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Shalt We Raise Tobaceo?
A number of business men and farm-
org In Laurens are considering the ad-

visability of attempting to produce to- |-

bacco for market. THE ADVERTISER
could not risk an oploion as to whether
or not the experiment ought to be
made  Such an experiment was made
on an elaborate scale in Spartanburg
county 15 or 20 yearsago. It failed.
Later the people of the Peedee planted
" tobacco. Many of them lost money.
Some lost a great deal. Nevertheloss,
the Peedee people persevered. Now
and then aman would be successful.
Several succeeded from the first. At
last these Darlington; Ilorence and
Sumter farmers mastered the business
and now it may fairly bo sad that the
Peedeo is a flourlshing tobacco reglon
with the industry fairly established.
This year the tobacco planters have re-
veived handsome prices for thelr crops
and they arve “on velvet." However,
one of the best informed gentlemen in
- Darlington told Tng ADVERTISER last
summer that probably the aggregate
logses in tobacco in Darlington county
would equal the gains up to that time,
The experimental period is past now,
. the. ers have ‘‘learr tobaceo’
and there are only such lozses as are in-
cldental to bad seasons, poor prices,
2ts., which are incldental more or less
to all crops. ;
The tobacco crop is a sourcs of great
wealth, The Darlington farmer who
made twenty bales of cotton this year
cultivated four acres of tabacco and
out of its proceeds paid the whole ex-
ponses of his farm and bad hls cotton
as profit—at least such stories are com-
mon in the Peedee and must be true.
Additionally, the tobacco crop comes
on the market in the summer. Put
money into circulation at the dullest
period of the year and merchants,
bankers newspaper men and all sorts
of business men are helped.
. We have only to say that our farmers
need not atteinpt this experiment un-
less they are prepared to be disappoint-
ed and to suffer loss temporarily, This
must be their fate even if they succeed
in the end. If they are ready to spend
some money and to stick to the trial
fouror five years they may succeed as
well as the I’eedee people or they may
digodver that the Piedmont is no place
for tobaceo growing.
. On the whole we are inclined to
think that the farmer in Laurens who
raises the many crops and many an-
imals that can be raised easily and
cheaply in Laurens and who follows
good business methods can come out
better at the year’s end than the cotlon
and tobacco man of Darlington. We be-
lleve that Mr. Robert Abercrombie
will find that his red pollsare & paying
investment in spite of the ruinous
freight that he had to pay on them,
because beel cattle always command a
- good price and good Dbeeves can be
ralsed in Laurens. Beef is better than
tobacco, even in "this country of ours.
Hay, grain, many fruits, even rice,
dozens of grasses, goobers, peas, are
all safe crops in Laurens and all bring
wealth, Hogs are worth eight cents
the ponnd on their feet today and we
have in mind a lady not a mile frbm
this office who liveson a little farm
and who, has fifty dollars worth of ba-
con which cost not over eight dollars
to produce,
Mind, we do pot advise against the to-
bacco experiment, We should like to see
it made, especially by the men who are

. talking about making it, because we

know they will make it thoroughly.
The tobacco Industry in this coun-
ty, once established would make ‘‘the
July grade’ a vast deal easler for THE
. LAURENS ADVERTISER — indeed, we
think the July grade wonld be leveled
by 1t. But we think it right to say
that the mastering of the detalls of
producing and selling so difficult a
crop a8 tobacco will cost time and pa-
‘tience and much money—and it may
bs that climatic and toil conditione
will preluds the possibility of success,
Meanwhile, tobacco is not a last resort
and opportunities are plentiful for the
ambitious farmer who is yp and doing.
**‘I
Wasted Compassion,

Hvery day or two some South Caro-
lina newspaper weeps an editorial
‘about the town of Charleston, The
latest to emit a groan about Charles-
ton’s conditlon s the Spartanburg

Herald, Now THE ADVERTISER knows |

HSomething about Charleston and The
Bpartanburg newspaper is giving itself
noeedless pain. There are also voices in
Columbla thatery out In misspent com-
passion concerning Charleston,

The truth is that Charlestgn is the
happlest and most flourishing town in
the world. The most expensive luxury
a town can have 1s a dally paper and
Charleston gupports two twice as well
a8 any other South Carolina town sup-
ports one. We have naver seen any
poor white folks in Charleston. T e
Charleston merchants apparently all
make money. They are mostly rich.
Ontside of Charleston in this state a
mercantile house over ten or twenty
. yeaks old s uncommon; they are plen-

" tiful over fifty years old in 'Charleston,

‘We suspect that more business failures

- have ocourred in Epartanburg in the

last five years than in Charleston. No-
body ever ''breaks’ thefe. Ilres are
_yery rare. A prominent Insurance
man of Louiaville, Ky., told the writer
_that Charlestonians missed n wonder-
opportunity when they did not lep
oif town burn up at the time of ths
‘earth-quake and collect from the in:
ofgiice companies, ‘‘but,’" eald
were guch—fool honest
By put the fires out aftor they had
ed socidentally,”
irleston {8 highly prosperons
wting and drinklng, there is par-
kA, Ong c&n buy a far bet-
- & nickel In Obarleston
in 't Pe
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moaning for them is ridiculous. Some
of them talk poor but they don’t mean
it. They bave a melancholy pleasure
in talking poor. It is true that the sur-
plus eons of Charleston men, fAnding
nothing to do, sometimes leave Char-
leston when they grow up but they
ere useful elsewhere. Meanwhlle,
“poor old Charleston! s getting on
better than any community we know
of anywhere. There are no ‘unem-
ployed’ in Charleston. At least 1000
men in Charleston are employed in
political Industries and when a man
loses a job in any other line, a place in
politice is walting for him,

HUNTINGDON TIDINGS.

Nimrods Succeeded In Bagging Many
Rabbits and Birds,

Thanksgiving was spent very quietly.

Crops are about all gathared and the
farmers ave finishing up sowing grain.

Hunting Is the order of the day.
Two squads of hunters on Thanksgiv-
ing killed 50 rabbits and about the same
number of birds.

Mr. J. P. Saxon has been very un-

well for some time but is much im-
proved,
Mr, and Mrs. 8. I. Saxon and little
Sarah of Laurens have been at their
father, Dr.  C. A €axon's. The former
has been quite sick,

Mr. R, R. Glenn was in Laurens on
Saturday to meet the United EBtutes
Mail Inspector to ask fora rural de-
livery route from Clinton to Hunting-
ton.

Mr. D. A. Glenn and family spent
Thanksgiving with his mother.

Mr, A. E, Cleveland spent several
days in Orosg Keys last woek.

Mr, and Mrs. J. 1, Sanders spenk sev-
eral days with velatives in Union last
week ,

BUCK.

OWINGSVILLE.

Our farmers ave about through pick
ing cotton,

Sowing graln is the order of the day.

Reyv. J. O. Martin of Irby was in this
sectlon a few days ago,

Mrs, Dr. Boland and Miss Esther
Goddard visited relatiyes in your city
last week, y

Mr. Danlel Balentine has moved near

Brewerton for another year., Peteo,
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IN THE CHURCHES.
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Church of the Epiphany, Laurens,
S. C.,, W. Edward Callender, Minister
in chargo. The following services are
held in the above church every Sunday.
10:00 a. m. Sunday School; 11:00 a. m.
Morning Prayer and Sermon; 4:90 p. m.
Evening Prayer and Address,

The first series of addresses will be
on the Prayer Book., A cordial invita-
tion is extended. All seats free.

First Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, Rev. Watson B, Duncan, A. M.,
pastor. Preaching at 11 o'oclck a.m.
and at 7,30 p. m. Prayer meeting on
whursday at 7,80 p. m.

Sunday School, Iion. C, C. Feather-

stone, Superintendent, at JO o’clock at
a8, m.
" Woman’s Missionary Soclety, Mrs. S.
D. Garlington, President, meets on
Tuesday after Firat Sunday, at 4.80
o'clock p. m.

Liadies’ Aid Society, Mrs. J. F. Bolt,
President, meets on Tuesday, after
Third Sunday at 4 80 o’clock p. i,

Church Conference every Third Sun-
day after the morning service.

First Presbyterian Church, Rev,
Robt. Adams, Pastor, services at 11 a.
m, and 8:156 p. m., each Sabbath. All
are welcome,

Sunday School, C. W. Tune, Super-
intendant, Sunday Morning at 10 u. m.

Todd Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Last End, —— Pastor. Preach-
ing in Factory Hall every

APPOINTMENTS FOR NORTH LAURENS
CIRCUIT.

Trinty, First Sunday, at 11 o'clock,
a. m.

Trinity, Third
o'clock, p. m.

Shiloh, First Sunday, at 8:80 o'clock,
p. m,

Shiloh, Third Sunday, at 11 o'clock,
&, m, y

Dials, Second Sunday, at 11 o’clock,
. m.

Dials, Fourth Sunday, at 3:30 o’clock,
P m,

Graycourt, 2d Sunday at 3.30 o'clock,
P.m.

Graycourt, 4th Sunday at 11 o’clock
a. m.

Sunday Schools at each appointment,
ona hour before preaching.

Prayer meeting Thursday nights at
Graycourt, ac 8 o’clock. All are alike
invited to attend these services, for it
is here, ns it is in Heaven, ‘‘the rich
and the poor meet together,”

J. K, McCaln,
Pastor,

Langston’s Church, Baptist, preach-
ing 11 .. m,, Fourth Sundays, and Sat-
urday before, by Rev, E. C. Watson,

Hurricane Church, Baptist, preach-
ing 11 a, m*, First Sundays and on Sat-
urday before by Rev. E. C, Watson,

Dorroh Presbyterian church, Gray
Court, 8. C.,, T. B. Craig, paator.

Preaching on 1st Sunday at 11 a, m.
drd Bunday 4 p. m,

Sabbath Bchool on 18t and 2nd Bun-
daye at 10 & m,, and on 8rd and 4ih
Sundays at 3 p, m,

"+ T. PEDEN, Supt.

Lanford, Baptist preaching 11 a. m,
Second Sundays by Rev. [. C. Watson;
Preaching at Cedar Shoal Church on
same day at 3 o'clook p. m.

Padgett's Creek, Baptist preachin
at 11 a, m, on Third Gl:mdsyg by E. C.
Watson. ‘ .

Warrlor Creek Baptist Ohurch, Rey,
O. L. Jones, supply. Serviod every 4th
?nndu ab 1lyg'clock and Baturday be-
aras -

Sunday, at  3:30

o'clock, a, m,

X Mt. Bethol, Fourth Sunday at 3:30

o'clock; .p, m, s
5 8. W. Henry, Pastor,

_ (edar Grove Baptist Ohurch, Rev. R

.
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CHAPTER XII.

HE following is the statement
ag he wrote'it out for the ben-
efit of the judge of instrue-
eae) tion, knowlng that 1t wonld
doubtless secure an indictment against
the accused: ;

“T'wo leagues from Taurascon, on the
left bank of the Rhone, stood the Cha-
teau of Clameran. Here lived in 1841

the old marquis and his two sons, Gas-
ton and Louis. A near neighbor was
the Countess de ln YVerberio, with one
daughter, Valentine, a lovély gl of
eighteen. M. de Clameran detosted
the countess, and Mwme, de la YVerberie
execrated the marquis. Tt was said
that under the reign of Henry 1V, o La
Yerberie had betrayved the nffection of
a falr davghter of the Clamerans, This,
misdeed led to o duel, which In turn led
to bitter batred between the (wo
houses,

“Gaston de Clamersn met Valenline
de ln Verberie at an evening entertain-
ment, and the two fell desperstely In
love, Gaston would oftén plunge Into
the Rhone ot Clameran and rise out of
the water at Verberle, where he would
have n sccret meeling with Valentine,
In order to facllitate these meetings
Gaston would place o llght In his win-
dow fmiiedintely before starting whieh
could be seen by Valentine at her home,
The two lovers, despalring of permis-

ey, which led to Valentine's becoming
a wife without the sanctlon of the
church or the law,

“One evenlng Gaston went into a
cafe for a cup of coffee, Later, while
playing billiards, hearlng Valentlne's
name coupled with his own to her dis-
honor, he demanded a retraction, be-
came embrolled and: killed two men.
He fled to the chateau, where he eon-
fessed to hls father his inthmaey with
Valenting, declaring that he wished to
marry her. Hls father urged him to
fly from the consequences of the mur-
ders he had committed and, having no
money to give him, supplied him with
the family Jewels. Mennwhile the po-
lce were coming to arrest him, and it
was arranged that the gates should be
suddenly opened, a servant should flee
in one diregilon, Louis In another and

. thus mislending the police glve Gaston

an  opportunity {o escape. Gaston
would have got awany hand not Louls
purposely tripped and fallen. The po-
lee, thus discovering the ruse, pushed
on after Gagton, who, to save himself,
Jumped into the RRhone, The current
wns at the time so swollen that lLis
pursuers gave him up ak drowned.

“Escaping almost certain death, Gas-
ton, who before leaving (he chatenn
bad placed the signal for Valentine in
his window, reached La Verberie and
had an interview with his beloved. She
Informed him that she would soon be-
come n mother. Before parting he
left with her the jewels given him by
his father, then fled the country, golng
to Soufh America. That night the old
marquis dled, Louls, assuming that his
elder brother had been drowned, took
the title and the estate. He Jeft Cla-
meran Immediately and began a life
full of Ignominy.

“Valentine confessed her condition
to ber mother, who took her to Eng-
land, where she provided for her
dnughter's secret nccouchement under
the care of a physiclan and a mald,
Mihonne., A son was born, which the
countess immediately gent away to be
adopted by a farmer. Bubsequently
Mme., de la Verberle pursuaded her
daughter to attempt to forget the past,
to consider it burted in oblivion and to
marry. A young cugineer, M. Andre
IFauvel, gpent gome time at Beaueaire,
where they Hved, and fell In love with
Valentine, who, urged by her mother,
accepted his attentlons and finally mar-
rled bim. M. Fauvel afterward be-
came the famous Paris banker. Tho
countess died fn 1850,

“Loufs de Clameran, after an absence
from home of elghteen years, returned,
and from Mihonne, the maid who had
been with Valentine at the time of her
confilnement, learned that his brother
had not been drowned, that Valentine
had had a gon by Gaston and that she
had subsequently marrled M. Iauvel.
Impoverished by his excesses and un-
able to find a lving honestly, Louls de-
termined to use this information for
the purpose of extorting. money fiom
Mme. Fauyvel. Golng to Parls, he call-
ed upon her and gave her to under-
stand that he knew of her past. In
order to better serve hls purpose he
told her that her son by Gaston was
living, that he had been brought up In
London, that his father had been there
and found him, that Gaston had dled In
poverty and had nsked him (Louls) to
apply to her for means for the mainte-
nance of their gon Raoul. Mme. Fau-
vel at once gave Louls the jewels Gab-
ton had left with her at thelr last in-
tervlew to be used for Raoul. Louls
soon introduced n young man to her
who perfonated her son and received.
from her large sums, which the two
villaing divided. All this Mme. Fauvyel
kept a gecret from her husband, -
nally Olameran, in order to facllitate
his plans, demanded that she recelve
Raoul into her house. Mme. Fauvel
had a cousin living at Bt. Remy of the
name of Lagors, and Clameran, partly
by persuasion, partly by intimidatlon,
Induced Mme, Fauyel to announce hep
pupposed son as her nephew, Raoul de
Lagors. 'This was done, and Raoul,
having constant access to Mme, Fauy-
vel, soon extorted a small fortune,
which he squandered,

“Louls de Clameran now concelved
the {dea of marrylng Madeleine, with
whom he had fallen violently in love.
To force her to break with Prosper ho
used the power he possessed over Mme,
Fauvel. Madeleine = discovered her
aunt's situation apd in order to avert
a catastrophe 'congented tp glyve up
¥Prosl.., whom she loved, and maery

ing her engagement with Frosper, she
gecured his promlise to take upon him-
gelf the sole responsibllity. of the rup-
ture, «

“‘Meanwhile Gaston had made a fop-
tune in Bouth Amerfen and returned to
France, To still the memory of his
youthful misfortunes he resolved to

engage In business and bought an iron

mill at Oloron. Louls, hearing of his

him with every pretense of affection.
Louls took up his quarters with his
brother, wha soon sickened and died
very susplelous clrcumstances,
/his fortune to Loufa. .

_now turned h to

his attentlon
. He

Ny
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glon to marry, kept up a sceret intima-

Olameran, whom she detested, Break-,

arrival, went to Oloron and greoted
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ugreed to scltle a Targe Income upon
Ltaoul if he would extort money from
Mme, I'auvel In sufliclent quantity” to
ombarrass bher,  Raoul consented and
lived recklessly on the means furnished
by the woman who suppesed she was
bis wother. Floally, having no more
to give Lilm, she was persuaded to sur-
render her diamonds, n present from
her busband on the day he becamo
worth a million. When Mme, I'auvel's
Jewels were gone, Madelelne's were
glven up. All were pnwned Dy Raoul.

“Louls de Qlameran was ngt satisfied
to marry Madeleine whiie her hemt
was glven to miother, e determined
to ruin P'rosper, that she might lose her
respect and her love for him, One
night at o supper at which Raoul and
Prosper were present Ruooul heard
Prosper, under the inflpence of wine,

name the word (Gipsy) that would ingy

lock the safe In M, Fauvel's bank,
This he communicated to Clameran,
also telling him that when M, Fauvel
went out he always left the key to the
sufe In the drawer of his secretary In
hig chnmber,

“Clameran then arranged that 800,-
000 francs should be kept In the bank
over nlght ready for him to dreaw in
the morning.” That nlghf Itaoul, hav-
ing been conched for the part by Cla-
meran, went to Mme, Fauvel, told her
that he was ruined and must have a
largg sum of money gt once, threaten-
ing that if he did not get It he would
blow out his braing. | ITe told her that
she must glve him tho key to the safe,
which he would open, tnke what he
needed and rvestore it on the morrow.
Alme. I"auvel, In terror lest he should

commit sulelde and thinking that he.

datd not know the word which, with the
key, wns necessary to open the safe,
in order to gain time, gave him the key.
Itnoul went down the stairway, Mme.
Fauvel following him In agony. Raoul
opencd the gafe and took the money in-
tended to be pald Clameran in the
morning. Mme. Pauvel, astonished
that he had succeeded, begged him to
shut thie safe, clinging to his arm and
‘endenvorlng to pull him away. The
key wns dragged from the lock and,
slipping ulong the glossy varnish, made
o long, deep serateh,

“The next day, after the robbery was
discovered and Clameran had been paid
the amount due him, he went to Mme,
Fauvel and to Madeleine and told them
that Rooul had secured the word nee-
essary to open the safe from Presper,
who was to sharve in the plunder. Cla-
meran, affecting to make a noble saeri-
flce for the two women, offered to re-
store the stolen money through them to
M. IFauvel, but Madeleine, suspecting
gome hidden motlve, decliied the offer,

“Madeleine, bLelleving that she and
Mme, Ifauvel would eventually get rid
of the extortionists and vindicate P’ros-
per, asked her uncle for 10,000 fraucs,
to be used for a charltable purpose,
and sgent the amount to Prosper, with
a leitor made up of words cut out of a
prayer book,

“Mme. IPauvel and Madeleine, owing
to the extortions to which they had
been subjected, beeame urgently press-
ed by tradesmen and others to whom
they owed money and had nothing on
which to keep up their position In socl-
ety. They remalned secluded for n
time, but were at last obliged to appeay
in public at the Jandidier ball. Made-
leine went to Vesinet to nsk Rnoul to
return some of the money and jewels
they had glven him, On this oceasion
she was followed by M. Verduret and
Prosper. Madelelne's effort was fruit-
less, though she finally forced Raoul
by threats of exposure to surrender
some of the pawn tickets.

“At last Clameran and Raoul found
in the clown at the Jandidier ball an
enemy who posgsessed the gecret of
murder

thelr villainles and tried to
him."

CHADI'TER XIII,

UCII are the facts that, with
an nlmost Incredible talent
for Investigation, had been
collected and prepared by the

fat man with the jovial face who had

taken Prosper under his protectlon, M,

Verduret. :

Reaching Paris at 9 o'clock in thae
evening, not by the Lyons route, ng he
had sald, but by the Orleans train, M,
Verduret burrled to the Archangel,
where he found Prosper impatiently
expecting hlm. .

“You are anbout to hear gome rlch de-
velopments,” he sald to Prosper, “and
gee how far back Iuto the past one has
to seek for the primary causo of g
crlime,  All things are linked together
In this world of ours. If Gaston de
Clameran had not taken a cup of cof-
fee in a Hitle cafe at Tarascon twenty
years ago, your money safe would not
have been robbed three weeks agp.

“Yalentine de In Verberie Is punigshed
In 1866 for the murder commlitted for
love of her In 1840, Nothing i8 neg-
lected or forgotten, Listen”

And he related all that he had dig-
covered, referring to a  voluminous
manuscript whileh he had prepared,
with many notes and authenticated
proofs attached.

“l wonder how you discovered all
thege Infamies,"” sald Prosper when he
had finished.

The fat man smlied. “When 1 under-
toke a task,’ he sald, "I devote my
whole attention to It. Now, make a
note of thig: When n man of ordicary
Intelligence concentrates his thoughts
and energles upon the atinlnment of
an object, he Is certain to attaln that
object. - Besldes that, T have my own
method of working up a ease. To he
gure, one needs gome lHght to gulde one
in n dark affalr like this, but the fire
in Clameran’s eye when [ pronounced
the name of Gaston lgnited my lantern,
From that moment 1 wallked stralght
to the solution of the mystery as to n
beacon light,’”. i

Prosper's look showed that he would
like 1 know the sceret of his protects
or's penetration and at the snme time
be umore thoroughly convineed that
what he heard was all true—that hig
Innocence would be more clearly proy-
od, .

"Now, confess,” crled M. Verduret,
“you would glve anything in the world
to find out how I arrived at the truth!”

YT ndmit It, for it 18 maryelous.”

M. Verduret enjoyed Prosper's bewil-
derment. To be sure, he was nelther
good Judge mor a distingufshed amn.
teur; but admiration Is always flatter
ing, no matter whence It comes,

- Well,” hie replied, “1 will explaln my

syatem. There 18 nothing marvelous

it

Do g

-

.“b-"% We worked togethor to find
the golution of the problem. g |

iy reasons for suspecting Clameran
had n bhand In the robbery. A8 8ocon ns

was easy, What did 1 do? 1 pneed
trustworthy people to watelh the par-
ties in whom I wans inost Interested.
Fanfeglot ns  Joseph Dubols  took
charge of Clameran, and Ning Gipsy
never lost sight of Mine, Fauvel and
her nicce,

“1 understand 1t all now,’
per.

“And what bave you been dolng dur-
Ing my nbsence, my young friend?”
asked AL, Verduret after n pause,

At this questlon  Prosper blughed,
“Alae," hie stammmered, 1 read in oo
newspaper thint Clnmeran was about to
myrry Madeleine, and 1 aetéd like a
fooll"

SWhat did you Jo?! Inguired Verdu-
ret uneasily,

snld I'ros-

Iauvel Informing im that his wire
was in love with [uoul”—

M Verlnrot brovehit hig elinched fist
down upcn the o

“Stuphd!™ he o
ruined everythiluge!"

He nrose from Lilg ecat and strode up
and down the room, oblivious of the
lodgers below, whosze windows slivok
with every angry stnmp of his foot

Prepspor reutitined silent g long as
be could and then uneaslly sald:

“1 om afeald 1 have cmbarrassed
you very mueh, monsleur,”
you have dreadfully embar-
ragsed me, What am 1 to do? Shall 1
hpsten watters or wait? And 1 .am
bouud by a sacred promise. We had
better go and ndvise with the judge of
Instruction. e can assist me, Come
with me”

As M. Verduret had anticipated, I'ros.
per's letter hind a tervible effect. When
M. I'auvel opened his mail the morning
after i was posted, the fatal missive
fell Into hils hands,

Something about the writing struck
him as peeuliar. It was evidently a
disgulsed hand, and,” although, owing
to the fact of his being a millionaire,
he was in the hablt of receiving anony-
mous communieations, this particular
letter filled him with an Indetinite pre-
gentiment of evil

With trembling hand and abeolute
certainty that, be was about to learn
gome new calamity, he broke the seal
and, openlng the coarse cafle paper, was
ghocked by the following words:

Dear Sir—You consigned your eashier to prizson.
You dld well, eince you were convineed of his
dishonesty and faithilessness. ot even it he slolo
850,000 franes from your safe, does it follow that
Le also stole Mme, Fauvel's diamonds?

This was a stroke of lighining to a
man whose life hitherto had been ap
unbroken chain of prosperity, who
could reeall the past without one bitter
regret, without rememberlng any sor-
row deep enough to bring forth a tear.
Whnt! Ills wife decelve him! And,
among all men, to ¢hoose one vile
enough to rob ber of her jewels and
force her to be his accomplice in the
ruin of an Innocent young manl For
dald not the anonymous letter assert
this to beuhe rfact and tell him how to
canvinee himzell of Its truth?

M. Fauvel determined to show
letter to his wife,

“Tut suppose it be troe!” he mutter-
ed to himselt, “Suappose T have been
wiserably duped! By confiding In my
wifae 1 shall pat ber on her guard and
lose nll chance of discovering the
truth.”

There was one simple means of verl-
fication, The letter saild the dinmonds
had been pawned.

If it Hed in thils Instance, he would
treal it with the seorn It deserved, 1r,
on the other hand, 1t should prove to
be trun—

Brepkfast was announced. At table
M. I'auvel talked incessantly, so as to
egenpe any questions from ‘his wife,
who, he saw, was uneasy at the sight
of his pale face. But all the tlme he
was talking he was casting over in his
mind expedients for getting his wife
out of the house long enough for him
to search ber bureanu without her per-
celving hlm. At last he asked Mme.
I'nuvel if she were golng out before
dinner,

“Yeg,” rald she. "The weather Is
dreadful, but Madeleine and 1 must do
some shopplng.”

“At what bour ghall you go?"

“Tmmediately after breakfast”

vdmed. "*You have

Y o,

the

of a great welght, In a short thne ho
would know the truth,

After awhile he heard the carriage
roll away with his wife and nlece.
Hurrying Into Mme. Fauvel's room, he
opened the drawer of the chiffonler
where ghe kept her Jewels, The boxes
contalning superb  sets of  jewelry
which he had presented to her were
gone! The anonywmous letter bhad told
the truth! -

Perbaps Valenilne had put her dia-
monds in Madeleine's room,

Without stopping to consider the In-
délleacy of what he was about to do he
hurried into the young girl’s room and
pulled open one drawer after another.

e did not find Mme, FPanvel's dia-
monds, but Madelelne's geven or elght
boxes, also empty. :

Was sbe, too, an accomplice? This
blow broke down his courage,

M. anvel well knew that/the fact of
the dlamonds belng stolen was not suf-
fielent ground upon which to bring an
accusation agninst the accomplices,
Happily he could procure other proof.
e began by ealllng hls valet and o1+
dering him to bring him every letter
that should cowe to the house. 1le
then wrote to a notary at St. Remy
to send him o telegram containing au-
thentie Information about the Lingors
family and espeelally about Raoul,

The reply was as follows:

The Lagora are very poor, and no one knows
pny member of the family named Raoul.  Mme,
Lagora had no son, only two daughtors,

The next du¥, among the Jetters
whieh llg valet brought him, wns one
bearing the postmark of Vesinet, He
opened ‘the envelope with great care
and rend: 4

Dear Aunt-=It Is indispensalile that 1 sce you
today. Comg to me. 1 will explaln why 1 glve
you this trouble fnstead of calling on you,

Raovt,

“T have them now!" erled M. [Mauve),
trembling with satisfaction at the near
prospect of vengenres,

Eager to lose no time, ho opened a
qlrnwcr, took out n revolver nnd exam-

ned the hanmmer to see 1€t was In or-
der, . Ile Imagined bimselt alone, but a
vigilant eye was watehing hils move-
ments, Gipsy, under steict instruetlons
from M. Verduret, stationed hersell at
the keyhole of the stinly door and saw
all that occurrved. M, Fauvel lald the

fstol on the mantelpicce and resealed
the letter, which he then placed where
the letters were usually left, not wish-
ing Nis wife to know that It had passed
through hls hahds, Ie wns only ab-
gent but two minutes; but, Ingpired by
the fmmlinence of the danger, Glpsy
darted Into the study, rushed to the
mantel and rapldly extracted the balls
from -the reyolver,

“Therel” she murmured. “This pepll
In, for: the present, averted, and M.
Yerduret, whom I shall warn through
Cavalllon, will now perhiapg have time
to prevent a murder,"”

8he descended to the bank and sent
‘the clerk with n message, telling him

W. lexandre for

I had fdcquired this certalnty my task |

“1 wrole an anonyimous letter to M. |

He drew o long breath, as if relieved

-

vel ordered her earrlage and went out,
M. IPauvel took a hackney coach and
followed her,

“Grent heavens!” cried Nina to her-
self. “If M. Verduret does not reach
there in thne, Mme. Vauvel and Raoul
are lost!”

[T0 BE coNTINUED.]
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Aching Joints
In the fingers, toes, arms, and other
parts of the body, are joiuts that are
inflnmed and swollen by rhenmatism—
that acid condition of the blood which
nffects the muscles lso,

Sufferers dread to move, especially
after sitting or Iyving long, aud their
condition iz conumonly worse in wet

weather,

WIt bns peen a long Uine since we bhave
been  without Ilood's Sarsapuarilla, My
father thinka he could not do without it
e has been troubled with rheumatism
sinee he was o boy, and Ilood's Barsapa-
rilln is the only medicine he ean take that
will enable him to take his place in the
fleld Miss Apa Dory, Sidney, Towa.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla
and Pills

Remove the cause 'of rhemmatism—no
outward application can, Take them,

Tbimﬁle,
THIMBLE!

Who ¢ot
The Thimble?

Do you hold a Draft

on us for a THIMBLE?

If you do call and we will
be glad to explain how you
can geta

Sterling Silver
Thimble Free.

Ask to see our Art Portfolio.
IFor Four Cents you can get a
beautiful picture.

Visit our store and we will be
pleased.

Palmetto Drug Co.

Look for sign with the Tree.

Executor’s Land Sale.

By virtue of power vested in me by
the last will and testament of James .,
shell, deceased, 1 wiil sell at public
outery at Laurens O, 11, 8, (., within
the legal houra of sale on salesday in
Japuary 1903, being the dth day of the
wonth, all thut parcel or tract of land,
situate In Dial Township, Laurens
County, 5. €', containing ninety-clpht
(98) acrcs, more or less, bounded h‘y
lunds of A, C, Watson, Estate of 13, T,
Garrett, deceased, J. R, Culbertson, W.
A. Putman und others.

Terms of Sale- Cash,  If the pur
chazer fails Lo comply with the terms
of sale, the premlses Yo be re-sold at
his risk ot the same or some subsequent
salesday, PPurchuser to pay for papers,

Also st tho same time und place, and
on the same terms,

Three shares stock of The Bank of
Laurens, having a par value of one
hundred dollars per share,

Two shares ol stock Gray Court Cot-
ton Ol Mill Co., huving & par value of
firey dollars per share,

E. T. SupLL,
K xecutor,

Dae, 1, 1902--4¢t.

{ THE ORIGINAL
{LIVER MEDICINE

e e L )
< A sallow complexion, dizziness,
biliousness mu\ 4 conted tongue
are common indications of liver
and kidney diseases.  Stomach and
Lowel troubles, severe as they are,.
Fim immediate warning by pain,
mt liver and  kidney troubles,
thongh less painful at the start, are
mieh harder to cure.  Thedford's
Black-Dranght never fails to bene-
fit diseased liver and weakened kid-
neys.  Ibstirs up the torpid liver
to throw off the germs of fever and
ague. It 18 o cortain proventive
of cholera and Bright’s disease of
the kidneys., With kidneys re-
inforced by Thedford’'s  Black.
Dranght thonsands of persons have
dwelt immune in the midst of yel-
low fever.  Many families live in
]]uwl'mt healtls und have no other
doctor  than  Thedford's Black-
Draught. [t isalways on hand for
use inoan emergency and saves
many expensive calls of a doctor.
Mullins, 8. C., March 10, 1901,
I have used Thediord's Black-Draught
for three years and | have not had to go
to adoctor since | have bgn taklnq%t.
It is the best medicine for me that is
on the market for liver and kidney
troubles and dyspepsia and other
complaints.  Rev, A, 0, LEWIS.
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Goo, Johnstone,
R. 11; Weleh,
A, C. Todd.

Johnsone, Woleh & Tod d,
LAWYERS.

A Will Practice in all Courts, State and
IPederal,  Oflico, Law Range.

LAURENS, 8. O.

Final Bettiement.

TAKE notice that on the 20th day of

December 1902, T will render a final ac-
gount of my acts and doings as Ad-
ministrator of the estato of I. G, Lowe,
deceased, in the Office of Judge of
Probate for Laurens County, at 11
o'clock, a, m"and on the same date
will apply for a final discharge from
my trust 4s Administrator .
All persons having demands agalnst
said estate will please present them on
or before that day, proven and authen-
ticated, or be forover barred

. 8. W, LOWE,

4 Administrator.
Nov, 19, 1002,

Yeos, we expect to do fa thriving Christmas 'll':nh.'.lp )
Sy, Nick is holding the reins herve, and we've given hiim
the right of way. 1 .
The jolly old fellow is running things pretty much Lo his
own liking. | !
The whole store has taken i a holiduy aspect,  very do-
partment is replete with apprepriate and pleasing wifts

Helpful Hints for
Puzzled Gift=-Hunters

fpe here in seemingly endless areay. . _

We have prepared for unusually lavge sales by laying in
new goods, und to brighten holiday buying, hoave marked thon
all at extraovdinary low prices,

Sensible Stocking-=Fillers are Here. '

Good old 8t. Nick finds it hard work filling the haif<hose of
.men,

What a man likes is comething he ean woar.

But be warned! e doesn’t enve for the “bhargain counter'®
stuff-——he won't wear antiquuted neckwear.

Get his present where he always buys his wearabiles-—-lore,

This whole storeis a verituble Cheisunns 'ree of  wifts
beautiful ties faultless fitting shivts, “just vight” - underwoear,

o 1 49cts. to $2.00; substantinl ‘half-hose, #5cts, 1o H0c¢ts.:

handkervehiefs, 25cts. to H50cis.; pood collnrs and culls, 10¢Ls,
to 25cts.: handsome umbrellas, K100 (o H2,00: suit cases,
20cts 1o 85,00, silk mulllers, 0cts, to 1,005 sweaters, $1.00
to 81,50,

A Suit as a Gift.

A particularly good gift for the boys,  Detter still if it is o
“Minter suit, Bvery boy looks upon o “Minterssuit of clothes
as something fine, something better than the ovdinney, There's
more style, more dash and snap to iv—move wear,

Suits with Double Breasted Coat, knee puants,
%5,00.

Young Men's Suits, nres from 15 to 19 years, 3,50 Lo 10,00,

Men's Suits, 5,00 1o $15.00,

Overcoat Gifts.

Overcoats with as mueh smarvtness as fashionable tailors
can cut and sew into an Overcoat, 55 00 1o $10 90,

$2.00 10

17 Young Men's Overconts, 83,50 1o 87,50,
A visit to the store will give you an excellont idoa of jast
how well we can help you seleet yowre wilts, :
Why not buy early, and avoid the crowds of the lust diys
before Christmas? :
We are ready foi you now,

J. E. MINTER & BRO.,

Leaders of Low Prices.
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Tho Wind You Have Always Bought, and which has hoon
in uso for over 30 years, has borne the sicnatnre of

. C:;? and has been made under his por-

sonal supervision since ity infnney.
Allowpo ono to deceive vortin {Lis.
Al Counterfeits, Xmitations and ¢ Just-nse 06d?? ore bt
Lxperiments that tritle with and endanger the health off
fafunts and Childven—Experience against Bxperiment.

What is CASTORIA

Castorin is & harmless substituts for Castoyw Oil, Pare.
ooviey, Props and Socothing Syvrups.  ¥6 is Pleasant,. 1o
containg peither Opium, Morphine nor othcr Narcotio
substonee, Kt age is its guarantee, It destroys Worng
und allays Feverishness, It cures Diarrhoen and Wind
Jolie, It relieves Mecothing Troubles, enres Constipntion
and Flatuleney, X6 assimilates the Food, rogulntes the
Stomach nnd Bowels, giving healthy and naturel slecp.
e Children’s Panacen—The Mother’s Friond,

asnuive CASTORIA suwave
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~ The Kind You Have Always Bough!
in Use For Over 30 Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, 77 MURNAY BTREET, MEW YONK oITY,
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lepping; Stones fo Prosperity

THE SUCCESSFUL PLANTER
< FERTILIZES HIS LANDS. ..., -

- The VirginiaCarolina Chemical C




