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“FOR CHRINT'S SWEET S\AhES

Our readers will pardon us for a hit
of sermonizing on this occusion.  =o
tremendous isthe significance of Cheist.
mas and so easily is the spivit of the
day misinterpreted, cepecially with ref-
erence to Christmas giving, that o little
gerious thought on the subject is whole-
some. Could we but grasp the full
meaning of the day ard live up to our
conception, Christmas would indeed by
the greatest of festid oceasions wud the
source of more heneficence than man
could compute,

(n Fridn}' of this week, Decenher
the twenty-fifth, is celebrated the un-
niversary of Christ’s birth the (hris
mass, it iz called. Nineteen bundee!
and eight vears apo Christ, the Son of
God, came into the world and
Jesus, the Redeemer of mankind, Dy
man, Adam, =in entered the worbl and
dethroned mankind from his t
=-a little lower than the ang
man also, Jesus, munkind was restored
and made joint-inheritors with Jedue in
the Kingdom of God. By the hife, =af
fering and death of Jesus Christ,
tion was wroupght for mankind; the
blood of Jesus was given as an offoring
in atonement of man's sin, Marh vou,
the coming of Christ was from God e
a gift of love. “Gad gave His =on
The first Christmas giving was done iy
God, the Father of mankind; the i
Christmas gift was Christ, God's Son—
a part of God.

In our Christmas giving do we ne
sometimes lose sight of that prir Cifilet
Does love prompt ull our offerings:
And are all our gifts o part o7 cur-
selves? In commemoratine the bhirth of
Christ we should strive o
preserve the 2pivit of the
serve it in the light of jts
meanings,

Let us notice one pointin this mottoe
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of giving- - puint #0 benutitolly il
trated in Lowell's ““Vision of Sie |l
fall” The noble knightc scis ou

search of the Hely Grail, the cup win

witich Jeaus celebrated The [ast S
per.  On the first day of his seareh b
met a leprous hegear, to wham b

proudly tossed a gold cnin and procecd-
ed on his journey. What think

his reward for the wift 1o this be grar,
In loathsome  disgust he viewod 1)
leper: in seornful arrogarce he philan-
thropically, out of hiz abundance |

VO Wi

gold =nothing more,  “He wives noth.
ing but worthless gold who yrives from
& sense of duty.'  After vears of

search, all worn aut, il
hungry and cold, Sy Launfal tries to
make Bz way homeward, Davinge foiled
it his endeavor, disappointod, shelier
less and reéady to die.  Apain he
the leper who ““For Christ's
Sake' begged an alms.  The once v
proud knight has none but a
erust ol hard bread,
erust, of conrae Wi
water out of a howlyet he
divided his crust and gave the lopor
drink, and as Sir Launfal mused ‘n
light shone round the place,’ ond the
Christ stood by his side, and o0y on
the ears of the
words:

“Lo, it s l;

font-sore,

Sweet

Spare
F'wia a mouldy
brown brend. '
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Loy

penitent tnan fell Ghe

be'not afenid!
“In many elimos,
Thou hagt
Girail;
Behold, i iz hey
Didst fill at the
now;
This erust iz My hody brolen for thee,
Thiz water His blood that died on the
tree;
The Holy Supper is kept, indecd,

In whatgo we share with another’s

need;
Not what we frive, but what we share;

For the gift without the giver i bare
Who gives himself with his alms feod

three

Himself, his hungrering neighbor and

Me, "

And Sir Launfal fourdd happin it
the sacrifice he made 4o help the Lun
gry leper. He gave a part of himselt

Wis love; and it was a gift, making @
sacrifice to grive,

God sacrificed His Son; from o heart
of love for mankind lIr- gave a part of
Himself —one of the Trinity. Are we
striving to emulate this kind of giving?
Do we give until it hurts? And do we
give to our friends only? The Pharvisec:

without avail,
spent thy life for the Holy

this cup whieh thou
streamlet for Me Lut

s
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mrde prifis to each ether. To be truly
blessed at Christmas time and to keep
the spirit of the day indeed, we must
wive “For Christ's Sweet Sake,” and
in i name, out of our need to them
that have not wherewith to give in ro-
turn.  What reward do we get when
wo give to o friend who makes us an
ciual wift in value if aot in kind? And
further, we must make these gifts to
the poor, not ina spirit of arrogance or
pride, as did Sir Launfal, but for the
love of mankind; ourselves must ae-
compuny the gift, and then we feed
three: ourselves, our hungry neighboy
and Christ,  The hand of man cannot
hold o true gift: it holds but the tangi-
ble muanifestation of the spirit of love

-the heart receives the gift of love,and
Giod 15 glovitied,  “'Inasmuch as ye did
it unto the of these, ye did it
unto Me.'"  Sie Launfal recognized in
the begirae “an image of Him who died
on the tree, " and through Him gave,
Our giving must be “*For Christ’s Sweet
Sake.'

Another thought:s  the gift
Christ, covered man's guilt,
cive out of o heart of love, we emulate
God's givinge in that we are further
covering oursing not only in the sight
af God, but in the eyes of mankind.
it remembor, we eannot buy freedom
From enilty it is only a0 wift of love,
SPor Chirkst s sweel Sake,” that makes
God and man lose sight of our imper-
1t i= pleasant to refleet that
a gift, no matter how small, ecan blot

loast

of  Guod,
When we

fuetions,

out the remembrance of wrong. Our
‘riciuds forget our follies and little
oy neighbors do not remem-

i gricvances.  The fragrance of

ctrae wift reaches to heaven.

\\ iwe remedy the perversions of
hiristmas giving) Let us celebrate the
day in a manner befitting jts true
meaning, and may it be the happiest
‘hristmas in all our lives, The Adver-
Eer extends a greeting to every man,
wonu and chikl in Laurens county,
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CHRISTMAS YEARS A0,

Below s

veproduced a *Christmas
from the Advertiser of Dee-
‘mber 22nd, 1806, written by the late
o BoOWL Balll for years the honored
aitor of this paper;

“Thereisa seentof it inthe air;a mur-
Ay of it in the crowds on the streels
inh evidenees that it is abroad in the
(oeurance of every shop window, [t
week of peace, gladness
swringinge with it a writ of banishment
fur frowning t'--imtvlmmea, for all the
dnship of ©*Old Googe,'" In the Svuth
specinlly, custom has made it not one
s haliduy but a festival ending only
ith the sccond day of January., May

v v then receive the welcome and
servan ¢ which time, usage and above
associations make it
ent upon us to give. May the
e foles, eneh and every one, be among

friends of Santa Clause: may the
rown ehildren from cares and
perplexities to Wl youth again. All
nd hiy e fup the future, And
Liday week hasalveady dawned
THE '\Il\ ERTISER wishes to take this
i [ Christinas

ircoting™
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Sehnie [
v hovschold where it
: The theme of the
o parapraph from the pen of one
gone oo his reward is that *‘the
veligious associations’” of the day make

ineumbent upon us togive inthe spirit
hit Lefits the oceasion. Christmas is
idend the festival of giving, bringing
dadness and joy to both giver and re-
Great is the perversion of this
pirit by some but it still lives to keep
dessed its observance of the gift of Gad,

tmuas griving,
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Juliug Cacsar
ended,  Speed

wign of Emperor
[Luteevielt w 11]

the day.

soon b

sPeasperity smiles on the Palmetto
stute.” Yes snereclly does, only some
wople ean't see the smile; to them we
iy et around on the front side and
take the proper view,

-
"\\'lml shall we do with five million
women?'"  asks the New York World,

Dunno; one constitutes a problem.
. -
Laurens would do
Frank I Cooper of
address one of their

The Pythians of
well tw et My,
Charleston Lo
:\‘.#:\'[ih',.':-u

Hoere in the South we  celebrate
Chiristmas by making as much noise as
which we believe, is quite

itrary to the meaning of the oecasion.
IL 15 the anniversury of the coming of
the Urince of Meace, and we commemn-
orate it with thundevous explosions of
fireworks that rend the sir producing a
warlilie commotion in sound, if nothing

s, We still have hopes that some
day Christmas will be obscerved in o
munner befitting the occasion.

PG i|ai(',

The Fourth of July is the proper time
for fireworks.
b
Bt thiy custom of ours by no menns
completely destroys the spivit of the
ay,

* 8
The Union Times asks: “Where is
Laurens, anyhow?'' That's ecasy.

Laurens is the center of the Piedmont,
with Spartanburg thirty-eight miles to
the Narth, Geeenville,  thirty-seven (o
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twenty-
Columbia,

the Northwest: Greenwood,
eight to the Scuthwest;
seventy-five to ihe Southeuast; and
Union- now where? The peographics
and miaps, though not quite positive
and by no menns all aoreed on the
subjeet, tell us that Union is o point,
located on a Lranch road of the Socuth-
ern railway, midway between the cities
of Carlicle and Jonesville; four miles
South of the tflourishing town of DBon-
ham, and nine miles North of  Santue;
on the East it is bounded by nothing in
particular, and on the West by sweet
expectancy.

However, this town of Union entes-
tained the great Baptist State Conven-
tion in the most hospitable manner it
has yet hoen received,

The Clinton Gazette sugrgrests that the
Presbyterian College of South Caroling
should be made exciusively a male ¢ol-
lege and that Laurens should take over
the department for yvoung ladics,  Ed-
itor Dendy calls uponus foy an opinion.
We are perfectly agreed with him that
Laurens needs o collegre, Whether oy
not the time has come for the 'resby-
terian College to be divided, we cannot
say, being as yet not suthiciently  ae-
quainted with all the conditions.  Bat,
we will stnte a2 a wonerad propoesition
thut there are muny ool
leges and near-colleges in the South,
So to found another female school for
the Presbyterians, with one in Colum-
bia, twhile not nominally a Presbyie-
rian school, it is saconsidered), another
in Greenville, and yet another (if not
inname, still in character) at Spar-
tanburg, would be a tremendous under-
taking, However, contemporary, your
suggrestion is not without import and
upon investigation will doubtless prove
eminently worthy of consideration by
the authorities.
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Natiee, l.m.uu- Connty Pensioners,
Editor The Advertiser:

Under the requirements of the law
the Pension Cotimisgloner, Capt, John
M, Hudgens will be  found iy the
Conrmy Anditor= ofice each Saturidiy
fn the nontl of January next ensuing
for the parpouse of Hhing the necessary
blanks for appliciits for pensions
and cortifving to transfers to other
colties, Thie 1-'umi“1uuq is liro-
vided witly the rad d blank appli-
cutions apnad will theny in
cotidition ' po Lefore the Coutity
sfon bBoard. All upplicants are
questod to have 1he commissioner
these: blanks and thaz provent delis
and confisim Kk applications

PrOhey

must  be properviy filled before the
County hoard can puss favorably on
then,
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Somebody is going to win $50.00 worth

and it micht as well be vou.
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out «f all reason.

b A «4 ii

P S Y ol ——, 15 A b
T TE—— -

So do your shoppiii»

of the contes

. — . N ———— . il e T T————

LR T T R L P —

— — i A -
LT e,

&N =N

,:'.‘ﬁ‘;

SOAP !

of prize

CWORTTH

— s gt
et i ot o AR STt e W S ’,"""'-a-vn—‘-.

areg ove rf-""i.i!}l'l I ‘f} ‘,_0.““‘ o i..}rr

contest closes

g nere irom now until the
tand get more puesses.

PRI A e

O. B. Simmons




