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GERMANS EXCUSE
' ATROCIOUS ACTS

‘Murder, Pillage and Arson Part
of Deliberate Scheme of
Wartare.

HIGH OFFICERS GO ON RECORD

No Poseible Evasion of Responsibllity
for Bestial Acts Which for Centu.
ries Have Had No Parallel—
Officially Indoreed.

The people of the United States
are beginning to learn the truth con-
cerning the conduct ef the war by
Germany. Proof is offered that Ger-
man officials deliberately lied in
their statements concerning atroci~
ties commitled by the Belgians and
allies. That their own soldiers were
disgusted by the cruelties practiced
at the order of high officers of the
kaiser is shown. Exiracts taken
from pamphlets issued follow:

The Vorwaerts of Berlin, October 22,
d914, eaid :

“We have already been nble to es-
tablish the falseness of o great number

of assertions which have been made |

'with great precision and published
eyerywhere in the press, concerning al-
fred crueltles committed, by the popu-
Lutions of the countries with which
Germuny is at war, upon German sol-
diers and clvilians,  We are now in po-
®ltlon to silence two others of these
funtustic stories,

“The wuar correspondent of the Ber-
Iiner Tageblatt spoke a few weeks
Ao of clgars and cligarettes filled with
powder alleged to huve been glven out
or sold to our soldiers with dinboliesl
Antent, He even pretended that he had
‘seen with his own eyes hundreds of
this kind of cignrettes. We learn from
an authentlie source that this story of
elgars and cigarettes s nothing but a
tbrazen invention. Ktorles of soldiers
‘whose eyes are-alleged to have heen
'torn out by fruncs-tireurs are clreulnt-
ied throughomt Germany. Not_a single
case of this kind hus been officlally es-
{tablished,

“It matters lttle that reports of this
lmnture bear an appearance of positivae
weertitude, or are even vouched for by
eye-witnesses, The desire for notoriety,
the absence of eriticlsm, and persoual
|ervor play an unfortunate part In the
'days In which we are living. Every
mose shot off or slmply bound up,
every eye removed, s
trangformed Into 8 nose or eye torn
awny by the fruncs-treurs, Alrendy the
Wolkszeltung of Cologne has been able,
icontrary to the yery categorieal nsser-
Ithome from Aix-1a-Chapelle, to prove
there was no soldrer witfi his eves
out in the fleld ambulance of this
Wwn, It was #ald, also, that people
wounded in this wny were under trent-
ment in the nelghborhood of Berlin,
‘but whenever inguiries have heen made
In regard to these reports, thelr absos
lute falsity has been demonstrated. At
length these reports were concentrated
at Gross Lichterfelde. A newspaper
published at noon and widely elren-
1ated tn Berlin printed a few days ago
in lnrge type the news that at the
Ihzagetto of Lichterfelde alone there

are “ten Germnn soldiers, only slight-
¥ wounded, whose eyes had heen wick-
edly torn out,’ But to a request for
Informntlon by Comrade Liebknecht
the followlng written reply was sent
‘by the chief medieal officer of the
imhove-mentioned fleld hospital, dated
ithe elghteenth of the month:

“‘Sir: Happlly there is no truth
twhatever In these storles,
I ‘Yours obediently,

' 'PROFERSOR RAUTENBERG, "
t German S8oldlers Protested.

Thus the tenchings of the German
'War Book nnd of the German apostles
of frightfulness, suspiclon and hatred,
had now begun to hear thelr natural
fruit.  But the volce of protest was
not entirely sllent. A constderable
number of letters by German soldlers
who were shocked by the derman
atroeities were sent to Ambassador
Gerard, becnuse he was the representa-
tive of the Unlted States, the lending
neutral natlon, The three lotters
which follow, In translation, were re-
celved by the Amerlean ambassador
Jgrom German soldlers,

Here 18 the protest of a German gol-
‘dler, au eye-witness of the sluughter of
‘Ru _‘g‘gu goldlers in the Masurian lakes
HWOmps
“ft was frightful, henrt-rending, as
reae . masses, of  human belngs  were
Jdriven to destruction, Above the ter-
iMble thunder of the cannon could be
;ht-ard the heart-rending erles of the
Russtang: 'O Prussinns! O Prussians !
—but there was no merey, Our captain
‘had ordered: "The whole lot must <le ;
w0 rapld fire.! Ans 1 have heard, five
men and one oflicer on our slde went
mad from these heast-rending cries,
'But most of my comrades and the off-
cers Joked as the unnrmed and helpless
Russinns  shrieked for merey  while
they were belng suffoeated in the
ewnmps and ghot down, The order
wins ! ‘Close up and at It harder!” For
«days afterwards those heart-rending
yells followed me nand I dare not think
of them or T shall go mad, There I8 no
Goa, there 18 no morality and no ethies
ny more, There are no human beings
pny more, but only beasts, Down with
militarisim,

Y oyou are a truth-loving  man,
‘please recelve these lnes from o coms

non Prusslan goldier,”

¥ollowing is the testimony of unothoz

immediately |

, @erman goldier on the enstern fronti
‘ “Russlan Poland, December 18, '14,
“In the name of Christinnity 1 send
you these words.
“Wounded Russlans are killed with
the bayonet according to orders,
“Aund Russians who have surrender-
ed are often shot down in masses ac-
cording to orders, In spite of thelr
heart-rending prayers.
; "“In the hope that you, as the repre-
| sentative of a Christian state, will
| protest against this, I slgn myself,
"A GERMAN SOLDINR AND CHRIS-
TIAN.Y
The third Jetter, from the western
front, shows the same horror of the
eyvstem of which the writer was a wit-
ness.
“To the American
Washington, U. 8. A.
“Englishmen who have surrendered
- are shot down in small groups. With
the French one is more considerate. I
ask whether men let themselves be
taken prigoner In order to be dig-
armed and shot down afterward? Is
that chivalry In battte? It is no longer
8 gecret among the people; one hears
everywhere that few prisoners are
taken; they are shot down In emall
groups. They say naively: ‘We don't
want any unnecessary mouths to feed,
Where there I8 no one to enter com-
plaint, there I8 no judge’ 1Is there
then no power in the world which can
put an end to these murders and res-
cue the victimge? Where is Chrle-
tiunity? Where 18 right?
right.
“A SOLDIER AND A MAN WHO I8
NO BARBARIAN.”

Boclaliste Oppose Bystem

Many of the Gerinans, as has heen
already indleated do not helleve the
reports of the afrocities committed by
the Belgian eivilians und refuse to ac-
cept the system of frightfulness. The
Vorwaerts, the knding soclnlist paper,
which has a very wide elrele of read-

Government,

Might 1a |

erg, has opposed the poliey of fright-

fulness,
have 80 courngeonsly opposed the pows-
erful military nuthority! Tts editorial,
entitled “Our Foes," published Augus$
23, 1914, reads as follows:

“What should one say when even
such un organ as the Deutsches Off-
zler-Blatt expresses its sympathy with
n demand that ‘the bensts' who are
taken as franes-tireurs should not be
killed, but only wounded so that they
may then be left to a fate *which makes
any help tmpossihle? Or what should
we sy when the Deutsches Offizier-
Blatt states that ‘n punitive destruc-
tion even of whale reglong’ ennnot *af-
ford full recompense for the bones of a
single murdercd Pomeruninn  grena-
dier? Those nre the desires of blood-
thirsty fanaties and we are thoroughly
ashamed of ourselves becnvse it Is
possible that there nre people among
us who urge such things.”

“Barbarism,” Declares Vorwaerts,

On the following dany, August 24,
1914, the Vorwaerts returned to the
attack In an editorlal “Against Bar.
barlam."

: + “One might, In the first
place, possibly helleve that such a de-
mand for a bloody vengeance [agalnst
alleged Belglan outrages] emanates
from a single disense-racked braln;
but It appears that whole groups
among certain classes who represent
German kultur want to indulge in on
gles of barbarleam and to devise a
whole system for the purpose of or-
ganizing ‘a war of revenge.'

“What of law and custom! Such
thoughts do not stir n ‘great natlon.’
Thug In o lending nrticle of the Bere
liner Neuweste Nuaehrichten, the de-
mand 1s made that all the authorities
in Brussels—one, the second burgomnas-
ter, Is generously execepted—should be
Immediately seized nnd gubjected to
trial In order to expinte ¥he wrongs
which, according to fragniontary and
highly uncertaln reports, were said to
have been committed by the people,
They demnnd that the captwied city
thould Immedintely pay o fine 3f 500.
000,000 marks; that al stores of the
teonquered  territory be requisitloned
| without pnying the inhabitants a slngle

penny for them."”

Vorwaerts in Protest.

Three years later, August 26, 1917,
the Vorwaerts quoted the following
passage from the Deutsche Tageszel-
tung:

“We have a ring of pollticluns whe
hold that mlght. makes right (Macht-
politiker), who desplse the forces of
the inner life and belleve that they
must eliminate all othieal points of
view . from foreign and seoclal
politice.  For them, Germany of the
present and of the future 1s the coun-
try of the Krupps and Borsigs, of the
Zeppeling and the U-bouts. Any idea
of a connection between politice and
morals 18 rejected and any reference
to the right of a mornl method of con-
elderation ie ridiculed ns deluglon and
.sentimentnlity.”

The German. officers were provided
with the forms toe be used In terror-
izlng the conquered people, The com-
mon  soldlers  were provided with
phrase books which would enable them
to impoge their will npon the terrified
people,  Minister Brand Whitlock In
hig report to the staute department on
Heptember 12, 1017, wrltes:

“I'he German soldiers were provid.
ed with phrase books giving nlternate
translatior in Geronn and French of
such rentences us:

“‘Hands up. (It )& the very first
sentence in the book,)

““Oarry et all the furnitare,

1 am thirsty. Bring me some beer,
gin, rum.

“You have to supply a
wine und a keg of beer.

“Lend me to the wealthiest inhabi-
tnnts of this villuge. 1T have onders to
requicition several barrels of wine,

“Bhow us the way to ——. If you
icad us avtray, you will be shot!”

barrel of

ANl honor to itz editors whao |

BRITISH SCORE

VICTORIES IN AIR
Nearly Four Thousand Machines
Downed in Year. Army and Navy
Busy.

London, July 3.—In one vear on
the British Western front the royal
air force has accounted for 3,233 en-
emy alrplanes, In the game period the
naval airmen shot down 624, a total
ol 3,840,

An official statement deailne
these operations savs: .

“The royal air force during the Year
beginning July 1, 1917, on the British
Western front destroyed 2,150 hostile
machines and drove down out of con-
trol, 1,085, In the same period the air
force units working in counjunction
with the navy shot down 623 hostile
machines.

“During this period 1,094 of our ma-
chines were missing, 92 of these were
working with the navy,

“On the Italian front from April to
June, 1918, the British destroyved 165
hostile machines and drove down six
out of control, Thirteen of ours were
missing,

with

“On the Saloniki front betw
nary and June 21 hostile
were destroved: and 13
down out of control,
were lost, 4

“From March te June in Beypt an
Palestine, 26 hostile airplanes wer
destroyed and 51 were driven down
out of control. Ten of ours were miss-
ing.

“In all the theaters of the war the
British air superiority and strength
progressed rapidly and continnounsly,
From 1this it is safe to assumine that
when the new factor of America’s out-
put, both alreraft and personnel, en-
ters the situation of the™ fighting
zones, the aerial ascendancy of the
entente allies should give them very
great advantages."
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Timely Drama on the Sereen,

With the eves of the world centered
upon the great evenis which are trans-
piring across the water—the stories
that come back of the boys goi-
“over the top” and the unflinching he-
roism with which each one is “doing
his bit"—the events that are vividly
shown in  Francis Ford's stirring

L Bereen-gtory, “Berdin [via America®,

hit clore to the heart, For who
imong us bas not sent a son, a hus-
band, a sweetheart or a brother on in-
o the great advenfure with a smilc
ind a hidden tear,

It is the story of an American boy.—
ne just like your own---who even a!
the sacrifice of his good name, works
folv the cause whieh is dear to him.
Francis Ford directed the production
and enacts {he leading role. Onposite
him plays Edna Emerson and a no-
table cast including Jack Newton, Wil-
liam (‘hnlio]d, Lois Scott, Dell Coyne
and Emma Warren,

Manager Gilbert M, Tyler has ob-
fained “Berlin via America” for the
Opera House and ‘7 M1 be shown two
| days, next Monday \: d Tuesday.

To Clean O Chureh Grounds,

Everyone who has relatives, or who
is interested in any way, are requestod
to meet at  Beaverdam church
Thursday, August 1st for the purpose
of cleaning off the churceh grounds,

SUBSCRIBE TO “THE ADVERTISER'
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‘ Notice of Scholarship Examination
™E CITADEL

| Cbarleston, 8, (.

‘ Courses in Engineering, Sciences,

and Art, B. 8. and C. E. Degrees. Mili-

tary instruction of unsurpassed excel-
lence.  Classed by the War Depart-

(ment as “Distinguished Military Col-
lege",
| One vacancy in the State Scholar-

' ships for Laurens County will be filled
by competitive examination on August
(Mh. These scholarships provide for
jnearly all expenses, and  only  those
reandidates who are unable to pay are
'eligible for them, Necessary hlanks
(can be ebtained from the Superintend-
(ent at the Citadel.
A limited number of pay cadets will
‘be  received. Expenses, including
 board, uniforms, tuition, and all hen
fees, 35147, Next session begins Sept.
20th, ‘Catalog sent on request, Address
| Col. 0. J. BOND, Superintendent,
[ THE CITADEL
| Charleston, 8, C,
|

Lame Shoulder.
[ This ailment is usuvally ecaused by
|rheumatism of the muscles, All that
{is needed is absolute rest and a few
| applications of Chawmberlain's Lini-
:munt. Try it.

PURITY AND PROGRESS

Welcome Brothers

LOYAL ORDER of MOOSE.

WE
ARE

IN

000

"THERE ARE NO MOOSE IN POTTER’S FIELD!
THERE ARE NO HUNGRY MOOSE!

700,

AMERICA

p. m.

Lodges in all the princi-
pal cities of the United
States.. * Club rooms open
every day 8 a. m. to 11

OF

Open Chal:ler Fee
$€.00

Regular Fee $25
Join Now and Save $19

Only

Benefits

Burial Benefit,

$7.00 a week Sick and
Accide t Benefits,

Medical Attent on for Self
and Family. Dues $1.00
per month;no assessments.

$100
Free

at Op-

Notice Opening

Laurens Lodge

Opo;n Charter
See

G. M. Tyler, at Opera House

For Applicatic=+

| “Texas’ A.
At Opera House, July 19

District Supervisor

Supreme Lodge of the World

Loyal Order of Moose

After 1,500 in Laurens County.
Join now and build your own home.

P.S. See and hear Texas Ritchie
House Fridav, July 19.

THE

Organized 1889 1
Club Rooms with Ba h,
Reading, Writing and

Lounging Rooms,

for Member:hip.

B. Rit: hie

Games, Music and other
entertainments free to
members. .Free - ocation-
al education for the child-

ren of deceased members.

Mothers’ expenses paid
while children are in school
if she desires to accom-

pany them.

What Th

The Loyal Order of Moose is not an in- 4
surance organization,
cial Order with beneficfal feat
nal virtues are aid the
inject sunshine into the dark places.
high above all other things, as hope’s great
throbbing star, above the darkness of the
dead, the love of wife and friends.

y Are

tis an excejﬂm"gg:.
. Ite cardi-
vi'gdr,"bury the dead and
It holds

| i ivan saed

.

ate interferenoe with one

cal views, Political or

sisted upon,
departs---a free man,

Characteristic

The Loyal Order of Moose does not toler-
's religious or politi- }/

lons are not countenanced in the lodge
rooms, but patriotism, obedience to la w, equal
rights and respect for opinions of others in-
As one enters the lodge, o he

Sectarian discuss-

Over 10,000 in: the Carofinas This Year




