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Laurens County’s Beautiful Courthouse, Located in the Middle of a Well-Laid-Out Square, in the

City of Laurens, Around Which the Spic and Span Stores of the

Laurens Merchants Are Built.

There Is a Charm About the Name of

Laurens That

Means Much to Those Who Know the Important Part

Laurens County, and

Laurens

County Men and

Women, Have Played in the Making of South Caro-
lina the Grand Old State That It Is—And Because of
the Honorable Traditions That Laurens Has As Iis
Heritage, As Well As the Unlimited Opportunities Of-
fered Manufacturers, Business Men and Farmers From
Other Sections of the Country Who May Be Looking
for a New and Better Place in Which to Live and Make
a Living, I ' Take an Especial Pride in Writing the Story

of Laurens Counly’s Advantages and Possibilities
s

By J. Archie Willis

e HERE are two words in our

r languagoe thal never fafl

to strike a responsive chord

fin every man's heart, One of
those words 1 “Home."

I have written the stories of
the advantages and possibilities

of hundreds of southern cities and
towns, amd The Sunday Atllanta
Journal has earvied these stories
of progress and development, of
opportunity for (hose who are
seeking new places In which to
live and-do business, Lo every soc-
tion of Dixie,

Today I come to write of the
conumunity that I fondly lay claim
to as being home—my home, the
place where 1 was born and reared,
and the place® nbove all others,
that [ like to go back to, 1 have
no priovity rights to that partic-
ular reeling nbout Laurens county,
South Carvollna, for every other
man in the world feels, or should
feel, the sume way about the par-
ticular locality In which he was
born and reared,

Laurens county s loeated in the
northwestern part of the Palmetto
atate, One of the most fertile re-
glots of the ontire Plodmont see-
tion of the southeast, Laurens in
one of the state’s most prosperous
counties, |

I have several times had people
remark to me that, "Kvery sectlon
you write aboult seems to be the
beat In the country,” And that Ia
true, In large measure. It {s truoe
for two reagons, IPirst, when The
Atlanta Journal decides to featuroe
a particular eity, town or county,
It does so for the reason that that
particular community hasg, or The
Journal believes it has, pecullay
advantages and opportunities to
offer the homesecker, and, sccond,
when [ ogo to write thoe atory of n
aection’s posaibilities 1 look for
possibiliticsits good points.

There was a time when one of
thecoun'vy's foremost oditors folt
enlled vnon to exelahn, “Young
man, 2o west!"™  That time has
pasacd.  Less than o month ngo
one of the country's host known
pablicatiots,  published in the
worth, earrled as iy first feature

arlicle a gtory that eried out to
all Ameriea, “Young man, go
gouth!”

The south, anJ particularly the
southeast, Is a scction of untold
opportunitlies today, and every
community of Dixie is on the verge
of an unprecedented prosperity,
Since that Is true, can you wonder
that every city, every town and
every rural community about
which these community articles
are written Is  pletured as  being
the best?

You may visit a section of south
Georgin tomorrow an( know, from
whaut you see there, that you have
found the promised land. And I'll
tell you before you go that you
will find It just about that way In
south Georgla, But then on tho
next day go to nor h Georgia, to
one of the Carolinas, to Alabama
or to Misslasippl, or wny one of
the other communities that 1
might suggest to you throughout
the goutheast, and everywhere you
will be surnrised at the progress
and development, the opportuni-
tles for doing the things that men
count worth doing, you will see on
every hand,

The south has come Into Its
own, and The Atlanta Journal's
slogan of “Know the south and
lot the south know you,” s, I very
atrongly belleve, materially alding
those who are seeking new fields
to find the particular localities In
which they may best succeed in
the particular, undertakings (o
which they have set themselves.

THE CITY OF LAURENS

Laurens, the county socat of
Laurana county, 1a loeated very
near the conter of the county, It
I3 a city of approximately 6,000
people, and aside from helng an
oxcollent business place, the cen-
ter of ono of the richest agrl-
cultural districts In the stale. It

I8 a charming place in which to
liva and rear a family.

This county oviginally formed n
par of the old Ninetyv-glx Dig-
triet, but was lopped off and or-
ganized as a county In 1776, It
was namoed in honor of that fa-
mous  South  Carollna patriot,
Henry Laurcns,

Governor Robert A, Coop-

er, Laurens County Man,

Who Is South Carolina's
Chief Eexecutive.

A RAILROAD CENTER

Laurens {8 somewhal of a rail-
road center. The Chaclogton and
Western Carolina rallvoad, from
Spartanburg to Augusta, passes
through Laurens, The eity is the
northern terminus of the Colum-
bla, Newberry and Laurvens rail-
road, which forms an Important
link in the Charleston and West-
ern Carolina line fron. Greenville,
‘'vin Laureng, to Charleston,

Good roads radiate in every di-
rection from the county seat, nnd
there Is not a locality In the
county that eanot be reached by
automobile over roads that are
casily traveled. 'I'he people of the
county are not satistied with thelr
roads, however, and a movemoent 1s
on foot now, and has ovary chanee
of success, to build the best roads
In Laureng county that it is pos-
aible to bhauild,

AN INDUSTRIAL CENTER

Laurens is an industrial centor
of no mean importance, In faet,
there arve iftea difforent industrinl
plants In the ecity, that employ 3,-
500 people, and whose combined
weekly pay roll amounts lo len
thousand dollars—more than a
half-million dollars a year. Two
and a half millton dollars are in-
vested in the eily's Industeinl
plants,

Among the Industries that Lau-

rens now has are cotton mills, a
glass factory, hox and erate works,
foundry, laundry, cremnery, sev-
eral modern ginneries, cotton oil
mills, planing and lumber mills,
hydro-clectrie plant and quite a
fow others of less imporiance,

MORE  INDUSTIRIES WANTED

Laureng wants more industries,
wants large and small ones, and
the. citizens of both the eity ana
surrounding county are willing
and ready to co-operate in oany
manuner that they may bhe able 1o
co-aoperate in the bhailding of more
and more industrial plants in
Laurens,

Laurens husiness men feel that
they have many inducements to
offer the newcomers, and lsted
among the city's inducements |
noted are ample railroad facilities
plenty  of  sidetrack frontage,
cheap eleetrie current, pure wiater,
a plentitiel supply of labor, and
never any strikes or other Iahor
troubles.  In addition to the ad-
vantages mentioned, the citizens
of the city will lend every co-
operation they can lend to any
now and legitimate enterprise of
real worth to the community,
FIVE. BANKS IN THE CITY OIF

LAURENS

There are three national and
two state banks in the city of
Laurens, the national banks hav-
ing a combined eapital of two
hundrved thousand dollars and the
state hanks a combined capital of
a hundred and ittty thounsand
dollars.,

These banks have played an
fmportant part in tho develop-
ment of the eity during the past
ten  years, and they will, very
probably, play an even more im-
portant part in its development
during the next few years.

In this connection, | want 1o
specially mention o voung bhank-
er in Laurens, W, G, Laneaster,
known all over Lanreny county as
SRy Lancaster, of  the  Entey-
prise National bank., “Billy" Lan-
casgter hasg been with the Enterp-
prige hank  for several years, and
he has not only endeared himself
to the business men and farmers
of the cliy and county, by his uni-
form courtesy, but he has won the
confidence and admiration of 1t-
erally thousands of the county's
best  mon. [FH of  these daya
Iy Laneaster 18 going to haye
his own L merely o prediction
of my own—and when he doeg, the
other banls in Lauvrvens are poine
Lo hiave to shoke off the lagl ro-
maining vostios of thae-worn meth-
ods in ordor 1o Koo “MUy" Lan
caster’s hanle  from gotling all the
husliess of 1 oairel

A JIVE CVRY G A MINT

Lanrens has veory wisely eho-
son ity eily 3 ey, the
oflicialg of Lonrons pyro giving (he
eily an adimdnisteation  (hat s
calenlated 1o mAke the eommu-
nity go forward,

C. M. Babb Is the muyer of che

city, and there docsn't scem to he
Very anany people in the busin ess
seetion of the cily, with the ex-
ception of the professional poli-
ticians, who know just  exuetly
how long Jr, Babb  has  been
mayor YAt least five terms," is
the way most of them express It
Amd Mro Babb has been mayvor
for a good long time., The faet
that he is, at enech sueeecding
cleetion, returned to offies seom
to be suflicient ovidence that a
majority of the people of lLan.
rens appreciate his value as Lo
rens' mavor.

The efty cnnnuet] fu sneadn g 2
five of the Ilivest and most pro-
presive yvonng business men that
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Senator Nat B, Dial, La:u-|

rens County Man, Who Has
Succeeded the Late Senrator
Tillman as United States
Senator frem South Cavo- |

lina,

enuld possibly hnve beon

o, Phoy oo Albarr Dinl,
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ten and Jo AW Flellnms. Tlhioge
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Laurens has one of the bost
tolophonn sy b A i T ot ) X7 10
andd this s an ndsesadentlys

owned  syslem, oo, our hun-
dred  residencs subseribers  and
two handred huasin plices are
subseribors 1o thoe exchange's
servico, A rate of two dollars
for residences and two  dollars
and  sevonty-live conts tor busi-
ness houses s away helow what
we pay for telephone servieo in
Atlanta, orv that most othor eitjes
thiet 1 Kknow anyihing ahout pro
paying for sorvice now,

]

Laurens has two mizhty o
weekly newspapers, the Heeal
ecdited by BoW, Colbmtson, an
the Advertiser, editad by Al
Loea,  The Adveriiser is putilish
eld on Wodnesdavs and the !
alid on Pridayvs, The insnvong
rate in the eity of Loaurvens fs @
Tor business property and nin
ty-five coents for reshilone 14
ory,

Latvrens s two selools in
school  syatem, Wit twaent:
teachors employed sud appr
mately seven hundred pupils o
rollal,

The ity has a  wiaterworie
system, with  twoelve miles  of
mains, it s o good SUWOrLEe
system, with five wiles of malas,
and it has a motor-equipped
paid  fire departmient, with  five
firemen on the jobh ot all tines,

The ety has three hotols, it
the principal one is the Laneons
hotel, ond this honse is NSty
popular one with the  general
traveling publie, Operated glose
the most approyved litis, 1l
Lanrens hatel is o plyoes 11
the suest may conli ]
a stay.

Filic BAULRIENS G

The Lourens hotol ks nit
the sight whore (he old 1ten Del-
I hotel of by-gone dave stond
ds on the west =ide of 1 he -

e sguare, dircetiy faelig Liia
county  conrthonse, and A S
Perry, its poninl propriotor,  is

rapidly moking of It an 0y

more popular place thaa i is 1
tday.

IPorty-fve  roativs, L niy

]

thoem with private 11;-.1.; § 1

same  lohby, woll furnisiid it -
lors, writing roo:is, ote, and the
atiractive table tiint one e
wheit' he poos infto (h dinl

rooit are all comhinine 1o !
or the Lavrvens hotel one of b

hest Known an e uppoer soogl
ol the stnte,
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