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His nge might have heen thirty, He
was a suave, pollshed, sophisticated
poerson,  Nothing was more naturnl
than that he should puuse In his tray-
els to cnll upon two angrecable women
he had met on a Paclfi¢ steamer, Pos-
sibly he was In love with Allce DBash-
ford; this was not & diflicult state of
heart amd mind for o0 man to argue
himself Into, She wuas even more
strikingly beautiful tonlght than 1 had
thought her before. She was agaln In
white—It was only in daytime that she
wore black—and white was exceedling-
ly becoming to her. As we talked she
plied  lstlessly a  fan—a  hoandsome
trinket of cstrich plumes. A pretty

" woman and a fan are (he happlest
possible combinntlon,
. There Is no severer test of graco

than a womnan's manner of using s fan,
A clumsy woman makes an implement
of this plaything, flourlshing (t to em-
phaslze her talk, or, what Is worse,
pointing with it like an Instruector be-
fore a blackbonrd. Dut In graceful
hands It Is unobtrusive, & mere bit of
decoration that teases and fascinates
the beholder's eye.

With all his polse and equanimity 1
was distinetly conscious that Monta-
ni's dark eyes were intent upon the idly
swaying fan. I thought at first It woe
her hands that interested him as they
unfallingly: interested me, but when,
from time to time, she put down the
fun his guze still followed it. And yet
there was nothing novel in the delicate
combination of ivory and feathers, I
had seen many fans that to all appear-
ances were Just lke It, Onge, as she
picked it up and lazily opened it, I snw
him bend forward eagerly, then, fing-
ing that I had noted his eagerness, he
rose, pretending that a brass screen
before the fivepliace had enught his eye,
and asked whether it was not a Flor-
entine  production, which shook my
fuith in his connoisseurship, as I had
Dought the thing myself from a New
York brassworker who had I!lllllt. it to
my arder,

Montanl  spoke of the poreelains,
"G, g be sure! They don't show to
best advantage in electrie  light, o
they? But 1 ean have a few ol the
prize pleces taken into the dining-
room,” suld  Allce.

Mrs., Farnsworth had excused her-
self to finish a letter, and from my
+ chair 1 could sc¢e her head bent over
. the big desk in the lbrary. Allce rang
for Antoine, and I followed her into
the hall to offer my ald.

*Oh, don't trouble,” she sald. "“An-

toine enn do anythlng necessary. Yes;
thunks; it you will turn on the dining-
room Hghts'
1 was gone hardly half a minute,
When | reached the drawing-room
toor Montanl had erossed the room
to  the table on which  Allee had
dropped the fan and was examinlog it
closely, He faced the door, and the
moment he detected me exclulmed
carelessly : “An exqulsite little bnuble!
I am always curlous as to the source
of such trifles, 1 was looking for the
maker's Imprimatur, 1 know a Parl-
sgian who Is the leading manufacturer
of the world, But It Is not his, 1
see,"

As we stood talking of other things
he plied the fan earelessly as though
for the pleasure of the falnt scent |t
exhualed, and when Allee called us he
put It down carefully where he had
found It.

e really did seem to know some-
thing about ceramles and pralsed, with
lvely enthusiasm, the pleces thut hod
hean set out on the table, One plece,
ng to whose authentielty my uncle had
entertalned  serious  doubts, Montanl
unfiesitatingly pronounced genuine and
stuted very plausible reasons for his
eplnlon,

O the whole, he was an inferesting
fellon  When he had finished his in-
spectims he lingered for only n few
minutes and took his leave, saying
that he was spending the night ot an
inn near Stamford,

“Well," suld Allee when the whir 6f
his machine had died away, “What do
you think of hhin?"

“"A very ngreeable gentleman,” T an-
swered.  "If he doesn't know porge-
laing, he fakes hig talk admirably,”

“And as to fans—'" suggestod Mra,
Farnsworth,

I had not Intended to mentlon Mon-

tmel's interest in Alice's fan, and the
remnrk surprised me,

“Oh, T saw [t nll from the libravy,"
Innghod Mrs, Farnsworth,  “My back
wias to the deor, but I was fucing n
milrror,
went into the hail he pounced upon
the fan—pounced s the only  word
it deseribes 1t
imterest jn it very neantly
cunghe him examining it."”

dIansg are charmless  things'  sail
Aliee, "and If there's any story at-
tached to this one I'm ngt aware of at.
My father Dought It in DParis about
three years ago, and It has never heen
out of my possession exeepl Lo have
It repaired. There's a Japancse jow-
eler who does wonderful things in the
way of repalring trinkets of overy
kind, I left it with him for n few
fduys, I can't tell now which pane
wns  broken, he did his work so
dertly.”

I took it from her and balanced
In my fingers., It was a beautiful
plece of workmanship with the shm-
plest earvings on the ivory panels,

“Ie couldn't have seen It anywhery
before tonight,”" observed Alice mus
ingly. “In fact, I hadn't used it at ali
for a year. It was really by mistake
that my mald put It Into my trank
when T went to Japan., T didn't want
to risk breaking It again, so U've been
careying It In g handbag,  The lus
day we were In Toklo 1 think 1 had iT

when you

In our sitting room In the hotel, to i

make sure it wasn't jnmmed Into the
trunk agaln, We had a goad many
callers—n number of people came (n
to bid us good-by, but I'm sure Cotnt
Montant was not among them, and |t
waottld have been hapossible for him to
see It at any other time"

O, there Is nothing disturbing In
the count's Intervest in the thing,” said
Mrs, I'arnsworth with an ale of dis.
missing the matter,
trinket inscribed with Chincs=e mys-
terles, you might Imngine that (t would
be sought by some one—I1 have heard
of such things—but Allee's fan has ne
sguch history."”

"We weren't very hospitable,” sald
Alice.  “1 might have nsked Count
Montanl to dine with us tomorrow
and we might even bave pm hlm up
for the nlght In this vast house”

Not with Antoine on the premises!"
[ exJlaimed. “Antolne I ceanvinced
thot the wan 1z whal we enll In Amer-
len a ctook. And Antolre tnkes his

"

responalbilitios very serh naly,"
While 1T was  bhrealkrosting at the
garage the next morning Aniolne ape
chll:*il and. walting vl Fiynn was

ul:l of bearing, hunded e a 8llp ol
puper,

“I'hat's a New Yoerk automoblle
number,” he sald, "1t was on the tng

of that machine the party came In lagt
nlght. 1 hieard him saylng, sir, ns how
he L motored up from the Likton
Inn ot Stuanford,  Visltors from Stam-
ford wanld hardly send In to the ¢lty
for a machine,”

I bivde him wait while T enlled the
Elkion by telephone, No such person
ns Gluseppe Montanl hnd  spent  the
night there or had been a guest of the
house within the memory of the clerk.
Antoine's chest swelled at this confir-
matlon of his suspicions,

“If the man returns, treat him as
you did last night—as though he were
entitled to the highest consideration.”

"“He won't come back—not the same
way," sald Antolne,  “"He mentioned
the Elkton just to throw you off. The
next you hear of him will be quite dif-
ferent,”

“You mean he'll come as a burglor?”

“That's what's in my mind, Mr. Sin-
gleton, IEverything seems very queer,
sir"

“Such as what, Antolne?”

“The widow has been telegraphing
and telephoning conslderable, sir.'

“There must be no spylng upon
these ladies!" 1 admonished severely,
“All the people on the place must re-
member that Mrs, Bashford Is mis-
tress here, and entitled to Iulh st re-
spect.”

e had hardly gone before Torrence
had me on the wire to hear my report
and to say that Roynor had left Wash-
lnglon for a week-end In Virginia,

I assurad him that nothing had oc-
curred to encournge a suspleion that
Mra, Bashford was not all that she
pretended to be. ‘The day wos marked
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by unusual activities on the part of
the walters and bell-hops, Instead of
the company drills to which I had be-
come accustomed they moved about in
pairs along the shore and e lines of
the fences, I lenrned that Antoine
had orderved this, and the “troops"
were ‘obeying him with the utmost se-
rlousness,  The “service” on the es-
tate was certalnly abundant. It was
only necessary to whistle and one of
the Myringhnm veterans would come
running,

In spite of the complete satistaction
I had expressed to Torrence s to the
perfect Integrity and honest Intentions

"of the two - Wormen, t —Im cutloslty of the

American state department and the
visit of Montanl required elucidation
beyond my powers, At dinner they
were In the merrlest humor, The per-
formances of the little army through-
out the day had amused them greatly.
“TITow  dellghtfully feudal!” ex- l
clulmed Alice, “Really we should, have :
i moat und drawbridge to make the
thing perfect. Constance and I are
the best protected women In the
world I" [
We extracted all the fun possible |
from the ldea that the estate was un- ‘

(Conlinund on page two, this section, }]

GET OUR DRAG SAW PRICE!

We have a high power, fast -culting outfit, forced feed—a con
plete power plant in itself for sawing logs Lo any length Does th
work of 6 to 10 men. Lever control of hlade while engine is runnin
SEND FOR thl\l-. CATOLOG
7 Showing Gasoline Engineg 2 t
*_ 30 1L P, Power Saw Rigs an
=y Drag .‘-';:I.WS, all equipped witl
Boseh 'High Tension Magneto.
Starts and Stops Saw
Lever Contiol
COLUMBIA SUPPLY CO.
523 Gervais Street,
COLUMBIA, S, €.

The moment you and - Alice |

ITe concealed his |6

I it were a jade I

Here we go for Big Business for November.

Now, I know you will say

“how can that be done”? Here’s the reason---by giving big bargains in

every department and having what you want.

We have gone through

* our stock again and marked down goods and also buying goods every

day when we can get them at the right price. Don’t make a mistake,

come here and look and get our price and see the quality before buying.

BIG NOVEMBER SPECIAL §

15 All Wool Middy Suits, sizes 14 to 20
worth $17.50, this lot to close outat $.9.95

Just received one lot New Plaid Skirts

pleated. We bought this lot at at 50 per
cent on the dollar, will sell the same way,

skirts worth $16.50 for only -

$9.95

BIG SILK SALE

36-inch all Silk Messaline, worth $2.50 per
yard, big value special per yard for only. $1.50
Don’t let this get away from you.
36-inch Silk Poplin, per yard, for only________ 75¢
1 lot Selmore Voile Waist, worth $3.50, one

each for only ____.

36-1nch 3bcts. Buality Brown Sheeting, sale

50cts, Curtain Scrim, only .

65cts. 32-inech Standard Dregs Gmgha"r;l sale

36-inch dark and llght

$3.00 full size Sheets, sale price ..
$3.00 size White Quilts, sale price _

54-inch Wool Ladies’ Clot
worth $1.75, sale price .

Percale, only-.lt. & 8 2bc
NS HiTTE0R
AR BLY

and grey,
.$1.00

h, green, black, navy

36-inch Wnol I):mish l’nplm Cloth, navy, green, garnet and

36-inch Wool and (.,ottnn Plaid Dress Goods,

sale price

SLOO v i e o s tte s BTN 69¢c
worth 1,00,
........................... 6%c

1 lot 36-inch all Wool Serge, all new shades for Dresses and

Ladies’ New Hats

We have bought five dozen ladies’ trim-
med hats, worth $10 and $12.50 each
on sale Saturday, your choice for only $5

12 All Ladies’ Skirts, Navy and Black
good style, sizes 26 to 30, Waists worth
$6 will close this lot out at, each $2.95

... b0c
36-inch Cotton Dress Plaids, for school dresses, sale price 36¢

1 Iot Men’s Silk Pleated Hose, 89¢ quality, sale price

All 27-ineh Dress Gingham, 50c quality, sale price ......%5¢
d0¢ Quality Standard Outing, sale priee ... .. kit s 1511
36-inch 35¢ Quality Bleaching, sale price .............. 2bc
1 Lot all Wool Black Serze Skirts, Extra size, worth $10 (0
anc $12.60 your choice only 1 . $6,00

What about that Suit? Now is the time to !\ny. For this
week only we will sell $60.00 and £75.00 Suits for only $42.50
1 Lot Sampson Middy, Good Quality Drill with white collars
and navy eollars, worth $2.50. This lot for sale now for only

Just received 25 dozen IMibre Silk Hose,

worth today $1.25.
Will sell this lot for only

........................ 7bc pair
1 lot Fashioned Silk Hose, Brown only, worth $2.00, yours for
O .. $1.00
1 lot Boys' Wunderhose, large gize, worth pair, now 2bc
1 lot Tadies Tan Hemmed Top Hose, only . 10c pair
We have just received a big shipment Peter Diamond Brand
Shoes at. the low price, and we can save vour $2.00 o $3.00 on
every pair,
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There is a ““Diamond Brand"

price for Fvery Purse.

Shoe For Every Purpose: g

Suits, worth $1.H0, sale priee «oo. oo, $1.00 l

hfs . ! iy _ No. 1586 BlaokUkicl PHINTO6 b e b s e $7.95
1 lot Men's Underwear, worth $2.00, our price now . ...$1.00 Noi 1695/ G ex e (all Hanetisht il AL S $7.45
1 lot Men’s Ilose, sale price . ....... ... S s o Sl 10c Mol Black K itk SR IO Sets aninridaten O $6.46
No. 1562 Mahogany kid English, only . ............... $9.95 NoilA23 3 lavalen K3 me e ot i e e $4.95
No. 1561 Mahogany kid, Plain Toe, only . ............. $9.95 No; 1181 G Metal, Bluehor Galtt ... L b ol by $4.95
No. 1467 Mahogany kid English, only ................ $8.95 Women's TTeavy Tan BINeher oot $4.96
No. 1665 Mahogany Calf, English, only ........... ' . .$7.95 Big values in Childreen's and Misses” Shoes, Al styles and
N0 1645, Black kid, Englishi . uue i sy s v s ) $7.956 loathers oMbl L0000 2wl il s s s i itk $4.95




