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A MIRACLE AT CEDAR SPRINGS

By A. M. Carpenter in The Spartanburg Herald.

Out at Cedar Spring Institute, the
South Carolina for the Deaf
and ‘Blind, is Ruby Miller, a little thir-
teen-year-old girl,

School

who lost her sight
and hearving at the age of two and a
balf years, who does not remember ev-
er hearing the human veice or ever
scelng the sunlight or any other beau-
tiful thing, and yet talking and
langhing daily with her teachers and
playmates, Iz studying IEnglish, his-
tory, geography and arvithmetie, mak-
ing clothes for her dolls, and is lead-
ing as active and as happy a life as
the normad givl of her age. 1t
mivacle; it is nothing less,  And
is= a story of love and de-

is

is a

story of it

voltion and painstaking effort almost
hevond helief.
Most peoplye are familiar with the

achievements of Laura Dridgoman and
Helen IKellar, the deat and blind
persons in this country o e edueat-
ed. Put Laura Bridgoman and Helen
ellar thedr sight and
after their carvly childhood, and they
had  fairly
their edoeation

st

lost
sood  voeaimiaries  when
hepan,  Ruby Miller
lost her sight and hearing in her earl-
iest childhood, before she could fairvly
ik, and she was not placed under the
care of the teachers at Cedar Spring
until after she had paszsed heyr sixth
year, Uy that time she had forgotten
all that she ever knew.,  And yet Dy, N
I", Walker, the president of the Cedar
Spring school, and his teachers have

penctrated  the double  veil  behind
which this little mivl's life was cast,
and have found bhehind the darkness |

amd the silence o bright intelleet and a |

loving hesrt,

o,

These they have devel-
and today Ruby
Miller s oo wonderiully sweet and dit-
tractive child, intei-
leet, o wholesome sense of humor, and

step by step

she has a keen

@ heart throbhing with love for lher
teachers and playvmates and for the
whole world., She is as well informed

on world history and on eurrent events
as the average child of her age: she
writes creditable compositions on vari-
ous sdbjects, uging a colmmon type-
writer or the Braille system of raised
letters with equal
than all this, ghe is learning to sponk
distinetly and corrvectly. It is won-
derful —it is nothing less than a mir-
acle-

—iunal normal

overy man or wao-
man who has ever been in hor pres-
ence has zone away  abashed  and
ashamed and humbled in the sight of

God for failure o make the bhest uso

of all ihe faculties,

ave beon endowod,

with wiien they

Ruby Miller was born in Colunibia, |

and wis o normal ehild,
two and o half years old she had o so-
veroe jlness, and when she bhecan to
recover she was blind and dear, Phy-
sleians could do nothing
1oy
nntil
then they sent
e Walker and
working with her and
for hey, hut for .-n. long time aphparvently
no prowress

o1 hier; her
parents
wWils

ey

case was hopeloss,
sy Lhciy

yoiars old,

in hone she six

il
Spring,

in
Cleduy

Leachors *hesnn

wits nuvde, For more, than
a yoeur their effovts were in valing they
wiere unahle teneh single
thing,  The ehilil would oat and sloep,
and thit was abont all. At tmes she
watild wity 10 lits of I

hud wants op desives she had no

Loy hoeie o

v Lemper
sl
way of making thom known, A more
Y lLillll condition could not he imagined,

Aflter had been in the
for voear Miss Sarah
hersell a the

WO,

sho sehool
anlks,

achool and

ahout o
eraduate of
especially gifted Wil
signed oy her teacher, and for the past
Hx years has been the little girl's con-

ian HE T

ant  companion, darens Walker,
peineipal o the school,  sayvs  Miss
Sanks is entitled to all the eredit for
by Miller's training and develop-
ment, bt Miss DBanks will not have 1t
that way, bul divides the honor he-

Lween D NI Walker, the president,
and Laurens Walker, hig son, the prin-
cipal.  But the Walkers and  Miss
Banks always put Ruby lirst; they do
not think they have done anything es-
peecially remarkable themselves, bt
they think Ruby is the hrightest ehild
they have ever known and they neyver
tire of talking of her and her
character and her patienee gl cager-
ness to leirn, And Ruby Miller doesn’t
think she has done anything out of the
ovdinary. Her idea, and it i8 frequent-
Iy expreased, is that everybody 18 good
Lo her, She often says she fears she s
tnahlo adequately to express hor love
and gratitude, 4
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heariis |

facility, and, more

When aliour |

his |

Lion by ll',\;lng to teach her simple
words, using the finger alphabet. For
ja year they did not accomplish any-
ithing, and ‘Miss Banks folt that her
|wm'k had been a failure and wanted to
jresign. My, Walker would not hear of
it; on the other hand he offered to in-
A little had been
accomplished by the end of the sec-
|ond year, and after that her progress
thas been more rapid each year, Mr,
| Walker said the other day that she
had accomplished move during the past
lyear than during all  the previous
years,  Her progress now can be mark-

vd almost daily,
After she had mastered the art of
tspelling words on her fingers, and

reiding words spelled in that manner
by others, the next step was to develop
her voeal chords and teach her to ul-
ter sounds and frame the sounds into
words,  With her fingers held lightly
on the lips of one speaking in an or-
dinary she learns pronounee

words hervself.  If she  mispro-
nounces a4 word her teachers correct
hey, and she holds her fingers to the
lips the one speaking and makes
I:nmllu-r cffort.  Now her teachers are
Feradaally requiring hee to use her vo-
cal cords in all her conversations,
while they use the fingers in talking to
her. Scmetimes in her cagerness she
talks too fast and it is difficult to un-
derstand all that she says, but this sim-
Cple fault s being overcome,
ll'.-mnm's most of her words

tone to

the

ol

sShe pro-
as clearly
andy distinetly as an ordinary person.

She mastered the Braille alphabgt
for the blind, and ecan read with -
ency books printed in thal language.
She uses the Braille system of writing

with eqgual case, and is now mastering

_'lhv new system ool that language re-
cently adopted,  She uses 'a commom
typewriter with skill, and  writes a
cleaner page than many exoerienced
newspaper reporters, but she eannot
read iU after she has written it, and
this is a handleap. I some  genins

would invent a typewriter that wonld
print o raised Jetter would
sreatly helped,

Ruby  Miller
crotions-
en

she be
knows all the human
love, fear, jealousy and cov-
hut love her dominating
She loves her teachers and
playmates, and she is passionately de-
voted to some of them.  She dearly
loves Laurens Walker, principal of the
school, who has devoted many hours
Lo her training, and she loves Miss
Banks, who has been her eompanion

hate,
passion,

is

and teachor for oo long, AMuelh of her
love is contered in Loree ‘Walker, a
little blind givl, who is 0 year or so
vounger han herself, The other day
one of her visitlors was o magazine
writer from New York City,  She was
told that he was going to write a story

[about her for one of the magazines,
“Iowant him to wrile about Loree,
ton," she said gquickly, “She is such

a good little givh”  She would not rest

until assured that Loree should have
o place in the story loo, A
One day someone asked if she did

not think Lanrens Walker was a good
fman, “Yes" she replied quickly, “He

Is a0 zood man—he is God’s man.”  She
(had been tanght that God is good, anid
lshe knew that Lanrens Waller wis

good Lo her, therefore he was “God's
tan.'”
Mr. lLaunrens  Walker  ever

I b BT
]
fwhip you?" she was asked.

A shy, sweet smile swept over hoer

face,  “Nobt now,” she peplied, 1
don’t need whipping now, for 1 obey
him,  But 1 did not obey him when |
first ciome here, 1 owas a bad il
then: |owas a vegsular little heathen, |

tidd not know God then,
does not

Mr., Laurens
punish the ehildven if they

phey him."”
No normal child of her age, nor any
rown person, for that matter, has any

better philosophy of life,

Ruby's days are divided into hours
of study and work and play. She has
about the same studies as Lhe ordinary
zirl of her age, She uses the ordinary
school text books, and 18 well ground-
e in Fnglish, and is doing good work
In mathematics,  She does the nsual
problems  in addition, muitiplication
and subtraction with ease.  And she
knows history and geography and is
lkept waell informed on current events,
During the progress of the world war
she eloged her nlghtly prayers with a
petition for carly meace,  She know
what the war was about, and she re-

Iojeed when the rvight trinmphed,
In her working hours, which are
planned as diversion from the thne

apent o on her books, and In order to
koop her active little mind busy, she s
milking faney bagkets out of filne and
even pine needles, and her worlanan-
ship is really good. A few dayvs ago
she wanted to make a new dress for
one of her dolls and waa given a plecoe
of cloth, She ent the garment and did
all the sewing hevself, and it
good fit, Many o girl with good cyes
could nol have done half go well.
Hhe knows all abont the school bulld-
ing, and goes up and down the stairs

— F g D e e L4
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and around the grounds almost as well
as any of the other children, A few
days ago, while some visitors were
present, Laurens Walker told her he
would send for Loree Walker, her lit-
tie chum, “Let me go,” she exclaimed,
and jumped up and hastened out of the
room and down the stairs and returned
in a few minutes with her arms en-
twined around her chum. “Loree ia
such a good givl,” she said, as she
came forward, “Sometimes I just get
hungry to have her with me and love
her,” ¢

. “Introduce Loree to the visitors,”
said Mr, Walker spelling the words in-
to Ruby's hand,

“I don't understand,” was her re-
ply.
“Why," he rveplied, “when visitors

come 1 tell you their names and 1 tell
them your name.”

“Oh," she said, "1 understand now,"
And she carvied off the introductions
as pretuly as anyone could have
it.

“That was something new for her,”
said Mr. Walker to the visitors, with
his eyes shining, “But she got away
with it, dids't she "

Vanne
i

Many storics might” he told to il-
Justrate this swonderful  little girvl's
accomplishments, and the wide and

varied amount of knowledge that she
has acquired, but all would only go 1o
prove Lhis oulstanding fact: That with
the exceplion of being deaf and blind,
Ruby Miller is as well educated as the
average girl of her age; that she has
many accomplishments  aside from
mere hook knowledge, and that she is
happier than many, many girls who
have all the faculties and who have
had every advantage that friends and
relatives and money could give, She
has a happy disvosition, pure faith in
God and deep love for her friends and
companions,

Just now she is looking forward to
the school vacatioh in the summor,
and she wants 1o go to her home in
Coinmbia for her vacation,  She wants
to go barcfooted during the summer,
and' she wants the teachers to let her
hair grow long, "1 am gelting to he
quite a big girl now,” she says, “and
I should not have short haire” Lanrens
Walker promised her the other day
that her hair should not be ent again.
Then one of her visitors said he would
seid her some hair vibbons,  “Thank
vou" she said, prettily,  “T won't need
it for awhile yvet, but T will keep it
until 1 do need i

There are now 250 children af thoe
Codar Soring Institute, and there are
no happier children anywhere.  Dr.
Walker has for .\".‘II':{ eliminated the
word “unfortunate” childven from the
school vocabulary., e has carefully
tanght all these blind and deaf chil-
dren that they are not unfortunales,
that there is work and opportunity for
them in the world, and that they ean
make of themselves what they  will,
Many of the gradunies of the schaol.
some blind and some deaf, are holding
responsible positions in various lines
amnd are making the best of citizens,
The ehildren at Codar Springs do not
feel that they arve in necd of sympathy
and they pesent i ir it is offered, The
Titeravy departiment of tho school car-
pmapils throngh the high school
srades and fits them for college or unl
versity, while the boys are taught va-

rious trades and the girls are tanglit
all the domestie seiences.  Craduate
of Cedar Spring ave well equipped for

all the duties of 1ife,

I is a fact that should he mentioned
here that during all the years that he
hag been at the head of the =cheol the
legislature has never refused o single

dollar that Dy, Walker has asked for,
He makes up hig budpet  year after
yvear, showing what he needs amd the
purposes for which he proposes  to
spend i, and the Ngures  are never
changed.,  No other state institution
has ever had sueh treatment al the
hands of the legislatare.  This vear
the Jegislatare did an unusual thing,

even for Cedar Spring, for it appro-
priated 87,000 for the ercetion of a ros-
idenee for the president of the school,
br, Walker did not ask for the appro-
priation, and knew nothing of it nntil
he found the item In the bille  Dr.
Walker has made hig home for years In
one end of the administeation bhaillding
and has never thought of having sep-
arale quarters, but last summoer some
moembers of the legislature, while vig-
iting the institution decided that it
would he a nice thing iIf he could have
a home of his own o which to spend
Tlg deelining yvears and they put the
appropriation through without asking
him anything about it. He was great-
Iy surprised when he learncd what had
been done, but he appreciates it, of
CONrEe,

But nothing g too good for 4 man
who has been for so long at the head
of such a school as Codar Spring, a
man who hag surrounded himeclf with
a corps of teachers capable of teaehing
the deat and blind, and even teaching
a child who is both deaf and blind
and developing her into an atlraetive
and accomplished yvoung woman.

For Muby Miller is just now start-
ing. She hag acquired a thirst for
knowledge, and her mind ls strong
enough to abgorb and retain, Within

- s

a few more yén-rs she will be one of

the best educated and most cultured
young women to be found anywhere, 1s
it any wonder that one ‘who thinks of
what she has done, and of what hag
been done for and with her, should feel
wretched in ‘the realization of his ne-
glect of his own talents and opportuni-
tles?

“Is any greater lesson taught by any
of the ciracles than is given dn the
story of Ruby 3]1110!"‘?
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HE chief consideration in the creation of
® a cozy, artistic home is the way you paint

Let your home reflect your own taste by the
choice of correct and harmonious color effects. But
whatever your nceds, be sure to specify Paints that
have proven their worth, because you paint to
protect as well as to beautify.

Have stood the test of time for more than ffty years
and will give you longest service, at lowest cost,
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“Hlomes and iow to Palnt Them"—
utains many beautiful illustrations

of attractively painted homes, shews
oor plans, gives specifications and
tells how to sclect the right colors,

“The Modern Method of Decorating”—..
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wood pancls, and gives practical
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