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Comments of the State I’ress on the
“Work of the Gonoral Asscmbly or

—_—

There i8 but little reform or re-
trenchment in the work of the Legis.
lature of South Carolina for the ses.

~sion of 1886, for the reason that
there is but little room for retrench-
ment and reform. The Legislature
worked hard, however, and is entitied
to dieoriminating commendation for
what it did, and for what it left un-
done.

During the session 141 bills were
passed by both houses, and have be-
come laws. Only 24 aro general
‘public Acts; 16 relato to railroads;
86 relate to county affairs and 12 to
municipal oharters ; 29 are miscel-
laneous charters; 4 relate to the sale
of- liquor; 7 relate to the stock law;
0 relate to appropricviions, and 6 to
miscellaneous matters. The Joint
Resgolutions ratifying the Constitu
tlonal amendments, relating to the
bonded debt and to the census, which
“were voted on by the people in No-
vember, make up the count,

So far as the General Appropria.
tion bill is concerned, there was not
—in fact, there could not properly
be—any material reduction in the
amount appropriated. The State
Government s run now on as econoin-
ical a basis as is consistent with
prompt and eflicient administration.
Before the meeting of the General
Assembly, and during its session,
there was much well-meaning talk of
reduction of expenses. "The hard
common 8ense of a majority of the
Legislature, however, prevented any
sweeping changes. In one very im-
portant- respect a much-desired
amendment has been effected.  This
is embodied in the Aot providing for
the transportation of convicts from
county jails to the Penitentiary at
the expense of that institution. 'I'his

. will ' relieve the counties of a very
onerous tax. The Act reducing the
fees for dieting of prisoners will also
lighten the burden on the counties
somewhat, although the provisions of
the Act will work hardship to the
sheriffs of some counties.

As a result of the action of the
Farmers' Convention, a blll was
passed providing for the establish-
ment of two experimental agricullu.
ral stations in the State. The bill
which passed the IIouse was con-
siderably modified in the Senate,sbut
its substance was retained, and the
official representatives of the farmers
are understood to be salisficd with it,
Two other®measures introduced in
response to the memorial of the far.
mers, viz.,, the bill to reorganize the
agricultural department, and the bill
to provide for the cqualization of
taxes, were passed by the louse and
disallowed by the Senate, the formor
having been postponed to the next
gession, and the second having been
rejected,

The appropriations for the State
University ate liberal. The billypro-
viding for a tuition fee of $40 passed
both houses, with a proviso that ben.
eficiary scholarships can be given to
deserving persons by the facilty at
their discretion. No boy who is poor
will be rejected on that account, The
free scholarships will be conferred
by the faculty, and they may be con-
fidently counted upon to exercise
gound judgment. The tuition fees,
however, should go to the College
fund, as a means of augmenting the
power and, therefore, the usefulness
of that institution.

The phosphate royalty remaing as
vefore, a select committee having
been appointed to sit during tho re.
cess and investigate the subject, with
leave to report by bill.

The Legislature, taking into con-
sideration the distress prevailing in
the State, has extended to January
15 the time for paying the taxes, and
in certain sections of Charleston,
Colleton and  Berkeley ‘counties,
affected by the earthquake, the time
is extended until February 1.

The legislation on the subject of
liquor selling was about equally di.
vided as far as prohibition and anti-
prohibition are concerned. Ander-
son and Laurens have a new iron-
elal prolibition law, which is extreme
in character and apparently incapa-
ble of enforcement. It must be
borne in mind, however, that in or-
der to secure a speeinl election under
this law 'a majority of the real estate
owners in the counties named must
petition for it. It is doubtful, itis
said, that a majority of the property
owners of either Laurens or Ander-
son counties will consent to the pro-
visions of the new law, In addition,
an Act was passed nuthorizing the
issuing of license for the sale of 1i-
quor in the counties of Beaufort and
and DBerkeley, where, for one reason
or another, prohibition is a failure.
The Barnwell county prohibition law
was also repealed.

The Labor Contract bill, which
appeared to the News and Courier so
unwise and provocative of strife and
discontent, was postponed to the
next session,

The, tax levy for the year s four

and .a quarter wills for State purpo-
ses, being one mill less than that of
last year. '

/The Columbia Canal is entirely
unprovided for, the friends of the cn-
nal preferring that condition of things
to the compromise plan suggested,
at «a late hour of the session, and
which contemplated the connecting
of the old and . new canals and the
assurance of only water power sufil.
cient to'run the penitentiary and the
city water-workas.

A highly important measure which
beecame ‘a law is the General Incor-
poration bill. It will save the State
much money and it will save the pro-
moters of new undertakings both ex-
pense and delay. ’

All in all, there is much thut is
bright and good in the action and in.
action of the Legislature this session,
The educational institutions of the
State—including the Citadel and the
College—are maintained in their vig-
or, il they are not increased in
strength. The tarmers have made
& begiuning in the education of the
people in the special nceds of agri-
culture, ‘The militia holds its ground,
and with substantial reasons. We
regreb exceedingly that the Senate
defeated the proposition to rofse a
commiltee to inquire into the con-
struction and cost of agricultural
colleges for the inlormation of the
Legislature, nnd it is unfortunate
that a committec was not appointed
to formulate any necessary amend-
ment of the Constitution, But we
could easily have gone farther Lo fare
worse.—News and Courier,

We tbink, despite ibe gloomy
prophecies made prior to the meet-
ing of the Legislature, and the un-
fayorable criticisms showered upon
it since, that this Legislature will
compare very favorably with its pre-
decessors., The new members from
whom so much disasicr was feared,
proved themselves, in a number of
cases, efllcient, workivg members,
and radical Legislation was urged in
a great majority of cases by the older
members.-—— Walchinan and Southron.

The General Assembly has con-
vened, held its session, transacted its
business, and then dissolved  Great
things were expected from it, but
nothing in particular, above ordinary
sessions, was rcalizcd.—HL‘nrm'pr:'.-sc
and Mountaineer,

The State expenditures have been
reduced in an exceedingly small de-
gree—in a degree not worth men-
tioning. ‘The State levy is 4 1.4
mills, which, on $140,000,000 assessed
valuation, calls for $595,000 of taxes.
The two-mill school tax calls for
$280,000, aggregating for State and
school tax $875,000. Edgefield's tax,
which, we hoped last week, would be
only 9 mills, will now be near 10 or
10 1-2 mills.,

The sum appropriated to the State
Agricultural and Mechanical Socie-
ty has been cut down from $2,500 to
$1,000.

The muech-mooted reorganization
of the State Agricultural Department
has gone over. Not only doces this
Department remain untouched, but
its power ‘and patronage are enlarged
by having countrol of the two experi-
mental stations which are tobe es-
tablished—with an appropriation of
810,000 for their support. The far-
mers themselves defeated this pro-

‘posed reorganization; not the law-

yers, nor the preachers.— Edgefield
Chronicle.

The Legislatore adjourned last Fri-
day. Judgments of its work will be
various. Some will say it hns been
the best gud others that it lias been
the worst General Assembly that has
met for years and neither will be
right. It was a good body of men,
anxious to do good and without axes
to grind. The worst thing about it
has been its too great reliance in law,
making as the cure for hard times, as
evidenced by the avalanche of bills
introduced. Just think of it ! Three
hundred and sixty-nine in the House
and almost as nmny inthe Sepate.
I so many patches and preserip-
tions are necessary then the body
politic is in a bad way and likely to
be darned and doctored to death.
But our legislators have shown good
sense in continuing many important
measures to the next session. There
will be ample time for their study
next summer and we shall give them
a scries of free lectures (rom time to
time, as opportunity offers.  Our tui-
tion fee is only two dollars a year.—
Barnawell People.

The professional lobbyist, B, R.
Tillman, had his hands full when he
accepted  the chaivmanship of the
committee appointed to overlook the
Legislature. e gave up the job as
a bad one and is’ sail to have re-
marked on reaching home, that the
only friends he had in the Legislature
were the lawyers.  Mp, Uillman must
have been impressed wiih the con-
vietion that it is more difficult to lead
farmers than he once imagined. Ile
erred in thinking that all farmers
who go to the Legisloture are “bob
tailed,” and hence hd failed to lead
them— Laurens Advertiser,

We believe the goneral feeling of
the people will be that tho assem-
bly has plenty of good sound timber,
a little too green to be of much value
in the first session, but sure to im-
prove enough with time and expe-
rience to give good results,

There was of course, some blunder-
ing and timidity, the natural and cer-
tain result of inexperience. But the
purpose of the majority of the assem-
bly—especially in the house—evi-
dently in accord with the sentiment
and judgment of the masses of the
democrats of the State, “’hereis a de-
crease in the State levy and some
testing and examination-of leaks was
made which wili resalt in adoption
of other economic measures in the
future,

One of the best works of the ses-
sion was the defeat of the canal ap-
propriation, That stops a leak, and,
better yet, expresses the voice of the
people of the State against the par.
ticipation of the State in enterprises
of doubtful success and only local im-
portance.—Grecnville News.

The defeat of the bill known as
the Columbia Canal bill asking for
an appropriation of twelve thousand
dollars out of the people’s money, by
a vote of 75 to 37 in the [louse of
Representatives last week, is a piece
of legislative work that cannot be
too highly commended by the tax-
payers. The canal scheme has long
been looked upon as one of those
cancerous enterprises fastening it
self too firmly upon the treasury and
giving nothing in return save prom
ises tor the future. Its advocates
have succeeded year by year in de-
luding those who were sent to the
Cepital from different parts of the
State into the false position of ap-
propriating large sums for its devel-
opment at the public expense, and
had it not been that the advisability
of making further appropriations had
been adversely considered in almost
every seotion of the country before
the legislature assecmbled, there is no
telling how much more the people of
the State would have been forced to
bear. Since the entering wedge
against further expenditures in this
direction has been driven, there is a
popular feeling that the $tate can
better afford to loose all she has ap-
propriated that which is extremely
doubtful, and that we can now with
some cerlainty expect to escapg the
canal’s meshes throuzh future years.
Without fear of successful contra.
diction we pronounce the killing of
this bill the most practical and
economical work so far done by the
House.-— Barnawell Sentinel,

—— e v
Henry Grady’s “New South.”

It seems that Mr. Grady of the
Constitution has made a very suc-
cessful speech in New York before
the New England Society. Mr. Gra-
dy, doubtless, representing what he
calls the cavalier stock of the South,
has rejoiced the hearts of the patriot
Puritans, or the descendants thereof,
in his exalte® picture of the new
South that has arisen, “not as a pro-
test against the old, but because of
new conditiong, new adjustments,
and, if you please, new ideas and as-
pirations.”

It would secem a very ungracious
task to pronounce Mr, Grady's clever
trick of words a sensational humbug,
We shall not so pronounce the bright
and cheery speech of the Georgia
editor, inasmuch as he may, per-
chance, have intended this  after-
dinner speech as after all for nothing
more than a mere performance meet
to tha occasion. As such,itis clever
enough. .

But if Mr. Grady is in real earnest
in his utterance we would suggest to
him that it is about time to put away
this old myth about the Southern
cavalier. Where is there any cava-
lier stock in Georgia or South Caro-
lina either for the matter of that?
That there may have been one or two
families that thought themselves bet-
ter than the rest of their fellow colo-
nists may be doubtless true. This,
we presume, is what always existed
in any society, even though it should
have come out of transported con-
viets. ‘The trath ,remains, however,
that the builders of the Southern
States and Southern socicty were
plain, hard wm-lcing men and women
had no more to do with the cava.
liers than they had to do with the
IKan of Tartary,

Look back on the history of any
South Carolina or Georgin family
and you will find, in nine cases out
of ten, if not ninety nine out of a
hundred, honest, hard working, pro-

genitors at the root.

There waas, it is true, a highly aris-
tocratic society at the South, and
none in any part of the world could
excel it in all the noblest qualities of
a trained and well ordered establish-
ment. But this was a self made
aristocracy that grew up on this side
of the water according to its own sur-
roundings and circumstances,

The stout-hearted colonists  as
they beeame possessed of broad acres
with troops of slaves and with their

profitable crops of tobuneco, rice and
indigo changed into lordly proprie-
tors from their humble beginnings,
The very responsibility of their lives
a8 the owuners ol numerous depend-
ents made them put on a new social
complexion. DMuany of theése planters
educated their sons abrosd, all of
which tended to solten the manners
and quicken the intelligence of the
new aristoeracy. But it is a known
fact that this Southern society noever
for a moment cottoned to the old
world aristocracy.  And, heuce,
when the revolt against the mother
country toolk place these very men
who had been educated abroad were
among the first Lo resist the British
arrogance to the last extremity,

There is no man of uny large
Southern experience but has seen
this very social growth travspire
under his own cyes. 1o has seen
honest, worthy people  beginning
from nothing achicve large wealih,
edueate their children and take their
place in the more refined cireles of
life as the natural result of their suoe-
cess.  Well, this was just what trans-
pired in the early history of these
Southern States.  There was no euy-
alier about it.

It is true there grew
slave owning class a chivalrous re-
gard for the weak and the lowly,
which necessarily attached to their
position as the lords of the soil and
a8 masters of other men's lives.

up in the

There is a certain dignily and self-’

control, which fortunately for man-
kind, nearly always attaches to power.
It is a grave historical mistake to
call this society an oligarehy, as Mo,
Grady would hiaVe it.

It was a strong sclfamade social
organization, prowing up to its own
necessities, replenished with  new
men and new amilies and new made
wealth  from the beginning of the
colanial establishment to the hap-
pening of (he war. -

It was not in the nature of (hines
that Southern men and  womend, with
all this strong, sellreliant blood in
their veins, should have mewed in a
corner over a defeat in arms, for
which there was no longer any help.
Common sense and the chmmon
wants  of nature alike demamicd
otherwise. 1t is no marvelous thing,
then, that Southern men and women
should have accepted the situation
with courage and gsone to work as
their  progenitors before them had
done,

It is just as well ta have this thing
put in its true light, for teuth is al.
ways respeclable, tending as it does
to selfl respect among  men.— Colui-
bia Register.

R i S
General 19 Y. Iair,

The death at 2:20 o'clock yester-

day morning of this prominent citi-
zen removes  [rom our midst another
of the landmarks that have for the
past few years rapidly followe | cacli
other off’ the stage of life upon which
they have dnring Montgomery's mosl
noted history, been active and well
known actors,

TFor a long time Gen, Fair has heen
in il health, and this, considered in
connection with his advanced years,
made his death the source of litte
surprise in contrast with the senuine
regret, at the tidings that this ven-
erable citizen was 1o more,

e eame to Montgomery over a
hall a century ago and here' lived out
a life eventful for the secnes thal
attended it and eluiming the tribute

of esteem and vegard  from those
among whom it was spent,  His pro-

fession was the law, to the practice
of which he was admitted in Wis na
tive State, Soulh Caroling, aud con.
tinued il with profit wud suceess for
several years in this cily up to 1856,
when he was appointod by President,
Buchanan as  minister  resident to
the court of Belaium, which distin.
guished position lie Lheld throughout
that administration,

In 1RGH he was a deleaste Lo the
constitutional convention, represent-
ing Montgomery in that aucust as
semblage  of statesmen.  This was
his last public trost, Upon his re-
tirement to private lifte he moved Lo
hig plantation in Autauza county,
where he resided for years, removine
later to Montzowmery where he has
since lived a modest, retived life,
surrounded with friends and kindred,
Gen. Ifair was over seventy-seven
years ol age nt the time of his death,

e marricd Miss Wyatt ol Autanga
county, who preceded him to the
grave six years ago.  [lis only s
viving children are a murried daneh.
ter and a youngz sou who is attend.
ing college in Tennessee,

Gen. Pair will kindly rememboered
for his many excellencies of ¢charne-
ter which shone out conspicuously
during a long and honorable earecr
among those whose hearts ere sa der
that he has been ealled from the
busy scenes of carth to meet hig re.
ward in the cternal beyond.— Duily
Dispateh, Montyomery Ala.
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Farthgnake shocks in Maryland

Morday morning,

/

1887.

Just diserimimation that should
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relght Diseriminations.

I'rom the Columbia Register,

Mu, Eprror: I wish to call at.
tention of the Railrond Commission
to a recent reduction of through rutes
along the line of the C. & G. R. R.,
which will sound the death knell to
the development of Columbia as a
colton mart, and her general pros-
perity. unless prompt action is taken
by lier citizens and the railroad com-
pany, and thereby get these unjust
discriminations  properly  adjusted,
which will have to be done by reduc.
tion gf,the local rate to correspond
with that ol the through, or possibly
by n reduetion of the loeal to Colum-
bia aud the tbrough from Columbia,

T'o muko matters plain, I will note
the rates as they now exist :
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You will see that by adding the
local to Columbin's through rate that
there would be o loss of 193 points
per 104 pounds, or about $1.00 per
bale to ship cotton here from Spar.
tanbiare and reship from liere to Bal-
timore, Philadelphin or Boston, 183
pefnts per 100 pounds against cotfon
here  from Union, 17 points from
Newberry, 15 points from Yrosperity
and Pomaria and 11 points from Als.
ton amd stations this side, and from
sSantue, IKish Dam, Shelton, Lyles.
ford, Blairs, Strothers and Dawkins
about 17 points, Now thig is an un-
not
exist for o day, and I feel sure that
when this matter is onee before the
Comiasion, that its life will be of
short duration and they will sce that
ncorresponding  reduction is made
on the rate to Columbin 8o that we
can ticke Colmmbia what she oueht
to beo the metropolis of South  Caro-
lina,

Wlhen this reduction of local is
made, Columbia will grow and Dblos.
som as the rose, neglected and she
will eontract, wither, and to a great
extent die.  As this means life and
prosperity, or death and deeay, I
brust: you will be vigilant in  keeping
this matter before the Commission
until they aet and the railroad com-
panies grant the necessary relief,

Very traly,
JAsrrr MiLnin,
L e A
Populir KEditor,

Brother Gready of the Atlanta Con-
stitution  made us a rattling fine
speceh the other night. The ocea-
sion amd season were  propitions,
Fvery one was feeling happy. ‘I'he
southorn editor got exeited, and
spoke right out from the fullness of
o b heart. s patriotie  senti-
ments struck a responsive ehord, and
he awoke the next morning to find
himsell famous, '

This was proper enough, but his
fricnds at home, inspired by this na-
tonal reputation made in a single
night, have now puat Mr. Grady in
nominalion for Vice-President on the
Demoeratic  ticket  for 1885, We
think that they are rather previous,
snd are positive that bhe has never
sanctioned such a use of his name.

Mr. Grady brough® us a timely
message of good tidings from his pa-
Lrintic hrethren in the Somhb. We
reecived him as an ambassador rath
cr than ns a probable raler,  Ile will
appreciate as well as another that
Lhere are creal inlerests, Lrave quoes.
tions sud heavy responsibilities in.
volved in the selection of the next
natioval Demoeratio ticket; that there
isn vast diffcrence  between post-
pravdisl popularity and the enlm,
dehiberete judament of  the whole
people; and that the names that foat,
np onsiaek water are apt to he swept
away with the turn ol the tide.

There is only one name for that

A

A, CoJOKES, "ublishor

tiehot ns yet which fulfills the grow-
ing demands of the people, about
which the tumult of popular approval

eps without fwmpairing i,

dianey
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and Proprictor,

A Voico from the South.

The enthusiastic reception tendered
Mr, Grady upon his return to Atlanta
was something more than o tribute
to the eloquence and genius of the
foremost  editor in the South, 1t
was also o spontancous and hearty
indorscment by Southern people of
the patriotie and inspiring senti-
ments ol' his speceh betore Lhe New
Fingland Society.

The oceasion was one which the
South is ever cager to acecpt lur the
exhibition of o thoroush aud lully
restored  spirit of loyalty 1o tae
Union, and the assurance of an on-
tire obliteration ol all traces ol see-
tionalism nnd hate, The alterances
ol Mr. Grady were, if possible, mmore
heartily  applanded in Atlanta than
in-New Youl, though they were in-
stinet with a spirit ol the broadest
patriotism and wost devoted loyalty.

But their appreciative reception
throughout  the country is of the
greatest  signilicance. It indicates
more plainly than any labored avgu-
ment could possibly do that old sce-
tional controversies are dend; that
the ashies  left by them are eold
and ean never bo reaninintod by the
lerocious zeal even of such pardisans
as Blaine or Logaun; 200l assures
the country with a vai_e ol authority
which the Muaine stateaman aighy

well heed that he who would rise to
eminence  in the restored republic
can never do so by drowning the

music. ol peace and good will with
the clash of arnes and the harrowing
chorns of grouns,

I'or the first thime within mere than
A quarter ol o century South Caroli-
naand Muassachusotts not only fecl
one way, bub will vote one way; and,
next to the benelicent influcnce of a
Lroad-principled  and  ealivhiened
Demoeratic wdministration, this re-
sult is chiicfly due to the conrnoe and
liberalism of the Gradys of the North
wowell aa of the Southe—New York
St

X e -
AN Important Blscovery,”
meerelary o Blate Leitner, within
Lhe past Tew days, made a very im-
portant discovery in recard Lo the

commissions chinrced by his ofiiee,
which the followine correspondence
will explain ;

OrEicr or Bucnnrany or 8 rATE,

Covnvainn, December 21, 15506,

Hone James 15 Barle, Altornoey
Genersl——Denr Sir:s T oaw informed
that since 187606 bas Leen the eus-
tom of this ollice to charee the smm of
S350 for all commissions issucd Lo
slate and connty ollicers,

I have cxamined the law on the
subjeet. and can find no anthority for
a preater charge than 2,21, Am I
correct in my conclusion ¥ As it is
a matler of some interest o the peo
ple of the Stale, however smnll, 1
would like to have your written
opinion on the subiject before pro-
ceeding further.

Your early reply (o this matter will
areatly oblice,

Yours traly.
W. 7. Lersen,
seeretary of State,

To {his the Heerelary reccived Lhe
folowing answer:

Hon, W, 7. Leitner, Seerelary of
State—5ir: [ owm direeted hy  the
Attoruey General (o say thal hie has
exained Uhe law in relntion to fecs
o be clinracd for commissions, and
finds the  mmount o be three
21-100 dollars,

Very respecitully,
W I, Baenvax,
Aenistant, Attorney General.

It now beecines an ipartant in-
quiry where the tioney Ly cone,-—
l'll”’?:f;l'fr'nj News and Heredd,

anil
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Fnoueh ol Iansas
Horen Gilsey,  colored,  passed
throush Aucusta yesterday on nis
way (o his old heoe near Newhurry,
5.0 Now Hores 15 or was an enii-
gract,  Noblony nso he convirted
his little all inte eash wnd started
out to Arkaneas to tukie ndvantape of
lowaory e tempting indoecments
held out by s acent vepr Sentling a
section contivneus to Littie Rock, in
that Hrute. Dot be hiag wcome buek a
sadder s wiser man, and NPLUHSeS
his intention ol veine Lack 1o liye
aned dicin <Ol Crhrobiuy urther,
Horaee deelnrcs e will preseh the

and | brath aod stew the tide of emi zeation
fggainst which the waves of adverse | from the Palinetto State,

1 Horaee

eriticism beat without budging it— | tells Lis woes and Lis trinls and  Lis

the nwme of Grover Cleveland, By -
nonym lor firmness without obsti-

nacy, doty without fear and patriot- |

ism without humbug, "

Whether it may fall (o' the lot of
Brothicr Grady to be associated with
such wonan in 1888 we cannot ell,
but we respéetfully subpit to all as.
pirants for such lLonors that, Cleve-
Innd is the type of statesmen that
the people of all seetions are looking
For, and that the closer they may ap-
pronch to such a model the more
lkely they will ve to fulfill the am-
hitions of their friends.—New York

roin

Sty

disoppointmenie, ns he narested them
i this oflice last nicht while wrogt.
ling with & cosl dire, of which le
knew nothing his words will e heed-
cd. ] (Il‘t'|::l'. |.I;."'.:2, dem 'l\'.:lll.-ms;
folks am de biggest story tellors,
Dey done fooled me onta-overy-ting
I work havd fur dis ten year. I'se
back to Caroliny-—and  I'se
gwine lo stay dar too.  Any niguer
dreaming "bout Lappy  homes in o de
West hetter wake up quick and stay
in Caroling.”

Horaee is walking back, e rode
oub West(, bub was co - velled Lo tramp
it home.— Augusto Cre oniele,



