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CHAPTER L
The ple of the Bald Kuob neigh-
boo{ogn tho Mirsouri Pacifio rail-
3 l{, counldn’t uuderstand why COlem
“Holder should go wrong, His people
were surely honest, and certainly did
overything that lay within the range of
their ability to give the boy a start in
life, but ho went wrong, But not in the
tiresome, everyday manner, mind you,
Heo didn’t steal a horse, and thereby in-
“vito the contempt of tho ncighborhood,
'Heo did not commit an offense so com-
monplace and so free from exposare that
‘aman of ordinary nerve would have
contémplated it without alarm, No; he
Jjumped on a pay oar, robbed the pay-
master and killed a meddlesome fellow
who ventured to protest or offer ndvice
(or something of tho sort,

What a handsomo follow Clem was!
Ho was strong and of rather good size,
but his fentures wero oy dolicate and as
reflned a8 n girl's, Hisoyes weroof that
peouliar bluo that bespeak innocence or
deviltry, you can never detormine
‘which, and kijg beir ywwag long and in-
olined to ourl, Had ho boon reared in
the old atmosphere of Italy ho would
eithor havo been an artist or o bandit,
Ho had boen morbidly restless all his
lifo, dissatisfled with the present and
foeling thut tho futuro had nothing for
him, and when his parents had bade the
world good night and gone to eternity’s
bed ho yielded no longer to rostraint,

Tho Missouri Paciflo Railway com-
pany offered a largo rewnrd for him,
Tho sheriff of the county happened to
want money at that time nnd said that
hea believed ho would go out and lead
Clom to justice, He went out on o fair-
Iy good horse and eamo baek in n wagon,
and, while his friends wero burying him
near old Ebenezer churveh, some one re-
marked that Clem always had been a
gort of independent follow, aund that he
was “‘powerful slow’' in yielding to
persuasion,  Well, a very noted man, o
groat catoher of illicit distillers, snid
that Clom must answer for his erines,
and, with o few scelected mon, went oft-
er him, -Clem meot thom unexpectedly,
and—well, ho still refused to yield to
persunsion, and when the fragments of
the argument were gathered up the
great oatcher of illicit distillors was la-
beled and sent to his friends.

After sevoral other nttempts had been
mado the arrest of Olem Holder was ro-
goarded as an oventful but unenjoyable
undertaking, Tho young fellow lived in
tho hills, rode a good horse, and, in the
opinion of many peoplo who knew him,
was fibout as near a king ns an Americun
could wish to be,

For many yeara Clem had been deoply
in love with Silla Gaorrett, a handsgomo
Young woman, tho bello of a huondred
country dances, She was a cold picco of
proud flesh. Your celebrated benuty
may be cold, but she cannot hope to
rival the imperial ehilliness of the back-
woods belle. Tho rough homagoe of the
follow, with his tronsers in his boots,
inspires more of a contemptuous lofti-
ness in a backwoods queen than the pol-
ighed worship of the courtier could pos-
eibly inspiro in n beauty celebrated by
two continents,

Silla did not tell Clem that she would
not marry him. When ho had actually
fallen at her feet, long before he had
robbed tho pay car, and implored her to
be his wife, sho had told him that she
was 80 poor herself that she conld not
afford to marry a poor man. Ho had
been kept so busy for a timoe after e
committed the robbery that ho did not
have un opportunity to eall on her, but
sevoral days after ho had parted with
the great catcher of illicit distillers he
rode up to tho fence surrounding old
man Garrett’s houso rnd yelled, **Hello,
in thore!”

Billa came to tho door nnd exclaimed,
"Why, Clem Holder, what on oarth are
you doin here?"

“Ob, I'm out payin up o few calls
that I happened to owe. I've been kept
- pretty busy lately. T used to think that

I might never get into business, but I've
had no cause to complain since I took
up railroad work, "

‘‘Olem Holder, you ought
ashamed of yourself.”’

“'Ob, I reckon it ain’t ns bad as that!
Idon’teeco why a man should be ashamed
of himself when he's done na woll us he
oan. In this life we ought to be censured

to be

-
“"Clem Holder, yow ought to be ashamea
of yourself.”
for failin to do our duty, but when we
have improvoed each shinin hour, as the
fellor says, we ought to bo compliment:
od. Say, where's the old fhan?”’

“*Glone to mill,"’

““Whero's the old woman?'’

“Up stairs, siock with a hoadache, *?

“May I come in?"*

“No' 1]

l(why?Il

“Why? Do yon reckon I want you '
come in ouxr houso and bo shot theret'

““Who's goin to ghoot mo?"’

Oh, whnt’s the use in askin such
foolish questions? You know the rail-
rond §a after yon,'’

"“Yon, and the railroad is about fast
encugh to oatoh mo, but the train is
hardly due yet, Lot mo come in, Hilla.

~I'vé got gomethin to say to you. "

“‘Can't you say it out thore?’’

".I'm afraid somebody might hear
ma, "’

“No, you ain't. A man that ain't
afraid to rob a railrond ain’t afrald to

~ « have anybody hear what ho says, "

“From o woman's standpoint, np,"
- ho answored, atroking his horso’s mane,
“‘but from a man's standpoint, yes, A
foller that ain’t afraid to fight & brave
‘man is gometimoes afraid to have a cow-
‘urd hear him talk. Silla, you told mo
- some time ago that you couldn’t afford
to marry a poor man, You knew how I
~ loved you, knew that your words stabbed
" »mewith n frost covered knife, I wanted
- money=—I wantod you—so I robbed a
pay ear. I'm not so mighty rich yot,
_bnt I've got onongh to keep you from
-~ work. Now, yon just get up here be-
hind mo, and we’ll Joave the conntry.
Pl take you nway off somewhore, and
Wo oan live as happy as a king and
queen, Come, Silla.’’
HEG nmk' here, man, do you take me for

Yl am o robber, but I'm not a mur-
dorer. I robbed because I wanted you,
nod I shot becnvse men wanfed me.
Men wanted me for money, They didn't
caro anything about justice, They want-
ed tho rewnrd, and a constant secker
after rownrd nin't any better than a
robbor,  Buot that’s uneither here nor
there, T want you to gowith me, "’

“0Oh, Ican't, Clem!"

S\Why?

“Oh, you know why! It wounld be go
awful. 1'd have to go away whero I'd
nover 0o any of my folks again, and—
oh, I just can't!"’

“In it because you love somo other
man?'’

IINO‘ "

“If you do, I will kill the wan, '

““I don’t love anybody but—but"’—

“Out with it." ;

“‘But you, Clem,"

Chunk God for them words! Let me
get down and kiss you."'

“Oh, Clem, you are tho foolishest
man I ever saw!"

““Not foolish, but in love, Silla. May
I come in the house?'’

“‘No, nol I couldn't think of such a
thing. Puap might como home, "

“Well, what could ho do?’

“‘Ho conld give mo an awful goin
over, No, Clem, you mustn't como in.
Somo time you may, but not now, Say,
Clem, if I ask you somethin, will youn
think mo fanny?'’

“‘Nothin that’s beautiful can be fun-
ny."

““Well, I wunted to ask you this—now
I just know you'll think 1'm funny,*’

“No, I won't,”

“Hounest?"'  And then sgho laughed.
Talk of honesty to n robberl *‘Honest?’
sho ropeated,

“Honest, "’

“Well, how much money did you get
out of that pay car? Now, there, I told
you you'd think I was funny.”

Ho laughod and afiectionately stroked
hia horse's mane,

‘‘Honest, now, don't you think I'm
funny?"’

‘“No. Lot mo sco.
000."

“Gracions alivel” sho gaspod, and
then exclaimed: “Yonder cowmes pap.
You'd bettor go. !

But he did not go. e sat stroking
his horse’s mane, waiting for old man
Garrett. Tho old fellow tumbled tho
bag of menl on the fence, turned his
horse into a lot, and then slowly emmo
forward with o scowl on his face, Ho
stopped, put ono foot on a low stump
and then asked, “What aro you doin
here, Clom IHolder?"?

“'Oh, sorter restin awhile!"

““Well, this is o mighty pore place to
rest. I've been livin hervo fifty odd year,
and I ain't never had no rest yet, so if
you aro in need of that articklo I reckon
you'd better shove on somewhar clse,
Sills,”” he ealled, “go in tho house.
Now, look here, Clem Holder,!! he add-
ed when the girl disappeared, ‘I want
to tell you one thing, and that's this:
You must keop away from my house, 1
nover did have any too much use for
you, and your robbery and killin ain't
improved things none. What are you
hangin round here for anyway?'"

“I Jove your daughter,”

“Love thoe devil!” the old man
stormed.

““No; love an angel.”’

*“Well, then,”’ the cld man replied,
with an air of compromise, “‘we'll say
that thoe devil loves an apgel, but that
ain't what I want to git at. Yon must
keep away from my house. I don't want
to be took up on your account and put
in jail, and I won’t bo if I can help it
nuthor. You have rnined yourself and
disgracod all your friends, and 1'11 be
blumed if you shall draw mo into it! Do
you hear?"?

“¥Yes, but T must tell you that I won't
keop nway excopt on one condition,’?

“Well, and what is it?"

“That Silla wiil keopaway with me, '

“Clem Holder, I'don’t want to hurt
you, i

“All right, aud I don'’t intend you
shall; so, you seo, wo have como to a
pretty good understandin, Now, let me
nsk yon a fow questions: Did the rail-
road ever help you in any particular
way "'

*Help me? The infernal scoundrels
killed my ¢ow and never paid me moroe
than half priesl”

“Well, then, they robbed you, didn't
thioy?"

“Of conrgo they did.”’

“Ah, ha, and I robbed them!''

““But what's that got to do with me?"’

YA good deal. T will give you the
price of 100 cows if you will give me
your daughter, "’

**Clem Hoider, T havo strugglod along
tho best I could and mannged to live
somchow, without ever takin a dighon-
est cent, and it is most too late to begin
now. Go on away from hero and don't
oomo back again, '’

“There's no use talkin, old m ., 1
cean’t do1t,  If you wan't give me youor
daughter, Iwill do you as Idid the rail-
rond—rob you. '’

“And 1 will do you na I did Buck
Goadall ten yoars ago—kill you,''

SANL rvight, old wan, I won't deny
you the plensura of tryin, but I pro-
test ngninst the necomplishment, us the
fellor snys, Well, Tauct ba goin, Good
dayi"”

I got ahout $16,-

CHAPTER II

Another attempt to capture  Clem
Holder was made, and all that kept o
daring deputy shorif® from Lifing the
dust was the fact tiat o rain had fallen
the night before, But Clem wus pushed
80 hard this timo thuat he fled to the
mountaing,

Ono day aman called ot old mnn Gar-
rett's and asked for Hilln. Hho camo
into thoe room, and thoman enid;

“Iwant to talle genso to yon for a fow
moments, '

“That is somethin remarkable, " ghe
answered. ‘It isn't ofton (hat a man
wants to talk senso to g weoman, !

Ho bowed and thunlicd .er. “That
follow, Holder,"” siid he, “has given it
out that he got $16,000 from tho rail-
rond company, but he didn’t—ho gob
only $700."

*Ia that all?"" sho asked, with falling
oountenance,

“Fvery cent,”

“Then why are they tryin so hard to

oateh him?"

“To make an example of him,*

“‘But what havo 1 got to do with jt2**

A good deal, You enn help us enteh
him, "’

“‘But why should I waut you to eatch

him?""

“‘Now, miss, lot mo talk sonse, If

you ghould run nway and morry him-—

hold on, ' ho broko off, holding up ono

bund, ‘I know that you aro going to
Boy that it's none of 1y business, but bo
patient a moment. If you were to run
away with him, ho wonld load yon a
dog's life. !
gob anywhere, and it wonld sunply bo a
dodgo and n fight all the timoe, Yon are
fitted for belter things, If you had mon-
ey enongh 1o go to n largo city and put
on a handsomo dress, you would soon
bhecomo colobrated as the—now, pardon
me—as tho most beantiful woman in
tho ontire conuntry, In sooioty aqueon s
nowhoro in comparison with a beauntiful
woman, and you would stand at the
head of the list. Great men wenld fall
down and worship you, aud you could
marry o foreign d

o [ lm. I

Ho hasn't woney enough to

uke and live in nmag-
ia a woman's daty to

, enough as a pootio idea, but i1l
mated love cannot last. Leading a dodg-
ing life, a Iife of hardship, you wounld
soon lose your beauty, and then your
outlaw husband would find you a bur-
den on his hands. Now, you arrange it
A0 we oan conpture him, and we will
make you a queen. We will give youn
$2,000 in money and will send you to
St. Louis in a splendid palaco car, all
your own, Be sensible,’’

““Bat how can I help you cateh him?'"

“‘juasily enongh. The next time youn
see him you can make an appointment
to meot him somewhere, Yon can give
him something in a glass of water to
mako him sleop, and then slip a pair of
handeufl's over his hands, "

“Ohb, I don't see how I counld."’

‘“‘You can, easily enougb, if you are
sensible. I tell you that it is your duty
to muke the most of yourself, Nature
has done her part, and now you must do
yours,"'

“Oh, I don't know what to do! But I
would like s0 much to live in a palace,”’

“You oan, just as well as not, "’

“I wish I knew what to do,"’

“You will know when you havye
studied over this matter in a sensible
way. I will hang around in the neigh-
borhood. When he comes again, yon
mako an appointment to meet him, "'

‘‘But ho muy not como aguin soon, '

““Yog, ho will,”” The officer of the
law knew that the robber would come
goon, Tho shrowd fellow had adroitly
sont to the mountains a report that Silla
was to bo married,

Soveral days passed. It wons Sunday.
Old Garrett and his wife were at church.
Silla woas at home. A slight noiso at-
tracted hor attention, Sho went to the
door. Olem had just ridden up to the
fence.

“Why, what are you doin here?"

“‘Lookin for a man,"’

““What do you want with him?"

““Want to kill him, "’

“What for?"!

‘‘Beeause he's goin to marry you,

“Oh, what o goose you are! Nobody’s
goin to marry me—that is, not now."

“I heard you were goin to be mar-
ried,"

“You've heard more’'n I ever did.
Qlom, you know I couldn’'t marry any-
body but you.'’

“Well, but you won't even marry
me, "’

“Yes, I will some time, but I can’t
now. Why haven't you been to see mo?"’
sho aslked.

“If I had thought youm wanted to see
me,’" he said, *‘I would have risked
everything and come, They have been
pushin mo mighty close lately. May I
come inf"’

next Sunday you may. '’
“Say I may come in now, "’
‘‘No; next Sunday.

lovely time, "’
“I will be here."

following Sunday. Tho girl eagorly
watched for the coming ‘of the young
man, Ho cane. He did not ride up to

woods,
and kissed him,

asaid: .
“'No, not now. After awhile you may.

how much you love me, "’

say."" e was silent aguin, ‘I know,
1o human bein was ever loved as much
18 yon are,

you waro a child, and it has grown on

anaveel, theomblom of all that is good,
and if I should loso coddomee in you I
wouldn't care to live.

oan’'t help it "

confidenco in me, Clem! You look tired,
doar, "’

mightily somotimes, '’
““Let mo fix yon gomethin to eat?"’
YNo; Tain't hungry, $illa, ' he end-
denly spoke up, ‘I will always be gen-
tle with yon, it don’t make uny differ.
onco if I have killod men.
an angel!”™  Her hair had fallen loose,

ahout her shoulders, “‘I do believe you

world, and, it wouldn't make any diffor-

women would have to take n back sent, '’

““I hopo yon'll always think so, dear.
Do let mo fix you somethin.
some of the best blackberry cordial you
ever drank! Won't you drink somve of it
for mo~—just because I mado it?"!

“Yes; Iv 1) do anything for youn, "

She brought tho wine in o teacup, and
he drank it.

“What's the matter with youn, angel ?"'
ho asked. *“You look seared.

“Nothin, I was just thinkin—juost
sorter afraid that thoy might cateh youn,

““Not much danger, 1he only way
they can do is to #lip up on me.”

Hu talked of his love. **You are nod-
din, dear,
bed for a littlo while? Iwill keep watch
and toll you if I seo anybody comin, '’

“*No; I must go putty soon. I must—
I must”’— Ho was asleop, Sho Sprang
to a tablo and snatched a pair of hand

“Uet out of here! she shiricked,
soffs out of o drawer, and then, with
the quickuesa of fright, snapped them

on his wriste, Sho ran to the door avd
looked ont. Noono in sight, She looked
back at tho sieeping man, and, uttering
a shrick, aprang at him and wildly tried
to tear the handenits off hig wrists,
“*Clem!" gho eried. *‘Clem, wako up
—oh, my darlin, wako up! Oh, [ don't
want to bo a queen! I don’t want men
to worship mo! I want your love! Clem,
oh, for God's sake, wako up! My hoad

was turned, but it isn't now! Oh, 1
can't got them off] Oh''—
Threo men entered the room. “‘(et

out of hero!” gho shricked. *““He
mine, and yon shan't have him!"
The mon seized him. Ho did not
awake. “Let him bel sgho soroamed,
throwing hor arma about his neek and
passionntely kissing him, “OnS&goun
devils—youn hell hounds! Don't i
him away! Oh, for merey’s sake, don't)
gho fmploréd, sinking upon her knoos,
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They

“'No, not now, but if you will come

Everybody will
be away thon, and we’ll just have a

Tho old people went to church the

the fence, Ho camo stealthily out of the
The girl met him at tho door
He attempted to tnko
her in his arms, but she drew back and
8it down and talk to me nice—toll meo

Heo put his winchester rifle beside his
chair, “‘If I were to tell you how much
I lovo you, I—oh, ITecouldn’tdo it, that's
all.” He remained silent for a fow mo-
montg, and then said, **Now that I have
got in heve Idon't hardly know what to
though,' he began aftcr o time, “‘that
I havo loved you ever sineo
me, The stronger I got the more I loved
you. I havo always had vou in mind as

1 know. it gounds
strange when I taulk of anybody bein
good when I am so bad myself, but I

“Oh, you'll never have caugo to loso

“‘I am a littlo worn, for they push me

Oh, you are
and, in o silken maze, was hanging
are the most beautiful ereature in the

enco where yon might go, all the other

Oh, I have

Won't you lie down on the

3 't y
Bhe shrieked and fell on the floor, and
one of the men in his excitement trod
on her beautiful hair.

- - " - - -

The prisoner desorved no merey, the
judge said, and go said the jury.
L] - L L] * -

A gnllows was ercected near the rail-
road track, and o man slowly swung to
and fro, a weird nccompaniment to the
creaking of a beam overhoad,

* » #* * “ “

Two men were riding along a lonely
rond. *“*What peouliar noise is that?"’
one of them asked,

“*You have heard of Clem, the out-
law, haven’t you? Ho loved old Gar-
rett’s daughter, She's down there in
the hollow, orying. Goes down there
every day. B8he's all the time trying to
tear something off ber wrists. Orazyl'’

THE END.
e —— ——— ——

Correspondeney by Teepathy.

He fell in love with her before he
found out that she was an idealist, and
after that it was not an easy matter
to reverse the recently developed cur-
rents of bis nature and fall out again.

Clarence Hay bad always maintain-
ed that the noblest work of God was o
practical man, while next in order
came a practical woman. Ile had
never ceased to thank his lucky stars
that he could be classed among the
high-grade elect, and he devoutly
hoped that when he married his wife
might not be one of the second rate
mortals,

It was a great shock to him to learn
that Miss Pearson was several degrees
below that exalted niche. He didn't
know it until the day be proposed to
her. She poised her tapering fore-
finger lightly against her right temple
us he spoke—it was a way she had of
doing whenever she became unusually
serious—and looked at him with a
steadlastness that thrillod him with
apprechension for his future happiness.

**1 believe,"” she said, ‘‘that you
don’t understand me as you should, I
think if you knew me better you
wouldn't want me.”

He was really frightened then, The
answor was 80 unexpected and savored
s0 strongly of secrets and mystervies in
her past life that he recoiled in horro.
from the mere thought of being bur-
dened with a crowd of personal ghosts
Him' would ever be hovering around

m.

YT am afruid,” she went on, alter a
brief period of reflection, **that we
should not prove congenial, and life
with a person whose tastes are radi-
cally opposed to mine would be simply
unendurable, not only for myself but for
my husband Beforeanswering you, Mr.
Hay, I must be assured that we are
thorough suited to cuch other., I havo
@ test by which thut may be proved.
If it should prove that there is an im-
Eurlshnble allinity between us, 1 shall

e perfectly willing to marry you and
thunk you for the honor done me.”

Her words and the tone in which
they were uttered were both so un-
natural that Clarence leaned back in
his chair and regarded her with amaze-
ment while trying todeterminoe wheth:
er or not the thock of a sudden pro-
posal had turned her mind.

‘“WWhat is the test 7" he asked, cau-
tiously.

‘““ Next week,"” she said, **T shull
begin u new story. [t is to be written
at the order of an eastern publishing
house and will contain about 10,000
words. 1 received the letter only yes-
terdany requesting me to contribute,
and as yot | have thought out no plot or
slan to ba followed in its construction.
l shall begin however, on Monday.
Now, Mve. ey, I propuse that you
illustrate the story.”

Clarence's brow cleared.

*PLat will be easily done,” he sald,
with a sigh of relicf, * As soon us
you get it written, Miss Pearson, turn
it over to me and | promise you that |
will produce a set of pictures that will
accentuate all the best points in your
story and add tc your reputation and
mine.”

“You don't understand, Mr. Hay,”
she replied quickly, “I don't mean that
you shull veud my work lirst and then
illustrate it. Oh, no, Anybody could
do that. Youshall illustrate it througn
u system of mental telepathy. The
publishers are in no great hurry for
the story and I shall not try to linish
it in less than a month, During that
time you are not to sce me at all, con-
sequently you will not be able to gain
the slightest clew [rom word or look
of mine as to what is the nature of the
article,  All your knowl-dge must be
derived solely throngh the communica-
tion of your mind with mioe. Your
brain  must Jnove in unison  with
mine and the aspirations of our souls
must harmonize, You must be pos-
sessed of that fine intuition that
will ¢nable you to comprebend my
thoughts, whatever may be the dis-
tance between us.  Inshort, you must
turn author as well as artist and con-
ceive the same situastions that I do.
The only differenco will be in the ex-
ceution, | expressing them in words,
you in pictures,”

Cinvence groaned “helplessly.

* Great hewyens, Miss Pearson,” he
excluimed, ** What do you take me
for, any way? 1lam no mind rewder
I dido't koow you believed in suct
stulr,”

“Of eourse, you didn't know. Thu
was what 1 meant when 1 said you
didu't understand me a8 you shonld.
I huve dabbled in all the oceult sciences,
[ firmly believe in spiritnalisin, hyno-
tism and theosophy—"

‘'Soclalism ; syntax and prosody,' he
interposed viciously,

Don't interrupt me, pleas:," sho
returned, with an alir of severity. |
know that it is possible to reud the
future in cards and in the stars, and |
alzo know that mind reading will in
thine become as commonplace as con-
versing by means of spoken and weitten
words I3 now. To besure, | s not
such a staunch advocate of idealism us
to asgert that our bodies exist in imagi-
oubtion only, but I do believe that min
ig fur more powerful than matter. [t
hus always scemed very straonge to
me, Mr. Hay,"” she added, tentatively,
““that you should be so practical. I
huve always supposed thut an wrtist
~bould have an exceeaingiy vivid -
sgipation.”

L am not entirvey vold of it," i
retorted, bitterly, hut ! exerci=e com
ton sense more than anyvhing wlse,
Besides, I am not s Rabhu i nor a
Murillo. Perhaps if [ were | shonld
be something o an anomaly with their
power, of vision secing allied to iy
decided practicality, capuble of warn-
ingr o good salary, and | never expn ot
to be anything else, hecun=c it len't in
me,  'mo too practical.  But [ wm
pretty true to vature, aod [ think, Miss
Pearson, thut If you will glve n fellow
a falr show 1 could (llustrate you
story as well any one.”

But sne was obuuruto to all his ap
eals,

“Don't argue with me o
chisnge my views,” sho sald, ¢
no mere whim, On the contrary, i s
a serious muttor.  Tdeeldod upon thys
conditione years ago, 1 you cannot do
as [ have suggestsd weare not itted for
cachothop.”

It was the most difllicult problem
which Clarence Hay's practical mind
had ever been called npon to serve
There were times whiea he hua se lons
doubts of Miss Pourson's saniny, wid
had she been a less attractive woman
he would have abaadoned all hope of
winning her and left her to find some-
body elee to do her illustrating. IBut

try to
Thie in

whenever he began to eonsider that
courge of actior the valves of his heart
contracted with & sudden spasm of de-

sulation,

dragged Olem toward the door, | h

and ho would once more
¢gin cudgellog bigbrain for a possible

W 10 the thcewme of her story, He
ed up every old magazine

it

e T

4{the stars as in the

newspaper in which lhﬂ_( . had ever had
anything published and read her work
carefully, in the hope o’ thereby gain-

be expected of her. Butshe had writ-
ten in many veins, and he might as
well bave tried to read a solution in
ﬁrluwd pages
whereon was mirrored the state of hor
mind in the days gone by. Besides,
in nope of them was there visible a
trace of the belief in the supernatural
that bad characterized thelr last con-
versation, and the theories then ex-
Ewuad left him more mystified as to
er probable subject than avything
else could have done,
She had stipulated that at the end
of a month he should come to her with
his drawings. Then they were to read
her story and examine the: pictures
together. If each was the comploment
of the other, she would marry him as
soon a8 he wished, Threo weoks of
the alloted time hud passed away and
Clarence Hay had fretted and fumed
himself into a mere shadow of his
former and robust self, but with all
his worrying and speculating no wand-|
ering shatft from her high train of
thought bad pierced his obscure brain.
He studied out a plot every night in
his dreame, but they were all different,
and when it owme to seclecting ono
from such & heterogenous mass of
fancies, his predicament was as wolul
a8 though hie slumber had been vision-
less. He was about to go to her and
explain that as mind reading was not
his forte his was a hopeless case, and
that in the name of justice she ought
to be lenient and rescind her vnresson-
able decree.

But just at that time hoe received an
inspiration.

On the last day of the month he pre-
sented himself before Miss Pearson
with five drawings which were, he
fluttored himself, the best he had ever
made during his career as an artist.
She read her story. It was a graphic
description of Byrian life in the slums
of u largic city, and was unique and
strong in conception and execution,
Then he showed his pictures. They
also illustrated Syrian life in the slums
of o large city.

She looked at him admiringly.

‘' Never befors,” she said, " have I
had an article furnished with such ap-
propriste illustrations. You ure the
man whom Providence intends me to
marry."”

Her admirvation and affection were
very sweet, but there was o lurge dose
ol gall and wormweod mixed with
Clurence Hay's draught of honey.

** Miss Pearson,” he said, us ho was
getting ready to go, “'1 huven't been
honest with you. 1 love you two much
to impose upon you. Theroe was no
telegraphic correspondence betwecn
your mind and mine to prove that |
am your allinity. 1 came by know-
ledge in & very materint wuy. Iteuad
this let.er, which 1 recvived a wevk
ngo.”

He handed her a equare sheet ol
white paper and she read aloud ;

' Mr. Hay—Miss Pearson has (inish-
ed her story. It Is a de=cription of
Syrian life in the slums of & large city.
Iutecior of room given in detuil (illus-
trete).  Characters arve mother and
three little girls (illustrate in group).
Youngest child dies with Amorvican
doctor at bedside (illustrate). Woman
is well educated and superior to uver-
age 3yrian woman, but very poor (illus-
trate as she appears in the strect.)
Doctor loves her, but she will not
marry bim because she believes it her
duty to her race to live nmong them
und elevate them (illustrate ‘vejection’).

YA WELL WISHER."

“Held on a minute. Don't say any-
thing till 1 tell you all,” he sauid, as
she commenced to speak. I couldn't
bhave thought of this from now tiil tae
erack of doom. [ aidn’t know who
sent that letter, whether a wmutual
friend who had futhomed your seerct,
or arival to whom you had contided
all wnd who wrote this merely to load
me ustray. But I concluded that a
fuls¢ scent was better than nove ab all,
s0 L went to work, 1 spent Lwo days
in the Syrian colony. You seo the re
sult.  There, | was truthful, even
though I may be too practicul to suit
your tuste.

He waited for her to suy something,
but she only stared at him in surprisc.

1 you want to retract your deci-
sion, all right,” he said dej ctedly,
‘*Hut I thiok | havs earned you.”

5Ll she did not speak. Ho bowed
himself out of the room and had roach-
ed theouter door, when she ealled him
back,

* Clarence,” she said, standing close
beside him, * you have been honest.
| huve nov, Idido't think you would
tell me ubout that—that—!lettor. Clar-
ence, [—]—"

*'Well, what?”
paused thimidly.

I knew you would be too dull to
#uess by the aid of mental teiepatiy
und—1 wrote that letter myself.”

e —— - # - —

THIE SIBERIAN RAILWAY,

ha asked, as she

A Short Cat Through Chinese Tevei-
tory—Russian Supremacy
Iast,

The Trans Siberian Rullwuy, suvs
the Philadelphin Record, the constine-
tion of which s of the utmost import.
ance for the future commerce of the
world, is slowly but steadily progress-
ing, new strotebies of track being add-
ed to tho system every now uand thon.
Within the last lew won ks the aity of

in the

Tomsk, on the Obi river, has been
recoted, and thus more than one-
th A2 I f=iv 19 meyar ol g

Work on the Centrar Stberinn division
is o far advanced that it is expected
to open the line us far as rkotsk, the
lurgest and wenlthiest city of Sibopia,
before the beginning of the Newr 1808,
In the fur East from the city of Viad-
fvostock, as far as Gravskji, Lo pros.
ent terminus of the South U <y 11
way, traing are now regul o A I R

on the Norih Ussuri ne to Chaby povei,
where it will join the main line of the
Eustern Sthertan allway in the Aw-
oor Vaulley. Sinoe the recent treat,
with Chinw was cffected n corps of en
gineers has been dispichod o sy
a route (rom Port Avthur, on the Gulf
of Petenill or Chinve: Sea, to N rt-
chinsk, u point two hondred miles cast

of the Balkal ke Tiis branch lin
will b of st groator importsno
than tho Dine oiivoouly panncd o
'.l.‘|ll!1i\’l':1!lil_'k, foe W e 6 e hutbep Pt
is elosed 1o pav ation by e Top iy

OF SIX montli=s ol thocey g B A rtliag
fsop ool Yoo year vousd, and within

B OOt ey Boorh distance of -
k];”__r wae sl thie Chitne = bin HLy Ports,
The eomplation of the varond to Port
Arthur will meoan a cova ntiomof com-
merce with Cuinw wud the Kist Not
only will the wrip be roduced Lo less
thun one-thive of its formep duration,
but It will practically wmonnt to the
areenduncy  of Russing loterests ovep
Britvish enterprise,

The dist inee from Moscow to Viadi-
vostock by ol willl wmount W mure
L G OD0 mites,  lv will bo P b o
for through wruius to cover this dis-
tance in from bine 1o twelve days, ne-
cording to the specd, A wl_\'su_{n; from
Loncon to Yokohamiu by - tennor tukes
Oty to fovty-seven duys ‘Pravel-
ing vin Now York und tie Cunadian
Pacific rallway the trip to Yokohama
I8 reduced w twenty-ninoe duys,  ly
rall to Viadivostoek or Port” Arthup
this trip will at the most consume #ix-
b en or nineteen days, Prom a gheg.
e pontof view it 1 give Ru sin
the  sopremacy In Bastorn: wateps,
Russin will he able 10 send g% Hitary
forco from the interior of ’
Vladivostock or Port Arthit
English mllitary coming from
could have nrrr\rcd at Vanconvedf: Ag
a future road of commerco it will prob-
ably ¥ nome the only means of pond-
ingt. to wll European countries, for
this welleato product, tnvariably  do-
teriorates through the fnfluence of anJ
eaa trip,

ing some idea of what might naturally |-

ing, and work is rapidly jrogrossi l
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.. Highest of all in Leavening Power.—Latest U, S. Gov't Report

Baking
Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

WAYSIDE GATHERINGS,

Bits ot Humor and Nuggets of Truth
for the Mualtitude.

—Avoid extravagant promises. State
facts and stick to them.

—The pumber of fighting men in
this country is estimated at 9,407,604,
—According to late statistics there
are in the United States 40,000 deaf
mutes,

—More than 18500 varieties of roses
have been cultivated during the pres-
ont century.

—Kconomy is no disgrace. It is
better Iivin[: on a little than outliving
a great deal,

—Seventy-two races inhabit the
world and use over 3,000 different
tongues. There are about 1,000 reli-
glons.

—A man In New York died from
‘* npsal hemorrhage " recently, Old
fushioned people would have called it
“nogebleed.”

—There arve preachers who got
large salaries that accept support from
widows who must make their money
over the wash tub,

—Our spiritual blessings are far
more important than anything else
and if wo use thom right, we will
surely express onr gratitude.

—Instead of looking at the many
poor representatives of Christianity in
the church, let us look at the life of
Christ to see what Christianity is.

—W. J. Bryan received a larger
number of electoral votes and more of
the popular vote of the country than
wus ever received by a dcfeated can-
didate for the presidency.

—A musical bieycle has appeared
in Bogland. The motion of the vehicle
grinds out the tunes, and the wheel-
mun whirls along to the strains of a
lively harmony.

—** Charley, if you are good today
you shall be wllowed tou go after the
cows.” “Suppose I'm bad, papa ?"
** Oh, then you'll have to go after them
us n punishment.”

the station to the hotel.  ** The streets
wre so erooked,” he said, “that [ et
myselfl on the way back.”

—A wellknown speeialist  of  ear
disenses has made the announcement
that half the deafness prevalent at the
present time ean be traced to the
practice of boxing the earsof children.

—In New Zealamd the Maorl priest
repeats o the infant u lengthy list of
the names of its uncestors, fixing upon
the one which the ehild by sneczing or
erying when it is uttered {s considered
to select for itself,

—The Mother =Willie, | am sorry
1o learn that vou ran your little wag-
on over one of the boys next door, and
hurt him. ** It wasn't my fanlt, 1 told
him to et out of the way., My wag-
on’s got * United States Mail ' painted
on both sides of it, und it doesa’t have
to stop for nobody."

—Nine out ten persons, if asked
what is the most sensitive part of the
body, will reply the tip of the tongue.
This is o mistake. Those engaged in
polishing billiard balls, or any other
substances thut require a very high
degree of smoothness, invul'inl}ﬂ_\r use
tho ¢heelkbone as their touchstone for
detecting any ronghness,

—At the late Cobb county (Gu.) fair,
Mrs, M. J. Farr, of Tloswell, had a
quilt made in the shape of a map of
the state of Georgia, cuch county out-
lined with npames thereon bounded
with ococun and states, bordered with
the names of the governors of Georgia
and the presidents of the United States,
and the years they served in their
regpective ollicial positions.

—Remarkable ns it may seem the
heaviest contributor to the expenses of
the recent presidential campaign was
the United States government. The
wmount of eampaign literature sent
through the mails free on the franks
of the congressmen would have cost
$10,000,000 in postage stamps under
other circumstances, To this must be
added 5,000,000 as the cost of send-
ing out information from the various
departments in response to campuign
demands, making a total of $15,000,000
that Unele Sam is out of pocket.

4 nut bran

{ boarder.
I particularly intellectunl-about u stecl

—An Irishman was explaining to nll
friend the difticulty be had going from | g

Cwar term it sipnities o
stretching across certain portions of

PRODUCTS OF THE PEANUT.—From
all appearances the plebeian peanut
is not properly appreciated in this
country as it suould be. In Eurcpe
this nut has various uses which are
only heglnniuﬁ to be recogunized in
this country, the first recognition be-
ing thatof a Virginia company which
is about to handle the peanut products.
According to the Manulacturers' Ree-
ord the principal products are peanut-
oil for cooking and table purposes and
confectioners’ use, peanut cribble for
confectionory, peanut grits for soup,
ete., peanut flour for baking and pea-
for stock feed. The oil is
h[gh:fv valued in Europe, and it is
atated that fully £5,000,000 worth of
l)eunu:.s are brought into Marsoilles,
"rance, annually for the manufacture
of oll, which is used in toilet soaps and
for other purposes. The peanut flour
is quito extensively used in Lurope
and made into bread, cak:s, biscuits,
ete. ltis one of the favorite articles
ol food, according to consular reports,
in hospitals in Germany.

The estimated product of five tons
of peanuts amounts to 235 gallons of
refined oil, at $1 per gallon; 175 gal-
lons of erude oil at 50 cents: 3,680
pounds of flour and meal at two cents,
and 3,300 pounds of stock feed at 60
cents per hundred pounds, making
$415.90 in all,

In the mechanical handling of pea-
nuts they are first crushed and cut be-
tween suituble rollevs, then the cut
and crushed mass is submitted to a hot
bath for separating the shells and kor-
nels, and finally drying the kernels to
separate them from their skins.

e — —— —

—A young attorney got a queer
otter the other day. It was from a
man in Florida, and requested him to
look up the whereabouts of a fricnd
supposed to be in that city. The ia-
telligent writer concluded "his appeal
with thorequest :  ** If you don't get
this letter, plense let me know."

—'"Why do they say as smart as a
steel  trap ¥ asked  the talkative
I never could see anything

trap.” ** A steel trap is called smart,”
explained Mr. Asbury Pepper, in his
cetest voiee, “because it knows ex-

lactly the right time to shut up.”
—A trocha is a narrow path eross-
as a

ing the main Used

hiullwuiy.
ine of defence
the country, evrossing ali h ighways, and
of eourse, cutting off a'l travel.

(CHARLESTON & WESTERN CARO-!
*Auweusta and Ashe- !

~ lina Railway Co,
ville =hort Line.”

Schedule in effect Deo
Ist, 1806,

Ly Augusta.....ooene. 940 am 700 pm

Ar Greenwood........ 1217 pm 12 10 am
Anderson....veas 780 pm Bananiven
LANreng. cooeveene. 1156 pm 710 am
Greenville...ov.... 250 pm 16730 am
Glenn Springs..... 4 U5 pm daa
Bparlanburg.... ., 300 pm 10 20 am

SBaluda, . ooveevnes 585 pm
Hendersonville. .. 651 pm

Asheville.... ... fi 4h pm

Lv Asheville. .. B20am
Spartan bu A AD am 4 00 pn
[Greenville L1165 am 400 pm
. Laurenas. . o 115 pm 7 00 pm
Anderson L0255 am L.
‘Greenwoo cenese 238 pm T 00 am
Ar Augusta...... ... 500 p'm 12 256 am

AT ATKON, . yves s G 00 pm
TO ATHENS, ATLANTA AND POINTS

WEST.

Ly treenville . .. ..0001 o am 4t pm
Ar Raleigh sevssss 130 AM 12 00 n"
Norfolkesossnus o oo T U0 AM G20 pn
Petershurg.... .... 600 am b 43 por
_ Riehmon ' m

- G40 am -

Ly Greenville. 1L Gham

Ar Elberton,.. 236 am 4 tOpm
Abbeville 142 am 4 Hopm
Athena. . 334 am H 10pm
Atlanta vow 20 am (4 45m

Ly Atlanta....00 0 S HI0OPM T il
Athens..ov covvunss 140 pm A
Elberton.......... 12 45 am cras RN
Abbeville...... eees12dbam ...,

Ar Greenville......... £4ham  ........

Close connections at Greenwood for al
points on 8. A, L. and C. & G, Railway, snd
it Spartanburg with Southern Railway.

For isformation relative to tickels, rates,
schedules, ete., addresa
W.l, CRAIG, Gen. Pass, Arent,
Augusta, (a

1. 8. Gureton, Agent,. H. Bpeirhta. Gen,

Avent, GraenVIllla. H. 0

Saewi

Or Musical

Instruments
any kind, it will save you dol-
lars by writing to

Alexander Bros. & Co.

GREENVILLE, S,

BEFORE YOU BUY AN
rgan,
PPiano,

nNg

MNMachine

of

Who is Will Whitener 7
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Hp is our Flashionable Hair Cutter and Shaver,
' BENDELLA HOTEL.—

@

—Last yoar was disastrous to me
business ventures, more fallures occup-
fog than io 1893, the first year of the
anic and the worst. In 153'3‘ the npume-
er of failures was 13,197 ; in 1806 there
were 14,580, In 1893 the liabllities
wero 3173,196,060 3 last . yeur. about
225,000,000, an Increase in number of
about 12 per cent., ani in amount of
liabilities of 20 paer cent.

~THE LAURENSBAR,

H. Y. SIMPSON.  C. ), BAR csu.\l.f
SIMPSON & BARKSDALL,

Attorneys at Law,
LAURENS, SOUTH CAROLINA

Special attention given to the invosti
gation of titles and coll ction of elaim:

L. W.SIMK! NB. W, oW, BALL
BALL, SIMKINS & BALL,
Attorneys at Law,
LAureNns, Souvrn CAROLINA,
Will practice in all State and United

States Court. Special sttonti riv
collgctions ALl

B. W, BALL.,

W. H. MAUITIN,
Attorney at Law,
LAURENS, - Sourn CARoOLINA,

Will practice in all Courts of ) d
Attention given to r.-.nl]!m‘tinrm. i b

J. Ty JOUNSON., w.- . ﬁwﬁ :-;_\I:
JOHNSON & RICHEY,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Olrn'luu——-b‘lnnlﬂlg 'Corn e, Northest

side of Public Square,
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