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“I found those lovely screens in the
garret and thought we might as well
enjoy them, and that Lang Yao jar
you see on the sldeboard oughtn't to
be hidden in the vault.,”

“I am sure Uncle Bash would be
happy to know you care for these
things so mueh,” I sald, noting that
the white roses she had chosen for the
Jar—1 knew the cholee was  hers—

served to emphasize the deep red of
its exquisite glaze.

“I am among the unelect,” remark-
ed Mrs, Farnsworth, "“When 1
told that such things are benutiful 1

am Iimmediately convinced., 1 say “That party, slr. If he should
they are beautiful, and that 18| come—"
enough.”

“That has always been enough for
me,” 1 replled, "My uncle used to
try to interest me, but he gave It up
when he found that my pagan soul
was aroused by nothing but pottery
fdols. I am a heathen!"

“] am gratified that you make the
adinission so frankly,"” g¢ald Mrs, I'arns-
worth. *1 have always been a great
admirer of the heathen, But, you know,
Mr, Singleton, Allce ,and I never ecan
agree us to Just what a heathen ls.
All our squabbles have been about
that. I am disposed to Include all
who belleve in falries good, or bad,
and persons who honestly believe in
glgns, omens, and lucky stones and
all who have the recelpt of fern-seed
and walk Invisible—there's Shakes-
peare for that.”

“I think,” sald

Mrs. Bashford

soberly, "that 1 have always belleved ||

in witches; and If I keep on bellev-
iIng I stall see one some day. We

shall find anything In this world that | ‘l

we belleye In hard enough."

She wns talking very gravely, as
ihough witches were the commonest
tople of conversation, but finding my
eyes turnetl upon her In frank wonder,
she Innghed at my amazement.

“Let us be honest with you, Mr,
Singleten,” Mrs, Parnsworth explained,
‘and tell you that we arve just testing
you, It may be a breach of hospltal-
fty, and you are but a stranger, but
we are curfous to know whether you
are of that small compnany of the
favored of heaven who can play at
tiecing foolish without becomlng Idintie,
Allce Is sometimes very near idiovey.
You admit that, Allcel”

“1 pot only admit {t, but 1 might
even honst of 1t!" my aunt repiled.

At the mention of witches 1 ha
enueht Antolne erossing himself as he
turned to the sldebonrd, I eonfess
that P ernsell had been startled by the
drift of the talk. Mvs, Farnsworth
amd my aunt treated each other a8

am | ag Antolne gave me my cup he edged

M) rsn g
with no hint of archness: “Can't we
make It Allee and Bob? 1 think that
would be a lot friendlier,”

I experlenced a curlous flutter of
the heart the first time I tried it, but
after that It came very cuaslly. She
was simply the Jolllest, prettiest girl
that had ever crossed my horizon, nnd
to be talking to her across the table
gave me thrills compared with which
sliding out of clouds In an alrplane Is
only a rocking-chalr pastime for old
men,

We had coffee on the veranda (Allce
thought It would be nicer there), and

close to my chair to whisper:

visitors,"” 1 sald, loud enough for the
others to hear. “Mr. Torrence will he
here shortly, and it would be annoy-
Ing to have him ushered In on a shut-
ter.”

"1 know why this 18 the land of the
free and  the home of the brave,"
Inughed Alice, “One has to be brave
to live hoere”

Antoine departed with a resentful
twist of the shoulders, and I decided
o meet squarely the matter of the
vistinrs who had g0 troubled him.

“Plense don't bhe frightened,” 1 sald
ns luhtly ns possible, “hut these old
Tollows haven't enough to do, and they
are full of apprehensions, They have
beei alaurmed by an agent of some
sort who wants to welcome you to
Amerien by selling you a plano on
miEy puyments”

Antoine  had
sl
toor,

been hovering inslde,
my remark brought hlin to the
“Br parden,  Mr., Singleton, but
that party Is not an agent, but quite
dilferent, sir. e came to the house,
quite like n gentleman, several times,
aned asked 0 Mres. Bashford had ar-
rived,  He come In a big ear, nnd
secmed  disappolnted, madame, that
you were not here and not expected.
A very well-spoken  gentleman, and
we'd have thought nothing of it except
thnt a few days later 1 caught a man
1 wus sure was the same party, but
dressed In rough clothes, sneaking
across the veranda right there where
you're sitting. When I called to him
he ran as hard as he could, and
Graves—he's the vegetable gavdener—
saw him leaving the property by the

"Tell the troops not to attack any

back way."”

“It's hardly possible that a man
who fmpressed you as a gentleman
when you saw him at the door should
have returned in disgulse and trled to
break into the house."

“Oh,” exclalmed Mrs, Farngworth,
“It would be so much more delightful
if that were true! Any one In dls-
gulse Is bound to be Interesting, A
disgulse suggests most beautiful pos-
sihllities.”

1 could not be sure In the dlm light
of the vecanda, but I thought [ deteet-
ed a white sllpper cautiously reach
out and touch a black one. .4t nny

rate, Mrs. Farnsworth lapsed Into sl-
lence,

“Thank you wvery much, Artolne,”
snid Alice. ‘It Is very proper for you
to tell me anything of any stranger
on the property, but I see nothing
here to be alarmed about. If the
same gentleman ealis uguin, let mo
know instantly.”

“Yery good, madame.” And then,
turning as though conferring upon me
a part of his responsibility for the se-
curity of the premises: “It's a party
with a llmp; just a trifiing Ump, sir;
you'd hardly notice it. A smallish
man, rather darlk, with a little mus-
tache turned up at the ends.”

(Continued on page two, this section.)

Goose Eqggs Best,
Geese lny the best eggs, from the
polnt of view of nourishment. Then
come ducks and gulnea fowl, Hens are

fourth on the list, with turkeys and
plovers following.

For Sale

SULPHATE OF LIME
(Land Plaster)

Greaves and Carter (Journal of Agriculture Research, Vol.' 16
No. 4, p. 123) say of gypsum: “Caleium-sulphate is the most pow-
erful stimulant known. This is_nGi due to a direct nutritive
value but to the libefation o ant food. The main influence is
upon the bacterial a o [Lthe soil, especially the ammonify-
ing and unterrifyin anisms of the soil. In this manner the
available nitrogen in§the soil fs Increased. Eurthermore din  ihe
metabolic processes of the bacteria there are formed acids and
other compounds which act as solvents for the potassium and
phosphorus of the soil.

$14 per ton

J. L. M. Irby
Laurens, S. C
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thoush they were contemporaries, and

I waus Allee and Constance between
thern, A8 the tnlk ran exhiustively
through the lore of witches and gob-
1ims T had hoped that one or the odier
would drop some clue us to the previ
ous history of my amazing nunt, It
was as plain as day that she and
Mrs. Farnsworth indulged in whims
for the joy of it, and her zest in the
digenssion of witehes, earrled on while
Antoine served the table, lips tightly

compressed, and with an exaggeration

of his stately tread, wns the more
startling from the fact that my aunt's
companion was a woman of years, a
handsome woman with a high-bred alr
who did not look at all like a person
who would discuss witches as though
they had been made the tople of the
day by the afterncon newspapers,
And when the shape of a witeh's ¢hin
became the fmmediate point of dlg-
cussion I knew 1t was In Antolne's
mind that such conversatlon was un-
becoming, an offense to the memory of
Raymond Bashford. Mrs. Farns-
worth's brown eyes sparkled, and the

color deepened In my aunt's cheeks as |§

we discoursed upon witches and the
chins thereof. I had a friend In col-
lege who used to Indulge in the same
sort of pifMing, but that my uncle's
widow and
ahould detlght fn such absurdities be-
wildered me. I had been addressing
my aunt as M. Bashford—it
seemed rldiculons to call  her Aunt
Allce—and In the heat of our argu-
ment no to whether witched are neces
aarlly naughty and mallgn SHelngs 1
had just uttered the “Mrs.” when she
bent toward me and sald gravely and

her elderly companion |§
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Atlanta, Ga. ;

are temporary and will soon pass.
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Colqmbia, South Carolina

Jacksonville, Fla.

hearted? NO!

e are a Southern Company, with a firm belief in the South’s future. We
Ware confident that the conditions causing the present low price of cotton
But we realize that many of our friends
who have planned to install lighting plants and water supply system this Fall
are holding off until a better price can be secured for their cotton. Therefore,
having the courage of our convictions, we offer the advanced price NOW so
that our customers may have the use of their equipment without delay and
WE will await the time when cotton will bring a price nearer to its true
worth, Therefore,

From This Date Until November 10th

WE WILL ACCEPT
COTTON at 27c a POUND

Middling Basis With Market Differential
| For Better Grades

IN PAYMENT FOR
“V&K” Water Supply Systems or
“LALLEY” Farm Lighting PLANTS

For further particulars get in touch with

our local dealer. If you do not know him
write us at once and we will gladly forward his name.

Southern States Supply Co.

Greenville, S. C.




