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A PARDON REFUSED
FOR G. C. BIGHAM

| Governor Blease Turns ilown Plen of
T Bingham's Mother, Whose Son

Was Comvieted of the Murder of

His Wile, a Laurens County  Wo-
nin.

! (From News and Courier.)

| A mother's pritiful plea was turned

down by Governor Blease, when he re-
pardon (i, C. Bigkam, the
young Georgetown doctor, who, with
W B Avant, his close friend.
victed at the fall term of Conrt in
1wl of the Killing of young Mis. Big-
hain, and each sentenced 1o o term
|ur three and a half in the
|I' both Bigham and
:'.-s-u-upinu from the community
ling still at large.

This is the second petition present-
ed to the this, however, he-
Ing the first formal petition, When it
wis sought some time ago to have
Avant pardoned, Governor Blease siaid
that before he
pers even,
in the hands of the law.
same positlon with regard to Bigham.

An Old Mother's Prayer,

The following is the petition of Dr.
Bigham's mother;

“The
Blgham respectfully shows that she is
the mother of Dr. G. C. Bigham,

I Tused to

years

cnitentiary, Avaut

ant be-

Governor,

who

charged with the killing of his wife,

on or about September 3, 1909 and
sentenced to 3 1-2 yvears in the Pen-
itentiary: that his wife was Ruth

Crisp, of
she

Lavrens  County; that
knew the relationship be-

ANNOUNCEMENT

We respectfully announce to our patrons

a practical cookimg and baking

Demonstration of the

““Caloric’’ Fireless Cookstove

You and your friends are cordially
invited to attend and partake
of the many good things
which will be prepared

in this wonderful fuel and labor saving
COOIL STOVE

Many seemingly impossible things will
be explain and you will learn why and
how the ¢<CALORIC''

roasts food in its

actually bakes and

raw state without

first partially cooking on an ordinary
stove or reheating before serving

M. S. Bailey & Sons

Clinton, S. C.

JUNE 19 TO 2241.
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tween her son and his wife and knows
that her son would not have wilfully
and knowingly Killed hls wife or been
noparty thereto!
of the Hon, 1. S. Bigham,
member of the State Legislature with |
Your Excellency during the eighth de-
cade of the nineteenth century: that
her husband was Instrumental in the
passage of a certain fish law that vary
materially affected the
arounl Georgetown,
Georgetown County
been very bitter
and family, and

fishers in and |
and the people of
have ever
against her husband |
this was the prime!
cause of the conviction of her son,
Dr. G, €. Bigham; that she humbly |
petitions your Kxeelleney to grant to|
her son, Dr. G. C. Bigham, a full and
free pardon, and your petitioner will
ever pray. Mres. M. M. Bigham,

“February 24, 1911."

From the daughter:

Y1, Margle Bigham, am the daughter
of the petitioner. | have lived and|
taught Georgetown  and
know petition is true

school near
that the above
and join in "

“Am Just Wild to See Yo'

A card is attached with the petition,
this eard being not admitied as evi-
dence at the trinl. The News and
Courier correspondent at the time, at-
tending the trinl, printed a portion of
this card. The eard addressed to Dr.
G, C. Bigham from his wife while she
was visiting her relatives in Laurens
County just prior to the killing, reads
as follows;

“Ruth.”
From Senator Tillman.

Senator Tillman wrote the follow-
ing letter under date of March 30,
1911, from Trenton:

“Mrs. L. 8 Bigham, 307 Buncombe
Street, Greenville, 8, - My Dear

Madam: I have your letter of March
27. There is a mistaken
foing the rounds that
Influential *with the
matter of pardons,
due to the
to couple

impression
I have become
Governor in the
I presume this is
of the newspapers
Governor Biease and myself
together, | asked for only one
pardon and that was for a white boy
at Clemson, whose stepfather, accord-
ing to the story, was whipping
his mother and hie shot him,

“I rememhber
IMeasantly

desire

hiave

hoy's
yYour  husband  vyery
in the days that are past
and would be glad to help yvou, 1 will
take pleasure in signing a petition for

Your son, if you wiii send It to me.
[ think Avant the guilty man and
ought to be punished,

Very saincerely yours,

“D. R, Tillman."
Came In Person,

The old mother of Dr. Bigham came
In person to the Governor's office
bringing her son's petition for par-
don with her. She sat with others
awalting their turn In the outer room
of the executive offices and finally,
tiring of the long walit, left the pa-
pers at the office and went home, It
was she who also sat through the
three days' trial in Georgetown, and
when the verdict was announced np-
peared to be the most affected of all
In the Court room.

Governor Blease did not conslder
the petition long. He had announced
his determination not to take up this
cage unless the fugitives were In the
hands of the law.

Killed Yonne Woman,

Mrs. Ruth Criepp Bigham, a young
woman 23 years uld, the wife of Dr.
G. C. Bigham, was ki/led at sundown
on Eeptember 4, 1909, “I'here were no
witnesses to the deed other than the

State |

would consider the pa- |
the man would have to bcl
He takes the |

humble petition of M. Medora |

wis convieted in Georgetown € ounty, |

that she is the widow |
who was a |

principals, and the lonely beaelh twen-
ty-five miles from
Murrell’s Inlet

It appeared for
would be had,
ed In mystery,

But on October 21, 1909, the two
men.: G, C. Bigham and W, I Avont,
faced a jury,

The husbhanl and his friend sought
to show that they sitting on the
||u|rt'h of the cottage on the inlet, and
that they saw an “object” =ome dis-
tance from them coming around the
| house; that they hailéd this “objeet™
and not receiving any Avant
ired. Relying upon the section of the
code where it s stated a flecing per-
son may be hailed and if no response,
|d|-:;l: with, the defendants sought to
lslm\\‘ that this was what happened nt
| that close of day when pretty Ruth
| Crisp Bigham went 1o ier death.

' The State was handicapped, as much
could not be brought out at the trial
I that was whispered around the com-
munity. |
Yerdici of Manslanghter,

After u trial of nearly three days, |
at 4:10 o'clock n tie
| the third day the jury returnod a ver- |
|dl(-1 of guilty of manslaughter; there
was added thereto the effect of ree-
ommendation to mercy, when the two |
defendants were each sentenced to
three and @ half years behind prison
bars. It was recognized at George- |
‘|town during the trial that a clear
|case of murder had not been made |

Georgotown  on

awhile as if no I|'i:1
the death belng shroud-

were

Wis con=- |

FespOnse

| people that was what
| fendants were guilty of.
sible maotive wis advanced that Mrs.
| Bigham knew too much about a case
in Florence that Avan:
| in and that it was desired that she hu
out of the way,
Never Served Sentence,

the two

Released on $1,500 bond, pending |
|appeual, the defandants have never |
lgone within the Penitentiary save rm':

Iu short while. Avant was there for

|su|‘l keeping, being later released on
|I|.thvua corpus proceedings, and  his
thond inereased to $3.000,

The Supreme Court confirmed
verdict of the lower Court,
| Where Dr. Bigham and Avant are
.1- not known here. At least one of
"their bonds was estreated.

Mysterious Case,

| This was a most mysterious case.
| From the very moment that Mrs, Big-
| ham drew herp
on the beach at Murrell's Inlet to this
!:lm the case has been enveloped in
um xplainable circumstances,
. Is written in the

As o new chapter
|case one cannot help going back and

the

since |

Iwondering a bit why Dy, Bigham, tol
| whom his beautiful young wirs a few
days before had written, “Am  just |

wild to see vou,"
ta put her out of the way.
[did s0 desire

That ha

mission that he stood beside
|the fatal shot was fired and then he
eried out: “You've Kkilled my little
wife.”  And Ruth Crisp Bigham
saltdl to bave been a pretty girl, She
was just 28 years of age, a graduate
of one of the leading female colleges
of the

“Look f Fri State, and was sald to have
AN, or me tomorrow, o fia

. RULE been possessed of a charming man-
WIill be there sure. Am just wild to R

it e vYou, ..

NEE) The refusal of Governor Blease to

pardon Bigham at tuis thne, in
circumstances, does not at
that the case would receive faborable
action if Bigham were in the
As o matter of ract,
intimated to the contrary.
no definite statement as to this,
ever, as the case was not before
In that light.

the

Do not trust the fitting of
those glasses to the ordinary
optician — a SLIGHT ER-
ROR will often develop the
defect in your vision to a
more serious condition.

Correct fitting o
relguires THOROUGH EX-

RIENCE, EXPERT
CARE and THE BEST
EQUIPMENT.

The continual growth of
our patronage and the pleas-
ed recommendations of our
patrons attest to OUR satis-
factory optical work.

WM. SOLOMAN

Reliable Jeweler

lasses

afternoon of |

out, even though in tie m:nds of many | g
de- |
The one pos- |

wis involved |

last breath as she lay |

should have wished |
was proved by the ad- |

Avant as |

was |

all mean |

Do You Enjoy a Good
Saucer of Pure Ice Cream?

If you do then go to the Laurens
Candy Kitchen and enjoy a saucer
of their delicious cream. Ladies
who are good judges of Ice Cream
are especially urged to try the ice
cream made by our experienced
maker.

N. M PALLES, Proprietor

Second Door from Post Ofﬂce.

A
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After The Grippe
“lI am much pleased, to be able to write and thank
ou for what Cardui has done for me,” writes Mrs. Sarah
Y. Gilliland, of Siler City, N. C. I :

“Last February, 1 had the Grippe, which left me in
bad shape. Before that, I had been bothered with female
trouble, for ten years, and nothing seemed to cure it,

“At last, I began to take Cardui. 1 have taken onfy
three bottles, but it has done me more good tllan all the
doctors or than any other medicine I ever took.

Take C ARDUI

The Woman’s Tonic

For the after-effects of any serious illness,
Grip, Cardui is the best tonic you can use.
it builds strength, steadies the nerves, improves the
appetite, regulates irregularities and helps bring back the
natural glow of health.

Cardui is your best friend, if you only knew it.

Think of the thousands of ladies whom Cardui has
helped! What could possibly prevent it from helping you?

Remember you cannot get the benefit of the Cardui
ingredients in any other medicine, for they are not for sale
in any drug store except in the Cardui bottle. Try Cardui.

Write to: Ladies' Advitory Dept.,, Chattanooga Medicine Co., Chattancoga, Tenn.,
for Special Instructions, and 64-page book, “"Home Treatment for Women,'* sent tree.

like the

' Take it from the oldest man in the bunoh, " Red Meat'’
zcco is the chew for men,

tob -

No spice—no excesSsive sweetening—
nothing to hurt your stomach—just good old North Carolina tc-

l bacco, properly aged and perfectly sweetened. That's why |

‘ won't give you heartburn.

' It's our treat to put you on to the real thing in good chewing,

Cut out this ad. and mail to us with your name and address fc:

| attractive FREE offer to chewers only.

l LIIPFERT SCALES CO., Winston-Salem, N. C.

State. |
Governor Blease |
He made |

Name.. ...

how- |
him |

Address............

%mmmm§

AND

“Suede Shoe Dressing”

The Great Success

Will Clean colored Kid Shoes
and Velvets

Liquid Suede Dressing for
Suede and Qoze Leathers

We have the good s call for them.

Carry also /in stock all colored
dressings, Blue,ﬁreen Broinze and Pink

Don’t forget box “Bully’ Tan Paste

Palmetto Drug Co.

W. H. WASHINGTON, Manager.

Laurens, South Carolina

“Cleanall” %
osmliamsmron e " 8



