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_way he went off withoat a word, and

~ vhere sticks to it ho ain’t."”
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It was about 4 o’clock on Christmuy
evo amd business wos over as 1 closed
my desk and  rose with o weary yawn, |
There was little in my surronndings to
remind me of the day, no frost on tho
windows, no snow on the ground ont-
side and no shoarp bracing cold in the
nir. The windows woro ns wide open a8
they conld be, o tho stemdy swinging
of the ** punkah' overhend was all thab
kept the voom from being stitlingls hot
and , Aor the oflice was situated
somoewhere about latitwdo 14 north, in
tho foraway Philippine islonds, whero |
the great, beautiful Howers have no per-
fume and the wonderiul birds never
ging, where tho southern eross glittors
over the lamd ot night and the great
dipper s upsido down and  the sun sets
wilhin two minutes of o quarter aftor 6
all thoe year avound,

So 1 had botore me about two hours |
and o halt of davlight, and | was try-
ing to decide whether to utilize it by
riding out to the teums elub and hay-
ing afternoon toa, or walking to the
paris to bear the band play and see the
Spamsh dignitieies. The native clerks
in the outer voom had  dusted up and
now cimo pliding in with bare, splay
toed foet, liko black headed ghosts in
their whito clothes, to bid moe ** buenas
noches' and & happy Chreistmas, and in-
cidentally to roceive ench his holiday
it of oneor perlugs five big silver dol-
Javs, according to his station, from Jose,
the halt broed ehief elovk, who on the
strength of his diznity and of his speak-
ing o bittle English kept his shivt tuck-
ed inside his trovsers and wore cinbroid-
ercd  sandals, down to littlo Nito, the
ervannd boy, hardly more than o savags
of the wilderness,  They luud  the
“Christmas feeling' anyway, and asso-
ciated it with the mereury’s ranging
from 80 to 105 degrees, as wo New ing-
landers do its rambling from zero to
freceing

Tho last *muchas gracias, senor,
had been said, and the last elovk glided
out, and tho gray headed oll ** punkah
cooly' was stealthily watehin,: £00
me take up oy jacket, the signai for
his departtire, when the trumping of
unmmnistalkablo and evidently stout boots
soundud without, and with a prodigious
erash of tho scrcen door thero enterald
into my sanctom stalwart Captain Hale
of tho goow Laip Monhegan, arvayed in
gnowy linen amd erowned with o brond
pith hehmet, accomponicd by stont aiuld
Jjolly Mrs, Hale, carrying a biz baskot
and o brown gingham wmbreily, with
her cheerful faco beaming frou  tho
dopthsof areal old fashioned sunbonnet,

“Good evening, sir,”" thoy both eall-
ed out, and Mrs Tale added:  **\Wish
you a moerry Christmas, M. B, My,
nin't it hot!" sabsiding into tho bame-
Loo chair which 1 had placed for hoer
under tho punkah, with o “pica, hom-
bre'' (faster, man), to old Podro, the
cooly, who redoubled his eflorts with a
disnpproving grunt,

YGood gracious, Mr. B, exelaimed
Mrs. Hale, “*don’t, for pity's sake, malke
that poor old fellor work so this hot day
onmy ‘count. Stopit, "' shaking her nm-
brella vigorously at Pedro, who took
this for a signal to go faster still, and
tho big fan flapping madly back and
forth till 1 ealled, ** Despacio’’ (gently).

Tho Monhegan had been in thoe bay
for o numth pust under charter to me
for Boston, and was now cleared and
ready to =il tho next day, | had spent
many o pleasant bour on board with the
cuptain wud s wile, rejoicing in the
homelike feeling it gave me to hear
thoir good old Yankes forms of speech,
Tho yery sight of their healthy fuces,
browned by tho sun in many soas, did
me good inoy weary exile, and their
presoneo secmed to diffuso an atmos-
phero of the breczy pines and wind
swept shores of Maine.  And how good
their primitive, shipboard food was aft-
er months of awful Spanish cooked din-
ners on shoroe!

And now the sgound of their hearty
voices scemed to give the carthqualko
ront, dingy walls of the old oftice build-
ing a pleasanter aspeet. **Youn seo; Mr.
B, " enid the ecaptain, "“wo kinder
thought we'd drop in and give ye the
good wishes of the scason 'fore goin
round to do our Christinasine Fact is,”
bho added, siniling, **tho ol lady can't
pet on without celebratin Christias,
no matter where sho is, and sho'’s al-
ways bound to give some presents to
folka, If woe're at sen, sho gives 'em to
my crew, and if we'rve in port like this
sho hunts up poor folks and gives 'em
to 'em, heathens and all. Ain't that so,
mother?”

Mra. Huale nodded. *“*That's a fact,
father, " shoe said. *Why, "twouldn't
geem the least mito like Christmas if 1
couldn't give presents, whether I be
home in Boothbay or not. As for hoea-
thens, that don't make a bit of differ-
enco. It's Christmas jest the same,
whether they know it or not, und it
tickles 'em jest as much toget presents,
and mo to give 'om. And you're jest
the same, John,  You know you bo, "

“Well, I don't know but what I be,
Maria, " acknowledged the captain, and
they went on to tell of their queer ex.
periences while “* Christmasin' in out of
the way Chineso and Afvican ports with
chugliles and poals of laughter that sct
Pedro grinning by foreo of examplo,
though ho couldn't understgnd  a word.
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Mrs. Hale, 'L thought mayboe I eould
muke b a e more nre GirisEonns o

you amd them other young men here
away from their own folks, so I mudo
you this."" And with that she extracted
from hoer baskot the very grandfather of
all Christmas plum puddings—the first
ono I had seen for threo years, “Maybo
tain’t jost what you'd get nt home, "
she said, holding it out with both hands
whilo the cantain towered beside her.
BiA LRt OF genulne Heyfie at my gar-
priso, *“‘eauso I didn’t have just the
rvight fixin's, but 1 guess it'll go down
pretty well. There, take it and don't
bother to say ono word.” And I knew
the kind old soul saw that for tho mo-
ment I could as casily have flown as
uttered tho thanks [ felt.

“Trust the old lady to know what
boys like,’" said the captain, **Wo had
8 boy once ourselves. 11o'd bo jest ahout
your ogo now," ho added in a lower
tone, pliuicing nt his wifo.

“Wa'lvo got him now, John, na I've
always said and always will,”  gaid
Mrs. Halo quictly, rearranging her bas-
ket.

The enantain went on in answer to my
wondering Took: “*Yon e, onr poy rui

“off when ho wa'n't more'n 15, He'd
been kind of wild, ns boys be, and I'm
afraid Iwas a littlo harsh to him Any-

“wo. ain’t nover heard of him gineo, I
feol protty suro he's dead, but mother

“ond I'm goin to stick to it, John,
i1l I know for sure.” And then with
cheory smile at mo: It kind of does mo
good to keop lookin forward to seein
Rufe again somo day. Now, come nlong,
‘John; it's gottin lato, "’

I slipped on my jacket, wheroupon
Pedro vanished, aud nccompanied tho
“worthy couple down to the door of the
building. On the stairs Mrs, Hale turn-
~ed and whispored to mo: *“‘John talks

g it he didn’t caro much about Rufe’s
zln Off. but now ho really does, Mr. -

f ; 5o '

H. 1T he could hna our poy, “twiduin
tako ton years off hisage and mine too, ™'

I did not doubt it, and I refrained
from saying that I thought it would
probably add ten years to Rufoe's it Mo
could realizo the sort of mother and fa-
ther he had left g0 many years ago.

Ho I bade them good night, promising
to sco them in the morning and with
hearty thanks for their thoughtful kind-
ness, and watched thom as they tradgod
away toward the native quarters, their
sturdy figures tovvering above the mot-
ley crowd of natives and Chinamen
who thronged thoe narrow street and
filled the air with their oncouth gabhlo.

I seut my groom home with the pro-
clous pudding, and, mounting my pouy,

| threadod my way around to the English

club. There I found MeGregor, the old
Heoteh doctor, standing in tho doorway
and amusing himself by tossing coppors
onw at u thme to o cerowd of lume, halt
and blind beggars, who as each coin foll
instantly becime an appalling tanglo of
skinny arms and logs,

“Hello!' said ho as I drow up. *1
was just coming round after yon. *“*Su-
Iul'" (get away) to tho beggars, who
were plucking at various portions of his
raiment, and, liko metamorphosed Oli-
vor Twisty, asking for mors,  ** Arven't
youacting American consul just now?"’
he inguired.

During the temporary absenco of tho
consul I had undertaken his not very
arduous duties, being tho only other
American resident in tho place,

“Well,”  continued the *“*medico,*
I have' a fellow conntryman of yours
very bud with fover down in Malaeanan
(native quarter), asailormwan, only just
out of the Mpanish jail for thumping a
guardia (policeman) last year. [ have
my doubts of his lasting long, and you'd
better come down if you will, "

Of course | would come, consnl or
pot.  In theso hidden corners of the
world any one in trouble, vagabond
suilor, “hoach comber” or unlucky clerk
out of employment, is as sure of help
from more fortunato fellow countrymen
as if ho wero in his native land—sorer
perhaps, unless he happen to be a Chi-
paman, in which caso his friends lot
him dio nnmolested and then pay the
ciprnses of burying him in China, o
backhanded sort of philanthropy, very
characteristio in John Chinaman,

S0 tho doctor jumped into a public
earvinee and  rattled away toward Ma-
lacaiian, while I tollowed on my pony,
leaving the beggurs to philosophically

L equae down ground  the elub doorway

and resnme Lheir everlasting wail of
YUbieity, for love of heaven, churity "

Foor old MeGivepor's story was a sad
onn Lwigz years before, nsa young man,
he had como to the Philippines on a
pleasura trip with his wife, and hero
sho dicd suddenly of cholera, that ter-
rible seonvge of the east, which then was
claining ita victims by thousands, and
for 20 years the doctor had never left
tho island where sho lay, among the
tall palms in the littlo nglish cemetery
on Santa Ana hill.  But many others
had reason to Lless the eause that kept
Dr. MeGregor among them,  From the
proudest Spanish ofticial in his palace
to the humblest savage in his bamboo
hut the doctor's time and skill were al-
ways at their servico. And many a
youngster fresh from homo had been
saved from going wrong in that land of
wild and lawless life by his kindly
words of counsel and advice.

Wo stopped at Inst before a miserable
hut on the outskirts of the town, and
giving the pony in charge of a passing
native I followed the doctor in. The in-

terior was dack snd gomparatively cool
An old native woman, [IRe a "groleseme

fmage, was squatting on the bamboo
floor beside a heap of *“*nipa’ leaves
and picees of matting, on which lay a
white man, tossing, turning and bab-
bling with delirium, in the full grip of
the jungle fever—a young man evident-
ly, his once powerful frame, fearfully
reduced by illness and confinement, cov-
ered by tho rageed and grimy shirt and
trousers of a sailor,  He beeame quicter
#s MeGregor raised his head and drank
thae medicine given him, but began mut-
teriag again as the doctor laid him
down.

e was a wee bit maore rational this
afternoon, ™ said  MeGrogor, “and told
moe i bit of his stovy, but he conldn’t
or wouldn't tell his namo. 1 found him
Just outside on the grass and brouglit
bim in horo for want of a better pluce,

Y Was there nothing in his poclkets?™
I aslod, .

“Nought but these,” showing a few
centimes, at which  the old  womi:
Euired grecarty.  TUHO may come o nis
sensces o bit soon.  Yo'd better  bide
awhilo. "

‘“Is ho past hape, Mae?' I askerd
“Can't we do anything—take him to ¢
better house, I mean?'’

The doctor shook his head  **If wi
could got him up north now, I'd sy
ho'd get well with the constitution 1
has. It's the heat of the place that keep:
him down. 1% poor lud's made il
one of our ain collio dogs—strong n
well in the cold, but when taken by fo
ver in this climate—swhish! burns up
like gunpowder. "

It was terriblo to seo ono of my own
race dying thus in the lowest degrada
tion, like o wretched savago, nursed by
an ignerant old  barbarian only for the
sako of tho money sho knew we would
give her, more terrible as time went oy,
and tho poor parched lips never ceascd
their childish, unintelligible chattor
Oh, for a bit of ico or anything to cool
that burning forehend! But nothing is
cool there, nothing but death,

80 wo sat in silenco, T with my hal
met fanning the flushod face, so drawn
and haggard, which must bhave boeen
strong and handsomo in health, and the
doctor ever and anon raised the heavy
head with the gentleness of o woman
and gavo medicine, while the old hag
crouched in o corner and mumbled to

herself, wondering if when the man was
dead she wounld get a whole siiver po-

80 or not.  Outside tho brown peoplo
chattered and lnughed in their freedom
from care, now and then peering inwith
curious faces and running away with
fresh shouts. Their turn might come
uext, but little they eared. The present
was theirs for enjoyment of life. Nover
mind tomorrow,

Buddenly the tumult seomed to in-
erease and concentrate farther down the
road. Then it began to approach, the
soreams and happy laughter of children
minglod with the elearer tones of u for-
eiguer's tongue, and as tho crowd reach-
ed tho hut I suddenly heard a familinr
voico saying: “‘There, littlo boy, don't

ou bo so greedy. Let that little girl
avo some,  Ain't it nice, John, to svo
how thoy enjoy it?'"

McCiregor looked np in wonder, and
I roso and wont to the door. Thero 1
found Captain Halo and his wife, sur-
rounded by a perfect horde of delighted
children, he tossing coppers about from
® cauvas bag and she distribnting can-
dy, penny whistles and numerous odds
and ends from her huge basket, both
their faces perfect piotures of the honest
pleasure which changed to such pro-
found amazement at the sight of mo
that for o moment a combined assanlt
by the native infantry on their basis of
supplies was almost successful, only
provented by a vigorous use of the cap-
tain's bamboo stick and Mra Hale's
gingham umbrella,

I'started to explain why I was there,
but before I finished Mrs. Hale, with an

arolilmation of, ''Why, the poor fel-

BOLL® 108 contonts Nying 1o every aireo-
tion, thereby creating a sceno of riot
which those peaceful  tropic shades had
never witnessed the like of, and then
trotted straight into thoe hat, followed
by her husband, who bent his tall form
nearly double to enter the door.

The doctor rose and bowed with gour-
tesy of 60 years ago as the motherly old
lady bent down by the sufferer's side,
erying: “‘Oh, the poor, poor fellow!l
Just seo bim, John!'

1 moved in from the doorway, and
the light of tho setting sun fell on tho
invalid's fuee, and suddeuly a ery wont
up that rang through the tiny hovel
and far above the noisy clivnor outsido
=i cry from tho depths of o mother's
beart: *“Jobmn! Father! It's our Rufe,
our own boy! Oh, Rufy. RQufy, aftor all
these yenrs!"
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Step  out softly, kind old doector
Como with me and wateh the sun go-
fng down inall its tropical glory boe-
hind the great voleanio rangoe, if you
can soo it, for | cannot. It is nll o blur
to mo. But 1 ean seo this—a noble ship
at anchor in the bay with all sails bent,
ready to sail tomorrow and boar away
from this burning lund one fever strick-
en to the cool breezes of the opon sea
and suro recovery under his own moth-
or's care,

And hark to the bells of vespers this
Christmas eve as they ring the warning
from clureh and gray onthedral, of the
glorious word thoy will tell tomorrow
to moen of every faith and creed, **QGlory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goad will townrd men "' —Charles
Bryant Hownrd in Short Stories.

CHR!ST CHILD LLEGENDS.

Bensts nnd Nirda leve a Prominent Place
In Christimns Lore.

The story of the hunting of the wiren
in the isle of Man every Christmns is
well known,  She is koown os Our La-
dy’s hen, God's ehiviien, Christ's bird,
because sho was present ab Christ’s
birth, brought ad feathers to
cover the Holy Buabe ard made o nest in
his cradle.

In France the euckoo was eideved to
have flown from o Christios oz,

A Latin poem of the mithile ngestolls
that tho crossbill hatehes nor cges at
Christmas and hor young bivds tly ofl in
their full plumage at Kaster.

The Molwnmmedans have many leg-
ends of Isa, or Jesus. One tolls that
when ho was T years olil he and his
companions made birds and beasts ol
clay, aud Isa proved his superiority by
making his 1§ and walk us ho con-
manded,

In the Tyrol they say the ravens used
to have snow whito plumage, bhut one
day Jesus wanted to drink at o stremmn,
and they splushed and <o befouled the

Mmoss

water that he could not, so he said,
“Ungrateful birds, you arve prowd of
your snow white feathers, but they

shall become Llack and vemain so until
the judgment day, "

A Russian legend tells that  Ye horse
flesh onsiderod unelean becanse whon
Christ lny in his manger tho  hovse ato
tho hay from under his boed, buat the ox
would not and brought back on his
horns to replace what the horse s,

The Britems beliove that the ox and
the ass talk together hetween 11 and 12
o'clock every Clivistings evo,

In Gormany tho eatthe kneel in their
stalls at that hour,  Another version
says they stand up.

The nss and tho cow are saered be-

cause they breathed upon the Hely Babe
in his stall,
i tho most sure footed of ani-
uso ho earricd tho holy fami-
Iy to Bgypt Yw night. Ho has had o
cross on his back ever sineco,

Old women used to sprinlkle holy wa-
ter on tho ass and the cow todrive away
discago,

Dees are said to buze in their hivey
at the exnet hour of our Saviour's Lirth,

I north Germany the version of the
man in the moon is thus told: Ono
Christmas evo a peasant greatly desived
cabbige, but as he had none in his own
gavden ho stole from his neighbor,
Just as he filled his basket the Chirist
Child vado by on his whito horse aud
snid, “Beeanso thow has  stolen on
Christmas ove thou shalt sit in tho
moon with thy eabbogo basket.” And
there he still sits, —Philadelphia Ledg-
cr.

Chrlstins In Denminrk.

The treo is always lightod on Christ-
mas ove in Demnark, andd the family all
mect together then,  Tho older peoplo
ot their presents on a plato at their
places at the table, and the children's
gifts are on the tree. Roast gooso is al-
ways the chief foature of our Christmas
eve dinner and a dish of rice is eaten
on Christmasg eve before dinner is sory-
ed.  Appio fritters ave caten inciond of
plum pudding. Christmas day itself g
observed strictly as o religious fostival,
but tho day before and ihe duy after
Christmas are holidays.  Thoe theaters
ara open, and the young peoplo givo
dances,  Our little Dunish  ohildren do
not  know about Santn Claus. They
havo instend what they eall a Nisson,
moeaning n Christmas brownio in tho
shapo of a little old man with o largo
gray beard who is supposed to live un-
der the ground. Another Danish super-
stition is that at midnight Christingy
evo the cows in tho stable rise and low
in salutation, and on Christimas evo
younganaidens tell their fortunes by
breaking the white of an opg into o
glass of water and watching tho shapey
it assumes.

“Glagelig Jul!™ is the Danish grect.
ing for “Happy Christmas "' —Selocted.

Christmns In England,

I faney an English Christins ig too
well known to need much deseription.
English novels havo deseribed it fully,
and tho F.gdsh illusteaced papers at
Christmas time give o good iden of the
festivitics,  BEvery one who has o coun-
try pluco goes there for Christinas,
Thero is generally a lnrgo houso party,
and dancing and skating help to puss
the time, The houses and churches aroe
decorated with holly and g 08,
“‘mistletos hangs on tho castlo wall,
The tree is almost as universal an insti-
tution in England as in Gormany, and
tho ovening is given over to nmusing
tho children, who play blind man's
buff, snap dragon and bhido and seck.
Tho proverbial English Christmas din-
ner always includes roast beef and plum
pudding. Every self respocting English-
man goes to church on Christinas mom-
ing, and in somo country parishes the
“waits’ still sing  their carols from
house to house on Christinas eve,

In other respocts it is kept vory much
a8 the American Christmas. - -British
Consul in Chicago T'ribuno,

P LEre wne acun insDond,

How cheorleas 1s the wind that swoeps
The hilla of Galiles,
ore, murmurless, the Jordan orceps
Down to the deep Dead soal

O'er barron rooks the dead vines trafl
And by dead tondrils cling,

And on the hill and in the vale
There 18 no breath of spring.

The dying glance of Chriss tho King
Beoms to havo stald and stilled

The vei-e of every living thing
Where Ohrist the King was killed.

Tho brooks, the birds that sing with them,

Havo long since passod s .
And all about Jerusalem o

" w-ﬂhl_ldud today,
02 Warman in New York fiom

CHRISTMAS CAROL.,

Hoznnnn!  Hosannol
Yo nntions hear thoe story —
Toduy ye nre redovmaed,
Mude heirp with Christ in glory!
Bring ont the silent harps
And tune them all nnew,
Then stog O wngels stand amnzed—
A Baviour's Lorn Lo you.

Hosnnnal  losannnd

Twas sl plicrds told the story—

The star had led the way
To o manger filed with glory,
Bing ont, yo Christmas bellst
Death's power hath pnssod nway,

And heaven - foges with this glad theme—
Maon is redocosed todny.

Hommmal  Hosannal

Lt honven sl vaeth repeat.

Join soroplim and chorab
In hemnge at his foet,

Lat songe of suving groneo,
With nngel’s nonthem vie,

For unto God the swoetest sonnd
Is o vedeomed one's cry.

Bring roses, sweot roses)

For unto you fagivin

A ranzom from the grave,
A prssport into heaven,

Bwing wide, vo penrly gntesl
Lot nnthems hnve full sway.

The King of tilory left hits throne
Upon that Christinns day
=Wilhimmn E. Shetticld in Brooklyn Eagle

NORWAY ANDSWEDEN

YULETIDE CUSTOMS IN THE LAND
OF THE VIKINGS.

Buperstitions Regnrding Nissen, the Scan-
dinnvian of thoe
Hired Men— Legond of Brothors
Uly and Grimm.

Santin Clans — Pranka

thes

The peasantry of Norway and Sweden
penerally build their homwes as near cach
other as convenient. Often five to soven
families live adjoining, constituting o
mininturo village.  After the first day
has pussed the enjoyment conumences.
Dancing is the principal enjoyment for
tho youth, while tho old people and thoe
children  stay at home and  rehearso
talos that aro replete with orgics nnd
“Nisson, ' oo ““Tomtegubben, '’ as ho
also is called. The latter is a miniature
being that corresponds in many respeets
to the Scotch brownio, but is quite
Banta Clausliko in genceral appearance,
Tho tales that are told have been handed
down from generation to gencration,
and wero ot one timoe bolieved, and even
in somo districts considerable credeneo
is still given to what is stated about
these nnnatural beings,

Nissen iz tho being that is of the
greatest intorest to tho young,  He s
not a bad  fellow at all, il ho can only
have his way. Whero ho lives no ono
knows, It is supposed that he spends
tho days sleeping in some of the hills

or under the ground.  Although hoe is
small, ho is  possessed  with  super
natural power and can do much to

shapo  tho fate of o person, cither gond
or bl Great eare is thercfore cxers
cisad to do what is known will pleaso
Nissen, Specinl attention must bo given
him Christmas eve. Should b como
around after midnipght and his favorito
dish, rvomegrod, has not been placed
outsido near the door, trouble will re-
sult.

When the peoplo awake in the morn-
ing, they can expeet to find their enttle
ina terrible condition. Nissen general-
ly vents his vengeanca on the animals
of tho faurm. They will bo tired tho
next day, showing that Nisson has boen
playing somo prank with them, thereby

keeping sleep from thome Articles in
tho burn will bo found topsy turvy,
while the horses have been  turned

around in their stall, but if tho dizh
has been placed out for him he is hap-
py. Ho shows hisgratcfulness in deeds,
When the hived man in that case goes
out to the barn Christimas morning, ho
may oxpeet to find all his chores done,
Tho horses have Leen curried so they
look fino as silk, whilo the cows give
twice their usual amount of milk, In
many cases the wood has been split.

Muny superstitious people on this oe-
oasion bar tho door with a picce of stecl.

They arve afvaid of him, and stecl is
tho only thing that Nissen has no power
over. Ho has often been known to have
entered the houso and stolen fuod. Many
a hired girl can vouch for the faet that
she has heard him climbing abount on
the shelves of the larder, and oven in o
fow cases he has been soen,

The youth still in aowmanner retain
the habitsof theirancestry, Ateventido
they pather together from the simall
villages and visit their neighbors. As a
rule, the ground at this timoe of year i
heavily covered with snow, and tho trip
has to be mado on skis.  This is one of
the most delightful features of the cole.
bration. Thoe ski is the national articlo
of locomotion, and the boys and girly
are adepts in tho art of standing on
them in the deep declines and rugged
hills. The young people go from neigh-
bor to neighbor gathering more of them.
They huave often no  particular desting-
tion, but know they will end some-
where. When they come to some partie-
ularly large farmhousoe, they drop their
akis and go inside.  Hero evorvthing is
in readiness for them in tho way of
food, drink and music. Tho fiddler
strilkes up his merry tunes, and thosoe
present aro hurled into a vortex of mer-
riment.

In most parts of tho country this fea-
turo is in no way marred, and thoe dance
gooes on until late in the morning, when
the young go home, only to meot some-
where colse the following night.

In gome of the primitivo parts of Nor-
wav. ss Guldbrandsdalen and  Voss,
fights were indulgbd M in years gone
by. This custom has not entirely chang-
ed, but thoe fatalitics that were so com-
mon then do not exist now. Then when
a couplo went to ono of these dances
the girl would generally take her loy-
er's funcral gown along, fully expoet-
ing that he would nced it Léfore tho
night had gone.

In the southern part of 8weden, Yul-
lotta, a custom that is very beautiful, is
recognized by the peasantry. The early
morning mass at 4 :30 Christmas day is
attended by nearly overy one. The
members of the congregation have ofton
a8 far as seven miles to walk through
tho snow. They come from all direo-
tions in delegations, ench enrrying a
long pole upon which a picea of pitch
is burning. As the surroandings are
atill in darkness, tho sight of those
moving lights toward one centor s im-
posing. The hired men in this part of
the country havoe n rather peculiar joke
that they try to play upon cach othor
Christmas morning. [t is to try to goet
up early and go over to the nvighbors
and perform tho chores of the hired
man there before he gets up  Great do-
light is taken in tho perpetration of this

triflt_

n the early part of the cencury 1t
was a bolief that on Christmas eve all
tho unnatural beings joinod togethor in
8 grand carousal. Thoy woero led by
Thor, the god of the clements, and they

flow through the air, creating a torrible
nome ana oren annige, \‘.ll‘nlﬁm Widlha-

von's poem ‘' Asganrdsreien' tolls of o
deud that was committed by this flook.
It was Christmas eve, and a wedding
was being celobrated. The bride was of
the fairest and thoe bridegroom the
worthiest. Many had been invited, and
the general enjoyment was enhanced by
the free flow of liquor. When every one
was in a sloopy condition from ite an-

fluons use, tho doora flew o; ~n, and

brothers Girimm and Ulv entered,

V..
- —

bride, mind Lo with oue (Or Feveugs,
attoek was made,  The women hadadled
togetber, while the mon il to radly
The brothers Bad seized tho Lridesroom,
and Ulv wiag about to plunge bis doge-

Y7

gor iuto his breast, Then o teeriblo
ervsl was bheard, and it seemod as il
10,000 demons woereon (e oatside, '
brothers stood as if teansised, Ty
knew it was Aspaoardae 1 thiey
faltered,  ‘Lhe doors tew open, aed Uy
was seized by the thront and draged

on the outside. Then the peaple pather-
ed in the house heard o sheill whiz, as
of something flyving through the air,
and then all was quict, but Uly was
never seen again,  His brother Grimm
was budly hurt, but recovered, and on
Christmas ovenings in years thereaftor
he told to the children the wedding fes-
tival that was visited by Asgaardsreien.
—Minncapolis Tribune,

In o note following some quotationy
regarding Christmas aud winter weathor
the author of an old London publication
gays, Theso prognosties of  weather,
ete,, I look upon as altogether uneer-
tain, and woero thoy narrow ly observed
would as often miss as hit ™" Besides
being quoted as above the proverb i
varied as follows: A hot May makes o
fut churchyord' amd A green winter
makes o fat churehyard. ' Uo the latter
proverb is added this note, **U'his prov-
erb was  sufliciently confuted in tha
yoear LGGT, when the winter was very
mild, and yet no mortality or epidem-
ical discase ensued tho summer or nu-
tumn following. ""—Philadelphia Ledg-
ar.

THE UNIWERSITY  OF THE UNITED STATES.

TO LEAD ALL THI WORLD,

The Idean Was Oviginated by George
Washington and Has Come Down
to the 'resent Day,

The bill to establish the University
of the United States bas ngain been in-
troduced in both houses of Congress,
The bill In general terms provides for
an institution of the highest possible
type, for the praduntes of acercdited
colleges and universities only  with
special  refercnce to the work of origi-
nal recearch and investigation in all
import: ot fields of inquiry. The gov-
arnment is vested in a board of repents
and a university counc'l.  ‘T'he hoard of
repgents cmbraces the president ol the
United States, the Chiel Justico of the
United States, the Commissioner ol
IS tueation,  the  Secrctary of  the
Smithzoninn Institute, the president of
the Nutional Academy of Sciences, the
president of the Nationul lucational
Association, the president of the Uni-
vorsity and nive other citizeus (o be
appointed by the president by anud with
the ndvice and consent of the Senate,
no two of them =hall be from the s une
State. The Uwsiversity Council is to
have immediate chuarge of the work of
instruetion, rescarch and investization.
It consists of the repents and twelve
other members, to be appointed by
them from among eminent educators,
with a like iwpartial distribovion, Al
courses and ollicors of instru tion and

e i T L TS VO ) Ll Ry D
silorepulations governivg the bt
al wanagement of  tha instituun n,

Neither seetarian nor political pe. -
crences inany form are to beallowe
hatever in Lhe appoiotmoents o in o
of the operations of the iwstitution.
Authority is given to establish with
other institubions of leaening such co-
operative relutions as are deemed ad-

vantngeous,  Provision is made o)
the use of whnt is konown as * Univer-
sity  Sqgunre,” the site sel wpart by
Wi-hingron  for university purposes

and lately oceupled by the Naval Ob-
servatory, Congress s now asked for
but cnough means Lo enable the beaed
AR LB W ul gilbAe g pPrativicisg
nuugurate the instititution,

Gifis and boguests are to be deposit «

o the United Staws Treasury in tros
i invested in bondas of the Unite
stiutes bearing five per cent. interes |
'he present illis the ouvgrowt ., o

e than 100 years of avitneion, T
thought of a national university ficst
came W Washington while command-
ing the revolutionary army,

Subsequently as prosidont he repeat-
cdly urged its estabiisbment and in
his last will und testament left $25 000
in stocks as u tirst endowment, the in-
terest to be compounded.  Had Con-
rross fostered the plan this sum would
now be nearly #35,000,000, The idea
thus cherished by the father of his
country was also indorsed by 'resic e it
John adane, JoNcison, Maueud, sl
rog, John Quiney Adums and Jackson,
el [n more recent years by President's
Grant uod Hayes, During all this tim
Lth s mensure was advocuted by men L
most distinguished for learning and
statesmanship, but owing to the lack
of arganize cort nothing practical
wus necomplished.

Toe e woaern movement in thi
ciuse muy be said to have been i
anented in 1860 by the Natbea
IBduentionnl association, after an appoal
from Dr. John W. Hoyt, ¢f Wisconsin,
ab the close of his educational tours of
imzpection Inull the connries of Kurope
and in the Amerlean States, by autho -
iy of the government.  That great o -
sociation thrice unanimousiy indorscd
the university proposition, and througl
Its commitien, 8 bl was introduced
und  unanimously reported in  the
House in 1874, The measure consinucd
Lo receive the indorsement of leading
scholars and statesmen from time to
time, and in 1890, & university bill was
introduced in the Senate vy Mre, b,
munds, of Vermont, and vpon his w -
tion, referred to a select committe.
with Scnator ’roctor as chulrmu:
The present general movement wi
hecun ot the Pan-re mh! e vonop 5.
1801, by the appointment of the com-
mittee of promotien, to be enlarged in
tho diseretion of its ehairman, ex-Gov.
John W. Hoyt, which committeo, by
stendy growth, beecame whnt is kno vn
a8 tho Nutional University Committe
of One Hundred—-a  committe now
grown to several hundreds, embracing
the presidents of all the state univer-
sities and some 200 other leading in-
stitutions, the superintendents of pub-
lic instrection of all the States but
one, and many of our most distin-
guished statesmen, scholars, scientists
and men of alfnirs, Tu 1892 ex-Gov.
Hoyt presented to the Senute s memn-
orial giving & complete history of the
clforts alrendy made for anationsl uni-
versity, with the arguments therofor,
of which seversl editions have boeoen
printed,  In 1803 Senator Proctor's
committeo ununimously reported the
bill, Senator Hunton, of Virginia, suc-
cended Senator Proctor as chalrman,
and the committee was mado the stand-
ing committee it now is. It likewis
reported unanlmously In 1801 and the
bill was ably discusscd in $he Senate.

With the approval of the national
university committee, patreiotle womoen
of the country, under the load of Mpe,
Eillen 1M, Rickurdson, of Buston, assum-
lpg the eurly estublishment of the in-
stitution, have organized the George
Washington M morinl committee lor
auxiliary, though Independent work,
vhelr purpose being to raisa by popu-
iar subseription #250,000 for the orec
tlonon University Squaro of a first uni-
versity building, T'ne ladies engnged
in this work are of such charactar and
Influence sy to give great hope of the
success of their undertaking. More-
over, distinguished friends of art ap
lanning for national art gallories to
e established in connection with and
a8 & part of the Unlversity of the
United Swates. Itisthe 1ntcnlfon of the
national university committee that the
government and the poople shall co-
operatejin the cstablishment of the pro-
posed university, and it Is intondeditha
the billshall be pressed to early passege
80 that July 0, 1300, the one hundreath
anniversury of Washington’s bequest,
shali witness at least the practical be-
flnning of what should Lecome the

eaning unlversity of the world. }

Royal makes the faad pure,
wholesome and deliclous,

POWDER

Absolutely Pure

AOYAL DAKING POWDER €O, NEW YORK,

THE RETURN,
A CHEISTMAB STORY Il\‘. G, T. FELRIS.

[Copyrhsht, 1867, by the Author.]

Frustrated  hope threw its blight on the
cheery old face as Mrs, Martin read the
lettor from her son Panl. 1o had been o
wanderer for elght yeonrs and now wroto
from South Afrviea, The same  feeling
haunted Kate Lockwood's ine eyes, thongh
sho bit her Hp at the conseious revelation
But Mrs. Martin did not see.  ilor osos
were blurred. And moarmuring, ©*What
could bave happencd to change his mind?”
ns I It woro the presage of somoe greater
blow, she went on with the reading:

“1'd glve o fow Csparklers' to be with
you on Christimas, ns I had planned  Hut
o fellow can't always fullill his own wish
s, It's better to have everything wonnad
up before leaving, South Afviea hns troat
ed mo pretty well up here in its dismon:d
flelds, so 1 shouldn't kick if it keeps me in
its eluteh o lictle longer. I shan't be so
ry to leave this furnace behind, When my
letter veachoes, Joack Frost will be abrosd
with you In Vermont, eld in deo and
gnow, but here noman will bo baking ot
U6 In the shade.  I'm burned as blnck as
any Kalliv in the mines, so that you and
Kate would searveely know ay swarthy
phiz By the way, you may tell that yvoung
waman from mo that 1 don't half like her
golngs on with the Swinton man. Didn't
she promiso to walt for met 1 shall hoave
aword to suy to her nbout her faithless
ness " And so Paul's letter rambilad on
in o semichalling tone Kate's faee had
darkened to angry searlet when Mrs Mar
tin looked up and sabd: “Why, my dear
you mustn’t tanko Paul’s jokes so hard
You know what a ‘tease’ ho was from a
boy. "

That wns precisely tho trouble  1'anl
hatl alwanys been joking, Kato fearcd, A
distant consin and reared in the family
ever sinee she had cmerged Into worman
hootd nomore timnltuous sweetness lid
mingled with the ealm affeetion she bl
once folt for Paul even as sho hod for his
elder brother Wil When he had prone
awny, the was only 17, and keenly she bl
quivercd with the pang of parting  Year
after year had slid by, and the rolling
Blone found no rest and the givl's sore
heart had certainly found no balm in the
absent Paul’s jocose pheases. Yet she hiad
sometines (ineied o theill of sentbuent
and tenderness quilckening his sportive al-
lusions.  Av all events suitors had lachod
fuel for their fire, and  ber teiends ralliol
the young schoolteachor that the only men
folk sho liked wero the lads, with whom
she conld bo* jolly good fellow " in oo most
fascinating way  Her kitest admidrer, tho
head of o prosperons factory and mueh
Hkod by the Marvting, had no better luck
thin prodecossors,

“There was notime, " the old lady eon-
thnued in rominiseent mood as she lakl
down the letter, “swhen 1 Loped  vou and
Paul would come together some day; but,
lnckaday, that's all done with, T ean't
understand  the givls nowandays. 1 s'poso
you nin't afearved of Bein left an old manid,
fer, you know, you've good lookin' —and
Mra. Martin peered quizzically ot Kato
over her grlasses—*lLint sl you might
never have such a good offer ng Mr. Swin-
ton—nplenty of money, not (oo old, and ns
good s pold. As for Paul's stayin away
another yoar''—

“MWhat's that about wml's not comin
home?”  Me Martin's jolly red face, now
beginning to pucker with yewrs amd eare,
was filled with disimay 15 he suddenly on
tered the roam,  'I'hat seapegrace of ourn
oughter ho thrashed of he's nogroin to dis
appoint us ap’ing'  Ho Mres, Martin aeain
read the letter alowd, whilo Kate, il the
varicd comment of the old couple, eseapued
for a hearty ery,

Farmer Martin's gloom had a deeper
root than ordinary mi-carvinge of hope
“1T'd ruther looked 1o Paul's help of  the
wust comes, " sald he (o his wile, “fer
Will's got all he ean shoulder.  1'ho miort
gage on the place has never been casy to
meet—what with  poor erops and Lo
prices.  Lmet Squive Bavber jes' now, anil
I told him woe expected Panl. Fer supe,
eald he, and Janghed with Wis 1o, ho!
Hke somo danecd olo hyeny, nnd then ho
fnid he hoped there wonldn't be any dolay
this year 'bout the mortgage money or
somethin might tuen up, and then he onts
with another snicker. Confound his hide,
{t's us heartless as his sheepskin books, for
I had allus veekoned him a friond afore.

Thongh Christmas did not promiso any
appetizing snuco for its turkey and minee

“WHAT A TEASE!"
plo, active preparation went on as usunl,
for Will and his ehildren would be there,
and their hearts must be gladdencd with

Christmas sunshine.  Arlingford had in-
decd nlways kept thoday with more forvor
than fs tho wont with most Now Fngland
country towns It was tho day hefore
Christmas and the furmer was returning
from the woods, whither he had gono ta
seleet Ltho Chivlstimns troeo, Tho erlsp, swiet
alr was muslenl with slelghbells, for the
earth was shenthed in dozzling white, As
MO Lueact Lo Le AN STreer, NS Donstea
almost collided with o fnst eutter apinning
homeward from Chester, It was Squire
Barber returning from the county sent,
somo ecight aniles distant, whero his law
oflico was loented

Y Merey Christmas, If it 1sn't too carly "

shouted the Tnwyer, pulllng up. *What
have you got there?  Tolly, and as 1 live
mistletoo too. T haven't seen any beforo
for an ngo. "'
Y“Yes, " sadd Meo Martin, It comes and
goes In a carious way, I haln't foumd i
growin for ten years till 1 got this from
a ball rotten apple tree tn tho upper or
chad. " And he held upn sprigof it with
fta yellow leaves and whitish beerles shin

Ing ke crusted slver in the winter spark lo
of tho sun,

“The old legend says it brings oo
luck, " nnswered tho Iawyer 11 drop
in this evenlng and sce it hanging, for the
ohanco of kissing pretty Kate under the

mistletoe, unless  winton gets ahoad o
me. ' And ho chuckled heartily to himsall
as Lo drove on.
‘ho Marting had attonded the early
servico In the church and wero now gath-
erpd In the big parlor where the Chrlstinas
treo was sot londed with prosenta and tho
Al oro all O W, SOLOrNARE

| other

LT, OWILLON Wis i Ruest Ot Queasion,
though not wueh to Kate's pleasure, The
tree had been alinost steippod of its burden
amhd tho jubilation of the younpsters, nnd
even Paul's absence couhdn’t quite quench
the heartsome glow of the old folk

“Ow [ "ood ke to see Santy Cnus his
sef 'en b comes down the ehimley to
night " said lole May Martin, hor mouth
gorpged with dripping sweets,

Just then o treinendous el

bolls rang out asz if o whole caravan of
slelghs were coming up the rond. Loude
and londer < himed the silvery moasie (il i
stopped before the door amid the pawing
of horses’ hoofs,

SWhao ean it he?'" they all said to ench
SPerhaps i is Spnta Claus, " whis
pered IKate to Hittle May  Thechild eaug bt

hing of

HOW THE OLD MOTIER CRIED AND HUGGED
[N
at the entraneing  thought and rushed to
the front door  They heard noserenm of
tervor, amd May darted back, gasping nnd
white, to hide her faee i ber Tather's lap
Santa Claus bndeed  hod come to the
child's invoeation.  Framed in the door
wiy tnd seeming almost to G stood a
great, fur eld flzure, lookiceg like ool
antie bear on its hind legs A far hel
met covercd the wholo faee, with gogpeles
In the exelot holes, and on the furey arm
hung o big basket with bulging contents
Amid the breathless silence aml wonder
the uncouth figure stalked to the Christ
mas tree and crowded its ciapty boughs
with such o Intgess of parecls ns to bened
them low,  As the pantomime went on
Mr. Martin nodided  to his wite amd Kate
and then toward their puest as i 1o gy
“his e eomaedy s the pleasant suar
prise of a rich man's woolng ' But Swin
Lton's exes were bent on Santa Claus with
o queer look of dread and espectaney
could they have ganugod his thought
Nota word was uttered il the tae elul
fnage had elosed his task, when o honese
rinbling volee, s 00 it bid been
rancous by shouting ngalnst poliae Dlasts
issued  from under the Do Beod, ealline
them by name and  sumanoning them o
receive their pifts. The ehiliren's tarn
came  first. ''ho trembling  yvoungstors
woera loaded with such porgeons and won

—_—

“1'vo Deon ringing and hammering ot
tho outer door for tive minutes, and no ong
came, 80 1 walked in," sald & new volco
as Squire Barber entered. 1 suppose
you'vo got everything lixed to your wishes
now, and that the wistletoo brought good
luck. "

“You old fox, you knew all about it
burst forth the favimer, and with o sudden
thought he opencd the envelope and saw it
was o mortgoaee satisfaction® paper. *'So
it wns Paul and you that put up thisg
Christmas joke. "'

“Yoes, dad, " sald Paul without a bit of
remorse. 1 think wo did 1t in prety
good style too. 1 started from South
Afrion ut the smng time | posted that et-
ter ns o blind and landed more than o fore-
night sinco. The rest was easily flsed,
atdd 1 determined to shake you all upwith
a big surprise  And 1 have proved such o
sucecsstul Santa Claus that a cortain young
woman hos coneluwded to et me  play
Banin Claus to bhoer for e "

“MWhere's Mreo Swinton?' sald the farm-
er, with n keen recollection of  ineivility,
for in the ezitation of the sceene all had
forgotten hime Love s sometimes vory
seltish Their guest of the early evening
had unobtrusively slipped away. o knoew
lie Wiks ote too iy

—Mprs. 15 izabeth Covington died at
Whitney on Sunday, 12th inst. She
wus betwoeen 100 and 105 vours old.

= Nuwspupers and boothlacks polish
the understanding of their patrons,

SAVE TIHE BARY!

A mother will risk her
own life many times
over, o save her babe
from the horrors of iy
W drophobia, There are
gruver perils from which
i mother should protect
her child, A mad dog is
a ratity, but thousands
of children die daily bea
cause ol the seceds of
discase implanted in
their little bodies be-
fore birth,

A woman may in-
sure the health of
her babe if she
sees to it that she
is thoroughly
strong anmd
healthy in a wo-
manly way dur-
ing the period of
pestation, Dr,
Prescription cures  all

Picree's :
weitkness and disease of the delicate and
miportant organs that sustain the burden of

Favorite

miaternity, It makes them strong, healthy,
vigorons amd  clastie, It banishes the
sgueamish spells of the expectant period
and makes hahy's introduction to the world
casy and nearly painless, It rids maternit

of peril, It insutes the neweomer’s health
and an ample sapply of sourishment, It
transforms sickly, nervous, fretful, despond.
ent, chililless wamen into healthy, happy,
belpful, amiable wives and mothers,  Over
qo,oo0 women have testified 1o the benefits

devfnl toys ns they had
could ecxist Wil Martin pgot o box con
taining o sealskin cop oand gloves '
wondeeful fur eloak which Santa
threw aroumd  Mes, Martin was e for the
shoulders of noqueen, as sho stomd theee
quivering with curiosity and o dumb pre
Bagre that feared to nime itsell o stam
mering thanks that cholied in the throni
In the farmer's hoands wis placed o lavge
seaded envelope, and he blinked and peered
as il he would  unravel some clew to the
Iprssive mystery which faced himg e
ftehed o tear apen the cnvelope, but wait
ed.

Kate Lockwood's nnme was ealled, and
her trembling Himbs coulid seaveely eavey
her forward. A little box was snappid
apen nnd o superh dimomond ring blased
like o star. She grew dizay, Tor o Blinding
ash of intelbigence came oven bhefore thint
furey mask v torn ofl with o swift gres
ture anud the birongedd faee of Panl, twiteh
I with ciotions of joy amd tenderness,
appearcid to then, How the old mother
ericd and hugged hio Gl her arms wern
weary s how tho men folk weang his haod
and overwhelmed him with broken, cagor
questionings, and how the ehildren made
shy nequabntance with the unhonown unele
Santa Clions necd not be recounted

*And has my Kate no grectings” Paul
sndd She ciane forward with cheeks ol
thme from where she Lud stoud sloof, Le
wildered with o rush of  feclings. 1
goazed ot her shining eyes; aml hor henrt
leaped ot the lover's deep look. Then he
happened to notice the twisted vine of leat
and  berey that swayed over her head, the
thne honored symbol of a thousand  swedt
mysterices

U nder the mistlctoe, too, " he laaghed
Hewas the same old teasing Paul, Pl
is us it should bes ™ And he took his privi
lego then and  there, deawing her swoeet
fnco to his and Kissing ber on the lips be
foro them all

“Look," he whispered, “at the inner
elrele of the ring, " and there Kato saw en
Eraved, “EFrom Paul to the woman he
Toves, " and that was Paul's praposal, an
swered o his satistaction by one Qasbingg
glanee, yvelled  as quickly by the modest
cyelashos

nover dreanned |

Clans |

derived from tl magvelous medicine, It

dovs away with the necessity for the em-
ihnl't;lwim: examinations and loecal treat-

ment upon which most phiysicians insist,
It substitutes cortainty for the doulbtful
treatment of obscute phyvsicians, who sel-
| dom correctly dingnose these troubles, Al
| medicine dealers sell it and Dr. Pieree will
cheerfully give free advice to ailing women
who write him,

Seores of women whe have been perma-
nently cured of obstivate and dangerous
diseases by this  groat medicine, have
permitted  their names, addresses, espe-
ricnees and photographs to he printed in
Dr, Pieree's Common Sense Medieal Ad.
viser, This book is fiee and contpins 1ad
pagres, telling the home treatment for most

isvases,  Send 21 one.cont stamps, to cover
mailing only, for paper - covired  copy,
Cloth binding 31 stamps.  Address Ve,

R. V. Picree, Bullido, NoY

W. H. MARTIN,
Attorney at Law,
LAURENS, - Sovrin CAROLINA.

Will practico in all Courts ol this State
Attention given to colloetions,

1o Ty JOHNSON, W. R RICHEY
JOIHNSON & RICILEY,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
OrFier—Floming 'Cornar, Naort host
side o Pablic Sguare,
H. Y. SIMIPSON. (05

SIMPSON &

1N BARKSDALEF
DBDARKSDALLE,
Attorneys at  Law,
LAURENS, SsouTu CAIMOLIINA
Special attention given to the investi-
wution of titles and collection of elaims
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BALL, SIMKINS & BALL,

Atlorneys at Law,

Laviens, Sourn CARoLINA.
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