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The three young madelers looked up
in exclamatory consternation us  the
doors opened,

"Oh, are you ready? ervied Curol,
“How time has flown! We had no fdoen
You'' be ready so zoon, Oh, we are
sore,, 'rudence,  We intended {o hiave
everything fixed properly for you neain,
We needed a flat plaee for our motlel-
fng. It's o shame, that's what it 18,
Isn't that a handsome Venus? 1 did
that I —If you'll just shut the door one
minute, Prudence, we'll have every-
thing exaetly as you left it And wo're
as sorey as we can e, You ean have
my Venus for o conterpicee, if you
e ;

Prudenee silently closed {he tdoors,
and thy Ladies, Hinshing stnilieanily,
‘drew away,

“Do't you think, my denp” bhesan
Mrs, Proentiss too sweetly, “that thoy
are a lttle more than FOuenn mignngee ?
Don't you really think an older waoniin
is llt"(~lhu|'.'" |

Cgers Lrembled ns she apened it,

“Ido not think o," eriod Fairy, bo-
fore hoer sister eould spoenk, “no olider |
woman could be kinder, or swoelor, o
move pationt aond helptfal than Peget |

“Undoubtedly true!  Buot somoethines |
more is needod, D oam afvaid! 1
penrs timt givls are a little more dis-
orderly than in my own young davs!? |
Pevlinps= T odo not judize advisedly, buot |
I seems o me they are o He-—1-
nunaEeahle”

Shidecd they are not,” ervied Den-
denee loyvally, “They are young, livels, |
mischiovous, T know—and 1 am glad of |
i Bul T have lveld whh thoem ever
sinee thoy were bhorn, and 1 ought Lo
know themn "Phivy. are unsolfis), Lhiey
are syipathetle, they are alwavs 1ron-

erfons. hey do foolish ad frvitating
things—hgt never things that are Lo
Tul and wean, They are all vichi ot

hoeart, ated that is all thed connts, They

are ot b ziels! Whont have thoy
done today?  They woere oxasporntinge,
and Y, too, but whing i thoy
do thiod was roally mean?  Phey onge
buryassed and wortted me, bue nol
Intentionnlix T Y oean'l punish them for
the cifeet on e, vou know ! Woulld
thitt be Just or falr? AL heart, they

mesul no Larm,"”

It st b confessed thal there wore
many serious faees wmong the Ladies,
Some checks were flushed, some cves |
were downeast, some lips woere com-
Dressad and some were trembling, 19yv-
ery mother there was asking in hor
heart, “DId 1 punish my children just
for the effect on me?  Did I judge my
children by what was in thehr hearts,
or just by the trouble they made me?”

And the silence lasted so long that
it beeame awkward, Finally Mrs, Pren-
tiss crossed the room and stood by
Prudence's side. She laid a hand tens
derly on the young girl's arm, and saiidl
in a voice that was slightly tremulous:

“I believe you are vight, my dear. 1t
is what girls ave ot heart Chat really
counts, 1 belleve your sisters are all
you siy they nre. And one thing I am |
very sure of—they are happy givls to
have a sister so patient and loving and
Just.  Not all real mothers have as
much to their credit ™

CHAPTER V.
A Secret Society,

Carol and Lark, In keeping with
thelr twinship, were the dearest ehums
and comrades, To them the great,
rambling barn back of the parsonnge
was n most delightful place, It had a
big cowshed on one side, and horse
stalls on the other, with a “heavenly”
Liaymow over all, and with “chutes” for
the descent of hay—and twins!

Now the twing hud g seeret soclety—
of which they were the founders, the
oflicers and the membership body., Its
name was Skull and Crossbones, Lark
furnished the briin power for the or-
ganizatlon, but her sister was an en-
thusinstie and energetic second. Car-
ol's club name was Lady Gwendolyn,
and Lark's was Sir Alfred Angeleourt
ordinarlly, nlthough subject to frequent
change. The old barn saw stirring
times after the coming of the new par-
aonage famlly,

“Hark! Hark!" sounded a hissing
avhisper from the cornerlb, and Connle,
‘cavesdropplng outside the barn, shiv-
fered sympathetically,

“Whnt 1s It] Oh, what 18 It?'" walled
the unfortunate lady,
} “Look! ILook! Itun for your life!”
{  Then while Connle elutched the barn
.‘dnnr in a frenzy, there was a sound of
rattling corn n8 the twins serambled
ﬁlpwurd, a sllence, a low thud, and an
unromantle “Ouch!” as Gurol bumped
her hend and stumbled,

“Are you assaulted?' shouted the
bold Sir Alfred, and Connle heard n

LAt thelr eho;

Wwild_scufle as he receued his compan-

fon from the clutelies of (ho old halter
on which she had stumbled, Up the
haymow ladder they hurrled, and then
slld recklessly down the hay chutes,
Presently the barn door was  flung
open, and the “society” knocked Cons
nle flylng backward, ran madly around
the barn a few thnes, and scurrled un-
der the fence and Into the chicken
coop. J

A little Inter Connie, assailed with
shots of corncobs, run bitterly toward
the house. "“Pecking” was strictly for-
bidden when the twins were engaged
In Skull and Crossbones actlvities,

And Connte's soul burned with de-
sire, She felt that this secret soclely
was threatening not nnly her happi-
ness, but also her healti,, for she could
not sleep for horrld dreams of Skulls
and Crossbones at night, and could not
eat for envylng the twins thele seeret
and mysterious joys. Finally she ap-
plled to Prudence, and recelved asslst-
ance, '

The afternoon mail brought to the
parsonage an envelope addressed to
“Misses Carol and Lark Starr, the
Methodist Parsonage, Mount Marl,
Town,” and in the lower left-hand cor-
ner wng a suggestive drawing of n
Skull and Crossbones. The eyds of (he
mischievous twins twinkled with de-
light when they saw it, and they car-
ried it to the barn for prompt perusal,
It read as follows:

Mlss Constance Starr humbly and re-
spectfully eraves admittance Into the An-
clent and Ilonorable Organization of
Skull and Crosshones.

The twins pondered long on n fitting
reply, and the next afternoon the post-
man brought a letter for Connle, walt-
Ing impatiently for it. She had ap-
proached the twins about it at noon
that day.

“Did you get wmy application? she
had whispered nervously,

But the twing had stared her out of
countenanee, and Conndoe readized that
she had committed a serlous bLroach of
seeret society etiquette,

But here was the letier!

ITer fin-

1t was
decorated lavishly with skulls and
crossbones, splashed with red ink, sUp-
posedly blood, and written in the same
stuggestive eolor,

Skull and Crossbhones, great In moerey
and In econdescension, has listenod graci-
ously to the prayer of Constance, the
Seeker, Iear the will of the Greal Spirit!
IT the Secker will, for the length of two
weels, submit herself o the will or Skull |
and Crossbones, she shall be admitled in-!
to the Ancient and Ionoralile Order,

The week that followed was a gala
one for the twing of Skull and Cross-
bones,  Constance swept {helr room,
made thelr bed, washed their dishes,
A oand inevery way bhe-
haved us a model pledge of the ancient
and honorable, The twins were -
cions but firm,  There was no arguing
nmd o falteving,  “It is the will of
Skull and Crosshones that the dinsoel
do thig” they would say. And the
damsel did it

Prudenee did not feel it was n ensoe
that called for her interfercnee,  So
she sat back and watehed, while the
twing told storles, read and frolicked,
and Constance did theie daily fasks,

A week passed, ten days, and twelye,
Then came ngolden Octoher aftornoon
when the twins sat i the haymow
looking oul tupon a mellow world, Cone-

Flanee was in the yaed, readinge o faiey
story. The situation was o tens
for the twins were hungry, and
wits eavy on thelr hands,

“The apple trees in Avery's orchard
are  just loaded,” said Lark,  “And
there are lots on the geound, ton, I
Suw them when I was out in the fleld
this morning."

Carol gazed down into (he yard
where Constunce was absorbed In hoer
book. “Constnnee oughtn't to rend ns
much as she does,” she argued, “It's
80 bad for the eyes.” '

“Yos, and what's more, she's been
getting off too easy for the Inst few
days. The time Is nearly up.”

“That's so0,” sald Lark, “Lot's eall
her up here” This was done at once,
and the unfortunnte Constance stood
before them respectfully, as they had
Instrueted her to stand, The twins
hesitated, ench secretly hoping  the
other would volee the order. But Lark,
as usunl, was obliged to be the spokes-
man,

“Damsel,” she said, “It Is the will of
Skull and Crossbones that you hie ye
to yonder orchard—Avery's I mean—
find bring hither some of the golden
apples basking in the sun.”

“What!" ejaculated Connie, startled
out of her respect,

Carol frowned,

Connle hastened to modify her tone,
“DId they say you might have them?"
she Inquired politely,

“That coneerns thee not; 'ty for thee
only to render obedlence to the orders
of the Soclety, Go out through our
field and sneak under the fence whoere
the wires are loose, and hurry back.
We're awfolly hungry. The trees are
near the fence. There Isn't any dan-
gcr.ll

“But It's stealing,” objected Connle.
“What wlll Prudence—"

“Damsel!”  And Connie turned to
obey with despair In her heart,

“Bring twelve,” Carol ealled after
her, “that'll be four aplece, "And hurry,
Connle, And see they don't catch you
while you're about it.” 5

After she had gone the twins Iny
back thoughtfully on the hay and
stared at the cobwebby roof above
them fn sllence for a while, Something
was hurting them, but whether it was
thelr fear of the wrath of Prudence,
or the twinges of tender consclencesg-—
who can say?”

“She's an unearthly long time about
It," exclalmed Lark at last, “Do you
suppose they caught her?”

This wans an awful thought, and the
glrls were temporarily suffoented, But
they heard the barn door swinging be«
neath them, and sighed with rollef, It

e,
(1L

| for il her

was Conniel Slie climbed the ladder
skillfully, and poured her golden trens-
ure before the arch-thieves, Skull and
Crosshones,

There' were elght
apples,

“Hum! Iight!” sald Cuarol sternly.
“I sald twelve,”

“Yes, but I was afraid someono wns
coming, I heard such n nolse through
the grapevines, so I got what I could
und ran for it. There's three aplece
for you, and two for me,” snld Connle,
sitting down soclably beside them on
the hay,

But Carol rose, “Damscel, begone,”
she ordered, “When Skull and Cross-
bones feast, thou canst not yet share

big, tempting

the festive board, Ise thee, and
speed.”
Connle rose, and walked soberly

toward the lndder, But before she dis-
appeared she flred this parting shot,
“I don't want any of them. Stolen
apples don't taste vory good, I reckon.”

Carol and Lark had the grace to
flush a lttle at this, but however the
stolen apples tasted, the twins had Ho
difiiculty in disposing of them, Then,
rull nhmost beyvond the point of com-
fort, they slid down the hay chutes,
woent out the haek way, turned the cop-
ner, and come quietly in through the
rront door of the parsoungoe,

Prudence was in the kitchen prepar-
Ing the eyvening menl, IFuiry wns In
the sitting room, bhusy with her books,
The twins et the table consclentiously,
{illed the woodbox, and in every way
lnbored irveproachably, But Prudence
had no word of pralse for them that
evening,  She hardly seomed to know
they were about the plaee.  She went
ubont her work with o pale fnce, and
never o smile (o be seen,

supper was nemely ready when Cone
nle sauntered in feom the bharn, Aftor |
leaving the haymow, she hnd found o !
cozy corner in e cornerib, with two |
heavy Taprohes diseided by (he twing !
in their dight from wolves, and hod |
sottled down (here to finish her story, |
A= oshoe stepped into the kiichen Pra-
denee torned to her with sueh o sorey, |
repronchiful paze that Connie Wit |
frlehtoned,

YAre you sick, Prue?’ she gaeped, |

Prodenee did not answer,  She woent
to the door and ealled Fairy,  “Iinish |
setting supper, will you, alry? And!
whoenes you are all peadi, You o and the |
twins go vicht on eating, Don't wait
De =o't coming home untit |
evening, Came upstaivs with me, t'nn-l
uiey T wani to talk to yvou,”

Connle followed hor sistor sohorly
and the twins floshed ot each
anrtling and questioning looks,

The theee zivks were ot tablo when
PPradenceas eame into the dining room
slone, Bhe fdxed o feny-supper guietly
ot enrpied it ol upstades. Then she |
sue barele il st down by the tabile, |
Bt her faee hore marks of toars, and
shec hedd o appetite, e twins il |
Fele =l Hing for thele rfood hn-l'nl'v;‘
now cneh mouthtal seemed (o choko |
Heme s B they darved not ask nogues- |
tion. ’l'}ll"l' Wre

|
’|
other |

thevontly

“What is the maffor?
Leen hieombzelders
ST worse than dhgd faltered 'ru- |

denes

as Connie |

tears vushing to her oxes aeain, i
SWhyy, Pradence ! What in the world
has she done?” |

FIRST REGIMENT 18 i
LARGELY AUGMENTED
t'roops  Trom UII|_|1_ Resiments, are

Merged with 010 ¥isst 8, O, of |
which Loeal Company is o Part,

coneiderable excitemoent
on the sireets

WS caus-
Satnrday when
vinmor was starvted to (he effect thal
Coo Dy TSt Infantey, formerly the
Traynham” Guards of {his city, had
heen ordered to France,  The rumor
had its beginning, it is thought, from
sty reading of reports inothe morn-
Ing papers to the effect that oflicers
ol other reziments would be seni 1o
Ifrance and their men transferred to
the 1ISth, The transfer of men took
place, it is understood the carly part
ol thls week, Co. D zetting abhout 00
men or nearly enough to bring it up
mll war strength.  The article, a
second reading of which Later allayed
tirr uneasiness ol relatives  and
viends of the soldiers, was in part as
follows:

ireenville, Oct, 18, —The six train-
ine battalions of the Fifty-fifth Depot
Drigade, Tormerly the Pirst, Sceond
and Thivd Battalions of the Pirst Ten-
nessee Infantry, the Second and Third
Battalions of the First North aro-
lina Infantry, and the Third Battation
of the Second South Carolina Infan-
Ly to he incorporated with the
regilar regiments for their respective
States wmd all their commissioned of-
fleers of the vank of eaptain and above
are to leave for France as toon as
transportation can be provided, ac-
cording to unofliciul information to-
day,

According to information svailable,
Big, Gen, . D, Tyson, commanding
the brigade, together with one of his
two eolonels, both lieutenant colonels
and practically every major and cap-
tain, will leave at onee for France.
Their men will be transferred bodily
inte the One Hundred and Seven-
teenth, One Hundred and Bighteenth,
One Hundred and Nineteenth and One
Hundred and Twentleth  Infantry,
Regiments, formerly the Third 'Ten-
nessee, IMrst South Carolina and Sece-
ond and Third North Carolina, re-
spectively,  troops  being  assigned
whenever possible {o  organizations
from their own State. All non-com-
missioned officers will retain  their

il i

Tiy

are

thanltul |
when FPaivy finally voleed theie interest, |

Brades,
The training battalions  will not
take up their camp with the organ-

izallons o which they will be trans-
Levred until the departure of « thelr
ollicers,

How the Schoed May Reaeh the Home.

October (he 191 was Food Consor-
vation day and the teachers all over
the Unlted States were asked to tell
the school children something they
could do to help win the war, The
leachers were asked to tell the chil-
dren all they could about food conser-
vatlon and then require the children
to write a composition on the sub-
Jeet. The normpl class  of the city
schools wrote letters to their parcnty
instend of compositiond, Nelow s
one of he lettors wiggesting (e way
raval teachors may reach the homes
ol the people in iheir communities
throngh the school,

Laurens, 8,
Oct, 19,

| G
1917,
My
You have already learned that this
is food conscrvation dity, My teacher
has requested that | owrile you and
tell you how 1 can help America win
this war by ealing wisely, eating
enough and nor wasting, 1 think it
will bg a help to vou ta know this 1oo,
In hll? first place we ean help the
soldiers

Dear Mother:

by sending them as mueh
food as we can of the mos nutritive
vadue in the leas: shipping space. 'I'o
do this we ean buy legs amd cook no

more than is neeessary and when we | bones and shonld never e pub inte |

17.

Always Have PERUNA |

Mrs. L. A, Patterson, 1399 Kentucky
8L, Memphis, 'ennessee, writos:

“I have peen ‘a friend of Peruna
for many years. I have used it off
and on for catarrhal complaints and
found It w very excellent remedy,
1 have a small family of children,
Times are hard with us, but I can
scurcely aflord to do without Paru-
na, especlally during the seasofi of
the year when coughs and colds
are prevalent. We always recom-
mend Peruna to our neighbors, for
the benelit it has heen to uys.”

'For |
Coughs

4

in the
Home.

and Colds [

| ®,

Recommen;l
It to Our Neighbors.

Those who object to

liquid medi-

cines can*procure Peruna Tablets,

.

71

I am sincere!

My mjetlicinc
and howels so you lose

Ugh! Calomel Sickens; Salivaizs!

L

a day’s worlk,

dacs nob upscs liver

Calomel loses you a day!, ‘1'0:1‘
know what calomel iz, I ner-
cury s quicksilver,  Calomel is dan- |
gerous, 16 erashes info sowr hile
like dynamite, cramping and sicl-

ening  you.  Calomel  atlacks the |

et not take any more on one plide | Your system,

than is absolutely NOCCHANTY,

When you feel hilions, =ln _":'fé'.i.'

We enn eal less of wheat, beef, pork, | constipated and all knocked oul and |

dairy  products and sumar and o e

believe you need o dase ¢ " mrerons |

SRS E L AT s R g ey
more of other fouds of whieh wo have | ctlomel just vemember  hat you

an abundance,

The idea of having a wheailess oy

is a very mood plan, and | think you

should adopt it, Vegolables,
beans, take the place of meat,
hutier nistead o fmoeat also,
ervthing that left over from
meal in some way for the noyt.
olhiey plan

s1eh as

s oye

is e

An-

soaod is not to let the

(ehildren cat beiwoeen moenls,

Hope this will be of some bhenefit

Liowingly,
Annie Hoelje,
Grover Richey Gets Promotion,
Amaone the veeem
vounced ol Comg

nrotmolions an
fhitt of
Corporat Grover O, Hichey, 1o sergennt

sergeant Richiey is attached to the an-

Sovier s

eore and
slstant

hidanee corps undor
omaking o valuable as
depnrtient

L R T

.

[Tse |

[ 1o you also in helping America '.'.inf
(this war,

|
i
|
|
|

|
|
|
|

I that
]
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druggist sells Tor a fow
Lot{le of Dodson’s Liver
is entirely veoctible ang
take and Teel ¢

13 1

cilonmel, 1
rouyp PEverts sl sty
istchey ol ean not sali
I RIATTR :'IZ-!-:.':'
djel the next LUR {0y
work, Dodsans Liver
ons vou richil up ool
Give it to the ¢l

sinfed

coentsa laree
Tone, which
I pleasant to
whstitute lor
to siark
ringr yorr wn
Vil

it makes von
vanday's

n:.u‘ sirnichi=

well,

s
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which will fell yvon mans

vourr shoukd know TLetor
ot ovdor farca maonan
i Fire Write Tor i1,

The dnreest smd hest o
Monvmental Mitls in
linas,
GREEMNWOGD, -
RALEIGH, - > !
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serve you.

County Fair day.

drinks for you.

water and cold or hot drinks of all kinds.

will have hot drinks as well as cold.

County Fair visitors are invited to call upon us
We will be glad to see you.

Our store is headquarters for ice cream, soda

If the

day happens to, be warm, we will have cold

If it happens to be cold, we

Regard-

less of the weather we will be prepared to

ments with you.

Can’t we sell you a Victrola Friday?

Do it!

Spring a

surprise on the folks left at home by carrying

back one of those wonderful musical instru-

POWE DRUG COMPANY

A P



