallowy butter adorns
the table, and milk is too scarce to be
served,  Wife and daughter have dug
over a bed in the yard aund planted the
sced of a few annuals bought at the
and this constitutes the flower
Neither paint nor white-wash or-
the houses and l'cuuvqmdcﬁnlw
tion marks the track of the ““cottontot.’
Iis sons, disgusted,

two we find tied in

store
yard,

mument

have sought clerk-
ships in stores—his daughters are teach-
ing to become independent and to get
away from the mockery of home, Per-
haps the farmer has employed one and she
writes to her mother how charming is
the home of the farmer, the house paint-
ed, the lences white-washed, the gurden
filled with fresh und tender
the orchard,

vegelables,
vineyard and  strawberry
are yielding delicious fruits for the table
—everything so cheerful and attractive.
Another daughter is perhaps teaching in
the family of the merchant to help papa
pay a balance She is
contented to esca e the depressing influ-
ences of the desolate plantation,

on his account.

THE VINEYARD.

Cellect as many bones as possible for
use under grape vines already planted or
to be planted.
such as Delaware,

Seleet standard varieties,
Concord, Per-

kins und Niagara for bunch grapes and

Ives,

scuppernong, Memory, Mish Tames and
Thomas of the Southern fox-grape type
or rotundifolia,

If you try others, use them only on an
experimental seale until they establish
their claims for recognition by their be-

havior., The standard varieties men-
tioned have proved their value and
passed the experimental stage.

Prepare and fertilize the land  very

thoroughly for grapes, prune them judi-
ciously and spray them with fungicides,
commencing when the buds begin to
swell, and annual erop of grapes is far
more certain than is a crop of cotton.
When the new vine is transplanted, cut
back the new wood to two eyes or buds,
Afllter well
growth in the spring, and are one foot
long, remove the weaker after tieing ‘the

these arve estublished in

stronger to a stake,

this

Next winter cut
within two the

ground and allow two canes to grow,

buck to feet of
Put up a trellis of two wires upon strong
posts 16 the two
shoots in opposite directions on  the bot-

feet apart.  Train

tom wire. I the shoots are especially
to bear one bunch
grapes Al
second year cut these

vigorous allow them

ol cach, the end of the

shoots back, leay-
ing two feet of cach, The third year,
wire, and
At the end of
the third year cut back all shoots to one
dye except the two the
buse of the canes,  Train these in oppo-
site direetions on the top wire and cut

travin all shoots to the sccond

allow eanch to bear Fruit,

each, nearest

back to within two feet of the point at
they the IFuture
pruning will consist in simply cutting
huck each shoot (current year's growth)
o within one eye of its base,
calctlate  the
grapes the vine will hear

which reach wire,

You can

number  of  bunches of
each year by
multiplying the number of cyes left by
three, left this, the

spur system, which we have found most

Such eye under
satisfactory, will produce a strong shoot
and each shoot will bear three bunches
of g I two shoots start from the

base of a spur, rub ol the weaker

rapoes,
early
in spring before it has consumed much of
the encrgy of the vine,
Fertilize the vineyard each  year by
sowing 300 pounds acid phosphate and
200 pounds kainit per acre and plant

peas between the rows,

PLANT TREES.
The season for transplanting all trees
exeept evergreens is now at hand., Do
not postpone this duty until preparation
and planting in the furm demand atten-

irees

tion, The euarlier the trees, whether for

shade or fruit, are transplanted in our
Southern luhtmk the it the
ground is not frozen. ‘Tuke them up
with as little injury to the fibrous roots
as possible. Do not let the roots freeze
be dried in the sun. Prepare the
soil well Dbefore transplanting, placing
bones, well rotted manure and rich enrth
beneath and around the roots, Pack the
soil firmly around the roots and leave
the surfuce immediately around the col-
lur of the tree a little lower than the
genernl surfuce of the ground. This to
secure a supply of moisture. Before
planting cleanse the roots thoroughly—
destroy any insects that are found upon
them and cut off all bruised and broken
roots,

No one shonld decline to plant trees
because there may be some doubt of his
living to enjoy the fruit or shade from
them. “The rate at which our forests are
being destroyed emphasizes the impor-
tance of renewing them,

When our lands were cleared little
thought was given to the possibility of u
scurcity of timber in the near future), and
yet in some sections even of the sparsely
settled South timber is already scarce,

better,

nor

On nearly every farm there are portions
which should never have been cleared,
Lt will show wisdom on the part of the
owners ol lands all over our country if
they will go systematically to work
planting the seed of our most valuable
portions ot their lands
specially prepared and set apart for that
purpose. Plant the acorn of white oak
and post oak. Plant hickorynuts and
pecans,  Plant  walnuts and seed of
black locust. Land owners, plant for
your sons,

timber trees on

FARM CALENDAR.

Seed sowing should now be suspended
until an open spell in January,
sowing oats may be resumed.
s0wn in

when
Those
January should be of the rust-
proof variety—sow at the rate ol two
bushels per acre. There are not more
than balf as many seed of this variety in
a bushel as of the winter grazing or
other clean grained varieties, and there-
fore * .1ce as many bushels of the rust-
proof are required t§ sow a given area.
After the middle of Tebruary an ecarly
qariety, such as the Burt, should be

used.  These sown in March will ripen
with the rust-proof sown in the fall.
It the all sown are purtially winter

killed or u poor stand is occasioned by
any other cuuse, replant with the Burt
us follows: Sow enough seed to fill out
the stand and harrow them in with any
implement  that stir the surface
enough to cover them, This stirring
will not only not injure those growing,
but will benefit them.

Speed the plow upon all stubble lund
which has any covering of vegetable
matter except that of pea vines—leave
the pea stubble for the last. The roots
and vines of peas contain so much nitro-
gen that they decay very promptly, and
hence need not be turned early, Crab
and crow-foot grass decompose slowly,
and hence should be turned early, Leave
the land that is turned early, enough so
that it will receive the maximum benefit
from freezing,

will

Insect enemies which are hybernating
in the soil will be exposed and destroyed
in lands plowed in the early winter, the
soil will be pulverized by frosts, and
hence a better seed bed can be gotten in
spring,  Many spores of fungous dis-
cases of plants will thus be destroyed.

Deepen the soil by bringing up an
inch of the subsoil to be pulverized and
incorporated with the soil.  ‘T'his can be
safely und profitably done now, but will
be injurious if turned up in spring.

Improve the fanm  during the winter
by filling, plowing and seraping down
the banks of gullies and planting Bermu-
da grass over them.  Clear up swamps
and ditch them,  Iut in pine poles or
rock them, making under-
drains instead ol open ditches,
roads, bridges and fences.  Build more
of the latter and keep more stock,
of the wire
which stop all kinds of
risk of injury,

Gather wood, while other work is now
pressing, in suflicient quantity to last
until the crops are gathered next fall,
More pastures necded,  Read the
editorial in this issue on woodland pas-
tures, und go to work preparing them to
be ready for sowing in el uary or
March,

and cover

Repair

Use

s0Ine one

fences,
stock without

cubie

are

INTELLIGENT DISTRIBUTION OF SEEDS
&C.

—_—

The bill introduced into Congress by
Hon. A, C. Latimer, “*Relating to the
distribution of seeds, bulbs, &e.," should
it become law, will secure u less wiste-
ful and much more intelligent and judi-
cious expenditure of the money appro-
printed for that purpose than will be
possible under the present system,

We do not believe that an indiscrimi-
nate distribution of miscelluncous seeds
was ever intended by the framers of the
law,

We believe that the distribution was
intended to be confined to the introduc-
tion of new seeds, plants, bulbs, &e.,
which promise to prove valuable addi-
tions to the list already in cultivation.
By this means the production of the
country could be materially increased,
but we do not sece the propricty or ad-
vantage of ‘he Government entering
into competition with vendors of com-
mon seed to be sent out by congressmen
for electioneering purposes.

Under the present systemn, no intelli-
gent discrimination is made in selecting
seeds to be sent to different parts of our
great country.  Spring wheat is sent to
Georgin and okra to Minnesota, Tasl
spring sugar beet seed were sent out for
expe siment two months after they should
have been planted. Those in charge of
the experiment stations in the different
States are supposed to know what plants
are adapted, or likely to be adapted, to
the different sections their
respective States, and thus the indis-
criminate distribution of seed and waste
of money would be avoided.

They would know, also, the farmers
in each section of the State who would
take suflicient interest in the improve-
ment of the agriculturc of his scction to
make a careful and accurate test of
seeds; plants or bulbs sent to them.,

Muany of the new and costly sceds,
plants or bulbs would be carefully tested
on the station grounds to ascertain their
merits before making a general distribu-
tion of them,

and soils of

The bill will be improved by leaving
the matter of reports of tests made by
the recipients of the sceds, &c., to the
stations rather than requiring blanks for
reports to be furnished by the Secretary
of Agriculture.

The station oflicers, who have the im-
mediate distribution of
know better how to get the reports,
The stations would publish the results of
the tests and thus not only the Sceretury
of Agriculture, but the general public,
will receive information of the results,
If these results proved to be of special
value the Secretary of Agriculture could
use his department muchinery for a more
general disseminution of
tion,

the seed, would

the informa-

While some good has been accom-
plished by the distribution of sced by
the Department of Agriculture of the
General Government,
and will continue
wasted under the present system,
It is not contemplated by the Latimer
bill to convert the experiment stations
into seed farms,

vast sums  have

been wasted to he

but to make them most
valuable auxiliaries to the Departiment
of Agriculture in promoting the interests
of agriculture several  States
through the distribution of new and val-
unble seeds, &,

in the

WOODLAND PASTURES

The enactment of the stock law  was
just and right, but land owners make a
serious mistake in dispensings with fene-
es on their farms,
of the

The waste products
uti-
of

farm cannot be cconomically

lized without a reasonuble nmount
fencing.

If one third of every fnrm in the
South wius. kept under fence either
permanent pastures or the vn]l;\'u-

tion of crops to be entfirely harvested by

in
for
stock and especially by swine, Tarming
would be more profitable,

We have been very suceessful in mak-
ing pastures in the
thinning out the trees, clearing away
the burning  oft the
leaves and trash and then stirring the

woods, by simply

underbiush  and
surfuce enough to cover the grass sced,
There are millions of acres of land in the
Southern  States, dead  capital,
which might be rendered profitable by
converted

now

into

beings woodlund  pas-
tures.,
In our climate stock, as well as the

cul{i\'ult-d Prusses, sluulv

teet them from our SUIMmMer suns,

nucd to pro-
Now
is the time to do the work of preparing
for the grass  which nuty
Febroary or Mareh.  Cut out the mu-
ture trees and the underbreush and leave
the young healthy ones of species most
viluable for timber,

be sown in

The trimming and
cultivation will cause those lh.ut are left
Lo gFrow more \lgllll)llh]_\'. " there are
parts ol the prove in which tlw shude is
not very dense, Bermuda Erass oy b
planted with the sceds of the cultivated
grasses,  Ovehard prass, (all
ouat g oass, Perennial Rye grass, clover
and veteh will do well in the woodland
pastures,

Meadow

Such pastures are espeeially suited 1o

sheep.,  The low price ol cotton cmphia-

sizes the necessity  of rowing  more

'1‘WICF A WluFIx, $1 50 A YE'AR

CORN SlLﬂGE VS. CURED CORN FOD-
DER.

The New Jersey Experiment Station
mide i very accurate compurative test
ol the value of cqual quantities of corn,
the whole plant, cut when the grain was
well glazed as siluge and dried urd cut
before Leing fed,  The were both
chemical and by pmuuuk “ceding exper-
iments in production ol milk,  ‘I'he fol-
lowing conclusions we drawn Trom the
vesults,

s

costs

That the cost of harvesting, stor-
ing and preparing the dey matter
tained in corn was greater

con-
in the form
ol silnge than in the form of dried fod-
der,

»

That the chunges that occur in
the composition of siligre were not such

stock,

IN THE ORCHARD.

Remove “suckers™ from the base of

trees and examine the bark for evidences

of borers. 1t is said that the apple borer

ives i the daeva state three vears and

then bores into the heart of the tree to

pupate.
seirch

Scrape ofl the rough bark and

them out,  “*Suckers' are cor-
reetly numed sinee they ”lt'l':l“_\' suck the
life the They
hive ofl as soon
spring.  Cul

and rub oftf all new comers

ol main stem, should

rubbed
appearced  last

been as they

them now
next spring,
Remove with sharp knife, chisel,
or

shears
suw all interfering limbs and all dead
wood, as well as all surplus branches in
the Rub
trails the
not available
entrails of

the head. the en-

rabbit

interior ol
the

small trees, or if these are

ol on bodies of

the fresh blood or uny other
animal will answer.,
s

trees

there are limbs ol apple or pear
killed by blight, cut them ol down
to healthy tissue and burn them.  Disin-
feet the saw, knite or shears used on the
belore

It

mayv be

blighted  trees using them  on

healthy specimens, has been shown

the healthy ftrees inoculated in
this way.

Colleet all that
ofl' by the tree-girdler and burn them.,

They contain the arva of

twigs have been cut

the destroyer,

Jdop gralt seedling trees or others which

bear inferior Fruit, with scions tiken from
the upper limbs ol trees,have been known
to vield good fruit.  Never cut down or
dig up a fruit tree becuuse it bears infle-
fruit, because it is unlruitlful,
Simply change the kind of fruit by top-
gralting,

rior nor

the
dressing ol manure, acid phosphate andd
kuinit, and the peach with the last two
and plow them in two inches deep.

Give apple and  pear o liberal

STAWBERRY CULTURE.

The Strawberry which
the

United States devoted exclusively to the

Specialist,

claims  10* be only  Journal in the

strawberry, recommends very  strongly

the Brandywine variety  for pollenizing

the pistillate varictics,

It says

“Growers ol pistillate varicties  of
striwberries cannot he too caveful in get-
ting really potent staminates to pollenize

The

pollenizer,

their blooms., Brandywine has no
I

v long period,

in
s

exceed-

equal as a remiins

heavy bloom lar o
blooms are heavily Lden with
ingly patent pollen,™

In the

site Journal owe find the fol-

lowing, which, according to our experi-

ence in the Soutly, is not orthodox treat-

ment. Ttmay do for cold elimates, but

will force o heavy plant-growth here al

the expense ol fruitage,  Unless stable

manure has been thoroughly rotted, we

pl't‘fc-l' not 1o use it Hpon kll'il\\'li!l'l'_\'

beds, It is less lable to injure the plants

used as supgpested than if worked into

the soil, but  we have had unl_\' adverse

L-xp{-l’ivm‘:r and  observidion  upon  its

efleets it used nnfermented :

SMis well and apply evenly over the
Beds, plintsand all, at rate ol roo pounds
muriinte ol

||r|l:l-.1| and oo pomnds dis-

solved bone per acee. Over this seatter
evenly  over the whole  field ten to
twenty two-horse lomds stabile manare
I".'l' H 158 W 4

SMWhere the application ol stable ma-
Pl

nure is o overy heavy, it is best o defer

on Hll the ground be-
1ot it
drawn ofl before plants start

putting most ol il

grins Lo freeze hard, ol should

also be
prrowth in spring, and et in middles.s
But at least ten Jarge londs 0y ot lumpy,

s be salely used alter Octobor 1st, pro-

vided it is evenly distributed,’

ws to decrease its feeding value in a
greater degree than those which oceur
inthe process of curing corn fodder, and
that the losses due to spoiling in the silo
amounted to 4 per cente of the total
amount stored,

40 That for milk and butter produc-
tion the Teeding value of the dry matter
that
vield of
milk waus 12,8 per cent. greater, and the

of the silige was greater than of

the deied Todder corn. The
vield of fut roqp per cent. greater,

4o Applying the vesults in o practi-
cal way, that is, to the actual amount of
corn put into the silo, namely, 135 tons,
it is shown that what did cost $134.6
to ctore and prepare in the Torm of si-
have the form
frz23.72, or fro.gz
Deducting from the amount put into

lage would cosl in ol

dried Todder less,
the silo the o per cent. loss, it is found
that there remgined for feeding 73.120
pounds of dry matter, suflicient for one
cow for 6,647 days, ol Tor
days.  This,

30 COWws 222
equivalent, was

practically what was done with the si-

or its
Inge, und with an actnal average yield
during the period of 17 pounds per cow
day, huve total 113,999
IT, as the experiment
this yicld -of milk
per cent. greater than could have been

per we i of
pounds ol milk..
indicated, as 12,8
produced From the snme dry matter in
the form ol t]l'iml fodder, there was a
gain ol 12,822 pounds of milk, whie
1} cents per which was the
which could have been received fo

milk at wholesale—the milk

puuml,

wWils
retuil-——would have amounted to §ir
Assuming that only one cent per pi
could have been secured, which is pr
receive
from November to April in districts dis-
tunt from the the would
have amounted to $128.2:1; deducting

ably  nearer the actual price

city, increase

from this the $10.92 representing the
greater cost of storing the siluge, and

we have a difference on the basis of 1}
cents per pound of 841, and on the
busis o 1 cent per pound, §1 17.30,

which shows the increased value of the
corn crop on twelve acres  (nearly $i1o
per acre on the basis of 1 cent per
pound), when fed in the form of silage,
rather than in the form of dried fodder.

VARIETIE§ OF CITRUS FRUIT.

We have often heard it said that a fir
It
the

the
out Ul
in IMlorida will re
great improvement,
|1I:tl|_\'

benefits o eity, seems from
that

Froves

foll-

lowing freezing
Oribngre i
In the first ’
who had old groves of scedli&
oranges would not take the risk nor i
fruit involv

upon the o
seedlings, but sinee these were cut dos

cur the temporary loss of
in budding improved fruil

by the Freeze and suckers have grot
up around the old stumps ench owner
such groves has sought the most de

able varieties with which to bud t}
scions,  In our last issue we spoke of
Faet that NMr. 15, I [art, of IPed

Point, exhibited at the Ocala Iix pos¥
50 varicties of oranges,  Ina letter 2
received from him he SNYS i
“You searcely do Justice in erede.
me with 56 oranges V-
Ocali Fxposition, seeing that 1 "l!'m'
ahout  So citrus,
Mreene | far

varietics of

sorts ol

Sineag

have so collected  rihig

tinet kinds, which are now g‘l‘uwll"l‘
my and 1T

adding 1o the number,

"
place  here, c:’mt*n‘I

ina

¥
- able
are finer than any we formerly h was
when Florida regains her old pos; ign,
citriculture her reputation for Lh“",r
anges and lemons will be !np;h,“gh
ever,'

Some o

¢ ons
otler
Labor Contracts
. R |10
Should be very carctully iy,
next year in view ol the low price ol

furm  products, especially of the great
Southern money crop cotton,

Il



