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Thristmas
TEAR mavee Ssnwron

(Copyrighit, 1910, by Weatera Newspaper Unln.)

T shades of the pretty
home were pulled down
and the gloom of dusk
was alleviated by one
light only in the room
where  the  mourning
denlzens, Iarold Bruce
Laura, sat. They wero

and his wife,

awaiting the arrlval of a taxicab or-
dered in time to cateh an evening train

for the South. Hoth were  sombers
faced and wearled of mlen, They had
not spoken for some time, for it was a
:s{tmlllon where words meant nothing.
The wife never lfted her tear-stalned
eyes, the hushand wore n set express
slon upon his face as though exerting
the utmost will power to repress the
polgnant emotion which consumed him,

Without, joyous shouts echoed, the
sound of merry sleigh bells tinetured
the alr with Christmag eve fervor, nnd
the contrust of {his long-antlelpated
hollday presentation with what they
had hoped and planned for, wrenched
their souls (o the point of anguish,
Thelr lives desolated beyond repair,
polsnant memories ever present, they
senree doved to rest their glance upon
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the portraits of two smiling, happy
ees looking down from n heavily |
framed pieture, for only that morning
they had received the terrible news |
that the originals,  their only chil-|
dren, Don, aged six, and Etta, (wo
years his  junior, had been vietims,
with many others, of n disastor by
eyclone and flood that had devastated
the district where they had their wine |
ster home in Morida,

Al they knew was that (he pretty
Dungalow il many gthers, with their |
ocenpants, hiul been swept nway, and |
hundreds wore said to have perished, §
and no o word had heen eoceived as to |
the file of their (wo e ones, nor of |
Rliodi Mavsh, who had tdiem in clurge, |

Rhodn Marsh had come into theie
thouchis almost us Crequently as litile
Eun and her brother,  Each recallod
that it was o Christmas eve four years
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Both Were Somber-Faced and Wearied
of Mien.

back when IHarold Bruce had come
howe from the funeral of his mother,
bringing with him a wistful-eyed, snd-
faced mite of a glrl,

“Laura,” he sald to hig wife, “this Is
Rhoda Marsh, a poor orphan child
whom iy mother adopted, who has
glven her the tenderest care to the last
hour of her life and was n blessing to
her old nge. She is left without a
home. Should we give her one?”

“We should, and we shall,” enme the
quick reply, as Mrs, Bruce gazed Into
the carmest, longing eyes of the glrl of
fourteen, and read there truth and in-
nocence and a soulful appenl to all
that wans maternal and sympathizing
in her nature.

It proved to be a wise and fortultous
cholee,  As the ehildren eame along
Rhoda proved to them a teae and lov
ing sister, nurse nnd reiend,

Then came o test of the fidelity and
self-snerifice of the girl just merging
into young womnnhaod, Both of the
chilidren were taken down with a dan-
gerous contagious mnlady, The house
wns quarantined.  Rhoda braved the
perlls of Infeetion, Doy and nlght she
was the constant attendant of Don
and Fttn, She found so gure a loving
place in the hearts of those she had
henefited, that her eyves beamoed with
Joy and happiness whenever she was
in thelr presence,

The physiclan who attended the
ehlldren was Alblon Merrltt, Ile had
entered the profession the protege of n
wealthy  man, and had acquired n
clientele of prominence and a Inrge
fncome, It wns when the lttle ones
were convalescent that he had come te
Mp. Bruee, who was n close personal
friend,

“Bruce,” he sald, “I ecannot find
words to express my admiration and
respecet, yes, and something deeper, for
that sweet lttie herolne, Rhadn, whose
atudlous care of the ehlldren, far more
than my ministrations, 18 responsibla
for thele recovery." .

“Yes," answered Mr. Bruce with
genuine fervor In hig tones, “she I8 a

owe to this poor walf who las ‘en-
deared herself to us as though she
were our own daughter,”

Doctor Merritt proved his expressed
sentiments by very often visiting the
Bruce home after that, The children
loved him and he would drop in for an
hour_or two and play with them and
talk with Rhoda and listen to her sing-
ing at the piano, for music with Ithoda
was her one great passion, "There
never was a visit on his part that
Rhoda did not greet him with a beautl-
ful, tender flush upon her falr, expres-
slve face, and one nlght her kindly
benefactors indulged in playful badi-
nnge when she accompanied Doctor
Merritt to the door,

“Doctor Merrltt has become quite o
beau—eh, 1thoda?' intimated Mr,
Bruce.

“Three times In a week,” spoke Mrs,
Bruce. "Rhodn dear, he Is a loyal
chevaller." ' !

“Please don’t,” plended Rhoda, look-
Ing serious, shy and embarrnssed. “He
Is only 1 great good friend to all of us,
and he has so encouraged my singing
that it has made me more anxlous than
ever to piease him,”

Ilarly In November Mrs. Bruce, the
children and Rhodn went to the
TMorida winter home where the family
spent four months of the year, There
were anticipated happy days in the
pretty  bungalow  when  Mr, Bruce
should join them later on. It was just
two weeks before Christmas when Mrs,
Bruee decided to take a trip North and
remain with her husband  until tho
holldays, when he would be ready to
accompnny her to IPalr Villa, It was
a few days after her coming that her
husband said to her: “Laura, Doctor
Merrvitt has Taicly haunted the house
evenings sinee you went away., I moel
him foday and told him of our plans,
and he was especlally prossing in his
Inquiries about Rhoda, I presume he
will be horve thls evening to nsk yvou
ahont Rhodag " hut the younr physician

LAl not materinlize as expeeted, and

the next day the Druces understood
that he hod left the eity,

It was two days before Christinns
when the deeadful news came of the
disnster in the South, IPaie Villa had
been practically swept off the map;
their winter home had been enrvried
avwny by the raging waters, Telegrams
contnined vague and distracting  de-
tnils,  They had no reasen to hope
that their loved ones had eseaped the
genernl fate of those who were miss.
ing nmong the former residents of the
little intantl town, They were now
ready to go South and seek a trace of
thelr two Httle ehildren and of Rhodn,
in whom they had so trustingly left
them in charge,

“It must be the taxi,” spoke Mr,
Bruce, arousing with a slgh from his
painful reverie as the doorbell rang,
but he crossed the outer threshold to
come face to fuece with Doctor Merrvitt,
The manner and words of the latter
woere jarring to the bruised sensibill-
ties of the bereaved father, for the
young physicinn was radiant of face.
His eyes sugrosted a fefvent exhilara-
tien ns he greeted Mr, Bruce with riot.
ous embrace and waved his hand gay-
ly to Mrs, Bruece, who had followed her
Imshand into the hallway,

“A pglad and merry Christmns to

Both of you!" hailed Doctor Morritt
Jubilantly.
“You haven't heard?' spoke DMr,

Bruce in a low, reproachful tone,

“SWhy, what do you mean?" ques-
tioned Doctor Merrltt,

“I'he disaster at afr Villa—the chil.
dren.”

“Why, bless you!" fairly shouted
the doctor—"they are right here!"

ITarold Bruee wavered apainst the
wall for support. Mrs, Bruce uttered
o wid seream,, Across the threshold
from the porch there rushed little
Ltta and her brother, Joy, dellght,
cestasy mitigated the shock of what at
first stunned the frantie parents as an
uppenrance from the dead,

"And Irst, but not least, she whose
mission In lfe seems ever to be to
bring healing and happiness, and love,

and paace to all those who are dear to
her!” in n gently reverent tone con-
tinued Doctor Merritt, and with su-
preme satisfaction the young physician
viewed the five reunited ones in o
maze of embraces, kisses and tears,
Rhoda, olinglae (o Mres, Broce, hid her
fuee In modest contusion, ns Doctor
Mervitt recited  her  bhrave  battle
apiinst the elements inoa great storim
upon a battered raft until she had
brought the children to sarety,

“But  you, Doctor Merritt 2" pro-
pounded  Mrs,  Broce  wonderingly—
“how cane you to bhe at Faie Villa 2"

“Loarrived there after the disaster,”
was the reply, “1 had gone there on a
s#pecifie misslon, Inter executed, to ask
our peerless Rhoda, queen o all wom-

ankind, to become my wife,” and as |

Ithoda extended her hand he covered
it with kisses and pressed it to his
happy, happy heart,

“If there was a mistletoe here I
would march you two promptly under
it!" threataned Mrs, Bruee, immersed
In thrilling Joy and gratitude,

“There shall be one before Chrlat
mue morning arrives!" erled Doctor
Merritt In tones that rang out like a
cheer, “Come, Bruce, you and T on a
hunt for Santn Clous and the cholcest
gifts he can bestow, Oh! nowhero in
the world, aod never to any others,
has there come a happler, merrier
Christmng than the one we shall cele-
brate!”

Peace Maneuver,

“You nlways play the phonograph
during menls,"”

“Yep," replied Farmer Corntossel,
“rpain't thnt we care for the musie,
but we want to do everything possible
to keep the summer hoarders fror
talkin' about the Lengue of Nutlons?

.
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Cross 11ill, Dee. 8.—1The Baptist 75~
Million Campalgn was bYoupght to a
close here Saturday when the last res-
Ident member had sisued up for his
part of the fund. With an apportion-
ment of §15,000 as the mininm for
the chureh at this place this quota
wis passed carly in thie  week  and
when the final count came- the sub-
seriptions had gone a little over 517,-
000,

MeKenzie & Douglas of Greenville
were here again Saturdgy with anoth-
er lot of mules which were offered for
sitle at auction, A good crowd was
present and a number were bid off at
fairly good prices, though the bidding
wias not generally enthusiastic,

Al HL Ly MeSwain is havine ereeled
a cotton warchouse on the lots recent-
Iy purchased at the Lecppard real os-
tate sale. The building will have a
capacity of G600 bales and 1y expected
lo be ready for use in a week or Lwo.
My Enoch Pinson has the econtract
and is pushing the werk as fast as
circumstances will permit.

Miss Annie Rudd was at Greenwood
several days Iast week because of the
sickness of her nicee, Miss Ploride
RRudd at Lander College.

Mr. Wm, G, Boazmai, who recently
sulfered the painful accident of have-

falling log, {s doing well and hopes to
be up again yn a short while,

The Cross [1i11 lodge, No. 159 A, o
M.,  held their annual  December
meeting  last IFriday evening, Ac-
cordinz to the various officinl reports
this lodge has closed the most sue-
cessfil and presperous yvaar in s
history of five years oxistence. In the
points of memborship, work, am! son-
eral progress the year 1919 has heen
Its besty Five years ago the lode e was
organized by o few wmembers of ihis

frateraity under the iaudership ‘ot
] A Guihirie, whose untiving of-
forts 1ove lavgely contributed to ils
sHee Undor My present  stal)o

foundit o ol success ils (e Pros-
periiy o overy brisht, There is come
talk ot o new hall for the organiza-

tion swlhich it is heped will soon ni-
tevialize filo o more suitable and con-
veriont mechg place. A (he moeet-
ins IFFeidday nizht the following officers

were clocted for the cnsuine yYoar:
Joe 1. Carter, W. M.. Chas, S, ’in-
soa, S, Wo Ilenry G, Culbierteon, J.
Woio Clund L Hipp, Treas.: W, Paul

Matin, Soe.:

G. Dewey Neloon, 8,
Willie 71

n.:
Boyee, J, D oJas, L,

Guthrie

Johin 1L Wells, Tyler.
Mro P Miller Pinson was also elect-
ed o delreale to the State  Orand
Sunday afternoon

Laodee and left here
for Charleston to attend the moeoting
of that hody which bezins tomorrow,

and Rov, W D Ratehford, Stewards: !
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‘We can furnish you with a first-class Wood Saw Framoe

complete with 30-ineh Cut Off Saw for $43.50. To any-

one sending us this adv. with cheek for $15.00, we  will

prepay freight on same and delivey (o your freight of-

fice. We also have lavze stock of Boiler Tubos. Pipe,

Pumps, Cylinders and Well Points,

COLUMBIA SUPPLY COMPANY

823 WEST GERVAIS STREET,

COLUMBIA, S. C.
A5-te

Automobile Liability Insurance
DOES NOT COST MUCH

T PROTECTS YOU AGAINST SUEES OR DEMANDS
MADE ON YOU FOR PERSONALG INJURIES
CAUSED BY YOUR CAR, AS WELL
AN IR,

Phone us For particulars,

BARKSDALE & ROPER

I'hone 404,

VLAY T e e

Farl

Shop

Do Your
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b ohristmas Shopping
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A VI et M O

epartment Store
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Christmas is just 15 days off-—-You should begin NOW to do your Christmas
trading v efore the big Rush is On--You find it a pleasure to shop in this

Big Store w.th its large and varied stocks.

We are anticipating the largest

Christmas business in our history and are well prepared to meet the

demands of the tygnde.

o

Furs as Christmas Presents

What could be niver |

Sisters Wike or Dangehter ! |
it HN

Neek Pieces ...

e o s ISR T G R L

CIEES

.. $12.80, $20.00, $25.00 1+ $36.00
ci even ven. ... .$36.00 10 $50.06

han o haondsome T for Mother,

chnsually eood this sea-

- #o s

Silkk Shirt Waists for Christmas
Presents

A beaweital line of Clooreette Walsts Poe Cheistngs trndi

v $4.98, 8608 10 $10.00
e sl e e 912D, $2:00 10 $3.00

.'l-IIH\
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Christmas Sale of Coat Suits

We hope to close onl every Cout. Suit in the honse by
danary st and have reduecd prices to move thom,

atd et this big savine,
H5.00 Cogt Saits ...,
HTH.00 Coat Snils ...,
H60.000Cloal Suits L. ..
FH0.00 Coat Soits .., .
F10.00 Coal Suits . ...
SA0.00 Coat Suirs ...,

Come

Tal catait o) 1o ondls $ODLO0D

o T ..$564.75
AT .. 544,98

wibl b ..$38.08
.$28.98

b a5 50 0 5 B8

Christmas Sale of Dresses

S0,00 gl :~:~.‘|._:_IHI Dresses L, o

:_-!II,UH ] 000 e
300 i 3700 Diresees

K250 Dresses .,

. .R3T 98
.$33.98
L. 5uT.08
519,09

Ladies’ and Children’s Bedroom
Slippers

One ol the most

Ladies" Felt Slippers ...

Children's Felt Slippers ...

actieal of wifs
e oavee 3175, $2.00 aned $2 60
s 8126 i $1.50

Dolls!

While in New York re

line of high elass dolls

witndow,  Special al

contly we
Atieoan
the market for several vears.

Dolls!!

the nueney Tor g
the hest shown in
Sec odsplay of these in our

o T R $6.00 and $19.00

Silk Underwear

Sk odeeskiets L. . 85.80, 97,560 ¢ $10.00
Sill Gowns wiste e st s e sB00 anl $6.50

Sl Tedeies L.

Ta s s =s was s

ceoee.. 1300 ¢, $5.00

~ Ladies’ Bath Robes

Lavdhies! Bath Robes e eVl %‘5 00 10 $950

Chidelren’s Bath Robes $2.25 . $3.716
- 9
Children’s Coats
A IIl.'_" as=orirent IIIb |i!l|' (Comits gt _'\!-“-_1‘_ (YR TS o 00
A s 315.00
] a1
lose-out Mitlinery
Iine Pattern Phats at saeriiee pd
Hosiery
'Woenis ated ot e v h_l_l‘__ it hristmas boses S50,
$2D0_alidl cd§ a0 S TSR g e e e L SO0
Beaded Bags
The popular thing this scason oo oo v, 000081000 up
RS e Faan eald 5 Wi waad 8$2.60 .1 $5.00
Sweaters
Pavebies” and Children's Sweators o sprecial e s e

Christmas shoppers .. ..

... 85498 1 $10.00

MinterCo.’s Cash Department Store

THE CHRISTMAS STORE

See Our Display of Christ-
mas Handkerchiefs

Laurens, S. C.

See Christmas Dolls on
Display in Our Windows

s 3 Vol Caiiy




