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LOCAL TELEPHONE COMPANY

GRANTED INCREASE IN RATES

Inerease not as Lavge as Company Re-
fuested In Hs Petition to the Rpfl-
rond Commission.  Raofe Goes Into
EWeet July 1st,

By an order issued by the state rail-
roid commission Junoe drd and deliy-
ored to the loeal company last week
the Lanrens Telephone Company is
Branted an inerease in rates of ap-
proxibmately on per cent, The com-
mission did not grant the full inerease
asked by the company, which amount-
od to ahout 4o per cent, giving ag ils
opiuion that the company could opeépr-
ate with a reasonable proiit under the
sehedule granted,

The full order of Lhe commission,
wileh gives all dotails of the matter,
is as follows:

Order No. 284

! | June drd, 1921,

Laurens 1 clephone Company,
Laurens, S, €,

‘l’Jn October 11th, 1920, the Laurens

Telephone Company, through Mr, W,

It Richey, President, filed petition

\-:-Ith the Rallroad Commission of South

Carolina asking for an increase of

rates. In the absence of a pelition

slgned by a majority of the subscrib-
crs of said telephone company the

Commission ordered a hearing to be

Ilzvehl in the city of Laurcens, S. €., on

November 23rd, 1920, notice of thig

heuring being duly advertised accord-

ing to the law which requires publica-
tion of sveeial notice for four con-
secutive weeks., The hearing was held
gt the time and place specified. The

Aaurens Telephone Company was rep-

resented by Mr, Richey, while a good-
iy number of gubscribers of said com-
bany were present at this meeting,

The increase was opposed at that
time by said subscribers, thelr conten-
tion ibeing based mainty upon the pro-
position that first of all your financial
slatement did not show at the time
of the hearing an actual loss helween
revenue obtained from service and ac-
tual operating expenses, but presumed
that a loss would exist inside of the
next six months. Another contention
advanced by some of the subscribers
present was that this was not an op-
portune time to inerease rates, and
espeeially sueh an increase as wag re-
quested In petition of sald telephone
company, which meant a forty per
cent, increase over the rates then and
now in existence,

The Commission has gong Into this
matter thoroughly for almost elght
months, and has welighed the question
from every angle, It has required
additional information frow the Lau-
rensg Telephone Company, which has
been submitted and shows that the
amount paid for actual operaling ex-
penses exceeds the revenue reeelved
by sald company from th actual opera-
flon of the exchange. This has de-
veloped within the past three or four
months and at present an actual delieit
between the two amounts—that is to
say a defleit exists between the amount
pald ont and the amount recctived—
and today the exchange is being oper-
ated at an actual loss,

Where the records show that a util-
Ity is undertaking to operate with a
greater amount paid out to maintain
thie serviee than the amount received
for such serviee, it ~an be readily real-
jzed that the service, under these con-
ditions, cannot long continue, and
where gsuch a state of affairs exists it
tdocg ot hecome necessary (o take into
consideration the amount of invest-
ment, or what 1s often referved to as
Ywatercd stocl,'” or other similir con-
sideration.  The mere fact that there
is not suflicient revenue bemy taken

Winthrop College L
SCHOLARSHIP AND ENTRANCE
EXAMINATION

The examination for the award of
vacant Scholarships in Winthrop Col-
lege and for admission of new studentg
will be held at the County Court House
on Friday, July 1, at § a m.  Appll-
canls must not be less than sixteen
years of age. When Scholarships are
vacant after July 1 they will be award-
ed to those making tho highest average

at this examination, provided they
meet the conditlons governing the
award, Applieants for Scholarships

ghould write to President Johnson be-
fore the examination for Scholarship
oxamination blanke,

Scholarships are worth $100 and

free tuition, The next sossion will
open September 1th, 1621, ¥or fur-
ther Information and catalogue, ad-

dresg Pres. D, B, Johnson, tock HIll,
8.0, A7-4t
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operating expenses would have a ten-
dency to eliminate matters such as
above referred (o, The Commission
wishes it understood that it is not a
pleasure (o inerease rates, but it is the
duty of the Commission o demand of
all corporations under its jurisdiction
that they render eflicient service Lo
their patrons, and in Ltaen, under the
lawd of the State, it becomoes the duty
of the Commission to soe that ;n'n;wl:-
tics of this kind shall not he conliscat-
wd Lo furnish service as above outiined,
Therefore, unfortunately, it becomoes
the Commission's duly to put into ef-
feet o senle of rates Lhat will be just
cquitable and reasonable to all mu'liu.ﬁ
al interest,

The Commission has given due con-
sideration to the financial conditions
existing and the facl that a great many
business concerns are ‘operating  at
mueh less profit than has been the
custom for the past several years, but
telephone service has  reached  tho
stage where It is an :vlmt)fulo necessi-
ty, and in order that the people may
have access to this convenience, it be-
comes especially necessary that the
property of the telephone company be
maintained in an adequate condition
to render the service demanded of it,

However, the Commission has decld-
cd that it cannot at this thme grant
the amount of increase requested in
the petition of (he Laurens Telephone
Company, notwithstanding the fact
that such increase may be necessary
to yield the usual vevenue on the in-
vestment maintained in this specific
instance, but we have taken into con-
sideration that cost of material is
gradually being reduced, and the Com-
mission is of the opinion at this time
that the inereases granted will in the
near future take care of the situation
in such a way as not to impaid the
service of the telephone exchange and
yield a slight revenue on the invest-
ment,

Therofore, the Commission
the following order:

It I8 ordeved, that on and after July
Ist, 1921, the legal rates for telephone
service rendered by the Laurens Telo-
phone Company within the eity limits
of Laurens, S, C. shall be as follows:
Special  line business telephones
$3.10 per month,

Duplex line business telephone $2.75

issues

per month,

fipecial  line residence telephone
$2.40 per month,

Duplex line residence telephone
21.80 per month,

Four party residence telephone $1.60
per month,

Extension telephone $1,20 per month,
FFor rural lnes constructed, equip-
ped and maintained to the city limits
of Laurens by others than Laurens
Telephone Company, with six  tele-
phones or less number per line, $3.00
per month per drop on switchboard.
This means that when there are six
telephones or' less on lines of this
kind the charge shall be $3.00 per

month for six telephones or less, with

a charge of 360 per month for each ad-
ditional telephone when there arve
more than six telephones on the line,

This order shall remain in effect un-
til the further orders of this Commis-
slon.

In mlditL(m Lto the facts above st
out, thixg Commissign has on file an
ordinance passed by the City Council
of laurens, of date June 28th, 1920,
which preseribes a rate as follows:

Speelal  line  business  telephone
F$3.00 per conth,
Duplex  line  business  telephone

$4.00 per month,

Speeial  line
$2.00 per month.

Duplex line
$2.00 per month,

['nder existing conditlons the Com-
mission does not feel that these rates
should be granted at present.  Al-
though giving due cognizance to the
action of the ity Councell of Laurons,
S. ., the Commission ig of the opinion
at present that the Laurens Telephone
Company can meot operating expenses
of Its exchange and have a surplus
from such operation to care for deter-
ioration, maintenance, cto,

In reaching its conclusion as to
tates get out in above order the Com-
mlgsion has eliminated certain items
presented to It as necessary in the
operation of thig exchange which in
its opinion the company com operate
without, The Commission i3 of the

residence  telephone

residence telephone

seribed as legal rateg for serviec ren-
dered by Laurens Telephone Company
wmay not be as high as the ralea
charged by many similar exchanges,
they will yield a revenue as above ont-
Yned, If the Commission Is In error
as to thig then the matter can easily
be re-opencd and such aotion taken as
may be necessary in the premises,
FRANK W, SHEALY,
Chalrman,
. H. ARNOLD,
Commissioner,
J. P, DARDY,
Hearetary,

11T WILL PAY YOU TO COME
‘MANY MILES 10
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in by the company Lo meet its actual

opinfop that while the rates herein pre-|-

PLANS TO CARRY
SURPLUS COTTON

Secretary of Commerce Gives Views to
Senate Committee Outlinlye  Posi-
tlon of Administration as to Eco-
nomic Distress Belng Fell by Farme
IS,

Washington, June 25.—Lfforts are
being made by the administration fo
mobilize banking credits for carrying
over surpluses of the country's cotlon
and sugar, Secretary Hoover disclosed
today before a senate commillee, Thoe
object is "to prevent a foreed™ ligqui-
dation of these commodities” he said,
and the plan under consideration s
identical with that carried out in the
ciatlle industry.

The commerce seerctary was called
to glve his views on the Norris bill (o
create o F100,000,000 government farm
export corporation. Ile told the com-
mittee he did not favor the measure.

"I don't want to appear o deprecatoe
any proposal intended to assist the
agricultural  industry,” Alr, Hooverp
said, “becaunse the situation  today
which has reduced the purchasing
power of the American farmer 67 per
cent hag put him to the most serious
duress agriculture has ever had to
face. The situation is the most acute
and dangerous in Lhe country at the
present moment, Iet I cannot feel
that the extension of further credit
facilities for the supply of food pro-
ducts to Europe would glve any ade-
quate remedy,

While sixty million Enrepeans still
are “under food restaint, rationing or
similar systems,” Mr, Hoover said,
“Poland, Austria and “in a minor de-
gree Crzecho-Slovakia, 'were the only
countries where a diminished food
supply might result from, failure of
credits.  ISuropean harvests, genera-
ally good, he said, might be suflicient
to meet their needs, but that in any
case thirty million hushels of wheat
was all that would be involved. He
added that Burope “found the money
somehow to take a uillion dollars in
food from the United States in the
last eleven and a half months,”

“As to colton, however, the prob-
lem of disposing of our surplus is
much more serious,” Mr, Hoover con-
tinued, “because experience has de-
monstrated that the governments and
the peoples will secure their food, but
that they will cut in textiles.

“There Is a  marked (tendency in
Burope to live on thelr own food re-
gources and make their harvests
streteh as far as possible through the
year which indicates that the Ameri-
can farmer must carry hereafter his
crops for a longer period through the
vear beeause the Buropean demand
will only come at later months,

“We are trying to set np such ma-
chinery as will prevent foreed Houida-
tion in cotton and sugar and negotia-
tion through the banks of the coun-

try. If this eanot be done through
the mobilization of privite banking

capital in such a way as Lo avoidi put-
ting the burden on ‘the government,
why then we may have to eall on the
governmendt,

“Happlly there is a short crop of
cotton this vear and there have also
been artificial conditions, which have
depressed the market, such  as  the
long strike In England and the re-
parations discuseion with  Germany,
which worked to cut onr cotton ex-
ports, yet the shelves of the world
are growing bare of textiles and we
can hope to carry over the surplusg
until it ean be sgold at satisfactory
lovels., A simfilar situation exisits as
to grain, but it 1s not so marked”

DEFER ELECTION
OF ERSKINE

HEAD

Postponed Untll Meellng of Trusteey
In Gastonln, N. €. On August 3rid.

Chester, June 27.—The eection of a
president of Erskine College to suc-
ceed Dy, J, 8, Moffalt, resigned, was
defervd until August drd, by th trusg-
tees in deasfon here tonight, "T'he nexi
meeting will be held at Gastonla, N,
, The reason assigned for the post-
ponement ‘was In order to have Lhe
western members of the board present,
Four names were presented by the
executive committee, Rev, I, C, Grier,
of Columbla; Dr, Frneat Neal Orr, of
Charlotte, N, C,; and Rev., J, W, Car-
son and Prof. O, I}, Cannon, of New-
berry. A commitlee way appointed to,
walt under Dr, Moffatt, and urge him
to acgept the office of president emerl-
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DRESS

ANCE SALE

ON

S wnd SKIRTS

Great bargains will be offered in our Dress and
Skirt Department Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
All dresses will be reduced to 1-2 price and many far
below. We must close them out regardless of cost.

Nine of the biggest bargains ever offered in Dress-

es; only one of a kind, and as they are sold they will
be marked off the list.

516.
751.
7129,
230.
263.
520.

M. Navy Taffeta, size 40; price $27.50, Sale Price

4821. Grey Taffeta, size 38; price $27.00, Sale Price
876.

Brown Taffeta, size 18; price $60.00, Sale Price
Brown Crepe de Chine,

Grey Crepe de Chine,
Blue Taffeta, size 36;
Blue Taffeta, size 18;
Blue Taffeta, size 36;

: $19.75
size 36; price $75, Sale Price 25.00
size 40, price $65, Sale Price 22.50
price $37.50, Sale Price 12.50
price $37.50, Sale Price 15.00
price $45.00, Sale Price 17.50

12.00
11.75

Navy Messaline, size 14; price $45.00, Sale Price 15.00

50 House Dresses in ging-
ham and percale; worth up to

$6.50, Special Sale Price

LOT NO. 1 SKIRTS

Hangon Skirts of Baronett,'
Satin, Crepe and Georgette
Crepe; regular price $35.00,
Special Sale Price

$1.75

12 Taffeta, Messaline and
Poplin Dresses; values up to

$19.75, Special Sale Price

$15.00

LOT NO. 2 All Other Skirts 1-2 Price

MUSLIN UNDERWEAR

All Muslin Underwear re-

$5.00 duced to 1-2 Price.

All Alterations Charged For---No Goods on Approval

DAVIS-ROPER CO.

Lnurens

Outfitters for the Whole Family
~ South Carolina




