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VERY DEPLORABLE TRAGEDY AT
LANFORD STATION TUESDAY

Father Mistakes Son For
Burglar.

OSCAR LANFORD
MEETS DEATH

Capt. J. W. Lanford Mistakes Son for
Burglnr and Shoots Him With Re-
peating Ritle., Son Returns  Fire
Under Misapprehension, Wounding
his Father,

Early vesterday morning the news
was spread around the elty that bup-
elars had made o raid at Ora and Lan-
ford Station in {his county and that
in the confusion following' an attempt
to cateh him at Lanford Station, Capt,
JoW. Laford had shot and mortally
wounded his son, Oscar Lanford, and
himsoell had received a bullet wound
from tie pisto] of his son. The burglar
escaped during the rusillade, but if
the oflicers ave confirmed in their be-

ief, he  was  later apprebended  at
Woodruff and yesterday about  noon
was placed in the county jail  here.

Jdewelry andother things found on the
person of the man arrested convince
the officers that they have svcured the
right man,

The burglar made his first visit to
Ora, a small station on the C. & W. C,
railrond between here and Spartan-~
burg., He ransacked the office of Dy.
R. H. Bryson, but secured nothing that
appealed to him. From there he was
next heard of at the home of Mr. W.
T. Blakely. Mr, Blakeley saw him
standing In hig room and thinking per-
haps that it was his son, George, halled
him, saying "Is that you, George?" The
man replled "Yes', but backed through
the hath-room and sleeping porch, Mr.
Blakely saw that he was going toward
Lanford Station so he telephoned Mr.
Scott Higglns, giving the warning, Mr.
Higgins notified Mr, Oscar Lanford and
Mr. Jim Fleming, but remained at
home himself on account of his wife
who was afraid to stay alone. Mr. Os-
car Lanford and Mr. Fleming awoke
Capt, John W, Lanford and they await-
ed the burglar at the depot.

About 4:30 o'clock a man was seen
to come down the road toward Mr.
Drummond’s store, which was in the
direction of Ora but on the opposite
side of the street from the depot, the
raflroad being on the east side of both,
The man was seen to circle the store
building, using a flashlight to liglit his
way. For some reason, he decided not
to enter this store and started toward
the depot behind which the watchers
here shielding themselves. Mr. Flem-
ing thought it best not to halt him
here, so advised the Messrs Lanford to
remalin still while he went arvound to
the other end of the depot where he
could halt the burglnr with more safe-
tyv. IPleming starvted around, but before
he reached the end of the depot  he
heard Capt. Lanford cry “Halt" and
the shooting began.  Capt,  Lanford,
who survived the tragedy, was uncer-
tain exactly as to what oceurrved, hat
in the confusion it appears that Oscar

HPantord vushed in front of his father

and between him and the bhurglar and
received o bullet from Cant, Lanford's
rifle,  Deing some distanee apart, o
son evidently mistook his fathier tor
another member of the gang and shot
at him while falling the bullet wound-
imgs Capt. Lantord stightly on the inside

of the chigh, Me, Fleming, who carricd |
| neters,

n shot gun loaded with buck-shot, shot
Whether the burglar shot at
all is not known, e made his escapo
toward Enoree and Woodruff, A man
answering his deseviption and earrvying
a fMlashlight and a few simple tools was
arrested by Chler of PPolice Kellett at
Woodernf yesterday morning and hand-
ed over to the oficers from this coun-
ty. Sherifl Walts 1s ocnfldent that he
hag the right man, In additlon to the
things mentioned above, the supposed
burglar had on hig person a searf pin
and heavy gold band rving, thought to
bo the property of Mrs., Blakely, (e
sofuses (Grgive any information ag 1o
himself. When arrested he was par-
tially Intoxicated. =
Lanford Station was thrown into a
proat confuslon by the tragedy and a
pale of gloom was cast over the little
town on account of the tragedy and its
peentiarly sad elremmstances,  Capt,
Tanford, though slightly wounded, is
prostrate on account of the death of

THE MeDANIEL GINNERY

DESTROYED BY FIRE

Total Loss of Ginnery Bullt near Lau-
rens Cotton Mills Three Years Ago.
The McDaniel Ginnery, located on

East Main street near the depot and

owned and operated by My, S. (3. Me-

Danlel, was totally destroyed

fire of unknown origin betw.en 2 and

3 o'clock Saturday morning. When

dlscovered the blaze had already made

such headway that the five depariment
was unable to save any part of it, By
ceficetive  work, however, (he seed

house on one side of the gin and a

large barn on the other side were

saved,

by a

The ginnery was erecled and sup-
plicd with machinery three years ago
at an approximate cost of $5,200, Seed

|
and ofher things in the building |
brought the total value (o l]t‘l!l‘l_\'i
$6,000.  Mr. Meianicl carvied insur-|

ance policy ol 32,500,

On aeccount of the advanced stage
at which the fire was discovored My,
MeDaniel sald 1t was diflicult to judge
of the cauge of it, although he ox-
pressed the opinion that it was caught
by a lighted match or eigarette care-
lessly thrown among inflammable ma-
terial by trespassers.

Mr, McDaniel spoke very highly of
the work of the fire department and
expressed his apprgciation of wheir
services and the services of friends
who assisted. Because of the low
pressure in the water maing, the
pumping apparatus on the fire truck
was especlally valuable In saving
the seed house and barn,

SALES WERE FEW.

Only Four Sales Held on the First

Balesday of the Year,

Monday, though the first salesday of
the year, was a very qulet one, due to
the unusually bad weather and the
fact that there were only four small
tracts of land put up for sale. All of
these were through the Cerk of Court's
office and were as follows:

J. C. Smith et al, vs Mrs, J, A, Mc-
Chesney, 34 acres near the town of
Waterloo, sold to B, P, Walker for
$1.020.00,

Commercial Bank of Rutherfordton,
N. C., vs Nora Mills et al, 41-2 neres
known as the Dr, Poole homeplace,
sold to R. A. Cooper, attorney, for
$1,900,00,

Andrew Garrett vs I, W, Williams
et al, one acre near Watts Mills, sold
to R, K. Babb, attorney for $20.00,

T. K. Jones as administrator, it
acres near Fountain Inn o ¢, C,
Jones for $21775,00,

Mrs, Henrletta Parkins.

Mrs, Henrietta Parkins,  wife  of

the late Capt. Charles Parkins, one

o b
of Greenvilies oldest and best known

women, died early this  morning at
her  home, 128 Howe streot;  after a
lingerving illness, She was in her 81st
yoar,

Mrs, Parkins was born July 1L,

woin Laurens  county, the eldest
daughter of Jefferson Sullivan, She
marvreicd Captain Charles Parking in
IS, He preceded her to the erave
seven yearss She is survived by one
brothor, two sisters and seven chil-
dren.

In the death of Mes, Parkins
ville has lost one of lier lovliest elinr-

Groen-

She was o goold neighbor and
kind and loving mother,  From her
carly girlhood she was a member of
the Methodist Episcopal chnreh, South,

For the past six years she had been

vasufferer, bt bore the ailliction with

great fortitude, —Greenville News,

Mr, W. B, Blakely, who lives on Rt
G came in Monday andas  he said,
started  off the new  year right by
renewling bhls subseription o The Ad-
vertiger, :

nbout middle azed, married and with
geveral children,

The capture of the fugitive was due
largely to the prompt efforts of (he
loeal officialg In getting the news of
the tragedy clreulated and asking of-
fleers in nearby towns lo be on the
look-out, Policeman  Kellett, who
mught the man, I8 from  Sullivan
township, this county, and s widely
known in the county, having been g

his son, Osear Lanford was a mnnJ candidato for sheriff last summer,

COLUMBIA WINS FIGHT
FOR FARM LOAN BANK

Caroling Capltal Gets One of Twelve,
Georgln, Florida and 'Fwo Carelinns
Comprise the District,

Washington, Dee. 27.—Two days
later than the preseribed time for re-
celving Christmas presents, hut prob-
ably none the less appreciated for this
slight delay Columbia this morning
was given one of the farm loan banks
by Willlam ¢. McAdoov, sceretary of
the treasury, and the members of the
farm loan board after one of the most
interesting and exciting contests with
150 other cities throughout the country,

Golumbia did not win the fight for
the bank without effort. It got into the
pame when, months ago, it was prac-
tically certain that there would he a
farm loan bank in the near future.

Following initial efMorts made  at
tha! time, it kept on  fighting  and
when about three weeks azo, It was

stated that it might lose the bank, in-
sead of sulking its business mon I_n’ul:
hold of the sitvation with renewed ef-
fort, the result being the presentation
of the banlk this morning.  That Co-
lumbia has won the fight in COm -
tition with such eities as Birminghaf,
Nashville, Jacksonville and others, 150
of them altogether, speaks well for the
concertod business activity of the capi-
tal eity. Had its eitizens falled (o keep
up their fight, especially when it look-
ed as If they were whipped, Colum-
bia would have lost, instead of win-
ning a magnificent victory.

MRS, CELISTA ROBERTSON,

Widow of the Late Lewis Robertson
Died at her Home In This City Sat-
urday.

Mrs. Celista Robertson, widow of the
late Lewis Robertson, died at her
home, the old Robertson Hotel, in this
city Saturday morning after an illness
of a few hours. Death was'due to a
collapse thcldent upon advanced age.

Mrs. Robertson was in the 87th year
of her age, her husband having pre-
ceded her to the grave about eight
Years ago, Before marriage she was
a Miss Owings, she and her husband
having been residents of the Gray
Court section of the county. She is
survived by two sons, Messrs W, C. P,
Robertson and Watt T. Robertson, and
one daughter, Miss Mary Rolerison,
all of this elty.

The funeral services were held at
the Robertson burying ground near
Gray Court Sunday, being conduectled
by Rev. W. A, Fail’, pastor of the
First Methodist church of this city.

Mrs, Robertson was a gentle, kindly
woman, beloved by all those who knew
ker, She was greatly attached to the
old home and seldom during recent
years left its walls.,

Postal Reeelpts Inerease,

Assistanl Postmaster D, M. Nor-
wooil states that the postal receipts
for the fiseal year just elosing, in-
cluding receipts from stamps, postal

cards, box rents  and second elass
matter, amonnted (o 05709, The
year's business shows o gain over

1S when (he receipis were $11,801,00,
By reaching the $13,000 mark this of-
fice earns an of 3100 per
year for i postmaster, the saliry be-
Ing inereased FLL00 Lo F2.000,
None of the other emplayvees of the
oflice profit by the inerease.

increase

lrom

Annunk Assoefationni Conference,

The above meeting will be hold with
the Pirst Daptist ¢hureh on
12th,  Every chureh in the associa-
tion Is expected to send their pastor
and at least two lay members.  The
following s tho program:

The morning service will begin with
the devotional meeting at ten o'elock,
conducted by Rev., W, R, Collins.

January

10:30 to 11:00—Every member  can-
vass,  Samuel HL Temipleman,
11:00 to  11:45-—8ystematic  Giviog,

Rev. R, J. Willinms, Rev, R, (1,
Lee,
145 to 12:30—Atlanta Daptisg Lay-

men's Convention-

() What is 1t? O, B, Bobo,

(h)  Who should go? Who o (3
Wharton,

tey Wil it help the Laurens As-

sociation? . I, Roper,
12:30—Sermon by 12, M, Lightfoot,
Atternoon, ;
Apportionments for 1917 considered
and approved by the messengers from
the varlous churches,

GERMAN PROPOSALS
REJECTED BY ALLIES

Declared War Maneuver by
Allies.

JOINT NOTE IS
SENT FROM PARIS

Entente Retfuses to Conslder Teutonie
Note which 1t Considers Empty and
Insincere.  ReswonsIbility  for  the
War Charged to Germanie Allies,

Paris, Dee, 30, —In reply to the of-
fer of Germany and her allies for a
beace conlerence, the Entente Allies,
in a collective note, decly re, that they
“refuse 1o consider o propos=al whieh
s mpty and insineore,” The note wis
handed to the Nmeriean Ambassadaor,
Wi, Graves Sharp, today by P'remicr
Briand, and was made public =imul-
tanconsly in London and in Payis,

The  Fntente  Alliod

BoVernments,
fnsist that peace

no is  possible  so
long as they have not seeured ropara-
tion for violated rights and liherfies
and the free existence of small stafes
and have not brought about n sl le-
ment for the future security of the
world.  The note declares that the
proposal of the Central Powers is not
an offer of peace, but a “war mancu-
ver'. It is declued to he founded on
“ealeulated misinterpretation of the
charaeter of the struggle in the past,
the present and the future.”

The note does not specifleally oul-
line the definite war aims of any of
‘he Mntente Eovernments, except Bel-
gium. Before the war, it s pointed
out, Belglum asked for nothing but
lo live In harmony with her nelgh-
bars. Assailed {n spite of the treaties
guaranteeing her violatibility, Belginm
the note says, has taken up arms to
‘defend her independence and ‘“her
neutrality violated by Germany."

Belglum's aim which is declared to
be the only alm of her king and gov-
ernment, Is described as "the reestab-
lishment of peace and justice. But
they only desire peace which would
assure to thelr country legitimate re-
paration, guaraniees and
for the future.”

The note, which is the joint act of
the Entente Powers, declares that the
bresent strife was desiroed, provoked,
and declared by Germany and  Aus-
tria-Hungary, and that  Germany
made no effort to bring about a pacil-
le solution of the trouble between lit-
tle Serbia ang Austria-ITIangary, as
did Great Brilain, France and Russia,
A peace concluded upon the Geor-
man idea would be only to the advan-
tage of the Central Powers savs the
note, while caused by the
war demand penalties, veparation and
Buarantees,

The German overtures are déserib-
ed as a calenlated attempt to influ-
ence the future course of the war and
to end it by imposing o Gorman peace,
The overiures also are said

safeguards

disasters

lo have
the effect of intimidating neutral pub-
lic opinion as well as to iiffen opin-

fon Iin the Central Poo wrs “waorn ont
by economic prossure and crnshed Ly
the supreme effort whiceh his heen ime-

posed upon their inhabitants,"

House Burned ot Watts Mills,

One ol the [ITRIVETE the
Watts Mills company, oeeupied by M,
Jim Thomas, was heavily damaged by
fire 1riday night about 7 o'vlock, The
Llaze originated in one of the closets
and spread very rapidly, almost vuin-
ing both the building the furni-
ture,  The ety five department went
to the assistance of (he mill dopart-
ment oand rendered ald, Mr,
Thomag earrvied no insurance on his
furniture, but the
building  insnred
amount,

large or

and

valunhle

had the
reasonable

company

up lo o

To Take Mr, Hilton's Place,

I Miller, of Vaughnoville, Hamp-
ton county, has aceepted the position
made vacant at the graded school by
the rvesignation of Mr, R, . Hilton,
who has aecepled a position in (he
war departiment o Washington.  Mr,
Miller i a graduate of The Citadel
and has had several years experience
as a teacher, In addition to his duties
in the clags he  will  have
charge of (he military fraining of the
boys,  Mr. Hilton,” who had made a
very efflefent  teacher, has many
friends here who regretted to see him
loave,
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MANNING'S ANNUAL
MESSAGE WILL BE

BRIEF

Doal With Broad ProMems,
Message  tor  Particular
The Insurance Mwdidde,

Speeial
Subjects,

Columbia, Dee, 29-—Governor Man-
ning returned this morning from a
hunt with Mr. I3, M.Baruch on his es-
tate in Georgetown County, and
once began work on his annual
sage o the general assembly,
githering materinl for the message
and will begin dictating it to  his
stenographer atl the first opporinnity.

The governor has intimated that his
annual message will be comparatively
brief and that it will deal only with
the broad problems facing the admin-
istration. e expeets to deal (hrough
special messages with partienlar sub-
joects,

al
mes-
e is

Tmportant matters
Crnme s expected
communieation
clude, insurance, leg
ing np on  the  prohibition Lw,
highway conmmission act, amendments

which
to toneh
the

e

LoV

in-
tighton-

i lawmakers

ilion,

to streasthen the state warchonse sys-
ten, linanees and education,

i the ol the
governor is expected (o semnd a gpecial
message anl he will probably do this
alter  conferences  with Chairman
Christensen of the senate inance com-
mittee, Chairman Liles of the house
whys and means committee,  Stale
Treasurer Carter, Comptroller Gener-
al Sawyer and Chalrman A, W, Jones
of the slate tax commission, 1t is prob-
able additional sources of revenue
will be recommended by the governor,

Of al]l the subjects to be deall with
by the chief executive, what he will
have to say of insurance legislation
will probably be of the greatest in-
‘terest. The special commission's re-
port is now before him and he has not
as yet given any indication of whether
he agrees with the findings of that
commnifssion or will make changes.
He has an open mind on the shbject,
it Is known and is gathering all of the
available information and discarding
that which does not answer the situn-
fion and taking the best ideas from
everything and everywhere.

fuestion finanees

What Governor ‘Manning will have
to say about the National Guard of the
stiate will attract attention, At the re-
cent conference of governors in Wash-
ington, he was quoted as saying that
he believed the National guard
doomed and whether he will repeat
thiz statement in his message and suge-
gest some other form of citizen sol-
diery is not known, The governar, like
all other patriotic ecitizens in Sonth
Carolina is known to be proud of the
record which the guard has made but
he feels that the saerifices entailed are
too greatl for the men to lay aside their
business and be sent away for months
to patrol a boundary, The governor
will undoubtedly enlogize the National
guard for it has won merited praise.

Wis

has

is

The governor now made
statemoent but L believed 1th
holds the opinion which a great many
other well informed men do, that une-
Lil the caste system is digearded rrom

any

the regular army, there I coing to
e tronble in sotting it reeprnited w)
o war strengith or o even to e

strengith, e Ly sodncthing (o
say alope this line in hig annua] moes-
spee for hoe thie Na

tional gunred, one the eaptain and the

T

hias two sons In

other a gergeant

in the eavalry troop
i - K [
the Charleston - Light Drasoons, now
doing border zcorvvice in Toxas and he

can speak from Hest hand intortoation

Governor Manning expects (o de
volte every minute of his spare tmoe
betweern now  amd the convenlnge of
the legislature (o writing his messago,

Covd of Thanks,

Me, s Mes, 1L R, Tumbling, of Ora,

whose il intant girl was elaimed
by death several davs oo, wish 1o
express their thanks to the Iviends

amd neighbors who were so kind amd

thonghttal of them in their bereave-
ment. The ehild was bt theee months
old and had been sick bitn o =hort
time,

Mres nmd Mrs, Humbert Beveaved,

News wayg received in the ¢Hy ves-
terday afternoon of the death of My,
and Mrs. 1L T8,
at a hospital In
child about old and
the only son, being named aftor s
grandfather, Capt. J, BB Humberi, of
Princeton, Y

Humbert's inrant
sSpartanburg,
gix

=07
The

wis woeeks

MEXICAN SITUATION
BECOMING UNCERTAIN

ject Protocol.

VILLA IS NOW
GAINING STRENGTH

Ary Oiticers are Urging Pershinge's
Withdrawal as a Military Step. Supa
pression of Bandit. Forces by Care
ranza’s Army Now NMeems Doubtiul,

Washingion, e, 3o, —lcreasing
evidence that Gen, Carranzia’s govern-
ment i being menaced by the bands
[ insurgents, wmp'llmi with the pros-
geets that the livst ehier will not
copt the Atlantic Cily portoctl, unless
the conditions it attaches to 1he with=
drawal of (he American troons i< elin-
inatod, has broughit the Mesi
ation

ac=

silt=
that

i
Lo o stage of aneertainy,
s causing growing convern hire,

While oflicials admit that the condi-
tions they confront are etharrassing,
and some hizh arioy oflicers are upe-
ing that Pershing's men be withdrawn
as o military step and regardless of
the conditions it is insisted thiat so e
there has been no change in the ad-
ministration policy. The American
members the  joinl commission,
which drew the Atlantic City portocol
will meet here Tuesday 10 go over
Gen. Carranza's request for modifica-
tion and to consider whether any bas-
is Is offered for further conferences
with the Mexican commission.

Chas. A. Douglas, au attorney for
Carranza, government, saw Counsellor
Polk of the State ‘Department today,
and is upderstood to have made a fur-
ther plea for withdrawal of the Lroops,

Several army officers of high rank
are no lopger atte‘nipting to conceal
their impatience over the jolnt com-
mission’s failure to secure ratification
of an agreement and openly are urg-
ing that the altered conditions in
Mexico make it imperative (o bring
the 12,000 men now in Mexico 1o M=
sitions on the border where they could
be handled to better advantage Ir it
became necessary.

Reports to the State and War De-
bartments,  supported unoflicial ad-
vices indicating that Villa is rapidly,
gaining strength in Northern Mexico,
that makes his
Carranza army

of

suppression by the
appear doubtiul. At
the same time followers of Folix IMaz
are sald to be making (ronble in the
South, while Manuel Palacz and athep
rebel leaders are goining  ground in
the Central portions of the Republie,
The oflicial advices indicated  that
Carranza forces jn Saltillo, two  davs
aBo were anticipating  an  attack by
Villa forees, The sovernor of the Statan
hitd divected that the sovernm: ni ar-
chilevis prepared for and
civilians  and ofiicials had
sent iheir ramilies (o the border, Syeas

prominent

remnvial

eo ol the Villa forees abont Tor-
rean, were confivimed by the pdviees,

Villa's operations in the past fow
weeks have convineed army ey hero
that he and other leaders of the pro-
.:rliun.‘u',\ novementl g fOolowineg w
plon of eampiign havine for theiy imea
mediante objeel 1h, recreuitinge inn
artyaml the collection of <ol nf
rather than the geeupation (R
Loy Itds pointed ont thar o TR
entered lowns of invportaneo W h
Novilery Mexieo, eleht tin 1y}
resumoed operations on o Lo il
Ry o surrender thowe e nowithont
dostrneple. The nel yednl| b By 10
ad 1o his fghting stre P«
“._ e

Unoflicial yenporete loday, that
bivndit eader was on his Wiy o Ohia
hualiua aeain ansed no sarpnise hore,
SINCo it s known that Gey, Vg i s
foree therve is not well o i I with
anmuanition and many storios of is=
alfection in his army hgve ciehed
rovermment agents on the hordor. 1t

I8 expocted that Vilhe will miniee avery
Cffort to dispose of (he Mursin forco

betore  the arrival of Gen, Oliregon,
reported 1o e on his Wity to Cliihun-
hna 1o take command,

In a considerable aren of Tuxpan,

Mannel Palacz, who has b 0o eon-
trol there far abonl (wa Yeirs, ha

hits 1roa
cently  extended  hije

aperntions  1o-

ward the Somth withont Gpno=ilon,
My 0L L Stone left livst Ilivivsdny
tor Atlanta 1o spend some e with

his som, M. W, Guy Stone,



