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SYNOPSIS,

CCHAPTER 1 -Richard SBoearles, suceosa-
Tul Amerlean playwreigot, contides Gy hia
Iriemd, 1l Stogeloton, the fact Lhat, in-
slre ettt ol a0 young acuress
seen o London, he

Hlaudy Laarkspur,” solely

e
Lok,

govimtaetors his el Violet
dlsippeared and Hoavles e
the ph to b ot s
t ot Bingloton
Dl pedny e,
s Lhe avintiog

caomd - hidhiroed,

] ankraeied o njes
I .. 1 J 1 hi '.Ilil'ni';
ELey iy s HE (S

Toaghount  of  money

iy a8 restdopey o the

sutntner hoe, Barion-on-

petlont  Maes, ) ol e

i traveling in the O ., The
loseliold At Haeion i omegde np of slderly
cinployées of the Pyrinziuom, oo Mow York

hotel, whore Mashifor] mode hig bame, 13y
the terms of his will thess people are (o
biave o homie at Barton far the rest of
tholr lives, Singleton goes to Larton, tik-
Ing with hbn the manuseript of Loy
Parkspur,” There he iinda the household

atrni vpet, some of e members be-
g anspected by thelr comrades of pro-
Germisnt, Antoloe, hewd of the estab=
Habmene, Inforins hlin that He has besan
perpicred by the somewhal  mivsterious
visits of o stranger, apparcently a for-
cigner, eccelking Mrs, Bashiord.” Antoing
Bas tormed the maele moanmbers of the

Twusehold into o guaril Tor the protectlon
of the premisos. Torrence, high ofticinl of
the trust company handling Bashrford's
estate, informs Singleton that Mrs. Bash-
ford Js in America nnd may be expectod
atl Barton ot any timo,

RO i

GHAPTER 11,

The Amazing Widow.

As cnon s Porrenee left 1 retirned
o the paree, feeling that with Mis,
Bashrord on Ameriean soil my use of
the residence even s oa lonfing-placs
wits nnhecoming,  Mes DBashford was
not only in Amerien, but with 1 motar
at her conpnand  shie might
Barton at pany honr,
ous, domingting woman who hal eap-
tred my unele Bash, buried him In
a far couniry, and then officeted o hop,
skip, amd jumnp from  Danghkok  to
Seattle, was Hkely to be o prodigai
spentder of gasoline,  Her propensity
for traveling  encournged  the  hope
that she would quickly weary of Barton
anyg pine for lnnds where the alephant
amd Jinvieklsha flonrish, ¢

I had brought with me the muoanu-
seript of Searles’ play, nnd T fell upon
it lrritably and began reading the first
act, The dlalogue moved briskly, and
I read on ay though enfolded lne the
alr of n erlgp spring morning. My
grouch over the npsetting of my plans
ylelded under the spell of his humor,

"Lady Luarkspur" was the name
assumed by the danghter of a recluse
naturalist In the valley of Virginia.
She had known no life but that of
the open country, where she ran wild
all summer, alding her father In col-
lecting plants and  butterflles, He
find educated the girl In guch a man-
ner that only the cheer and joy of
Iife were known to her, Hating man-
wind, he hnd encouraged her in na-
ture-worship,  She knew no lterature
except the clagsies; all history, cven
the history of the storled valley In
which she lved, was n sealed hook
to hor,

The girl’s curlosity s roused by the
sudden appenranees of strangers from
the unknown world  hevond,  whoin
shoe myatitics by her guaint old-world.
sSearles had taken an ol
theme and given o novel twist to It
The solution of the mystory of the
Cfther's exte and an amusing com-
plication of lovers afforded 0 Sus-
pensive interest well sustained to the
e, In the last act the givl appears
at o ball at o country house In sophis
tiented ralment, nnd thie story cnds In
the Ley of micth In which it hegam

It was o detlehtful blending  and
mwodernization  of  Dinnn,  Atalnnin,
Cinderelln, nnd Rosalind; bot even In
the (ypewritien page It was  amng:
Ingly allve and well  ealenlated  to
evoke tears and Iaughler,  That n
play so enthralling shoul!d he bhuried
In o safely-vault  was not to  he
thought of, and 1 sat down and wrote
Searles o long letter demanding thaot
he at once forget the lost star  for
whom he had wrltten the pleee, suge-
gesting the names of severnl wells
known nctresses I thought worth con-
sldering for the diMicult lending role.
Not satlsfied with this, T telephoned
a telegram to the agent at Darton
for transmlission to Searles at the Ohlo
nddress he had glven me,
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The next day ponssed whhaut Inels

dent, ned oon the  second,  hearing
nothing from Torrenee, I hoewan 1o
tdoubt  Mres,  Dashiord's proximity.,

On the thivd, sl hearing nothing, 1
lrnvelieticd tooan Invitation froms felenda

|

at Now London and dreove o the
viutahoat for dinndr, T was wbdnlzeht
when T ogot boelk, amd swhion T orenehind
P petes soveral men dashol out of
the lodae and halted me.

UShuts come, sip" aunoend
Antolnie, omerging from the darkness,
aned speaking under stress of deep
cinotion: “"madame the  widow ling |

nerived, sie!™

“Why not Cleopnira or the Queen
of Shoba? 1 exelnimed  testily  to
cover my annoyance that my aunt had
effected hoer descent in my  absenco,
“Well, she was expected; the house s
hers; whint do you want me to do nhout
it I ended with aMected jocularity,

SWaeopeeelved her the hest we could
but It was most unfortunnte, your not
being here, sic”

“Is that your lden, Antoine, or do
you refleet the lndy's sentiments?  I'm
properly humillated either way. Tell
me just what she said."”

C“Wall, siey she Just Inughed when I
took the liberty of apologlzing.'

“The sneeving lnughter of outraged

rest of it

“It was at ten she eame, sir, and the
gunrd  held her up, not recognizing
her, here at the gate, and when the
cnr woulin't stop the hoys chased her
and fired at the tives of her machine,
It was very dreadful, sir.,  And at the
house—at the door, sir—the guard
was  very harsh with her, sir, most
regrottable,”

You certalnly made a mess of it!"

I ejaculated, “But you did et her
in—into her own  house, we  must
remember—youn did  grant  her  the

courtesy of n lodging for the night?”
I Inquired ironleally,

“She's retived, siv, . There was alndy
with her; maybe a maid; [ can't
exactly say; and we did everyihing,
sir, to make her comfortable, She
wins not what you might sny fussy,
but quite human-like, 1 hope you'll
pnrdon us, sir, which was due to not
being warned,"

“Oh, It's all right with me, but In
the morning she'll probably bounce the
whole lot of us. An old lady fatigued
frotn u journey cross country and
shot at on her own premlises —Its g
very pretty story."

Antolne was swallowing hard In his
effort to continue the reecital.

“You say an old lady, sir; the mis-
tress le not really what yon would
cill go old—not exactly, alr

“Renlly a younglish party, T should
sav,"” volunteered Graves, the gardener,

Just what these veternns would enll
old 505 a matter of conjeetura,

“Young or old, she wounld hardly
vellsh her receptlrn, There wes a

mald, and they ecame In a machine®
Did you put up the chauffenr or did
You shoot him on the spot?”

“It was o hired mnchine, sir: and
midame sent It away. The driver
was o good deal upset over the shonts
Ing.,  One of the renr tres wis quite
blown awny,"

“You're In luek If he doesn't have
you all arrested to-morrow,” I remnrk-
el consolingly,

"M Bashford seemed quite pninfsod
by the ocenrrence.” Antoine continued,
'Wonderful Amerien ! she kept say-

Ing after. we'd got her inside Wao
gave her ten, whieh was all she nsked
for.  We did our best to male  hee
comfoiiable.  And there was a dog,

sie. T reeal]l that the mustor wis not
fond of dogs,"

Antolne spoke truly; It there wns
anything my uncle Rash dotested It
wina a odog, but I reflects) that  a
worlibskipping  widow  who  eonld
corral/gn diflenlt n subject as  my
unele would be quite capable of inspir-
g hlm with delight In the eanine
specios. My respect foP the womnn's
powers of persuasion was intensiied
hy this disclosure,

|
To make sure nothing wans required

of me untll morning, I drove past the

house with the army hanging to the
foothonrd, The lower rooms were
dark, but lights twinkled through the
second-story shutters, My aunt was
established on the premlges, und hor
coming and the clrgumstances of hep

Go nhead and give me the
o

S : el A -
ndvent constitited a pood  Joke  of

which 1T nmd not she was the vietim.,
When T oreaciod my guariers In the
g Eosat down ool langhed antil
g aopeareds felghtened by my
el anieth that had penotrated to hig
s

bowntiened  eavly, rang o bell con-
Eocinig iy raons s whith the ehanf-
Pedi's el of the snriage as a0 waine-

I 1o the MMyras to prepare brenk-

o wns dressod when the Teishe

b o T i the tray. In the
Darrees ol g morning paper 1 oelung
o un Ror ehmpany, ;
BEoienst v not he  leaving,
STl renpielio 1 evelna oy halfs
P I R T T ]
% ins !":. e "
i b ab AT o he nlng
i, s most ghicomforishle
RS N P =0t amd the
LA arl o his army
1 thin' us Huans,
Lot 1if we find It
I et
Ve pul e steara—thnt's the
viteliword L Wae awlll bone that Mres,
Vanhoml s wonnim or st spayen
gl ther whn will exert heraelt 1o
restors e on ey property,. When
Pooeall ta py tny vespeets el i le
mwy wellons Ioshnll speak (o hop af the
sttiation and vouch for your lovalty,
You haven't, 1 sappose, scen the whilow
yet —sho's prohahly sleoping Tntoe®
“Quite the contrary, sorr,  She's
hoen up and aromd for an hour an'
more,  She's been all ‘over the place
and stopped for a squint at the garage,
her and the pup”
"She been here, inspeeting  the

garage? T asked, planclng at  my
wateh, It was not yet olght o'clock.
The banter died out of me; elearly It
had been my duty to bhe on hand to
pllot her over the estale, or at least
“to recclve her at the garnge,  “Just
whiat was the lady's frame of mind—

ns Lo (hings gengeally,  Deovedd, was
she, over the row Iast night o

“Oh, no, sorr; quite cheorfnl  an'
friendly.  She’s  ordered o hig enr |

from New York and told me It would
he coming up to-dny and to make a
plaee for it" . R

ITere wag news Indeod,  est 1-u‘\'-in'.‘:
all my hopes that she meditated anly
n hrinf __~'_|_|jnllll't‘h The purebnsn o a
marhine meant definitely  (hat she
Walld remaln for some (me, porlinps
for the winler, T poured oseceid enp
of enflue, swillowed it weahhed F‘I\ It

and stick, and  asked enli Gtonment
s 1o the course nkon by M HIEHE
ford whon she loft the mapnee,
“She took the lower  poml, sorr,
towad the Sound and  stepped o

anite heish-dike,”

It was the sorenest of
mornings, and T hnreled awasy, think-
Ie the elondless Blue arel, he
twinliline sen, and the erisp ale misht

Soptembep

sopve b soflen i)
ot her hostile

conservictories 1

aunt's displeastre
reception, From the

enueht o wimnse of

N owomnn on the heach—a  sliotdey,
nglle worman, thrawing o ball for 1ha
nmnserens of o fov-testior. The fwo
wirte T2oing no o emd of oo thine,
Nhe dnssehed joxfuily wlhon the hatl
tell inte her hand oand the  rrer

(Continued on last page this scetion)
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To Our Customers!

Beginning September 22, 1920,

our charges for ginning white cotton

will be $4.00 per bale.

Bagging and Ties $1.50 per bale

LAURENS 01L MILL,
LAURENS GIN & FUEL 0.,
GRAY’S GINNERY, Watts Mills

Closes November First

People from all directions are taking advantage of this extraordinary
opportunity of buying

| Real High Grade Furniture

at prices as low as they were two years ago

We not only offer to save you money, but also offer for your inspection

The Largest, Most Complete and
Finest Line of Furniture in the State

Don’t Delay Longer---Come Now

Remember sale Closes November First

. & E. H. Wilkes & Co.

Laurens, S. C.
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