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Nowvelized From tho Metro Wonderplay
Serlal of the Same Namo, in Which
Francis X. Bushman and Bovorly
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BY J. M. LOUGHBOROUGH.
Author of the Novelizution of Clydo
Fitch's play, “Her Sister,” “llis Back-
door Romance,” and other short storles,

CHAPTER 1,
! THE BECRET SEVEN,

“Good moruning, June. I[low
patient?”

Jane Warren, the middle aged, carve-
worn housekeeper for Multimillionalve
Thomas Clarke, trembled at the ques-
tlon, Giving way to u sudden burst of
emotion, she clinched her fists and
glared reproachfully at Dy, Zulph.

“You ought to know, You ure the
physiclan,” she exclaimed,

“Come, come,” snld Zulph, gazing

Is the

coldly yet earncstly ut hoer with hls
fishy eyes, “no anger. 1 know hew to

of the room she turned and saw Clarke
writlng, e was signing the will, She
hurried to the telephone,

Zulph at n meeting of the most ras-
cally band of brainy  criminals tho

world ever suw received hor essago !

and smilingly dedivered it to Me Great
Muster,  'Uhis individual, keen oyed,
alert, well groomwd, bore all the oul-
wiard marks ol a prosperous business
mun,  For yars he had direeted the
operations: of M'he Seeret Seven, o band
that garncrved gold from overy avene
of ¢rime,

Meanthme Frederiek, the butler, was
hastening (o Deverly Clarke's homo
o the outskirts of the city with the
note that meant milltons to her, And
tealling the unsuspecting servant was
o band af the most villainous thugs
in New York, They werd led by two

gun anen who had taken a posterndunte |

conrse in the College of Crime
who were famillaely known as The
Ruat and The Spider. When Frederiek
entered the Clarke home the two lead-
ers posted their wen aronngd it

“Let’'s phone the Big Chiet,”
gestod 'he Itat.

SugE-

woman.  Understand vight now that |
you must obey my orders baplicitly,
1t you do not"—

“You whl expose somoething In my
life I have been (eving (o hide,” ju-
terrupted Jane In n weary, faraway
tone—"you aml your Great Mastey
and your Sccret Seven”  Zulph re-
colled in anmnzement,

“The less you s=ay about the Great
Master and The Seeret Seven the bot. |
ter off you will Lo, he thundered,

“Why shouldn’t 1 speak of them fo |
you? replied Jane, “Hlaven't T been
in Mr. Clarke's home  for  years?
Haven't I seen you and the olher vile
members of your orgnnization come !
and go? Don't I kivow that Mr, Clarke
13 one of the brainiest of 'The Seeret
Seven; that most of hig Money  was
piled up through erime'—

“Ah" broke Y Dr. Zulph, smiling
outwardly, but raging inwardly, and
regolving that Jane Warren should fol-
low Clarke on u ‘journey (o eternity.
“You know Clarke for what he really
s, IIe is now n very slek man.'

“Yes," said June, “he is a sick man,
and you are a physician attending him,
Heaven help Thomas Clarko 1"

“And  heaven help Jygge  Warren,”
whispered Zulph, his fnee Close to hers,
“Heaven help Jane Warren it ghe
doesn't do ns I say. 1 have brought
a will here with me. I want you to
gee that Thomns Clurke signs it. Since
you know so mucih about his affnirs
you probably know—-sick nuwen, alwnys
tell their troubles-—that, by grace of |
what The Seeret Seven has done for
him, he has pledged himself to leave
all of his wealth to The Sceret Seven.”

“I do,” sald Jane. *“Detter far If lmi

|
|

1

would leave his money to poor Bev- !
erly Clavke, his nlece, whose father—
his own brother—he swindlod, And'!
tho girl 1s now living in poverty with
her mother."

“Thomasg Clarke is going (o keep his
promise,” snecred Zulph, rumbling in
his pockets and finnlly drawing forth |
a small bottle Aled with o doark Haguid.
“Ho will keep bls proise - and e dies
today. Jane, you have one of (wo
things to do—either obey me and you
will be rewarded hand=omely, or re
fuse to obey and be punishel.  Refusn)
means ruln; obedience monns opulence,
I want you, as soon as [ have depart- '
ed, to see that Mr. Clarke signs his
will.  Then offer o tonst (o his health,

“In one of your glaszes of wine plnce
two drops from this bottle.  One drop
produces n prolonged sleep; twao drops
kill, Let him deink of (he glass with
two drops i it 1 am o golng 1o o meet.
ing of T'he Secret Seven.  You have
my telephone number,  As soon s
Thomus Clurke has signed the will tel- |
ephone me. T'hen when he i3 dend —
poor man—telephone again,”

Let alone, Jane pondered over her
frightful plight.  Zulph was 0 power-
ful man In New York, e was of (hat
modern Jekyll and Hyde t(ype that
grasps money and crushes nll opposl-
tion by fale means or foul in one phase
of life anll I8 n smug, respected citizen l
in another, Bhe thought of going to
the pollce and exposing him,  If sho
did he would enly bring about her un-
dolng, for Zulph had it In hig power (o
blast her whole Hle, And she had (eled
to live down what she had done years
ago, Well, she wns weak. She knew
it.  She took the will to alling Thomng
Clarke,

YA pen oand ok, he sadd when he
gaw It,  “Quick! My leart—I do not
belleve I wlll live much longer, Call
Fredeoriek!” Jane summoned Ireder-
ick, the butler, and then delivered the
pen and ink, As she reached the door

A SHOVEL AGAINST A

cure such a symptom in you, my gool |

pEenk for Deverly,
i ATHTR

Cthe
I himselt amd stoothing his closely crop-

PISTOL,

‘Phey did,. The Great Master recely.
ed their message and swore nloud at
e, ZAulph.

SWhat was 002 the physician asked,

“IEowas aoreport from e Spides,”
he replicd, “You yonrselt should have
put Clavke out of the way,  1le has
It is plain to me
when June Warren thonght he
way sitning that will he was wrlthog
anote to Beverly Clarke.”

SWhat of ome two squands !

P Aulph in nlarm,

“They will Kiduap the givl,” replied
leader, now resaining control of

ped muostache with his long, wiry fin-

pEers. U“Now deb's procesd with (he reg-
fular reports.”

Aud so while the reports were belong
heard  Willinm Montgomery  Strong,
handsome, styviish, waoealthy, was dely-
ing his tandem on the ontskicts of the
city stenizht into one of the greatest
secrels of The Scerel Soven,

Sleong was o youth who had Hved
for innocent pleasure nmd et 1he rest

af the world take care of itseli. On
this particular day the sun enressed
him from o clondlosy sky, und the

groeat out of doory
estosong o him. Steaightway he he-
came o chidd of the siuser, Puriing
the reins over (o his funky, he told
Wim to drive biok 1o the elub, while he
seboout for o cross countey ran,

e b covercd half a mile when o
thish of soncthing strange eaused him
to halt abiruptly.

15 nature's swoeet-

He saw three men

dart from a rondway into o streteh of
woods, aml he  was  sure that e
limpsed o woman's  skiet Letween

them,  Inclination told him o
his own business, but instinet snid that
something was wrons, o gazed in-
tently towsard the woods, every sense
nlert, nntil he heavd o el ery of
distress,

e ran townrd o ramshackle house
in the woods and teied the door, It
yielded, 1e stepped inside to find The
Spider, The Bat and o (i gangster
holdine Dever!y ke,

Slrong fele that WS Ole
e mendnse three, Ot shot his eight,
ard down tell vae tan, Nost ‘Uhe ot
crutmplod ap under a0 blow from
left, and he gathered he Splider Iy
his nrms ol lim
window,
toericnl givl

“Hunt™ he wreed. “Follow me!" She
A, They ted to the woods,  In the
distunce they saw an abandoned baen,

L=l

They made for 3, enterod and hureed |

the door,  The threee Kidoapers, now
resenforeed by their entire band, sup-
rovded i
fo, they put dyoamite ander the strue.
tre nnd seuervied for safety,  Strong
suw the smoke from e sputtering
fuse.  Lifting the il fn his arms, he
swung her threough the window, nd
both reachied the shetter of a hige tree
Just nyg n
pliee.
The gangsters came forward and dug
through the wreekage, expecting  to
i two bodies,  Soon they realized
that thele victhm and her resener h

escaped, nnd they begnn auothor, hinpg | @400 !

through the woods, One of them, pls.
tol In hnd, ran full upon St rong g
the givl, The elibiman disarmed him
und, secing the other ganestors an-
proacivings, called to hoer to tlee,  As
she v toward norondway 1he Rut
geaimpered aftee her,

“Now," yelled Strong, “it's a buneh |

ngninst
o Yoil,
ahont 1ty

(nd Chapter 1)

one! - And I've got (he drop
What are you going to do

and |

|
!
|
I
I meny,
|
|
|

ngkod |

miwd |

ool

his |

|
through n
Then e turned to the hys- |

———

|
I:llll]:ul‘!!_\.', who elabing that o few drops
|
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BRAZIL 1S NEARING
THE BREAKING POINT

Great Sentlment in Brazil Favoring a
Break In Diplomatic Relatlons, Note
be Published Todny,

| Rio Janiro, Brazil, Feb 1 -—The for-

| vign minister, Dr. Dauro Muller has

been in conference during the last 42

hours with President Weneeslan Bras

and with members of the diplomatie
corps. e is also in constant commn-

Cleation with the Brazilian cimbassy al

Washington. T'he Brazillion reply to

the German noto regarding naval war-

fare probably will be made known lo-
morrow,  There is reason ' to believe
that the attitude maintained by Drazil

npto the present time win ndergo a

Lehange as a resull of recent develop-

| nients,
In this city the break in relations
hetween the United States and Ger-
many ereated o deep impression and
the action of (he
Wis ajpiroved
The league of (he
resolution wrglng
Brazil ot
nil nealeality

American  govern-

enthusiastieally,
allics  adopted a
the  President of
e end the crimi-
which shames ug be-
fore the world and injures us Ceonon-
mically and financially, while

3] 1)

i s-
Ling s o e suspectod by the Mlies
1;1:4 passive gecomplicos of The Gornn
Frovernmoent,

! Medeiros e Albuguerque, o wmem-
; ber of the ehamber of deputios, in the
|t'nll|!m-utin;; in his newspaper on the
penmrrent opinion that Beazil will follow

e present  poliey  of the United
[ Slafes expresses  vegrel “that Brazil
Ill;l.: missed the opportunity 1o take
rtllll action which the diznity of her

| traditions comnyouded her o o so

longe o namaely (o take her position

on the gide of the Allies.”

| “With 1the roree of such o poliey,”
| b continunes, “we shonld have sained
ceronomie advantuees  for wie would
have fouml onrsetves hound un with

the commereinl interests of the sreal-
cal nations in the It again
it noble aspieation of the Brazilian
people, cowardice
e e etivitie:
e

wWorkld

ol the one hand
ol Germanism in
bumidlinting  Brazil,  have
reduced us to unfortunaie situation in

which we find onrselves today.”

oliver,

CLIP THIS AND PIN
ON WIFE’S DRESSER

Cincinnafti man tells how (o shrivel
up corns or ealloses so they it on
with fingers,

[ Oueh 21 22t Phis kind of rough
adk will be beard jess hoeve In fown
LIl peopio traubled with corns will fol-
low the simple advice of (his Cineinnati

ol o drug ealled freczonge
plied 1o a tender, nehi orn o har!
encd callus glops sorcness at onee, and
soont the corn or callus deies up and
litts right offt without pain.

He sayvs freezone deies bmmedianely
and never inthones or even irritaies
the surrounding skin, A small bottle
of freczone will cost very Mo ol any
driag store, but will posiively remove
eNery hard or soft corn or eallus fromw

when ap

one's feel, Milllons of Muorican wo-
nen will weleonme this announeenent
since the fnaugnration of  the  high
heels, 10 yonre dengeist doesn't have

Freezone tell him o order o
e for you,

small bot-

MINERAL MIXTURE FOR HOGS

Charcoal, Sulphur, Lime and Common |

Salt Assist in Keeping Sows in
Good Conditlon.

A shallow trongh containing n mix-
ture of charcoal, sulphur, air-sinked
Hme and common salt assists In Keep-
ing sows In good condition. This
mixture can be moade by mixing one
hushel of charconl with two pounds
of powdered sulphue, five pounds of
air-gslaked Ume and five pounds of
salt,  Wood and conl ashes domped
into the hog yard are benelicind and
will help to serve the same pprpose as
the mineral mixture above,

BREEDING CLUB 1S FAVORED

To the Interest of All Farmers to Get
Together and Buy Good Regis.
tered Stallion or Jack.

If there nre o mmber of good hrood
mares in your community and there 1s
not o good registered stallion or jonck
within rench, It will be to the inter-
esis ol all the farmers ol your neigh-

U borhood 1o Torm a co-operative bhreed-
| fng ctub and buy oo good individual,

Unable to batior thelr way |

T this o way the members wonlil got
oo service whthout o heavy Invest-
met.

( hanmberlnin's Tablets,
These 1ablets ave intendod especial-

Iy tor disorders of the stomach, liver
tremendons explosion took | 1oy q

1Y vou are troubled with
constipation

and howels,
heaviburn, indigestion o
they will do you good,

SUFFERING AND ST RGERY
e avolded by using
o @ :

SEMEDY

MLE

Relieve yonrselt  of  this ailment

al home,  Easy o nse and ll]ul’nllli'.ll-
Iy dependable,  Sold only by us abe
wnd 3100, i

Fureka Drg Co, Lavvens and Watls

MilL

25 Per Cent

OFF

DAVIS-ROPER
COMPANY’S

OFF

| 25 Per Cent

o
oo
e )

Special Winter Clothing Sale

very best manufacturers.

For the next 10 days we will give 25 per cent off
on any man’s or boy’s winter suit or overcoat.
clean, new, up-to-date suits and overcoats made by the-

Al

Made to fit and fit to wear.

An opportunity to buy that suit at a satisfactory savirigf‘;

higher for fall.

$12.00 Suits, less 25 per cent

15.00 Suits,
17.50 Suits,
20.00 Suits,
22.50 Suits,
25.00 Suits,
30.00 Suits,

less 25 per
less 25 per
less 25 per
less 25 per
less 25 per
less 25 per

$ 9.00
11.25
13.12
15.00
16.88.
18.75
22.50

cent
cent
cent
cent
cent
cent

A suit bought now at 25 per cent reduction means even more
than that, for prices on all clothing wiil bo tigher and i$ much

-
-

- .
. .

DAVIS-ROPER COMPANY

25 Per Cent
OFF

LAURENS’
BEST STORE

| 25 Per Cen_t
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technique, all of the poetry of

by Edison’s new art.

—TTTTITI L
ey

pretations and all of the rich tone of his
priceless violin are faithfully re-created

i Come to us and hear I,

We are the ones. Our store is the
place. Hear idison’s New Art

Zhe NEW [EDISON

more distinctive than a Strad

The actual re-creation of all forms of music—not the
mere mechanical and only approximate reproduction,
_ which is characteristic of all talking machines, (all other
g devices for the reproduction of sound)

Already there are on sale over 1,000 different selec-
tions, (examples of this new art), and other new sclections
are issued weekly by the Edison Laboratories.

Albert Spalding

America’s greatest violinist, proving by
actual comparison that all of his brilliant

Spaldi

his inter-
Hear |

mastelly

himselt

dison

FLEMING BROTHERS

Laurens, S. C.

have mud!
art with ident

’ s actual ve-creation of the
work of the world’s greatest artists.

vris one of the many artists who
eosimudar tests of Edison’s new
al results.
Core-creation of Spalding's
bowing, then hear Spalding

st s

No oblivation
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