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He Was Himself Gassed and Unfitted for Duty. Of-

ficers and Soldiers Fought Like Veterans

Mrs. WL R, Richey, Jr, is in receipt sleey, but after the big suns started
of the letter below from hor husband, | roaring there wig no chance for sleop,

Capt. Richey, of the 371st Infantry,

which took part in the capture of the [the entive night, and with the excep-
Argonne FPorest, one of the stragetic [ tion ol a few intermitten patses i has

strongholds of the Germuans  in

Champagne scelor.  As s
known the 371st reglment is composed
ol nogro soldiers mostly  from  this

state, some of them being from

by white oflicers, among whom are | (communieating treneh) in the IFreneh | the last one,

numbercd Capt, Richey, Lient, 7. 1.
Linke and Lieuwt, James C. Todd, of this
¢ity.  Capl, Richey f(ells in ihis letter
of the fall of Lieut, whio winsg
leading his men against a heavy ma-
chine gun and artillery fire when he
was killed, In all probahility he would
have given the names of any of his
men from this county if they had been
killed, Leaving out the
and other lines of a personal nature,
the letter was as follows:

As promised you last night, 1 am go-
ing to try and give vou an accurale
account of the big battle T was in and
which began on Sept. 25, and is still
in progress, and which battle, 1 think
will end the war,

We were just behind the front lines
about 2 1-3 miles when at 11:30 In the
night of Sept, 25th, the preliminary
bombardment began. Of eourse we all
knew it was coming but did not know
the exact hour. T was at the time
trying to eatch a little much-needed

Lake,

introduetion’

PHIC DESCRIPTION OF
FIGHTING IN ARGONNE
~ FOREST BY CAPT. RICHEY

Lo atoms,

|
Of course wo moved our
posilion, I

In the night of the 28th. | got.
while our brigade was relieving the | lid Lebind bushes, trees
fival, the valley we were in was (ed

feetive his machine gun and rifle fire | had in the meantime come up into the | first time any of them hadll
Remember now, the enemy was | valiey, was killed by hizh explosive abned shof

iy nnder
Fandd minehiivg

and houses In[.--irl‘ll. That night (Sanday) the encemy frhey stood 1 ke moss-cove rial o=
a Hite villape we were wdvaneing on, phrew lavge numbers of gas shells into | dniers,  Phey

never fHinehed oy

AL
Wilh gas and | owas zassed at this time, band we had ahsolutely no tarect (ol e pliee we were b, oand 1 was | ed (he lenst sizn of Fear, AL Uit wire
did not think mueh of it amd did not !:thlltll al, Long before woe reached [h:-; o ogassed, The  nest  morning | necessary, wias to (el th modoogo and
cven po Lo the doctor,  Preston got o I villige, woe could sce the cownrds - i CMomday), with ball company (they went, Loty were il led and
dose at the sume time, hut went (o ihe  ning e steep hill berond, leaving E::nm-, most of thet wounded, however, | wonnded, bt they wifl o dowy in
doctor.  On SBunday  morning, Sept [ lots of machine guns o sticl out, and | we sor orders Lo move up the railroud | history as bywve solofe e
20thy my company went over the hill; [ hoeliove moe, when we did rench onr oh- | track ahead, We wend right into the|  We woere tehting with tloe I'renel in
the 1st battalion had been reiloved by Liective and rounded themaehine gun-'mnehine san nesty, the operalors nl'llllv Champag e anider General  Gaue
I and 1K companies, and were waiting | nors, the nesroers made quick work of ' whon, when they saw our determina- rand, Towm Lale will b b iy (e
in another \':!llc-_\' Tor Maj. C, and iy thenn They all held up their hands, tion, left their guns and ran, and we valley near the T town ol Ardenii,
reompiny lo come ap berore going ta bni no linmarad for the  men, they P lots of fun picking them olf. The valley near (he 1l town of Ardonil,
the atfack,  We arvived at the posi-fKiled thom unhesitatingly, amd 1 did | tun il ot Tast lons thoueh, because | Forest and sonth of Meonthions,
[ This bombardment  continued during | Hon the attack was 1o stavl Srom al | nat Iy 1o stop them, The town was | as soon s whit few Goermang who | As for myself, Towilh nover under-
abiout 7230, after having had a deadly [ oo oo eadlvond, and about the thoe we lwore 1001, 2ot oul of reacly, here eome I came g as

the continued incessantly sinee, or uniil | AUT0 o'¢lock Sunday morning we woere
already | the time T passed out of heaving dis- | ovdered to advanee up a valley, but in

this | eeived
1
county, The regiment fs conmmanded ' slept (hat night in o IMrench I:u_\‘u\\"

I.'Il'f|||l'l'_\' barrazne on us over the hill. | @) (e e victory was won and
woe could sot o fow minutes of rest, he-
fore woine on, the artillery began on
fanee on my way to the hospital, Lthe meantime an cnemy  plane flew
On the afternoon of Sept, 2600 we re- [down low, dizcovered onr position, and

ovrders move forward, Wo

of iy men and serionsly woumd throe
Lo sicenalod his avtillery, which opened uninl!u-:-s, who woere sitting hehind @ roek
on us and every minute ceemed to 1w| pile, Then we discovered fhat wo wore
However, by rille lire we ! nked on three sides hy wanehine sun

front lines. 1 say stept, bt ihere wis | bronesht the

no sleep, ag It was raining and  the : pitot and observer, hut not until he gl | Weconld not stick our head sup, Teey,
noise from the guns would not let one | 2iven his gunners our location.  This |

sleep, The French had gone over the | shelling continued until the time for |
top and were pursuing the Huns, The [ our advance at 10 o'clock, and when
nizht or afternoon of the 27th we went | we ol stavted it grew in inteasity un- ' him to w0 havk,
into the fighting zone, and our vegi- |t by the time woe had advaneod fifly
ment relieved o Freneh resiment, In}_\';ll'llm Itwas o vesulnre havrage,  About

who hid heen wounded by a picce of
shell helore we

starbed, camne up about
this tinee, white as a ghost, and 1 told
Preston, who joined
I s hefore we started, alzo had (o leave

Lal this point.

continne the pursuait, IMest battalion | two hundred yards up the valley \\'nilmd beon shot through the Heshy paret
went in livst, morning of 28th, and | eame under the direet fire of the enc- of his foot and Vinton throush the |
met stout pesistance.  The wounded [ my's withering machine gun and rifle

| [hand, T was all in, could hardly et
piassed us all day going back to the [five, and by this time, five enemy planes | my breath, bhut 1 had to stay.  Parker
dressing station, some  with bulleis L were Nving over us shooting vound af- ';.n.] Vinton also staved, Jim Todd was
through their artas, legs, shoulders, | ter round from their machine guns m“lltnl touched, We knew we had 1o zo
some with arms and legs cut off by iug,  Of course we wore in an unshel- on, and some of us who had  been
high explosives, ete. In the meantime [tered valley, with nothing to hide Il-‘*!\\'nmmm!. remained,  while  Preston
our battalion, laying in support, had | from the enemy and presented a clean, lwent in, 1 have seen Teer herve in this
been discovered by the enemy observ- [ clear and open farget. Men were fall- hospital,  He was operated on today,
ers, and shells commenced to dropling all around me, but the company {The <o had boaried in his shoulder,
on us anew, The enemy had thrown|never once faltered.  They marehed and he really is in bad shape.
shells on us the whole of the night be- | vight on into the jaws of death, Shells We remained at-this railvoad station
fore. Two of the shells fell in  a|were dropping, it looked to me like [all night in the rain, and fanked on
shel Thole that Teer fand myself wero|every second, making holes big enough | three by nmiachine gun nests,
in but failed o explage. If they had|to sel a good sized barn into. The|Td4, Rausen of I company was killed
exploded both would !Qvn heen blown | nearer the enemy we got, the more of- | here and Tom Lake, whose company

sidey

s again, and I saw one shell kil two |

plane down, killing the  nestss In other words we woepe trapped, |

In the meantime Parvlker |

another artillery barrase, worse than |
the one hefore, and as soon as we gol
fie the open the machine guns n]n-nml'
tpoaeaing I beileve every man in the
German army earries & machine gun, |
Wo owent ahead though and eaptured 6 !
g German fartillory). We |
reachied the ercst of another hill and |
were there held up. [ had (o crawl |
Fonomy stomach for 500 yards, just like |
iosnako,

Zuns

very thme 1 raised my body
to makie a move, zip, z2ip went the ma-
chine gun bullets, When rese il
e hill, things dicd down a little and
was hy this time completely exhanst-
il

Wi

Our battalion was being relioved
wdd four of my men carried me in, In
all, duving the two days, Sunday and
Monday, our battalion advanced about
five miles, without the aid of a single
friendly artillery shot or any other
help, We Killed lots of Germans, cap-
tured lots of them and eaptured any
nuantity of material and six big guns,
FEodere Jdim Todd in command of the
|r'um1mny with Parker and Vinlon, .Hm\
was all vight when | left and 1 believe
he got back safe, as we were to be
| relieved about the time 1 left. 1 am
i|l|’l)11(| of all my oflicers and of all my
|men, The whole regiment fought like
:n-tvrmm and with a fierceness equal to
!:my white regiment, This was the

Fstamd how

wodl as 1 odidg

OF course 1 don't know what «iteet
the zas is zoing to have on e, ! on't
know whether I will ever bo able tg
voo back into line or not,  Am yery
short of hreath, and my choest ang

throat feel right raw,
fortably located,

to bea cood one,

I am vory com-
The hospital
It is an officers’

=SECINE

HiiE-

pital, and is full, nearvly all (he pae
tients being from our regiment,

I believe this offensive will drive the
Germans out of France and that the
war will be over pretty soon, Giod
knows T Liope so, for it cortainly i Lol
on carth, if there is such a ihing,
With all the hardships | have oeen

wriling you about, all of them com-
bined one hour of 1his
lasl, 1o four davs and nights 1 was
under deadly five, and did not sleep
two hours during the entive tine, and
it raining neavly all the time,

cannot cqual

You can continue to write me in the
same way,  lven if T am given some-
thing else, or other work to do, ' will
have to go hack to the regiment 1o sel-
e up things, and besides 1 have told

them to sewd my mail here.

(irove’s Tasteless chill Tonic !

restores vitality and encrgy by purifying and es
riching the blood.  You can soon feel jts Strengthe
=ning, Invigoruting Effect  Price G0

We now have a supply of good coal for all of our customers.
of the limited supply of labor we are forced to make the following rules:
We will only sell coal for cash-~we have no one to send out with bills.

This is no reflection on your willingness to pay our bills, but is a necessity at
this time. ;

.y
Either call at our office and pay for what coal you want or telephone us
that you will pay the drivers.
We will be able to haul coal only in a limited way for a while and if
you can get yours hauled we will allow you a reduction
the government’s price.

On account

of 50c per ton from




